
 - RECORD #639 DETAIL
First Name : Pablo Salinas
Last Name : Macario
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : OTHISMOS@GMAIL.C
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

We need a light rail between Bethesda adn New Carrollton.
Sincerely,
Pablo Salinas Macario



 - RECORD #2252 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : MacCartee
Business Name :
Address : 4905 Del Ray Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BMACCARTEE@MONUMENTBENEFITS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please do NOT build on the Capital Crescent Trail. Too many trees have

already been taken out of our community. I own a business in downtown
Bethesda.

Thank you



 - RECORD #2853 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : MacGlashan
Business Name :
Address : 4114 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GROUSE75@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor,

There is so little park land in the lower part of Montgomery County, that
to destroy a section of the Capital Crescent Trail seems a travesty.  All
that green, quiet space wiped out for a noisy, dirty rail system that will
run through a residential area does not seem like good planning to me.
Yes, we do need more mass transit, but if it's to be rail, then put it under
ground where it should be; otherwise use bus rapid transit, a system that
makes more sense given our current financial circumstances.

The state's environmental impact study about the Purple Line certainly
points out some very worrisome aspects of this project, namely:

•  Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy
•  Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow, 10 feet wide bike lane
along a transit way. Ten feet is too narrow to have two way bike traffic
and walkers.
•  Run trains about 10 feet  from trail users -- passing every three
minutes in both directions.
•  Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel.  The tunnel is presently used for people getting to
and from the shopping areas. My wife and I, both 78, use it frequently to
avoid the traffic congestion on the streets. Its loss could increase safety
for people like us.

Please look at this whole project again and propose something more
beneficial to the environment, the retention of parkland, and pedestrian
safety while concurrently improving our mass transit system.



 - RECORD #2401 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : MacGlashan
Business Name :
Address : 4114 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PMACGL@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Ratcliff,

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #675 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Mackey
Business Name :
Address : 1339 Q Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code :
Email Address : JMACKEY@WASHMG.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I  lived in the Montgomery County, Maryland from 1971 until 1999, when
I moved into the District of Columbia.  From 1985 until today, I have run
and bicycled on the C&O Canal and (since its opening) the Crescent
Trail.  I use the Trail at least weekly during the warm weather months,
and I consider it one of the best amenities of this area.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jack Mackey
1339 Q St NW
Washington DC 20009



 - RECORD #1149 DETAIL
First Name : Richard L.
Last Name : MacPherson
Business Name :
Address : 3917 Calverton Drive
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Richard MacPherson. R-I-C-H-A-R-D, M-A-C-P-H-E-R- S-O-

N. I am a lifelong resident. I live in Hyattsville, Maryland and grew up in
Langley Park in the early 50s.

I have opened a number of businesses in our nearby community and
appreciate the opportunity and have worked on a number of projects
here.

This is the revitalization that we've all needed for a long time. We have
been hamstrung, we are trapped by our beltway where one would think
would be the outreach to be able to get throughout the entire community,
but in essence we've been trapped for east/west access.

This will be a God saving thing and it can't happen soon enough. I
frequently speak for our North College Park business neighbors and
certainly we need it to revitalize and help bring the connectivity between
north and south and especially our east and west neighbors which we
don't get to enjoy on a regular basis.

We certainly have seen what's happened. We have inherited a growing
traffic challenge over these past many years and it's not getting better.

With the number of new projects that are slated, it would be
incomprehensible not to have this viable solution.

I realize with projects of this size there is always collateral damage. It's
always going to be in someone's backyard, but it certainly seems to be
the most logical, reasonable solution to be able to assist and grow.

It's imperative to this community to be able to grow with this, and it can't
happen soon enough. I echo the sentiments earlier to be able to start it
on this side to the east would make significant impact immediately.

Additionally, I'm the Chairman of the Board of Prince George's County
Hospital. The employment advantages to be able to inject into our
county to be able to have this viable route would be a positive step
immediately.

Thank you for much for coming. I appreciate you having us.



 - RECORD #2475 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Madigan
Business Name :
Address : 5600 Wisconsin Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BRIAN.F.MADIGAN@IRS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I heartily endorse the save the trail campaign.



 - RECORD #2685 DETAIL
First Name : Renee
Last Name : Magner
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RECURMAG@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madame-

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE save the trail. I am a runner who uses the
trail 3-4 times weekly. My family regulary bikes into Bethesda. I am
begging to keep the trail as is! Thanks.



 - RECORD #1108 DETAIL
First Name : Lyle
Last Name : Magnuson
Business Name :
Address : 4608 Hartwick Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Magnuson_Lyle Comment Cards.pdf (42 kb)





 - RECORD #575 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Mahaffey White (Navy)
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : Richard rix.rox@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I use the CAPITAL CRESCENT trail DAILY … jogging, cross-country

skiing, biking … please PAVE THE PORTION FROM BETHESDA TO
SILVER SPRING.

Using the Crescent trail, for a rail line is a HORRIBLE IDEA …
What small minded beaurocrat thought of using our ONLY BIKE PATH?
How short sighted can our leadership be?

HERE IS A GOOD IDEA … put the PURPLE LINE DOWN THE MIDDLE
OF EAST WEST HIGHWAY … this would accomplish two GOALS

Provide a rail line, with IMMEDIATE access to the businesses and
locations desired …

Restrict automobile traffic flow … come on … do this GREEN … one
goal of the cross county line, is to REDUCE AUTOMOBILE TRAFFIC.

There are NUMEROUS, perhaps THOUSANDS of ROADS, use one of
them …

THERE is ONLY ONE BIKE PATH … YOU MUST NOT TAKE THE
ONLY ONE WE HAVE ...

BE SMART, DO NOT BE STUPID … Do your job, which is the
stewardship of PEOPLE, not automobiles.

Here is your chance to be SMART, and GO GREEN, not PURPLE (at
least, not on my bike path, put it on the ROAD, like any place in Europe)
… c'm'on, GET SMART … have some REAL PRIDE IN YOUR
JUDGMENT …

Best regards, Richard rix.rox@verizon.net
Captain Richard Mahaffey White (Navy), 301.229.2888;



 - RECORD #1963 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Mahaffie
Business Name :
Address : 6210 Wagner Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : jmahaffie@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : To all local policymakers:Â

I am a homeowner and father who lives off of MacArthur Blvd in
Bethesda. The Capital Crescent runs a few miles away from my home.
There isn't a weekend that goes by in the spring, summer and fall that
me, my wife, my kids and friends aren't on the trail, running, biking,
roller-blading or walking and enjoying the natural surroundings so close
in to our community.Â

The Purple Line, if built next to it, would destroy all that we love about
the trail.Â

Please don't do it. Preserve what we have. It's so precious and valuable
today.Â



 - RECORD #1874 DETAIL
First Name : Dee
Last Name : Mahan
Business Name :
Address : 7305 ALaska Avenue NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address : emma1913@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I'm an avid biker, walker and user of mass transit. I'm all for expanding

metro. But today on NPR I heard a story about the PUrple Line taking up
the Capital Crescent Trail, one of the best things about living in DC! That
would be a real loss - seems a world capital ought to be able to
accommodate bikers and public transit (health and environmental
benefits to both). Please send me information on the proposed routes -
mail or email - can't really figure out options on this site. Thanks.



 - RECORD #974 DETAIL
First Name : Lugman
Last Name : Mahmud
Business Name :
Address : 14550 Good Hope Rd.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20905-6014
Email Address : LAMAHMUD@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a commuter, its never made sense to me why I have to take such a

long journey through downtown DC to get from glenmont to Bethesda to
go to a dinner & movie with my wife. We drive instead. We drive to
Rockville instead of catching a train. The purple line will do more for the
economics of these communities than the multibillion-dollar intercounty
connector. I believe that the purple line light rail will be an economic
boom for our area and allow the Rockville tech corridor & industries to
expand. It will also be a boon to the College Park area which will see
increased access. The New Hampshire avenue station will also
decrease traffic on route 29. Build it! Build it now! Maryland needs it.
Montgomery county needs it!

Thanks for listening,

- Luqman Mahmud
LAMahmud@gmail.com
301-384-4262
14550 Good Hope Rd,
Silver Spring, MD 20905-6014



 - RECORD #1089 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Maines
Business Name :
Address : 9528 Ament Street
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : letter, christopher maines.pdf (44 kb)





 - RECORD #2981 DETAIL
First Name : Marvin
Last Name : Majano
Business Name :
Address : 3404 Stonehall Drive
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20703
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Marvin Majano.pdf (87 kb)





 - RECORD #1410 DETAIL
First Name : Eva V.
Last Name : Maka
Business Name :
Address : 13920 Castle Blvd, #703
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. David Newman.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #1368 DETAIL
First Name : Jennifer
Last Name : Malatesta
Business Name :
Address : 1220 East-West Highway, Apt 711
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as Light Rail. As a person who uses a

wheelchair for mobility, the Purple Line would make my travel ten times
easier.

Attachments : Comment Cards. Jennifer Malatesta.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #486 DETAIL
First Name : Asia
Last Name : Malik
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : msasiamalik@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

I think the purple line extending into PG and Montgomery counties is
nice and all. But are there any proposed plans for better transportation in
the Anne Arundel and Howard Counties? We have a horrible excuse for
a transit system out here. You have to travel great lengths and wait
extreme periods of time to get into Baltimore and into Washington DC.
Are there any plans for that?
Thanking you in advance for all of your help.

Sincerely,
 Asia Malik
 A concerned Laurel commuter



 - RECORD #1760 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Malison
Business Name :
Address : 600 Woodside Pkwy
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : AXLEROD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete

record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.
I am a strong believer in mass transit and have supported construction
of a "Purple Line" since moving into Montgomery County in 1994.  The
project I have supported, however, was originally explained to me as
one that would expand service of the Washington area metro/subway
system with a line that connects Bethesday, Silver Spring and New
Carrolton.

I feel duped and deceived by the way this project has been changed
since the initial conception.  It is no longer a plan I can support.  Calling
the current project a "Purple Line" is comletely misleading because the
current project no longer offers rapid transit connections between three
existing subway stops.

I am opposed to any above ground route along Wayne Avenue and am
also
opposed to locating a station at Wayne and Dale.  I understand that
MTA data suggests it is feasible to tunnel the segment of the Purple Line
that would run through downtown Silver
Spring and along Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.
Tunneling through this residential area is THE ONLY design alternative
I support along the Wayne Avenue route.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seve n Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.



 - RECORD #2061 DETAIL
First Name : Arun
Last Name : Mallikarjunan
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ARUN.M.ARJUN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the trail to commute to work everyday all throughout the year and I
almost always take friends who come visit me on a ride along the trail.
The trail is beautiful and I cant tell you how much I love it. It not only
provides me a safe and quick commute but also connects me to various
other trails in DC area. The calm and quiet nature of the trail is one of
the best selling points.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1794 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Malone
Business Name :
Address : 1220 E West Hwy Apt 519
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : alindemannmalone@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Purple Line. My
comments represent my own thoughts, not those of any organization.
However, my life has given me a great deal of exposure to the transit
conditions that would be addressed by the Purple Line. I have lived in
Silver Spring since 1985, first near what would be the Dale Drive stop if
the Purple Line runs along Wayne Avenue, then in downtown. Since
1998, I have commuted from downtown Silver Spring, via transit, to:

*The National Library of Medicine, taking the J1/2/3 buses;
*The University of Maryland (as a student), taking the UM Shuttle or the
F8 bus;
*An office in downtown Bethesda, taking the J2/3 buses;
*An office near College Park Metro Station, taking the J4 bus or the
Metro.

I also make numerous recreational/shopping trips along the Purple Line
corridor via buses such as the Ride-On 15 and 16, the C2/4, and the J
and F buses mentioned earlier, as well as via personal automobile. (I did
not have access to an automobile for regular use from 1998 to 2002, so I
became very well acquainted with the available transit options.) Finally, I
occasionally run the Capitol Crescent Trail from Silver Spring to
Bethesda, and I frequently run on several other trails that may be
affected by the Purple Line, notably Rock Creek Park, Sligo Creek Park,
and the Northeast Branch.

Based on this experience, as well as the information provided to the
public in the December 2007 and May 2008 informational sessions (both
of which I attended) and in the AA/DEIS, I support high-investment light
rail transit as the best option for the Purple Line, and I urge you to
designate it as the Locally Preferred Alternative. This option would
provide the shortest travel times, thus further tipping the scales towards
using transit for undecided travelers and providing the highest possible
level of service to current transit users. Removing the most possible
drivers from the road will maximize the potential environmental benefits.
Additionally, based on my experience living in the area for the past 23
years, I tend to think the projections of increased traffic times are
somewhat conservative. It is my subjective experience that travel times
between, for instance, Silver Spring and Langley Park are quite often
much higher than contemplated in the no-build alternative analysis, even
at what would normally be considered off-peak times (for example,
Sunday afternoons). If my assumption is accurate, the increased time
savings associated with having bridges over key intersections under
high-investment LRT would likely have even greater positive effects on
traffic and the environment.

The relatively permanent locations of the LRT stops would have the
effect of encouraging and concentrating development at those stations,
which is particularly important in the relatively undeveloped areas in
Prince George's County that the Purple Line will serve. LRT can be
expected to cause fewer adverse noise impacts than BRT, which is
important given the proximity of the Purple Line to numerous residential
areas.

Finally, LRT is consistent with the Montgomery County Master Plan. As
noted in the AA/DEIS, it would be the most effective in addressing the
mobility and accessibility objectives.

There appear to be several major issues that have occupied public
debate on the Purple Line, and I will offer my opinion on those issues
below, as well as on other issues that concern or interest me in the
AA/DEIS.



Between Bethesda and Silver Spring, I support using the Georgetown
Branch right-of-way for the purpose for which it was originally acquired,
which is LRT and a trail. Several factors make this the most appropriate
option:

*The interim trail is not paved and is thus unusable for certain purpose
(biking, etc.) when it rains. Part of the Purple Line plan is to pave this
trail.
*Aligned along the Georgetown Branch right-of-way, the Purple Line
would greatly improve the accessibility of the Capital Crescent Trail
(CCT) from Silver Spring. Currently, to get to the CCT from downtown
Silver Spring, one must navigate the treacherous intersection of Second
Avenue and 16th Street and follow a confusing succession of turns
before actually reaching the trailhead in Lyttonsville. Linking the CCT to
downtown Silver Spring would allow trail users to continue their travels
on the Silver Spring Green Trail to Sligo Creek Park or on the
Metropolitan Branch Trail. This is likely to greatly increase the use of the
trail, thus making the county's investment as effective as possible. From
Silver Spring, trail users would more easily be able to access Rock
Creek Park and the C&O Canal towpath. All of these are things I would
likely do a lot more if the trail is completed.
*The arguments from local homeowners and the Columbia Country Club
that having transit along this alignment would be inappropriate are not
impressive to me, given that if Montgomery County had not acquired the
right-of-way, freight trains might still be running along there. The
existence of the trail is owed to the intent of the County Council to
provide for both transit and a trail. That intention should be fulfilled in the
Purple Line.
*Bethesda is still where most of the jobs are. When I commuted via the
J2/3, it was my observation that most people traveling westbound were
traveling either to Bethesda Metro (or stops within four or five blocks of
the Metro station) or to Montgomery Mall. There was certainly no great
exodus of bus riders at Medical Center; often, I was one of only two or
three people who exited there, even on the J1. Most riders of the J1
appear to use it as a faster way to get to Montgomery Mall, since it
bypasses congested areas along East-West Highway and in Bethesda.

Because of the increased traffic the completed CCT would likely draw, I
would recommend that a 12-foot wide trail be constructed where
possible between Bethesda and Silver Spring, rather than the 10-foot
trail considered in the AA/DEIS. To help mitigate the visual effects
associated with running the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch
right-of-way, I support investigating the use of grass tracks and would
encourage MTA to think about creative means of landscaping with plants
similar to those already present in the area (for example, bamboo
stands).

Additionally, I would encourage planners to assess the cost-
effectiveness of running LRT from Bethesda to Medical Center. While
the jobs to be created at the Naval Medical Center do not seem to
warrant the BRT routing proposed by the Town of Chevy Chase, as
evaluated thoroughly in the AA/DEIS, there could be merit in providing a
one-seat ride to replace a segment of travel that would otherwise have
to be completed via a transfer to Metro or to the J2/3.

East of the Silver Spring Metro Station, I support the alignment along
Wayne Avenue, without tunneling between Cedar Street and Sligo
Creek Park. Based on existing traffic patterns and transit service, this
alignment would cause relatively minor disruptions. Wayne already hosts
the 15 bus, which runs every four minutes for portions of the morning
rush hour. It seems a bit credulous to suggest that LRT, which is actually



quieter than BRT, would have an impact on Wayne greater than the no
action alternative. The alignment along Thayer or Silver Spring would
change the character of those streets, which mostly do not have lane
markings, unlike the four-lane Wayne Avenue. Bus service along Thayer
is much less frequent than that along Wayne, meaning that the
community along Thayer would experience increased effects from transit
were the Purple Line to be aligned on Thayer. In addition, a Manchester
Road stop, which is proposed under the Wayne Avenue alignment but
not under the Thayer/Silver Spring alignment, would be well-used, based
on its current use by Ride-On riders, and thus would be another benefit
of the Wayne alignment. Finally, the Thayer/Silver Spring alignment
would require the aerial along Piney Branch Road, which would further
impact a single-family home neighborhood and adversely affect Sligo
Creek Park.

I realize the Thayer/Silver Spring alignment is cheaper than the Wayne
Avenue alignment, but the additional money would be well spent.

As noted above, I support high-investment LRT as the locally preferred
alternative. However, in the event that a medium-investment alternative
is chosen, the Stamp Union alignment in the University of Maryland is a
better choice than the Preinkert Drive/Memorial Chapel alignment,
because the UM Shuttle buses pick up and drop off at the Stamp Union.
To encourage transit ridership, it is in the community's interest to create
a hub at Stamp Union, where a student can (for example) pick up a
shuttle bus from the North Campus dorms to get to the Union and take
the Purple Line to Silver Spring or Riverdale from there. Having to walk
down to a station somewhere along Preinkert Drive, especially late at
night, would likely result either in a trip not taken or one completed via
auto. It is especially in the interest of the community to discourage
automobile traffic to and from campus late at night given the unfortunate
propensity of students to drive drunk. Given that the Preinkert Drive
alignment also costs more than the Campus Drive alignment, it's hard to
see the benefits of the alternative alignment.

To support this alternative, I support the plan to remove all but essential
car and truck traffic from Campus Drive and rerouting it elsewhere in
campus, thus making Campus Drive primarily a transit thruway.

More specific comments:

If a medium-investment option is chosen, I would encourage planners to
look harder at the fate of Bonifant Street. Currently there is a surface
parking lot owned by the county and one operated by a local restaurant;
if automobile traffic will be maintained on Bonifant, access should be
maintained. I'd support making that block of Bonifant pedestrian-only
rather than trying to maintain auto access, allowing for development on
the surface parking lots, especially given the future location of the Silver
Spring Library on that block, as long as the surface lot along the south
side of Thayer is maintained and signage were used to direct patrons to
that lot.

If the westbound left-hand turn movement is restricted at Mansfield Road
under a high-investment option, it's probably time to reexamine whether
that intersection needs to be signalized, or whether it could be a
flashing-yellow intersection that goes red when a pedestrian pushes the
button for a walk sign. My understanding is that the signal is primarily
intended to ensure that schoolchilden can cross Wayne Avenue safely
there.

I don't think MTA should concern itself with the adverse effect on the
Falkland Chase apartment complex, because that complex was



designated "historic" as a disguised land-use measure rather than due to
any outstanding architectural or historic merit.

Piney Branch Road should separated into two segments, the segments
affected by the Wayne Avenue alignment and the Thayer/Silver Spring
alignment. The first should be designated as having a medium degree of
visual sensitivity, and the second should be designated as having a low
degree of visual sensitivity, rather than simply designating the area
"medium to low." While Piney Branch as a whole has some single-family
residential development, and some of that area would be affected by the
aerial, the segment of Piney Branch affected by the Wayne Avenue
alignment is served by large volumes of buses and has plenty of
commercial development. It is difficult to see how the Purple Line would
appreciably change the visual environment along this segment.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. As I am already on your
mailing list, I look forward to receiving future communications regarding
the Purple Line and eventually to the construction of this much-needed
transit link between Maryland's inner-ring D.C. suburbs.



 - RECORD #1190 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Malone
Business Name :
Address : 423 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : liz5025@aol.com



Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line is both long planned for and much needed, as the
extensive DEIS documents. I strongly favor the at-grade light rail high-
investment option for the Purple Line. It provides the best benefits for the
investment dollars while avoiding some of the inevitable future traffic
congestion and contributing to the welfare of the communities it will
serve.

I live on Mansfield Road between Wayne Avenue and Dale Drive. I have
watched the growing stream of traffic on Wayne Avenue over the past
two decades and am puzzled by those who oppose the Purple Line on
Wayne. The future alternative to light rail on Wayne is more congestion,
unavoidable widening of the road and, without the mix of modes,
increasing danger from drive-through traffic as speeds and tempers get
worse on Wayne and drivers attempt to cut through neighborhoods.

I particularly oppose the bus rapid transit options. I am a regular rider of
the J4 (limited stop) bus, my route being between Silver Spring and the
University of Maryland College Park campus. A widely shared
perception, with much basis in fact, is that buses are neither so quick nor
so reliable as trains, with the added negatives of varying driver skills and
sometimes bad condition of the buses themselves. People simply will
not take buses in numbers anywhere near the ridership of trains.
Moreover, trains will be quieter and less disruptive of traffic. The J4, for
example, usually runs on time in the morning but is unreliable in the
afternoon. Furthermore, it only runs during rush hour and only at 20-30-
minute intervals. Many drivers are good, but some drivers routinely yell
at drivers, honk the horn frequently, and slam on brakes. The light rail
options are infinitely superior.

Furthermore, the Jones Bridge Road route for buses is untenable; those
who favor it must not navigate Jones Bridge Road at any time of the day.

The Georgetown Branch right-of-way is the obvious best route for the
Purple Line and was always planned to be just that. One can regret the
loss of amenities on the right of way without thinking that those
amenities should have precedence over good transportation options.

It is unfortunate that the debate has gotten somewhat polarized along
economic class lines. The Purple Line will benefit everyone. Two
professionals in my small office now routinely drive to work from
Bethesda but will definitely take the Purple Line train when it is in
operation. The very poor will likely continue to take the slower, cheaper
buses. Any benefits disproportionately accruing to less affluent people
are to be applauded and supported in an urban area that continually
shortchanges lower income people, for example, in housing.

The MTA is to be commended for a thorough DEIS and for the care it
has taken to communicate with stakeholders throughout the planning
process. I am confident that the MTA will work with residents like me and
my neighbors to mitigate negative effects along the route and to build a
Purple Line that will be a huge asset to the area.



 - RECORD #528 DETAIL
First Name : Henry & Julie
Last Name : Malouf
Business Name :
Address : 5308 Carlton Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : HJMALOUF@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

As a native to Bethesda (45 years), I am writing to express our deeply
felt opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. My wife & I, as well as our 3 children (2, 6,
& 8 yrs) have enjoyed the various benefits of the trail for many years.  It
is a wonderful refuge from the daily stress and a reminder of the quiet,
modest suburb that was Bethesda, MD.  We strongly urge you to NOT
proceed with your proposed Purple Line.  We can put transit in another
location, but we can't re-create this beautiful, tree-lined, natural
recreational greenspace anywhere else.

      A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be



destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and



apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Henry A. Malouf (Julie)

5308 Carlton Street

Bethesda, MD  20816



 - RECORD #1077 DETAIL
First Name : Bethany J.
Last Name : Mancilla
Business Name :
Address : 5411 Lambeth Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BETHANY.MANCILLA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

I am writing to express my concern and sincere hope that the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring be preserved for the
beauty it provides to our community and enjoyment it generates for our
families today and in the future.  Our family lives in Bethesda and we
regularly use the trail for weekend biking and mid-week runs.  We have
often stopped to observe the wildlife that inhabits the area and take note
of the foliage as it changes through the seasons.  I have four children
and know the importance of providing them a venue for getting outside
in a protected area where we can go as a family and be active and
witness others who share the same values. Putting in the proposed
Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail will destroy the park land
that we as a community so desperately need as a source of tranquility in
our over stressed and electronically driven lives.  I teach my children the
importance of taking care of the environment and we are not opposed to
mass transit we are just urging authorities to choose an option that
would not destroy this preciously needed and limitedly available green
haven.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bethany J. Mancilla
5411 Lambeth Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #1278 DETAIL
First Name : Galen
Last Name : Mancino
Business Name :
Address : 9506 Warren Street
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Galen Mancino, that's G-A-L-E-N, last name Mancino, M-A-

N-C-I-N-O. I live at 9506 Warren Street in Silver Spring. I just want to
thank you for the opportunity to speak. I really appreciate public
comments and the process of it all.

I'd like to say that I strongly support the combination of the best
elements of the medium and high investment of the purple line light rail.

I just graduated from Northwood High School last year which is part of
the Down County Consortium in Montgomery County which is a true
testament to the growth of our density in the past five years and also the
future growth of this area.

The future progress of this Metro area severely relies on mass transit.
The problems we are here today to address are congestion on the roads
and the beltway, CO2 emissions and better transportation, catering to
improved environmental standards, and lastly, addressing a need that
everyone shares in this corridor. A need to get around easily.

There are some groups and individuals that would say now is not the
time. If such opinions reflected the general consensus, we may as well
forget about our future. The time to act is now.

There are people who will depend on the purple line light rail just as
much as our area depends on the Metro. We are talking about jobs,
going to school, supporting commerce and opening up mass transit not
only to places, but to the minds of many commuters who choose to drive
right now.

It hasn't been mentioned that the purple line would not only cater to
UMD service, but would also help students who choose to live here,
perhaps in Silver Spring or the area and go to American University.

I'd like to remind you that the purple line would connect to Bethesda,
which is only a few steps away from Tenley Town AU, therefore the
purple line would be beneficial to two college campuses.

This issue is not limited to moving people around. It extends to the belief
in building a greater community. We must stop estranging ethnic and/or
lower socioeconomic communities from our centers of education,
employment, opportunities and safer neighborhoods.

There are some who would believe that Montgomery County is not
diverse. This is false. Investing in the purple line in a light rail fashion
isn't just the smart growth or thinking green policies.

It is actively acknowledging that we as different people must come
together as one people, and this will only happen en route to a purple
line light rail. Thank you.



 - RECORD #945 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Manganaro
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MIKE_7MAGS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.

Mike Manganaro



 - RECORD #346 DETAIL
First Name : Aliya
Last Name : Mann
Business Name :
Address : 13414 Crispin Way
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : ALIYAMANN12@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Aliya Mann
13414 Crispin Way
Rockville, MD 20853

301-538-3121



 - RECORD #1532 DETAIL
First Name : Douglas E. & Marilyn K.
Last Name : Lesar & Mann
Business Name :
Address : 2507 Campbell Place
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : DLESAR@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are frequent users of the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT), especially the
section between the Rock Creek Trestle and Bethesda. This trail is an
urban gem, graced by tall trees the provide blessed shade in the hot
months. It is a small but precious oasis of tranquility in a region
increasingly choked by suffocating automobile traffic. We are just two of
many of the 10,000 some weekly enjoyers of the CCT.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10 feet
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane.
With shade and quietude gone, the trail would be no better than a
sidewalk on K street and in our view would be no longer be worth using.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. And with global
warming, every carbon-absorbing tree that can be preserved is akin to a
spring in a desert. And keep in mind that the priorities of special interests
like the Chevy Chase Land Company lie elsewhere -- private profit; not
the welfare of The Commons.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the CCT so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Douglas E. Lesar,
 Mann
2507 Campbell Place
Kensington, MD 20895
Your Address



 - RECORD #1011 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Manning
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARKMANNING1970@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA:

I live in Silver Spring, very close to the downtown area.  Please build the
Purple Line.

* The Purple Line MUST be ligth rail, NOT buses.
* Tunnel to the maximium extent possible in downtown Silver Spring.
* Send the Purple Line down the Capital Cresent Trail.  Do NOT let the
Chevy Chase Country Club dictate where to send the light rail.
* The Capital Cresent Trail is a railroad right of way.  It was INTENDED
to have rail on it.  Do not let the wealthy citizens of Chevy Chase block
the better good that will be achieved by using the Capital Cresent Trail
for the Purple Line.
* I agree to be taxed to pay for the Purple Line.  Tax me, and I will gladly
pay if that will get the Purple Line build, with tunnels.

Sincerely,
Mark Manning



 - RECORD #607 DETAIL
First Name : Roberto
Last Name : Manrique
Business Name :
Address : 4108 Edgevale Ct
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ROBERTOMANRIQUE@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

This email is intended to request that you eliminate the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch right of way as a route for the Purple Line.  My
home and those of other neighbors in the community is directly adjacent
to the trail and having a light rail will impact our families, our daily lives,
our children's recreation activities, our children's safety, and our mental
and physical health. among others. It will also irreversibly impact the
environment.

Studies have shown that even though the Capital Crescent Trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring is unpaved, more than 10,000 walkers and
bikers traversed it weekly -- as of 2006 -- and that number is growing
steadily.   Trail users come in all sizes, ages, races, nationalities, and
abilities.  Families with small children on bikes, parents with strollers, the
elderly, teenagers, dog walkers, high speed bikers -- all use the Trail.
Trail users come from all over the region.

The environmental impacts of  building the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail are huge:

The impact of cutting down all the trees and running trains or buses
about 10' from families, children and the elderly is huge.

The impact of  permanently closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail use, or
at best, putting the Trail above the trains in the Tunnel is huge.

The impact of parking trains awaiting maintenance next to Giffords Ice
Cream and the Landmark Theater --  or running buses through there -- is
huge.

Even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital Crescent
Trail right-of-way may have been purchased for transit and a trail, the
State is NOT absolved from doing a complete and objective evaluation
of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or buses along
the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to
allow for an objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating
of the transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process".  And yet,  the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair nor
complete. The adverse environmental and community impacts are
severely understated in the DEIS -- for all of the rail  and bus alternatives
that would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch of the
Capital Crescent Trail.  (And given the apparent bias in this study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.)

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of
way, and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the
master plan, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become as a
natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.



Had our public officials known then what we know now about the
environmental benefits of  preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Now, it is time for our public officials  to take a new, fresh and unbiased
look at where transit should best be located, and reflect the current
transportation needs of the entire county.

There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full
consideration of the Bus Rapid Transit alternatives on Jones Bridge
Road  in the AA/DEIS:  the opportunity to provide for good east-west
transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties
in a cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other
alternatives, and at the same time addressing the transportation and
traffic needs posed by the BRAC.

In any event, it is essential that our public officials grasp the value that
residents place on preserving our irreplaceable trees and beautiful
recreational greenspace in lower Montgomery County.

Below are some specific concerns about the the Draft EIS as it relates to
transit along the Capital Crescent Trail:

1.  History in the DEIS

There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.



Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

Even though the right-of-way was originally purchased for transit and a
trail, that doesn’t absolve the State from doing a complete and objective
evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting transit in this location.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access



My family will be directly affected by this as today we have direct access
to the trail. Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the
neighboring communities. Currently there are many gates and open
access points to the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways, jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.In the last two weeks there have been light rail
accidents in Boston and in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was
killed by a CSX train in Montgomery County. This is simply not a safe
and resonable location for a transitway, so close to homes and a popular
Trail.

9.  Closing the Bethesda Tunnel  for Trail Users or building the Trail
above the Trains in the Tunnel
The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly
across Wisconsin Avenue at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would
be TOTALLY unsafe.  A child was hit by a car crossing at Wisconsin
Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago.  The high-cost
light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the Tunnel would
also seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone except perhaps
high speed bikers.  Families with children, the elderly, etc.would find this
Tunnel passage difficult.

10.  Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream
and the Landmark Theater --  or Running Buses Through There
Using the open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail
Track" for trains -- or a roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance
and safety of this open space,  which is an important amenity in the
heart of downtown PleBethesda.

11.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given this apparent bias, it causes one to have grave
concerns about other areas of the study which are technical and not so
transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.



Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.

I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Roberto Manrique

4108 Edgevale Ct.

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2980 DETAIL
First Name : Sandy
Last Name : Mansaray
Business Name :
Address : 8736 Carroll Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Rosemary Peterson.pdf (90 kb)





 - RECORD #18 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Mansueti
Business Name :
Address : 6716 Western Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ktbh92@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Michael Madden,

We have some questions about the purple line. We were wondering
what your current status about the purple line is? l



 - RECORD #2052 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela Kurland and
Last Name : David Marchick
Business Name :
Address : 4124 Aspen Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAMELA.KURLAND@HHS.GOV



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews

I am writing to urge you to locate the purple line in another location.  My
family – including my 4 and 7 year old – uses the trail every weekend
and my husband and I use it to walk to the metro from our home.  The
location of the purple line train on the trail will mean that we can no
longer permit our children to venture near the train and that this walking,
running, biking route will be taken from the community -- at a time we
should be encouraging more trails and physical activity, rather than less.
It should be relocated at a location that would not impact the existing
Capital Crescent Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue which is vital to the
community.



 - RECORD #431 DETAIL
First Name : Pam and David
Last Name : Kurland and Marchick
Business Name :
Address : 4124 Aspen Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAMELA.KURLAND@HHS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Director of Planning:

We strongly urge you to recommend to Governor O’Malley that the
purple line NOT be built on the Capital Crescent Trail in Chevy Chase.
As nearby residents, we use that trail several times a week with our
seven and four year old children to get to downtown Bethesda.  The
designs we have seen would prevent us from walking safely on the trail,
and would take away one of the best trails in the area.  We were hoping
that when the kids got a bit older, they could bike on the trail, which will
not be feasible if this train is built on it.  We recommend that it either be
put underground, or by NIH and Jones Bridge near the expanded Naval
facility.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Pam Kurland and David Marchick

4124 Aspen Street

Chevy Chase, Maryland

20815



 - RECORD #784 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Marcus
Business Name :
Address : 6907 6th St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address : andrew@amarcus.org
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line must be light rail, and it must be built NOW.   Light rail

(or heavy rail) is the only transit mode that will be capable of delivering
the benefits that this region desperately needs right now.   The light rail
must also be sufficiently grade separated to be able to zoom past traffic
and signals, unlike the Baltimore light rail through downtown.   The
medium and heavy investment options support this, the light one does
not.

I know that there is strong opposition to certain alignments among
certain groups.   In particular, the Wayne avenue tunnel proposals have
some merit, and do seem to be supported by the majority of their
community.   I encourage that you take their complaints seriously, and
evaluate whether it does makes sense to extend the tunnel there, and
also to tunnel under the Wayne/Fenton intersect rather than traveling
through it.  (The Jones Bridge road proposal, however, makes no sense
and should rightfully be abandoned).

But please do not let such complaints hold up completion of the project.
I believe that, with the globe warming and the DC area continuing to
drown in traffic, it is most important to get tracks in the ground as soon
as possible.

If you allow the project to get sidetracked or postponed by various
interest groups, everybody loses!   Don't let that happen, and please do
everything in your power to fast-track the start date.



 - RECORD #1297 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Marcus
Business Name :
Address : 6907 6th Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Andrew Marcus, A-N-D-R-E-W, M-A-R-C-U-S. I live in

Takoma, DC. The address is 6907 6th Street NW in DC.

I believe that the purple line is a really good thing for this community and
it should be built as soon as that's feasible to do.

I believe that there is a lot, I'm aware of a lot of criticism and concern
about a lot of different things. I've heard some things about it splitting
communities, about it being loud, about it not being compatible with
bikes.

I believe that all of that is from people who don't really understand what
is being proposed. I have seen a lot of light rail systems that worked very
well. I lived in Amsterdam for awhile where they have a great tram
system. I have ridden the one in Portland and in Amsterdam there is
three cars that run down a pedestrian street and it doesn't split the
community. It actually gives it focus.

People gather on that street because there is a light rail there and there
is no cars on the street. There is some places where it does split the
community like Boston, the green line there at Commonwealth Avenue
there is a big gap and there is two sides of it. But that's the road that's
doing the splitting, it's not the light rail.

Light rails bring people together. They make it easier to get around.
They do spur development, which I understand that people are
concerned about, but there too I think that the development only
happens where the light rail stations are, and stations are only put where
there is already density.

So there shouldn't really be any problem with that. The development that
it spurs should be well directed, and if it's not then that's a problem. But
it helps that sort of thing.

I also put - for covering the light rail tracks through the Bethesda to
Silver Spring stretch with grass because it will make it more attracting.
You can't do that with a road, but you can do that with the light rail.

If both the trains aren't going through every minute, you know, there is
some head way between them, then bikers will enjoy a nice sort of park
that happens at the tracks.

I think that that would be a more pleasant experience than what is there
right now which is just sort of a concrete bike trail and fences. I think that
having a wider stretch is actually, it would be more attractive for bikers.

So I think that a lot of the arguments that are against the light rail don't
hold up if you think about what the project is actually going to produce.



 - RECORD #521 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Marcus
Business Name :
Address : 5707 Trafton Place
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARCUS@MMHDC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Civic Officials:

My family is frequent users of the Capial Crescent Trail.  It is unique to a
city as busy as Bethesda/ Chevy Chase/ Silver Spring and family
members and guests who visit us from out of town how wonderful it is to
have an “outdoors” experience in a big city.

Why take the nature out of such a busy place?  In many more ways than
one the trail gives us a chance to slow down.  Losing it would be bad for
the environment of peace that exists along this ribbon of nature.

I respectfully write to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail.  We can put transit in another location, but we
can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace
anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example: There is no
mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail called for a
single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.  While there is
frequent reference to the right of way being a former transit corridor,
there is no mention that the freight train that previously ran in the
corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a single track,
and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple Line, this
single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks and a
trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.



MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

The DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be biased in
understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital Crescent
Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it causes one to
have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are technical
and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.



Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

John Marcus

5707 Trafton Place

Bethesda, MD

301 530-7285



 - RECORD #2059 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela
Last Name : Marcus
Business Name :
Address : 4410 Colchester Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : PAMELA.MARCUS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1970 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Marella-Carpenter
Business Name :
Address : 4221 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : AIMEEWEST@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Jan. 5, 2009
Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to you because both public transportation and the Capital
Crescent Trail are important to me. I live in a neighborhood that not only
borders the part of the trail where the proposed Purple Line is planned to
go, but is also within walking distance to the Bethesda stop on the Red
Line Metro. When planning to move to this area from the West Coast
three years ago, the proximity to public transportation and green space
were factors in choosing our home. I use both of these public spaces
several times a week. Therefore, although I favor rapid transit
connecting the areas along the route of the Purple Line, I oppose using
public green space to put a train.

My four-year-old son and I use the trail three to four times a week. We
take nature walks looking for treasures (like rocks, sticks and pine
cones), we look for and watch birds and squirrels and I take him for bike
rides pulling him in a trailer behind my bicycle. We also use is as a
means of getting to neighborhoods on the other side of the trail from us
where his school is located, as well as to get to fun playgrounds and
many friends’ homes. He loves walking to school along the trail and
even on the coldest winter days asks if we can walk. I know that the
proposal includes plans for some kind of a trail next to the trains, but as
a frequent user of the trial I know there is not enough space in many
areas of the trail near our neighborhood (such as through the Columbia
Country Club or under East-West Highway) where there will not be
enough room to put a trial and a train. I can’t imagine trying to walk or
ride with young children with trains so close. It will be both frightening
and dangerous.

I am not opposed to new public transportation in our area. I think the
idea of connecting Bethesda to Silver Spring and New Carrollton is a
good one for everyone. However, I think finding the best solution, not the
quickest or easiest or the one everyone’s talked about for so long, is
what should be under consideration. I used to live in Seattle, which has
one of the most efficient bus systems in the country. Many of the busses
run on electric lines, so there is no issue with residents complaining
about loud engines or emissions. There are also specific streets in
downtown dedicated to busses at rush hours so they are not stuck in
traffic. I lived in a very nice area right on the route of one of these
busses and it was not a problem for me. I also admire the subway
system here in DC. The faster heavy rail trains that move underground
do not take away public green space and do not cut off neighborhoods. I
would not oppose the purple line’s proposed route if the train was below
ground and the trail was preserved.

Please consider a better plan for the Purple Line. Taking green space
away in an area where developers are constantly clearing trees to build
houses the entire size of the lot and every patch of grass that’s left in
downtown Bethesda is being developed, it would be advantageous for
the County and the State to try to protect a valuable green space. When
my son is an adult, I hope he will be able to take his children for walks
along the same trail he once loved as a kid. And I hope there are no
trains there when he does it.

Thank you for taking my opinion into consideration.
Attachments : Marella-Carpenter_Amy.pdf (14 kb)



Jan. 5, 2009

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

I am writing to you because both public transportation and the Capital 
Crescent Trail are important to me. I live in a neighborhood that not only 
borders the part of the trail where the proposed Purple Line is planned to go, 
but is also within walking distance to the Bethesda stop on the Red Line 
Metro. When planning to move to this area from the West Coast three years 
ago, the proximity to public transportation and green space were factors in 
choosing our home. I use both of these public spaces several times a week. 
Therefore, although I favor rapid transit connecting the areas along the route 
of the Purple Line, I oppose using public green space to put a train.

My four-year-old son and I use the trail three to four times a week. We take 
nature walks looking for treasures (like rocks, sticks and pine cones), we 
look for and watch birds and squirrels and I take him for bike rides pulling 
him in a trailer behind my bicycle. We also use is as a means of getting to 
neighborhoods on the other side of the trail from us where his school is 
located, as well as to get to fun playgrounds and many friends’ homes. He 
loves walking to school along the trail and even on the coldest winter days 
asks if we can walk. I know that the proposal includes plans for some kind 
of a trail next to the trains, but as a frequent user of the trial I know there is
not enough space in many areas of the trail near our neighborhood (such as 
through the Columbia Country Club or under East-West Highway) where 
there will not be enough room to put a trial and a train. I can’t imagine trying 
to walk or ride with young children with trains so close. It will be both 
frightening and dangerous.

I am not opposed to new public transportation in our area. I think the idea of 
connecting Bethesda to Silver Spring and New Carrollton is a good one for 
everyone. However, I think finding the best solution, not the quickest or 
easiest or the one everyone’s talked about for so long, is what should be 
under consideration. I used to live in Seattle, which has one of the most 
efficient bus systems in the country. Many of the busses run on electric lines, 
so there is no issue with residents complaining about loud engines or 



emissions. There are also specific streets in downtown dedicated to busses at 
rush hours so they are not stuck in traffic. I lived in a very nice area right on 
the route of one of these busses and it was not a problem for me. I also 
admire the subway system here in DC. The faster heavy rail trains that move 
underground do not take away public green space and do not cut off 
neighborhoods. I would not oppose the purple line’s proposed route if the 
train was below ground and the trail was preserved.

Please consider a better plan for the Purple Line. Taking green space away 
in an area where developers are constantly clearing trees to build houses the 
entire size of the lot and every patch of grass that’s left in downtown 
Bethesda is being developed, it would be advantageous for the County and 
the State to try to protect a valuable green space. When my son is an adult, I 
hope he will be able to take his children for walks along the same trail he 
once loved as a kid. And I hope there are no trains there when he does it.

Thank you for taking my opinion into consideration.

Sincerely,

Amy Marella-Carpenter
4221 Leland Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1950 DETAIL
First Name : Clyde
Last Name : Mark
Business Name :
Address : 4500 Highland Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CMARK@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : The Georgetown Branch of the Capitol Crescent Trail between Silver

Spring and Georgetown  is used by families for weekend walks, joggers
and  runners for their daily exercise, students for a look at  wildlife,
flowers, and trees, and anyone in need of a respite from  the urban
cacophony. I run on it every day and walk it for pleasure or as a shortcut
to the bank or the dry cleaners. I have seen a couple of deer, a raccoon ,
a fox, mockingbirds, wrens, hawks, and a number of puppies leashed to
owners more than willing to show them off. To destroy the trail, cut
thousands of trees, add another level of noise, chase away the wildlife,
kill the spring flowers by building the "Purple Line" on the trail denies
thousands of people the enjoyment of the trail and destroys a legacy for
future generations. Vote NO on the purple line route through the
Georgetown Branch.



 - RECORD #717 DETAIL
First Name : Ryan
Last Name : Markley
Business Name :
Address : 4023 Jones Bridge Rd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RMERKLEY@PCRM.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of Chevy Chase, I am voicing my strong support for the

creation of the Purple Line. It is long overdue that the Metro system
expand to reduce pollution and accommodate the growing population
around DC.

Ryan Merkley
4023 Jones Bridge Rd.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
(585) 410-0773



 - RECORD #290 DETAIL
First Name : Joy
Last Name : Markowitz
Business Name :
Address : 7415 Cedar Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I was not able to attend the hearing on November 22, but I want to voice

STRONG support for the light rail option. BRT is a short-sited solution to
a very long term problem.



 - RECORD #2730 DETAIL
First Name : Marcia F.
Last Name : Marks
Business Name :
Address : 5317 Cardinal Ct.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : fragermark@mindspring.com



Submission Content/Notes : Governor Martin O’Malley
County Executive Ike Leggett
Montgomery County Council Members

Please think of future generations and DO NOT build the purple line on
the Capitol Crescent Trail.  What you do now will be permanent and
never removed.  You will destroy one of few stands of over 1000 full
grown trees and destroy a piece of land that will provide a sanctuary and
comfort to many future generations. It will also destroy a carbon sink and
absorber of carbon dioxide in this very polluted metropolitan area.
People are already made sick by poor air quality.  A small light rail will
not change this pollution. Montgomery County’s tree canopy has already
decreased by 10-20%.

There is already an increasing trend to replace polluting vehicles using
alternative fuels.  If you cut down the trees, it may take 50 years for them
to reach their current heights.  According to some scientists, it takes 100
saplings to be planted at each person’s birth to provide enough oxygen
for a person’s lifetime.

As for disclosure, I do not live in the area where the purple line will be
built.  We live south of Massachusetts Ave, and use the Little Falls Park
and Capital Crescent Trail on a regular basis.  It is a major source of rest
and restoration for us, a peaceful salvation.  Parkland in the middle of an
urban area is so important for people who cannot get to outlying areas
on a regular basis. Nature has a way of providing tranquility and
essential relaxation.

• As a former chair of the Family committee of the board of Family and
Children’s Service (of DC) we worked to “send a kid to camp”.  We know
that the natural world is important to children’s mental health.

• It has been stated that a purple line will bring more development. Who
will benefit from the development?  Certainly it will not be those in less
economically disadvantaged neighborhoods. It will be the developers.

• We have lived in the area for over 43 years.  When the Metro was built,
extensive development followed; just as it will if a light rail is built. More
development, more pollution, more traffic.

• Being a graduate of Howard University School of Social Work and
spending my professional life working with the disadvantaged, I would
like to help people if it would really make a difference by building a
purple line. It will not.

When Justice Douglas saved the C & O Canal, he did so for all future
generations.
Please do not destroy this beautiful strand of land and preserve it for all
current and future walkers and cyclists.

Thank you for considering my comments and preserving the land for
future generations.

Marcia Marks, ACSW
Attachments : Marks_Marcia.pdf (21 kb)



Marcia F.  Marks
5317 Cardinal Ct.
Bethesda, MD 20816

301-229-6466
fragermark@mindspring.com

January 13, 2009

Governor Martin O’Malley
County Executive Ike Leggett
Montgomery County Council Members

Please think of future generations and DO NOT build the purple line on the Capitol 
Crescent Trail.  What you do now will be permanent and never removed.  You will 
destroy one of few stands of over 1000 full grown trees and destroy a piece of land that
will provide a sanctuary and comfort to many future generations. It will also destroy a 
carbon sink and absorber of carbon dioxide in this very polluted metropolitan area. 
People are already made sick by poor air quality.  A small light rail will not change this 
pollution. Montgomery County’s tree canopy has already decreased by 10-20%.

There is already an increasing trend to replace polluting vehicles using alternative fuels.  
If you cut down the trees, it may take 50 years for them to reach their current heights.  
According to some scientists, it takes 100 saplings to be planted at each person’s birth to 
provide enough oxygen for a person’s lifetime.

As for disclosure, I do not live in the area where the purple line will be built.  We live 
south of Massachusetts Ave, and use the Little Falls Park and Capital Crescent Trail on a 
regular basis.  It is a major source of rest and restoration for us, a peaceful salvation.  
Parkland in the middle of an urban area is so important for people who cannot get to 
outlying areas on a regular basis. Nature has a way of providing tranquility and essential 
relaxation.

� As a former chair of the Family committee of the board of Family and Children’s 
Service (of DC) we worked to “send a kid to camp”.  We know that the natural 
world is important to children’s mental health.

� It has been stated that a purple line will bring more development. Who will 
benefit from the development?  Certainly it will not be those in less economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods. It will be the developers.

� We have lived in the area for over 43 years.  When the Metro was built, extensive 
development followed; just as it will if a light rail is built. More development, 
more pollution, more traffic.

� Being a graduate of Howard University School of Social Work and spending my 
professional life working with the disadvantaged, I would like to help people if it 
would really make a difference by building a purple line. It will not. 



When Justice Douglas saved the C & O Canal, he did so for all future generations.
Please do not destroy this beautiful strand of land and preserve it for all current and future 
walkers and cyclists.

Thank you for considering my comments and preserving the land for future generations.

Marcia Marks, ACSW



 - RECORD #2044 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Markson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ALEX@NOINC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Do NOT ruin downtown SS with a street-level train going down Wayne

Avenue.  It's just plain obnoxious and ridiculous.

its a main street in ss, full of houses, a whole foods, multiple schools, etc

http://www.soeca.org/page8/page8.html

that link details the voting results of the members neighborhood who you
want to put the purple line through.
to summarize, they are opposed to a street level train.

i have worked in Baltimore for 10 years... we have light rail here.  that
sort of thing has ABSOLUTELY NO PLACE ON WAYNE AVENUE.

it's just absurd.



 - RECORD #1640 DETAIL
First Name : Susie
Last Name : Marlow
Business Name :
Address : 10428 Huntley Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : susievine@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a Silver Spring, MD resident and homeowner.  I urge the MTA to

proceed with the development of the Purple Line.  A more effective,
expedient, and affordable connection between PG County and Lower
Montgomery County and the Bethesda Area is desperately needed (and
long overdue) for those of us who live and work in the area.
Furthermore, in these lean economic times, the development of the
Purple Line is tax dollars well spent.  I'm hopeful that the MTA does not
bend to the not-in-my-backyard politics that has dominated discussion of
this project and acts in the interests of a majority of the area's residents
and taxpayers.



 - RECORD #2775 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Marmo-Fernandes
Business Name :
Address : 6803 East Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MARTHA.CARLOS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

As a resident of this community for over 8 years, this trail has become
part of my life.  I hope to share this resource with my young children and
eventually my grandchildren.  One of the wonderful aspects of our
community is its sense of community despite being so close to a large
city.  The trail helps foster that feeling in the residents, so please don't
take this resource away from me and my family.  You are a very
intelligent group of people, I know you can find a better way.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow
bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental
and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1510 DETAIL
First Name : Lucretia
Last Name : Marmos
Business Name :
Address : 4921 Cumberland Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. Marmos.pdf (70 kb)





 - RECORD #1088 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Marmos
Business Name :
Address : 4921 Cumberland Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Card. WM Marmos.pdf (32 kb)





 - RECORD #2097 DETAIL
First Name : Sophia
Last Name : Maroon
Business Name :
Address : 4805 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ssmaroon@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Maroon_Sophia.pdf (29 kb)





 - RECORD #2955 DETAIL
First Name : Andy
Last Name : Marques
Business Name :
Address : 6914 Westmoreland Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.



 - RECORD #482 DETAIL
First Name : Christine & Christopher
Last Name : Marr & Denney
Business Name :
Address : 804 Buckingham Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : ctine@ctine.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am writing to submit testimony in support of the Purple Line light rail
and underground if possible. I would personally use the public
transportation 5 days per week to get to work, and to do errands and
worry free entertaining in Bethesda without having to have a designated
driver. Public transportation is important for ecologically responsible
commuting. The infrastructure, jobs and business it would bring to the
area would also be positive.

Many friends and neighbors have also expressed their support and
hopes that the purple line will be started soon as it is much needed.
Many families only have one car and two parents and teens working and
going to school.

Sincerely,

Christine Marr & Christopher Denney

804 Buckingham Dr.

Silver Spring, MD 20901

301-434-2240

917-547-4173



 - RECORD #2285 DETAIL
First Name : DREW and CAROLYN
Last Name : MARROCCO
Business Name :
Address : 5192 Albemarle Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DREWWM@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

We are residents of Westmoreland Hills in Bethesda and are regular
users of the Crescent trail.  The trail is one of the things we find most
enjoyable about our community and we are opposed to any actions that
would detrimentally effect any part of it.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1050 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Marshall
Business Name :
Address : 8915 Battery Place
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DB_T2003@YAHOO.COM]
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

** Significantly improve East-West travel times in the area. For
example, as the current schedule for the J2 Bethesda-Silver
Spring bus shows, it takes 25 minutes (or more when traffic is
very bad)to go from Bethesda to Silver Spring. Yet estimates
from the AA/DEIS show that both the Med and High Investment
versions of Light Rail will reduce travel time by 17 minutes,
over 60%, to just 9 minutes! (The proposed Purple Bus line would
only save six minutes.)

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
David Marshall
8915 Battery Place
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2034 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Marshall
Business Name :
Address : 724 South Saint Asaph Street
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22314
Email Address : JAMARSHALL@GRBINC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail every week.  Out of all the many trails in
the Northern Virginia & Maryland area, it is truly my favorite, and the one
I spend the most time on.  It is important to me that this trail and it's
environment remains untouched by the Purple Line.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1952 DETAIL
First Name : Malcolm & Darcy
Last Name : Marshall
Business Name :
Address : 3603 Dunlop Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MALCOLM.MARSHALL@CUSHWAKE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

For the past 5 years, my family (3.5 year old daughter and 1.5 year old
son) have been avid users of the Crescent Trail.  We going on weekly
walks on the trail and most recently taught our daughter how to ride her
bike on the same trail.  Being located at the busy intersection of East
West Highway and Connecticut Avenue, the trail is an easy way for our
family to avoid any dangerous traffic to easily commute into Downtown
Bethesda and Silver Spring for family outings.  We have noticed this to
be the same with other young families and feel is would be a travesty to
loose this "green" alternative.  There are already safety concerns on the
trail and it would be a shame if the trails became unsafe and unable to
use on a daily basis.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1992 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher H.
Last Name : Marston
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CHMARSTON@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

I enjoy biking the Capital Crescent Trail every chance I get to go from
my home in Silver Spring to get to Georgetown and Downtown DC. I
have witnessed its growth over the last 15 years, and seen its popularity
soar along the Georgetown Branch west of Connecticut Ave to River
Road. I was excited when the county rebuilt the Rock Creek trestle, and
then improved the trail bed west of the trestle. These investments,
among others, have helped make the trail a real gem and a true respite
from the neighboring suburban traffic and development.

The plans to build the Purple Line over this right-of-way will irrevocably
change the CCT for ever. I don't think the Purple Line as currently
designed will meet the needs of the people and too many trees will be
lost. The narrow right-of-way proposed for the "saved" trail would
compromise the peaceful nature and beauty of the current trail.

I urge you to reconsider and save the beauty of the Capital Crescent
Trail and Georgetown Branch.

Thanks for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1803 DETAIL
First Name : Cassia
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 7015 wake forest dr
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : cassia@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please, build the Purple line as light rail.  (I suspect MD doesn't have the

money for heavy rail, sadly, though that would be even better.)

I live in College Park.   A couple years ago I had a good job in Bethesda.
I had to leave that job nontrivially because there is no good transit
between the two spots.   If the Purple Line existed, I might still work in
Maryland.



 - RECORD #819 DETAIL
First Name : Cooper
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 1227 Shepherd St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address : coop.martin@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a former MD resident, now in DC. One of the main reasons for

making the move was to have access to better transit. I also work with
an organization that conducts sustainability assessments of cities
nationwide. I support the light rail option for the purple line because
chances like these do not come often and every indication is that the
ridership estimates for BRT versus rail are bogus. Look at the potential
for growth in this region. Listen to what the current national trends are
saying. We won't have another shot at this for 20 years. Two billion for
the county connector road and you're actually going to shortchange
transit?



 - RECORD #2689 DETAIL
First Name : Delaney
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DELANEYMARTIN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I love the trail for its beauty and convenience.  Furthermore, I feel that a
subway would geopardize one of the few green spots in our area.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3203 DETAIL
First Name : Dessirae
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 7831 Riverdale Road, Apt. 203
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address : lryn04@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Martin 35879.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #3109 DETAIL
First Name : Ellen
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-5415
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Martin 35467.pdf (148 kb)









 - RECORD #1150 DETAIL
First Name : Miranda
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 4800 Guilford Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Miranda is M-I-R-A-N-D- A, last name is Martin, M-A-R-T-I-N.

I'm a resident of College Park. I'm here as an individual to state my
unconditional support for the light rail buildout of the purple line.

We live in College Park primarily because of the presence of the green
line here. My daughter has been taking the train into town to go to
school for the last five years ever since she was 11 years old.

I hoped that by living near the Metro that meant I would not spend a lot
of time in my car, but as there were a lot of social activities in Silver
Spring and Bethesda, we spent a lot more time on the beltway than I
would have liked.

I am typical of the demographic that I promise you will be riding that line
every weekend when it's built. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2988 DETAIL
First Name : Ron
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 7525 Riverdale Road, #1815
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Martin_Ron.pdf (16 kb)





 - RECORD #2397 DETAIL
First Name : Sydney
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 10721 Lady Slipper Terrace
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : SYDNEY.MARTIN@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #880 DETAIL
First Name : Ted
Last Name : Martin
Business Name :
Address : 1812 Cody Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support light rail for the Purple Line, on its own right-of-way where

possible. I also support completing the Capital Crescent trail alongside
the light rail route between Silver Spring and Bethesda.

This is a very long-term investment. A Rapid Bus system could not
accommodate the coming growth over the next 30-50 years. Please
invest in light rail.



 - RECORD #1871 DETAIL
First Name : Gabriel
Last Name : Martinez
Business Name :
Address : 3322 University Blvd E
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : gabriel_ms@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : There are several issues that are evident which each implementation

Plan. The Medium Option is in my opinion the most feasible.  Our
neighborhood comprised of dozens of properties is debating the issues
that will affect the neighborhood.  I beleive that the project is necessary
but it should proceed without affecting the value of a well established
neighborhood.  To be more specific, the option 2 and 3 which make
sense open the exit tunnel right in front of the entrance to our
neighborhood.  A block down the Street there is no private properties,
and opening the tunnel passed the development would make more
sense to preserve property values without disrupting the area.  The
opinion of myself and the neighborhood is to further discuss options on
this section of the project.  Meetings with the neighborhood should be
coordinated to avoid any delays to the project in the future and get to a
concensus that will satisfy all parties.
Thank you.



 - RECORD #1151 DETAIL
First Name : Yuval
Last Name : Marton
Business Name :
Address : 8125 48th Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : So my name is Yuval, Y-U-V-A-L, M-A-R-T-O- N. So I live here and I'm a

student here on campus. I'd like to first to say that I think having the
purple line is a good idea, and then I'd like to express some concerns
and possible advantages for some of the alternatives around campus.

There are three alternatives that are on campus. The one that most
students knows is called I think the low investment BRT. The one that is
most south is the Chapel Option and there is one in the middle.

Both the lower options, the most southern ones which have the East
Campus stop I believe first of all from a residential point of view they
already serve the residential area that is actually also close to the
current College Park station, so they don't gain much by having another
station there.

However, the northern option has a stop that actually serves a new area,
both to the east of Route 1 and also lots of buildings on campus on the
other side of Route 1 like the Williams Building, Physics Building and
other buildings in the area.

So I think that the northern option is better from a residential point of
view.

From an academic and professional point of view, again the southern
options go very near, at least one building that I know that has a
sensitive equipment, brain imaging equipment that's very sensitive to
both vibrations and magnetic field changes.

I'm concerned that these options might make it really difficult to maybe
even impossible to use that equipment over there. So again, I think that
the low investment BRT option, the one that goes most to the north is
the better option.

As to whether it should be buses or light rail, I definitely think that it
should be light rail because buses will probably get stuck in the rest of
the traffic while rail will go faster. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1309 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Mascioli
Business Name :
Address : 2021 Luzerne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi. My name is William Mascioli, W-I-L-L-I-A-M, M-A-S-C-I-O-L-I. I live at

2021 Lucerne Avenue in Silver Spring.

 I want to testify strongly in favor of the purple line development. I
believe that the county clearly needs improved east/west transit facilities
and that proliferation of roads and parking and all the stuff that goes
along with that is appalling.

Because of that, I would like to, I'm strongly in favor of the light rail
option, 6, 7 or 8. I believe that investment now will probably save us
problems in the future and that it would make sense to invest now in our
future rather than to try to cut corners now and not face up to the
problems and end up with a solution that doesn't really solve any
problems.

I think that light rail would be more environmentally efficient and clean
than a bus alternative. As far as the high or low investment options over
grade crossings, I don't really have any opinion. But I do think that if
investing in tunnels would increase the use of the purple line, that it
would make sense to invest in that and to increase the ridership instead
of again cutting costs and taking the chance that people don't use it or
that it runs into community opposition because of the issues along
Wayne Avenue.

Also I believe as President Elect Obama has announced today that he
wants to invest in infrastructure, that this is the kind of project that would
benefit the federal government to support. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2299 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Mascioli
Business Name :
Address : 2021 Luzerne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mascioli_William.pdf (81 kb)





 - RECORD #2532 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Mason
Business Name : CC-M Inc.
Address : 7755 16th Street, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address : BOB@CC-M.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I bike and walk the Capital Crescent Trail and join others who appeal to

the State of Maryland to find an alternate route for the Purple Line.  The
Trail is a model for other American cities and the enhanced quality of life
that such parks bring to city dwellers.

I strongly favor the Purple Line as a light electric transit connection on a
route separated from the Capital Crescent Trail.  Here is a great
opportunity to improve transportation and preserve urban quality of life
represented by the Capital Crescent Trail.



 - RECORD #463 DETAIL
First Name : Geoffrey
Last Name : Mason
Business Name :
Address : 7527 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : GEOFFREYMASON@RCN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Geoffrey Mason
7527 Maple Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #1310 DETAIL
First Name : Martina Gillis
Last Name : Massey
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Martina Gillis Massey, M-A-R-T-I-N-A, Massey, M-A-S-S-E-Y. At first I

would just like to say that we've heard a lot of testimony here today
about the impact for low income people. I would just like to say that the
purple line would not be the priority issue for low income folks other than
to make sure that there are job training programs in place so that they
can take advantage of the economic development that would come
along with the development of the purple line and I would hope that in
this planning process that we ensure that any source hiring is in place
and strictly enforced.

Just my own personal impact, I'd like to thank Jamie Raskin for
acknowledging that a small population will bear the brunt of the
construction and that's the folks along Wayne. I am personally at
Manchester Road.

It's a horrible gridlock in that area and so we would definitely benefit from
tunneling the light rail. It will take up to three minutes to exit from
Manchester Road onto Wayne Avenue in the morning and afternoon
during traffic time.

So we hope that that is taken into consideration and that also
extraordinary measures need to be taken to mitigate the negative impact
that it will have on the residents in that community and the walk between
Dale and Manchester Road is three blocks.
So that's not, should not be a huge issue in the decision making
process.

Also I am a parent of a daughter at Silver Spring International and the
parents nor the administration there have been informed about the
impact of the widening of Wayne.

I would actually ask today during the open house if Wayne would be
widened because it needs to be to make this feasible and I was told no.

So there isn't, that raises a red flag for me that accurate, timely
information is put out to the community members that are going to be
impacted by this purple rail and I actually do think it's a good idea, but
we just have to make sure that we do it right and smart the first time
around. Thank you.



 - RECORD #494 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Mathis
Business Name :
Address : 9215 Sligo Creek Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : NANMD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello

My name is Nancy Mathis and I am a Silver Spring, Maryland resident. I
am a daily Red Line rider to downtown D.C. I moved to Silver Spring in
1999 from Cheverly, Maryland in PG County where I was a regular
Orange Line rider for 10 years. I wanted to state my opposition to a 21-
stop purple line light rail and support for a hybrid bus route instead.

My reasons for opposing the Purple Line rail: ill-defined purpose, cost,
destruction of homes and dislocation of people. A hybrid bus express
route could be started tomorrow and achieve the same results at a lower
price with no dislocation of people. In fact, I would beg you to first
consider instituting an express bus route just to see what the ridership
demand really is.

I'm confused about the ultimate purpose for the Purple Line. If the
purpose is to provide a shorter, more direct route from New Carrollton to
Bethesda, I don't see how a 21-stop rail line achieves that goal. People
can now go from New Carrollton's Orange Line to the Bethesda Red
Line station in 21 stops. I am concerned that the Purple Line has less to
do with efficient transportation and more to do with developers raking in
cash. I'm not opposed to economic development; but I think it can be
done without misusing $1.6 billion of taxpayers' money. That also is $1.6
billion that you do  not have right now.

Again, if the goal is to reduce Beltway traffic, a new bus line could be
started immediately and an express route from station to station would
likely be faster than a 21-stop rail line. For those who argue rail is more
environmentally friendly I would note that the electricity has to be
produced somewhere and it too is not carbon free.

I also would urge you to consider the cost to the people of Silver Spring
should the train run through Wayne Avenue or any other route that
dislocates either people from their homes or their small businesses. Do
you really want to be disrupting the very people you are purporting to
help? I don't think so.

I realize that politically this train has probably already left the station. But
I don't see how a 21-stop rail line achieves any goals except to enrich
developers lining up at the public trough. Please consider an immediate
hybrid bus line (express), save us taxpayers $1.6 billion and move folks
quickly from New Carrollton to Bethesda. At a minimum, at least use a
bus line to see what the demand really is.

Thank you
Nancy Mathis
9215 Sligo Creek Parkway
Silver Spring, Md 20901
240-461-3400



 - RECORD #863 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Mathura & Family
Business Name :
Address : 4616 Maple Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KBYANK@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson and Council President Andrews,

The trail is extremely important to my family!  We bike, walk and run on it
weekly, even in the winter and generally use the trail as an outdoor
"learning" spot.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Karen Mathura & family
4616 Maple Ave.
Bethesda. MD 20814



 - RECORD #3090 DETAIL
First Name : Stephanie
Last Name : Mattes
Business Name :
Address : 7823 Muirfield Court
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : smattes@louisberger.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mattes 35381.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #602 DETAIL
First Name : Suzanne and Jason
Last Name : Matthews
Business Name :
Address : 5012 Ft. Sumner Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ZANMATTHEWS@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O'Malley,
MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
County Executive Isiah Leggett,
Chairman Royce Hanson,
Council President Mike Knapp,

We have been residents of the Sumner neighborhood in Bethesda since
1987 and have enjoyed the use of the Crescent trail, along with many
others, throughout those years.  In fact, one of the major reasons we
moved to our neighbor is because of this beautiful area  around Capital
Crescent and Little Falls Park. This area is unique to Bethesda/DC as it
offers the only green park we have for miles around.  It is used daily by
young and old alike.  We, as a community, also maintain the area when
county/state funds are not available for the purpose.

We are writing to express our opposition to a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put
transit in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-
lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.  Not only is the
plan ill-conceived and ignores the impact a light rail system would have
on this quiet area of Bethesda, we believe it is utterly irresponsible
considering the current economic crisis and budget shortfalls.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Green space
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.



3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.



9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Suzanne and Jason Matthews
owners of 5012 Ft. Sumner Drive
Bethesda, MD

(Current mailing address:  19 Narcissa Dr, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
90275)



 - RECORD #662 DETAIL
First Name : Lynda
Last Name : Maudlin-Jeronimo
Business Name :
Address : 8105 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SWIM1128WRESTLE920@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Phil Andrews,

I use the Crescent Trail for exercise, walking through Bethesda and
Chevy Chase portions.  I also use the trail to walk into downtown
Bethesda or Chevy Chase Lake to go shopping, out to eat or go to the
movies.  I am able walk to the trail from my house and leave my car at
home.  It is such a pleasure to be able to walk, snow or shine, through
the trees and feel like I am in a park instead of a metropolitan area.

More than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week.  By the year 2030 (the
year for which MTA's Purple Line Ridership estimates are projected), all
of our Trails will be dangerously overcrowded.

Currently, Trail users of all ages walk and bike on the Trail.  It will not be
safe to have high speed bikers, dog walkers, families with small children,
and the elderly, strolling and biking, passing in two directions, within a
10' wide sidewalk, about 10' from trains passing by every three minutes.

I urge you to build the Purple Line somewhere other than along the
Capital Crescent Trail.

All of the beautiful trees that currently shade the Trail would be
bulldozed -- to level the narrow berm that the Trail runs on now -- in
order to squeeze in the two sets of tracks for a Purple Line.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would be distressed to see
this natural Trail degraded and the surrounding mature forest destroyed
for a Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources – including our mature
trees and natural trails – by putting the Purple Line either underground
or in another location.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lynda Maudlin-Jeronimo
8105 Kentbury Drive
Bethesda MD 20814



 - RECORD #460 DETAIL
First Name : Anthony
Last Name : Mauger
Business Name :
Address : 10206 Frederick Avenue
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : MAUGERAI@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : 10206 Frederick Avenue

Kensington, MD 20895

Montgomery News
The Washington Post

It's glaringly obvious that the Purple Line should be underground and
part of Metro.  That would solve the problem of the quite reasonable
objections from the "not in my back yard" folks.  We are told there is no
money. Why not, when we pay sky-high Maryland State taxes?  And
where did all the money come from to pay for the existing Metro?

Anthony Mauger



 - RECORD #2674 DETAIL
First Name : Marie
Last Name : Maurer
Business Name :
Address : 316 Beaumont Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : MARIEDMAURER@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Without the Capital Crescent Trail I would have never been able to finish
my first Marathon at the age of 40. I live in Silver Spring and work in
Bethesda. I use the trail often. I use it beacause of its tranquility and
natural beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1383 DETAIL
First Name : John F.
Last Name : May
Business Name :
Address : 10112 Fleming Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Juliette May.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #1379 DETAIL
First Name : Juliette
Last Name : May
Business Name :
Address : 11661 Lockwood Drive, #103
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. I am very happy about this

purple line. We need more transportation on Sunday. Some of us are
getting home very late, because of transport

Attachments : Comment Cards. Juliette May.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #2187 DETAIL
First Name : Penina
Last Name : Maya
Business Name :
Address :
City : East Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Written Comment. Penina Maya.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #2479 DETAIL
First Name : Diane
Last Name : Mayer
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DIANE.MAYER@MARRIOTT.COM



Submission Content/Notes : I am a lifelong resident of Montgomery County MD and as a resident of
Bethesda and currently Chevy Chase a user of the Capiltal Crescent
Trail.  I am writing to express my support for public transportation
funding generally - my home is walking distance to a metro station for
that reason.

However I am greatly in opposition to the Purple line generally and
specifically to the route that would run on current Capital Crescent trail
for the following reasons:

*       the environmental impact study failed to consider the trail a park,
for technical reasons, despite it's obvious use that way by thousands of
people every day.  It is the most critical green space in lower
Montgomery County.  The purple line route will destroy it by clear cuting
thousands of mature trees. There is no funded plan to repair it.  And if
there was it would be impossible:  there is nothing relaxing or tranquil
about trains running a few feet from you every 5 minutes.  the trail and
light rail cannot realistically co-exist.

*       The state's own study acknolwedges the purple line will not take
cars off the road.  We have conjestion problems that this won't solve.
We have thousands of additional cars heading to this area due to BRAC
that this route fails to address.  The riders this might benefit also have
other options (bus, subway, car pooling).

*       I'm not intersting in my tax $ supporting the Chevy Chase Land
company and other developers who are the only other beneficiaries.

*       While I appreciate the argument that says the county took
posession of the trail to use later for transit, that was a long time ago and
times have changed.  We are not talking about a single line trolly
anymore.  Now we have limited green space, real estate is so expensive
it cannot be purchased down county, and we have an obesity epidemic.
I'm amazed that the same county that banned trans fats would destroy
its greatest asset to encourage health and fitness.  Who cares what the
plan was 25 years ago.  You are responsible for the here and now and
both the near and long term future.  Base your decison on current data,
not some out of date and out of touch plan.

*       At a hearing in Chevy Chase recently, all the state delegates lined
up in support, and the most repeated argument for their support seemed
to be "this is our best shot at federal transportation $."  Well those are
my tax dollars too, and I dont' like hearing any elected officials, even
ones that supposedly represent me, grabbing for dollars just because
they are there, with little concern as to if the cause is worthwhile.

*       if we are going to spend precious tax money, do it right.  Find a
way to do it without ruining the best park in the area.  Why does it have
to be either or?

I respectfully ask that you not support any Purple line route that runs on
the Capital Crescent trail, and to not support the Purple Line at all if it is
not more effective at taking cars off the road and solving the looming
conjestion issues brought on by Walter Reed moving to Bethesda.



 - RECORD #2937 DETAIL
First Name : Diane
Last Name : Mayer
Business Name :
Address : 4602 Hanson Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mayer_Diane.pdf (123 kb)





 - RECORD #2952 DETAIL
First Name : Peter C.
Last Name : Mayer
Business Name :
Address : 4602 Harrison Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mayer_Peter.pdf (152 kb)





 - RECORD #509 DETAIL
First Name : Hanno
Last Name : Mayo-Amilcar
Business Name : Research Bureau of the Americas
Address : 241 Farragut Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011-4125
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : hanno mayo-amilcar.pdf (87 kb)





 - RECORD #613 DETAIL
First Name : Sara
Last Name : Mazie
Business Name :
Address : 9115 LeVelle Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : saramazie@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly believe in a light rail solution for the Purple Line.  This is an

investment that will provide rewards for decades to come.  Therefore,
althought the initial cost is higher than a bus oriented solution, the long-
range benefits are much greater.  I particularly am against the lowest
investment bus solution.  I am very familiar with the intersection of Jones
Mill and Jones Bridge Road.  Any bus solution using Jones Bridge  from
Wisc. Ave to the intersection with Jones Mill would create horrible
backups in the traffic going both directions between E-W Highway and
Wisc. and on Conn. Ave. Special bus lanes at intersections and keeping
the lights green for the buses, would simply not work.  Do it all now the
right way.  It is too bad that some residents in Chevy Chase will have the
ligte rail going behind their homes, but there are not that many, there will
be very little noise, and almost all, if not all, bought their homes knowing
that this was government owned land for which such light rail was likely
in the future.  the same is true for the Columbia Country Club, which
bought the land when CSX was still using the rail line.



 - RECORD #552 DETAIL
First Name : Mark E.
Last Name : Mazo
Business Name :
Address : 3719 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MEMAZO@HHLAW.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley:

I write in the hope of persuading you not to run the purple line trolley
through the Crescent Trail in Montgomery County.  I am not someone
who writes to government officials on matters of general policy. But I am
moved now because the State is considering actions that would directly
harm my neighborhood and the lives of everyone living in the vicinity of
the Crescent Trail.

By way of background, I live in Montgomery County near the Capital
Crescent Trail at Connecticut Avenue, and I work in downtown
Washington. I often use the trail to commute to work in downtown
Washington, my dog and I run on the trail several times each week, and
my grown children run on the trail every time they come home. Having a
magnificent "urban park" so close to our residential area is rare and
wondrous. We must value, cherish and protect that greenspace, which
brings beauty and grace to the people in Montgomery County,
particularly as the population density in Bethesda increases over the
next few years.

I have been following with dismay the proposals to  build the purple line
trolley through the middle of our park. There are other places that
transportation infrastructure can be built, but there is nowhere that this
magnificent park can be duplicated.   Replacing that park with a trolley
would harm the tens of thousands of people of all ages who use the park
regularly and would create a hazardous situation for the entire
community. Unfortunately, the DEIS study was a "pre-cooked" exercise
in which the so-called analysis was inserted to support the preconceived
conclusions.

Please, do not destroy this precious gem that brings beauty and grace
into our lives.

Best regards

Mark E. Mazo
3719 Cardiff Road
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2327 DETAIL
First Name : Mark E.
Last Name : Mazo
Business Name :
Address : 3719 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MEMAZO@HHLAW.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

Please, please, please do not run the purple line trolley through the
Crescent Trail in Montgomery County.  Putting the trolley on the
Crescent Trail would directly harm my neighborhood and the lives of
everyone living in the vicinity.

I live in Montgomery County near Connecticut Avenue and I work in
downtown Washington. I often use the trail to commute by bike to work,
my dog and I run on the trail several times each week, and my grown
children run on the trail every time they come home. Having this
magnificent "urban park" so close to our residential area is rare and
wondrous. We must value, cherish and protect this green space which
brings beauty and grace to the people of Montgomery County,
particularly as the population density in Bethesda increases over the
next few years.

Transportation infrastructure can be built elsewhere, but this magnificent
green space cannot be duplicated.   Ruining that green space with a
trolley would harm tens of thousands of people of all ages, backgrounds
and ethnicity who use the trail regularly, and it would create a hazardous
situation for the entire community. Unfortunately, the DEIS study was a
"pre-cooked" exercise in which the so-called analysis was inserted to
support the preconceived conclusions.

Please, do not destroy this precious gem that brings beauty and grace
into the lives of your voting constituents.

Best regards



 - RECORD #557 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan E.
Last Name : McBride
Business Name :
Address : 3704 Blackthorn Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-4942
Email Address : JONMCBRIDE@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, Montgomery
County Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President
Andrews, et.al. -

As I walked from my home along the Capital Crescent Trail from
Connecticut Avenue to Bethesda to shop day before yesterday,
something I frequently do, I was musing about how pleasant an
experience it was and how lucky we are to have that trail. It struck me
how diminished our quality of life would be if that trail were suddenly
crowded out and overwhelmed by public transit vehicles. A narrow,
congested, shadeless bike/walking  lane  about 10' from trains passing
in two directions every three minutes would not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of all of us who use it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

Thus I write to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring and to request that
you please put transit in another location. This beautiful, tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace simply cannot be recreated anywhere
else. Please don't take it away.

From a process point of view, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) was "intended to allow for an objective, efficient, and fully
informed evaluation and rating of the transit projects seeking funding
under the Federal New Starts process".  But the DEIS does not appear
to have been objective,  fair or complete. The adverse environmental
and community impacts are dramatically understated in the DEIS for the
Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
There is no mention in the DEIS that the Trail has been documented to
have 10,000 trail users weekly as of 2006, and this number has been
growing steadily.  Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need
for greenspace and natural recreational trails in the years to come with
Smart Growth and increasing urban density.   The population of the
Bethesda CBD supposedly will double over the next 15 years and these
residents will need greenspace and recreational trails as well.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is negligent in
failing to quantify these trees or to weigh the impact of the loss of them
to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities surrounding
the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres of  tree
canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are some of
the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they are
important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.



4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail appear
to be misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and to
state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced-in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.

Think about that.  Please.

Fencing will also be necessary along the inside border of the Trail to
keep trail users from accidentally falling onto the tracks or from crossing
intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require major retaining walls
since the terrain in almost never level and tends to rise steeply or fall of
precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children use the Trail to get to and from
Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, and the
Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.  A
transitway in this location would be seriously destructive to community
cohesion and would seem to be particularly short-sighted transportation
planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access would be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access would likely lead youth to try to cross the rail in
dangerous ways. Young people likely would  try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently there are many gates which youth safely use
regularly.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   Do you think it is fair to have no analysis of
the impact on the property owners of  the homes along the corridor?



Net net,  the DEIS does not appear to have been a fair study and
appears to show bias by understating the adverse impacts of transit
along the Capital Crescent Trail.  Given that bias, nagging questions
arise about the accuracy of other areas of the study which are technical
and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how overwhelmingly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would
become.  Nor did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.

I hope you'll agree to take a fresh and unbiased look at where transit
should best be located, and I hope that the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch  right of way will be finally eliminated as a
route for the Purple Line.  I urge you and other Maryland and
Montgomery County  public officials to give a fair and more thorough
study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other
possible routes that should be studied as well.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jon McBride

Jonathan E. McBride
3704 Blackthorn Court
Chevy Chase MD 20815-4942
301.656.1359
jonmcbride@aol.com



 - RECORD #1975 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : McBride
Business Name :
Address : 8722 Milford Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : msmcbride@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff,

Please place me on record of supporting the light rail option for the
proposed Purple Line in the Silver Spring/Chevy Chase area. This is the
only forward-looking transit option that appears to make sense for
addressing the transit problems of this area.

Attachments : McBride_Mark.pdf (39 kb)





 - RECORD #29 DETAIL
First Name : Meghan
Last Name : McCaleb
Business Name :
Address : 3147 Tennyson St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : meghanmccaleb@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden -- just a few questions about the status of the purple line.

What is the potential time line for beginning construction?  Has it been
determined if the Chevy Chase part will be through Columbia's Golf
Course or along Jones Bridge Road?  How long will the construction
take in that area?  We are thinking of purcahsing a home in that area
and are reluctant to do so without more information.  Governor O'Malley
is a friend of my husband's and before we go to him, we thought we'd
start with you.  Meghan McCaleb



 - RECORD #1468 DETAIL
First Name : Ward
Last Name : McCarragher
Business Name :
Address : 3229 Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Hi. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the hearing officer
regarding the Purple Line for both projects. My name is Ward
McCarragher, W-A-R-D, McCarragher, C-C-A-R-R-A-G- H-E-R.

I'd like to raise three points regarding the proposed projects. First, the
low investment BRT alternative, which is a medium investment BRT
alternative, as proposed by the town of Chevy Chase, a ludicrous option
that do not transportation solutions to the Bethesda, Chevy Chase
corridor. The cost of these alternatives is between 386 million dollars
and 597 million dollars for an 8-minute travel time improvement to the
Bethesda/Silver Spring segment.
The parts of the corridor, the BRT proposal actually makes traffic worse,
particularly at Jones Mill and Jones Bridge Road in which the grade
becomes impacted in terms of traffic capacity. It also adds direct
community effects. It requires the condemning of at least one house,
directly affects the north Chevy
Chase Elementary School and destroys the tree canopy on the trail to
Jones Mill Road.

From the hearing tonight, you are hearing great testimony in support of
this alternative. Not from members of the community who are directly
affected by it, but by those from the town of Chevy Chase who support
the alternative as the one alternative which doesn't affect them.

We have not heard any testimony from anyone who's in the Jones
Bridge Road community or the north Chevy Chase Elementary School
community who are potential users of this system spoken in support.

Second, five other alternatives also do not provide adequate
transportation solutions and gender vigorous community opposition.
MTA should consider a tunnel option for the Bethesda/Silver Spring
segment.

Maryland and Montgomery County have been unwilling to consider the
tunnel alternative because of costs, federal transit cost effectiveness
index. I believe both of these issues can be addressed. First, with regard
to costs, the draft Environmental Impact Statement has several
statements in it such as the tunnel requires a much higher expenditure,
end quote or quote, provides low operating speed or mobility benefits,
unquote, for which no evidence is provided. Clearly, there could be a
benefit to... a heavy rail line versus a two-to-three car LRT.

In addition, some of the right-of-way adjacent to the hiker/biker trail could
be sold to homeowners to increase county property taxes. Second,
regarding the cost effectiveness index. I believe that MTA is misguided
by focusing on that when there's been a recent statement according to
an article in the Passenger Transport stated that the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure House of Representatives in which the
chairman is reported to have stated cost effectiveness in the index,
quote, will be gone next year. CEI is out, done, through. I think this
indicates that Congress will more likely take a barter look at this issue
next year. And Maryland needs to focus on transportation for the future.
Not the artificial limitations imposed by the Bush administration. I urge
Maryland to reject the BRT alternative and to consider a tunnel
alternative.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.



 - RECORD #3315 DETAIL
First Name : Caroline
Last Name : McCarthy
Business Name : Transwestern
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : caroline.mccarthy@transwestern.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am looking for updated information on the status/timing of the project

as well as proposed routes and steps needed for approval.



 - RECORD #2393 DETAIL
First Name : Janey and Kevin
Last Name : McCarthy
Business Name :
Address : 10109 Baldwin Court
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : JANEY_LANDIS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #341 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : McCarthy
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the proposal for a light rail Purple Line.

Thank you,

Kevin McCarthy
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T



 - RECORD #2040 DETAIL
First Name : Lori
Last Name : McCarthy
Business Name :
Address : 3607 Dunlop Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LORINMCCARTHY@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2982 DETAIL
First Name : Brenda
Last Name : McCarver
Business Name :
Address : 555 Thayer Ave, #304
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Marvin Majano.pdf (87 kb)





 - RECORD #1579 DETAIL
First Name : Philip
Last Name : McClain
Business Name :
Address : 1728 Poplar Lant, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Yes, please give us east-west mass transit, but bury the portion along

the hiker/biker trail and do not cut the trees.



 - RECORD #549 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : McCloskey
Business Name :
Address : 4709 Overbrook Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816-3029
Email Address : BMCCLOS325@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : see that there is an e-mail campaign asking citizens to express their

opposition to the purple line.

Please put me down as being IN FAVOR of the purple line, including the
route that uses the trail.

Bill McCloskey
4709 Overbrook Road
Bethesda, Md. 20816-3029
301-652-7583
bmcclos325@aol.com



 - RECORD #1790 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy
Last Name : McConnochie
Business Name :
Address : 2320 Hildarose Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : tmcconno@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support  the "high-investment light rail" option for the purple line.  I am

a georgetown branch trail user, and having studied the light rail plans I
feel that the high-investment option would be a net positive to the trail
users experience.  Furthermore, I believe that the reliability benefits of
the exclusive/dedicated right of way emphasized by the high-investment
option make it worth the additional costs in ways that are not fully
captured by the alternatives analysis. If sufficient funding for the high-
investment option is not immediately available, then I believe
construction should be delayed as long as necessary.  Regarding the
BRT options, I feel that the addition of a large number of diesel-powered
(hybrid or otherwise) BRT busses along the georgetown branch right-of-
way or on Jones Bridge road is unacceptable, for environmental (noise
and particulate emissions) and safety reasons, from the point of view of
trail users and local residents.  Thus, I see the no-build alternative as
much preferable to any of the proposed BRT options.



 - RECORD #3356 DETAIL
First Name : Jennifer
Last Name : McCormick
Business Name :
Address : 7818 Friars Ct.
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22306
Email Address : jmccormick55@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Such an outstanding plan.  Piqued my interest when I first heard about

this upon moving to the region a few years ago.  Most exciting.  Misc
info.: Very much looking forward to moving near the Hyattsville Arts
District in two weeks.  Employed as a Legal Assistant in Bethesda.  43
yoa.



 - RECORD #511 DETAIL
First Name : Leander
Last Name : McCormick-Goodhart
Business Name : Langley Park Plaza, Inc.
Address : P.O. Box 8060
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20787-8060
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Langley Park Plaza.pdf (97 kb)









 - RECORD #2102 DETAIL
First Name : Leander
Last Name : McCormick-Goodhart
Business Name : Langley Park Plaza
Address : Post Office Box 548
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22313
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Langley Park Plaza2.pdf (230 kb)















 - RECORD #184 DETAIL
First Name : Anne and Roger
Last Name : Hollander and McCreery
Business Name :
Address : 6904 Carmichael Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : annekhollander@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

We are writing to strongly urge you to support the Light Rail "Purple
Line" which would connect important parts of the Washington, DC
metropolitan area using a low-polluting alternative to cars.  Our
environment and our citizens really need this improvement to occur
NOW, not later!  We appreciate your serious and prompt action on this
important improvement to public transportation in our area.

Anne Hollander and Roger McCreery
6904 Carmichael Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #1152 DETAIL
First Name : Charlie
Last Name : McCrudden
Business Name :
Address : 4610 Beechwood Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Charlie McCrudden. My first name is spelled C-H-A-R- L-I-E,

my last name is spelled M-C-C-R-U-D- D-E-N.

I live at 4610 Beachwood Road just a few blocks from here in College
Park. My wife and I moved here two years ago and we chose our
neighborhood because of its proximity to Metro.

We both fully support construction of the purple line and we further
endorse the light rail option. We moved here because we wanted to be
close to a metro stop for two reasons.

One was it would make our commutes downtown much easier. But
second, we also felt that it would help sustain our property values which
we didn't think it would be so necessary so quickly.

We feel that proximity to Metro and especially a light rail station is a
bonus. I believe, and my wife and I both believe that the same would be
true for the purple line.

It will elevate land values, drive economic development and improve the
overall quality of life for people who live in Prince George's and
Montgomery Counties.

Again, we support the purple line and the light rail options. I'm not going
to use all of my time and I'm not going to go into the arguments about
congestion and relieving and all that.

But we are very hopeful that this will be approved and move forward. I
also want to say that we frequently use the Metro on the weekends to go
to Silver Spring to just go out to dinner and it's nice to be able to use
public transportation to do that because it's quick and convenient and it's
very cheap. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1462 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : McCubbin
Business Name :
Address : 2909 Forsythe Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Okay. My name is Don McCubbin, D-O-N, M-C-C-U-B-B, as in boy, I-N. I

live at 2909 Farsythe Avenue in Silver Spring. And I am here to testify
that I really appreciate the current trail, the Georgetown Branch as is and
would like to not see the trees cut down to build the Purple Line. That's
all I gotta say.



 - RECORD #1942 DETAIL
First Name : Claire A.
Last Name : McCullough
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : claireannmccullough@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own
right of way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale
Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #892 DETAIL
First Name : Linette
Last Name : McDaniel-Corrigan
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line will save significant amounts of time and stress for east-

west commuters, and spare the whole area from increased congestion
and the attendant pollution and traffic accidents.  More than once I've
wished it already existed, and I hope it becomes a reality soon.



 - RECORD #3128 DETAIL
First Name : Evelyn
Last Name : McDonald
Business Name :
Address : 8500 16th St., Apt. 219
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : McDonald 35565.pdf (98 kb)







 - RECORD #1371 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : McDonald
Business Name :
Address : 4808 Moorland Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : Robert.Ian.McDonald@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

As a resident of Bethesda, my wife and I would like to register our strong
support for the creation of the Purple Line, as a light rail following along
the current Capitol Crescent Trail right of way. My wife works in Silver
Spring, and it would make her commute easier. Moreover, as someone
who has studied and worked on mass transit planning projects, I can say
that the proposed Purple Lines has all the hallmarks of a well-planned
project. It is rare a city as developed as Bethesda and Silver Spring can
add a rail line without having to construct major bridges or underpasses,
and the city should take advantage of this major opportunity.



 - RECORD #2202 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : McDonnell
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MICHAELSMCDONNELL@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #356 DETAIL
First Name : Hugh
Last Name : McElrath
Business Name :
Address : 5708 39th Avenue
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : MCELRAH@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Hugh McElrath
5708 39th Avenue
3rd Floor
Hyattsville, MD 20781

703 769-9510



 - RECORD #3342 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : McFeely
Business Name : El Rancho Foods d/b/a Taco Bell
Address : One Palmer Terrace
City : Carlstadt
State : NJ
Zip Code : 07072
Email Address : marty@elranchofoods.com
Submission Content/Notes : Can you please put me on the list to receive a project newsletter? Thank

you!



 - RECORD #1109 DETAIL
First Name : Jackie
Last Name : McGeehan
Business Name :
Address : 7308 Rocky Road
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20882
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Take it out to Tyson's! :)
Attachments : Magnuson_Lyle Comment Cards.pdf (42 kb)





 - RECORD #58 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : McGervey
Business Name :
Address : 8710 Leonard Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jmcgervey@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Are there any public meetings planned? I see nothing past Dec 2007 on

your website.

I live in the Rosemary Hills neighborhood of Silver Spring and didn't hear
about the community group meeting until after it happend.

Put me on you email list (if it exists).



 - RECORD #120 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : McGervey
Business Name :
Address : 8710 Leonard Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jmcgervey@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : On page page 4-7 of the DEIS the report states:

"Each of the Build Alternatives requires strip acquisitions along the CSX
right-of-way. Each Build Alternative would require property acquisition
from one residence and displacement of two other residences on
Leonard Drive."

What are the addresses of these homes to be affected on Leonard Drive
and has the county contacted the residents?



 - RECORD #2432 DETAIL
First Name : Erica L.
Last Name : McGill
Business Name :
Address : 5103 Allan Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : EMCGILL06@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Along with family and friends we use the trail regularly.  It is a wonderful
way to get away from it all right here in the middle of our metropolitan
area!  It was a haven I turned to for solace and exercise when I suffered
a back injury and walking was prescribed as part of my recovery.  I grew
up knowing time on the trail was special, away from the distractions of
everyday life.  Please don't let us lose this special place.

Every week, more than 10,000 hiker s and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescen t Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2428 DETAIL
First Name : Robert F.
Last Name : McGill
Business Name :
Address : 5103 Allan Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : RFMCGILL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Along with family and friends we use the trail regularly.  It is a wonderful
way to get away from it all right here in the middle of our metropolitan
area!  It was a haven I turned to for solace and exercise when I suffered
a back injury and walking was prescribed as part of my recovery.  Our
daughter grew up knowing time on the trail was special, away from the
distractions of everyday life.  Please don't let us lose this special place.

Every week, more than 10,000 hiker s and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capi tal Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1365 DETAIL
First Name : Julia
Last Name : McGinn
Business Name :
Address : 8001 Eastern Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I think that this proposal for extending the light rail system across rail

lines in MD is a great sign of government working positively to increase
access to a wonderful service; a service that so many of us already
benefit from. I support this project.



 - RECORD #2171 DETAIL
First Name : Michael B.
Last Name : McGovern
Business Name : Westmoreland Citizens Association
Address : 5414 Albemarle Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. M. McGovern.pdf (971 kb)





 - RECORD #3329 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : McGowan
Business Name :
Address : 8306 Haddon Drive
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : smcgowan95@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would be interested in getting more involved in local discussions about

the proposed Purple Line.  The proposed stations nearest to my home
are the Arliss and Gilbert stations.   I would also like to obtain a "Purple
Line Green Future" sign if they are still available.



 - RECORD #2634 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : McGuire
Business Name :
Address : 4003 Rosemary St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : JUDITHSMCGUIRE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Elected Officials and government staff,

I am a strong supporter of public transportation and an environmental
advocate.  I'm a strong supporter of smart growth.  My major concern is
global warming and getting people out of cars.  But I believe the Purple
Line should be built but not as light rail along the Georgetown Branch
Trail but as bus rapid transit on Jones Bridge Road or East West
Highway.  Too many issues have been raised by the analysis by Sam
Schwartz Engineering to be ignored (which that have been by the State,
County, and dedicated Purple Line staff).  Why hasn't the initial options
analysis by the Purple Line staff been subject to serious critical review
and altered?  The recent judgement by the Planning Board which argues
for light rail on Georgetown Branch solely on the basis of maximum
ridership during peak hours is wrong because that option in fact will
result in greater greenhouse gas emissions overall (more emissions and
fewer riders).  The light rail will simply emit all its gases out of electric
power plants (not in our neighborhood).  The allegation that people won't
ride buses is wrong.  If buses are quick, clean, safe, and get us where
we want to go, we'll take them.  I am all for giving buses priority on public
streets and making life miserable for cars.  People won't get out of their
cars and use public transit until the traffic gets really bad and the public
transit gets really good.

The light rail on Georgetown Branch option will not only emit more
greenhouse gases, it will be more expensive, less flexible, and
exacerbate existing and future (i.e. post BRAC expansion of Bethesda
Naval hospital) traffic problems on Connecticut Ave. by enabling Chevy
Chase Land Company to expand the shopping area in Chevy Chase
Lake (with more luxury condos, no doubt, and insufficient workforce or
moderately priced housing).

Frankly, I think we're thinking too small about the Purple Line.  We need
a regional, multistate, transportation system based on rapid bus
transport that goes all the way around the beltway and between the
termini of the various subway lines.  Bus rapid transit is far more efficient
and flexible (and interchangeable among routes) than light rail.  We also
need bikeways that go around the beltway, into and out of business
districts, and between subway termini.  The purple line is both less
efficient, less flexible, more expensive, more greenhouse gas
generating, and more antagonistic toward bicycles.  What could be
worse?

I am a regular walker and bicyclist on the Georgetown Branch trail but
my property values will not be affected if you put light rail on it.  I just
think Sam Schwartz has raised serious issues about the analysis that
must be dealt with in the economic and environmental analysis.



 - RECORD #967 DETAIL
First Name : Jeanette
Last Name : McHale
Business Name :
Address : 3322 Jones Bridge Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JEANETTEMCHALE@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

A couple of weeks ago I was taking one of our many family walks down
the Capital Crescent Trail and standing on the middle of the trail was a
four point Buck.  I immediately thought of how sad it would be to have
light rail coming through this trail.

I urge you not to put transit on the trail.  Not only for the environmental
impact but as someone who drives my son to school in Bethesda during
rushhour, because it is a waste of money.  East West Highway is never
too conjested even during rushhour.   In a time where you are asking
teachers to take pay cuts and considering raising taxes when people are
facing tough financial times - it angers me as a taxpayer that you would
waste our money on a transit line that will have low ridership.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeanette McHale
3322 Jones Bridge Court
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2433 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : McHale
Business Name :
Address : 3322 Jones Bridge Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TOM.MCHALE@AMERICANCAPITAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

As a Chevy Chase resident and taxpayer I urge you to not put transit on
the Capital Crescent trail.  Not only for the environmental impact but
because it is a waste of money.  East West Highway is never too
conjested even during rush hour.  I work in downtown Bethesda with
several Silver Spring residents who have a shorter commute than I do
and I only commute from Chevy Chase.  In a time where you are asking
teachers to take pay cuts, the state is running a large deficit, and you are
considering raising taxes as people are facing tough financial times - it
angers me as a taxpayer that you would waste our money on a transit
line that will have low ridership and disrupt a great trail used by many
citizens such as myself everyday.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty. And yet,
the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement confirms that
the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:
Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #835 DETAIL
First Name : Harold
Last Name : McIlwain
Business Name :
Address : 6202 Dennison Drive
City : Clinton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20735
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am more for the light rail than against but have a lot of concerns. At the

hearing, 11/15/08, a majority of testifiers approved the light rail proposal.
But I did not hear anyone discuss the adverse issues that may occur.

I live close to capital at the Blvd and I wouldn't want the adverse issues
related to the metro station at the blvd. Because of the types of
businesses at the blvd, it draws an unwanted group of mostly young low-
income foot patrons. As a result, most homeowners & other consumers
refuse to patronize shops at the blvd. In order to prevent this same issue
regarding the light rail I HOPE that crime is looked out very closely and
that it (crime) will not cause this light rail proposal a nightmare.

Attachments : 18.pdf (927 kb)





 - RECORD #2910 DETAIL
First Name : Richard and Janie
Last Name : McKay
Business Name :
Address : 8911 Montgomery Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RSJEMCKAY@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

My family and I enjoy the trail on a weekly basis.  We take bike rides to
Georgetown, the zoo and a multitude of other places via the trail.  It is
one of the most beautiful trails.  When we are riding along the trail it
makes us feel that we are no longer in the busy hustle and bustle of
every day life.  It allows us to exercise and relax and see the beauty of
nature.  Somehow it feels like we are on vacation when we are on the
trail.  It is such a blessing to be away from all the traffic and noise.  Its a
peaceful place to retreat to so you can reflect on your day.  Having an
area like this without the interference of all the cars/trucks/buses and the
exhaust fumes that make it difficult to breathe, too loud to hear your own
thoughts much less a friend or family member to talk to over the noise.
Many of my neighbors use the trail to commute to work.  We pass
people day in and day out walking their dogs, strolling with their children,
rollerblading down the path.  My children use the trail during their
physical training for sports in school.  It is a great place to go running.
We need this open space for everyone.  There are so few places to be
able to go relax.  Plus it also is a great way to go from the suburbs to the
district for sightseeing or whatever you need to do.  Every week, more
than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, and abilities -- use
the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The
Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from
all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.  Not to mention it would no longer be a place of
retreat.  This is the reason I like living in this area.  It provides access to
many places without having to drive your car, riding a bus.  A way to
travel without adding to the pollution.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #328 DETAIL
First Name : John E McKinney
Last Name : McKinney
Business Name :
Address : 9124 McDonald Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jumck@erols.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the purple line enthusiastically on the condition that

is be light rail, which contributes zero to local air pollution, and can

be powered by a vast variety of energy sources, including wind, solar
and nuclear. Noisy, stinking, diesel buses are just not suitable as
many-people movers. Perhaps they have some utility as low-capacity
movers, but certainly not in this application.
                                                          John E.
McKinney
                                                          9124 McDonald
Dr
                                                          Bethesda, MD



 - RECORD #2073 DETAIL
First Name : Kristin
Last Name : McKinney
Business Name :
Address : 2909 Forsyth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : KRISTIN_A_MCKINNEY@MCPSMD.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : My husband and I bike to work every day using the Capital Crescent

Trail going all the way from Silver Spring to downtown Bethesda.  It is
one of the nicest parts of our day to be able to use the trail for our
commute and we cannot imagine how devastating it would be to destroy
its pristine environment.  Whenever I talk about living in the DC area, I
always tell people about our great biking trail.  There are viable
alternatives for the “purple line” that would not require degrading the
Crescent Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #840 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : McKnight
Business Name :
Address : 4013 Oglethorpe Street
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address : macnachtan@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would never describe myself as an environmentalist, but building the

Purple Line as a light rail addition to METRO is the right thing to do. Not
only is it the right thing to do for the environment, but it is the right thing
to do for the residents of PG County. Take a look at the people who are
opposed to building the light rail Purple Line; overwhelmingly white,
overwhelmingly wealthy, overwhelmingly worried about the “PG Trash”
washing up in Chevy Chase, Bethesda, and Silver Spring. Their motives
are all too obvious when the preservation of a “bike trail” is being touted
as the “greener” option when compared to adding a new line to the
METRO rail system. The number of cars that would be taken off the road
by building a light rail connector far outweighs the benefit of the bike trail
(which I believe could co-exist with the light rail anyway). It defies all
logic to accept that this is the REAL reason they are opposed to the light
rail. Improving bus service won’t cut it. The commute would still be too
long. My wife and I live in Hyattsville, not far from the PG Plaza METRO.
For two years she took that 75+ minute commute to Bethesda…all the
way in to Metro Center, then all the way out to Bethesda (and back each
day). Since the birth of our daughter, that long train commute is no
longer something she is willing to put up with…not when it means lost
time with her daughter. Not even with the gov’t willing to foot the bill for
her commute. She’s now driving. The light rail line would cut the 150+
minute round trip down to under an hour total each day. I can guarantee
she’d be back on the rails if the Purple line is built as a rail line. Not a
chance if it is a bus. How many others would do the same?



 - RECORD #2891 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : McLaughlin, MD
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SSMCLAUGH@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : January 12, 2009

RE: Purple Line DEIS—Preserve our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews

I am writing as an ordinary citizen who supports the preservation of the
Capital Crescent Trail (The Trail) as an extraordinary ribbon of natural
beauty gently laid amidst our hectic suburban streets and
neighborhoods.  The Silver Spring-Bethesda-Chevy Chase area has
always been a sought-after location not only because of the proximity to
D.C. and the nearby Beltway but also because of the quality of life
available, including many parks within which we can find solace and
refuge, a true antidote to the frenetic pace of life characteristic of our
hard-working Montgomery County culture.  The Trail is paramount to
preserving this high quality of life.  It is a true gem, given that it provides
a  useful pathway for commuters and nature-lovers alike to travel
between Silver Spring and Bethesda, and on to Georgetown, but also
because it is uniquely beautiful and tranquil.  Have you walked the path
between Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue on a Sunday with
its cathedral of trees, listening to the rat-a-tat-tat of a nearby
woodpecker?  Have you traveled by bicycle with your children peddling
their new two-wheeler on the way to an ice-cream treat at Giffords?
Have you seen the faces of a whole host of Montgomery County citizens
on their Trail—young and old, from all walks of life---some ambling arm
in arm,  others vigorously power-walking or jogging,  out for a bit of
exercise and fresh air, as well as teens on their way to high school or
running cross-country?  How can you say that this Trail will be the same,
after you cut down most of the mature trees that give the trail its unique
character, after you install a train in its hushed corridor that will pass a
mere 10 feet from our citizens every 3 minutes?  Picture it…it will not be
safe or relaxing.  If you have walked it, you will understand.  Our Trail  is
a unique green space that cannot be replicated elsewhere and is an
essential part of what makes our downcounty community so attractive.

I am a supporter of preserving the trail as it now stands for other reasons
as well. One aspect of the trail v. Purple Line debate that I have found
lacking is any discussion of what impact an on-grade level train route will
have on north-south traffic.  I invite you to head south on Connecticut
Avenue during commuter hours on any work day and pay special
attention to the back-up at the intersections at Jones Bridge Rd., Manor
Rd., and East-West Highway.  Even with the lights timed such that only
a few cars traverse westward on Jones Bridge across Connecticut
Avenue per light cycle, hindering east-west flow, there is still a significant
back-up on Connecticut Avenue.  What will happen when this train
transects Connecticut Avenue every 3 minutes, bringing north-south



traffic to a stand-still?  It seems short-sighted to pour so much money
into an on-grade level transit system that will soon be outmoded as
development proceeds.

In fact, if we are to be completely honest, the main impetus for the train
is not moving low-income workers into jobs in Bethesda (which is
frequently cited as a primary factor---if that were the case, the lower-cost
and equally efficient rapid bus on Jones Bridge Road would be
preferable), but to open up certain areas to more development, chiefly
the land owned by Mr. Asher and the Chevy Chase Land Company.  Mr.
Asher needs a permanent transit stop at Connecticut Avenue and Manor
Road to pursue his development plans, which would lead to more
congestion and decrease our quality of life further.  Considering the
impact of BRAC, the rapid bus line should be given priority over the
purple line on the trail.  Why not preserve the trail and provide a flexible
east-west link that can be dove-tailed with a later outer purple line?  With
the flexible rapid bus line on Jones Bridge Road, you can solve our
immediate transit problems that will arise on day one when all those new
employees descend upon the Naval Medical Center.  It is one short hop
on the metro—or easy walk or trolley ride--from the Medical Center
Metro to central downtown Bethesda. I don’t buy the argument that the
Naval Medical Center terminus is not “in Bethesda.”  I don’t think the
businesses at Woodmont Triangle would agree that they are not in
“downtown Bethesda.”

We should be planning for the future and not accommodating the needs
of a few developers in a time of economic uncertainty.  Why not take the
long view and re-examine an outer Purple Line that would link the two
Metro Red Line arms, creating a truly seamless regional mass-transit
system, with the promise of an eventual extension into Virginia?
Consider funneling the money from the insular inner purple line to the
more time-tested option of expanding the Metro to accommodate all of
the county’s citizens.  You will not only preserve the wonderful treasure
that is the Capital Crescent Trail  but you will also be revered in the
future for making a courageous and wise choice with regard to our future
transportation needs in the county and beyond.

I thank you for your time and consideration. We are counting on you.



 - RECORD #2737 DETAIL
First Name : Michel J.
Last Name : McLaughlin
Business Name : B.F. Saul Mortgage Company
Address : 7501 Wisconsin Ave, 5th Floor/West Tower
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mjmclaughlin@bfsaulmortgage.net
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2022 DETAIL
First Name : Firuzeh and Michael
Last Name : McLean
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FIRUZEHAM@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing you regarding the potential LOCATION of the Purple Line.
My family and I live in Chevy Chase. We have 2 small boys (12 and 9).
We use the trail on a daily basis, since it is one of the very few places
left around here that one can walk or bike with kids with out the fear of
getting run over by a car. We also use downtown Bethesda to Shop, go
to the Book Store/ Libraries, movies, etc....Everyday we notice there is
less and less space for walking, biking, sitting in  a green and peaceful
place. Those of us who live around here NEED the green space that the
trail provides. Our children need a place to walk, play, bike that is not
next to a train traveling at 60 miles per hour... I don't think this is too
much to ask. Do you?

I have a hard time understanding that you all, our public officials could
give the go ahead to destroy this amazing natural treasure....

Please think about the quality of life of your TAX Payers... These days
we have very little to look forward to, Please do not take away one of the
few simple pleasures we have left.

Please DO NOT  put the purple line on the trail.



 - RECORD #599 DETAIL
First Name : Michael & Firuzeh
Last Name : McLean
Business Name :
Address : 4227 Oakridge Ln
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : mmclean@orizon-inc.com



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson and Council President Andrews

We (McLean Family) are writing to you because we are members of the
Chevy Chase, Maryland community and are frequent users of the
Capital Crescent Trail (“Trail”).  We purchased our home in this
community approximately 6 years ago in large part because of the
proximity to the Trail.  It is unusual, in such an urban community, that
such a wonderful piece of land exists.  We either ride or walk on the Trail
almost everyday – this opportunity has provided us with an outlet after
long days at work.  To have something like this in an urban area that is
constantly growing is highly usual and it would be a shame not to
preserve something like this, not just for people residing directly in the
community, but also those who come from farther away to enjoy what
the Trail has to offer.  It truly has a positive effect on both the mental and
physical well-being of individuals.

Studies have shown that even though the Capital Crescent Trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring is unpaved, more than 10,000 walkers and
bikers traversed it weekly -- as of 2006 -- and that number is growing
steadily.   Trail users come in all sizes, ages, races, nationalities, and
abilities.  Families with small children on bikes, parents with strollers, the
elderly, teenagers, dog walkers, high speed bikers -- all use the Trail.
Trail users come from all over the region.

The environmental impacts of building the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail are huge:

The impact of cutting down all the trees and running trains or buses
about 10' from families, children and the elderly is huge.
The impact of permanently closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail use, or
at best, putting the Trail above the trains in the Tunnel is huge.
The impact of parking trains awaiting maintenance next to Giffords Ice
Cream and the Landmark Theater -- or running buses through there -- is
huge.
Even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital Crescent
Trail right-of-way may have been purchased for transit and a trail, the
State is NOT absolved from doing a complete and objective evaluation
of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or buses along
the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to
allow for an objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating
of the transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process".  And yet, the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair nor
complete.

The adverse environmental and community impacts are severely
understated in the DEIS -- for all of the rail and bus alternatives that
would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch of the Capital
Crescent Trail.  (And given the apparent bias in this study, it causes one
to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are
technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.)

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of
way, and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the
master plan, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become as a



natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.

Had our public officials known then what we know now about the
environmental benefits of preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Now, it is time for our public officials to take a new, fresh and unbiased
look at where transit should best be located, and reflect the current
transportation needs of the entire county.

There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full
consideration of the Bus Rapid Transit alternatives on Jones Bridge
Road in the AA/DEIS:  the opportunity to provide for good east-west
transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties
in a cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other
alternatives, and at the same time addressing the transportation and
traffic needs posed by the BRAC.

In any event, it is essential that our public officials grasp the value that
residents place on preserving our irreplaceable trees and beautiful
recreational greenspace in lower Montgomery County.

Below are some specific concerns about the the Draft EIS as it relates to
transit along the Capital Crescent Trail:

1.  History in the DEIS

There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown, and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be



destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary, on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Closing the Bethesda Tunnel  for Trail Users or building the Trail
above the Trains in the Tunnel



The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly
across Wisconsin Avenue at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would
be TOTALLY unsafe.  A child was hit by a car crossing at Wisconsin
Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago.  The high-cost
light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the Tunnel would
also seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone except perhaps
high speed bikers.  Families with children, the elderly, etc.would find this
Tunnel passage difficult.

10.  Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream
and the Landmark Theater --  or Running Buses Through There
Using the open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail
Track" for trains -- or a roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance
and safety of this open space,  which is an important amenity in the
heart of downtown PleBethesda.

11.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given this apparent bias, it causes one to have grave
concerns about other areas of the study which are technical and not so
transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.

I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael & Firuzeh McLean

4227 Oakridge Ln.

Chevy Chase, MD.  20815

Michael McLean

Orizon, Inc.

51 Monroe St.

Suite 1600

Rockville, MD 20850



Tel: 301.309.2300

Fax: 301.309.1997

Email: mmclean@orizon-inc.com



 - RECORD #1473 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : McMahon
Business Name :
Address : 14562 Kelmscot Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is John McMahon, J-O-H-N, last name M-C, capital M-A-H-O-

N. I'm a resident of 45 years in Montgomery County and I wanted to
share with the proposers of the State of Maryland funding BRT, LRT and
the overwhelming evidence in the Washington Post article that the
squeal of the steel wheels on the steel rails was going to require a lot of
funding for acoustical containment treatment and I remember something
that happened 30 years ago that might help.

I was in a group of people that lived in Wheaton and we were being
prepared by the Metro Board of Directors on what to expect when Metro
was going to come up Georgia Avenue into the Glenmont area. And
one of the presenters was Carlton Sickles who was a United States
Congressman and was appointed by the governor of Maryland to be a
Maryland representative on the Board of Directors of the Metro.

And he was describing to us on a recent trip that had taken place
between a group of Metro Board of Directors up in Canada to look at the
and ride the subway systems recently installed up in Canada in Toronto
and in Montreal. And one of the things that
he mentioned that he thought was really surprisingly was how quiet the
Montreal system was and after further investigation found out that it was
because they use rubber tires on the Montreal system.

These were cast rubber tires engineered to do the job and they were
custom made to fit the application to which the Metro system in Montreal
put them. And he said it was surprising how quiet the train was as it
entered the station and left, where they were observing the operation of
the Montreal subway. And I haven't heard of that particular event being
repeated in any of the news accounts of where the LRT system
engineering is today. And I thought I'd share that information from my
Metro experience with the people here tonight. Thank you. That ends my
testimony.



 - RECORD #2547 DETAIL
First Name : James P. and Marjorie E.
Last Name : McMann
Business Name :
Address : 3516 Cummings Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MCMANNJ@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : My wife and I support construction of the Purple Line light-rail option for
the following reasons:

1. The light-rail line from the Bethesda Metro Station to the Silver Spring
Metro Station does not intersect with major roads and thus would
significantly reduce the amount of time spent traveling between these
two major employment areas.

2 Although the majority of riders on light-rail trains would be the lower
income riders who reside in Prince Georges County and the Langley
Park-Piney Branch area of Montgomery County and who now ride buses
that travel on East-West Highway, they would be augmented by higher
income riders (based on the Metro experience), thus significantly
increasing transit use.

3. A bus route on Jones Bridge Road to the Medical Center Metro
Station does not have similar advantages.  Its supporters point to bus
systems in Brazil and elsewhere that use platforms to speed up boarding
and departing and state that buses could take priority over street traffic
when they cross Connecticut and Wisconsin Avenues.  At rush hour
these roads already are jammed and traffic will increase with the
additional employees anticipated at the expanded Army/Navy medical
center, and in downtown Bethesda.  It is totally unrealistic to expect that
buses can override the timed traffic signals that will attempt to handle
this increased traffic without major disruptions.

4. The opposition to a light-rail line is a classic case of NIMBY politics.
The most reprehensible opponent is Columbia Country Club.  Its leaders
know that it is difficult to accept lower real estate taxes for the Club
permitted under Maryland law, while at the same time opposing a transit
line that would benefit the public as a whole; that is why they have
attempted to hide their opposition through the use of off-shore lobbying
organizations.  If a light-rail line will have a major impact on the Club’s
golfers, then holes should be reconstructed and the line should be
screened with extensive landscaping (how does Kenwood handle
Goldsboro Road going through its course?); the travel of thousands of
commuters shouldn’t be disrupted for the benefit of a few hundred
wealthy golfers.

5. The second group of opponents is the owners of property adjacent to
the Crescent Trail.  We hike this trail and admit that the hiking
experience would be affected by construction of a light-rail line.  But the
Trail is there because the rail line right-of-way was preserved for future
transit.  And Montgomery County law requires all purchasers of property
to acknowledge that they are aware of major projects potentially
affecting the property.  Just because these owners (like those near the
Intercounty Connector) were told by realtors “It will never be built”, their
desires should not override sound public policy.

6.   The third opponent is the Town of Chevy Chase, whose
government’s position does not represent all of its residents

      (including some of our friends).  The Town is opposed to more
extensive development of downtown Bethesda and is

concerned that construction of light-rail will lead to undesirable elements
flocking to Bethesda and terrorizing the patrons of its theatres and
restaurants.  The first can be addressed by the County’s planning and
zoning process, which has done a good job to date.  As for the second,
rowdy (and sometimes dangerous) youth are drawn to an area because



of what is there, not how easy it is to get there.  We stopped going to
Georgetown years ago because of the crime risk, traffic, and lack of
parking – and Georgetown is the one DC community that opposed a
Metro stop for the very reason that the Town now objects to light-rail.

Select the light-rail option and get it approved by Federal officials as
soon as possible.



 - RECORD #144 DETAIL
First Name : Rich
Last Name : McManus
Business Name :
Address : 2800 Terrace Dr.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MCMANUSR@OD31TM1.OD.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : At every opportunity for public comment on this project, I have

expressed opposition, and I do so again today.  I live across the street
from the Interim Capital Crescent Trail and use it daily to commute to my
job at NIH.  Simply put, there isn’t enough space for transit of any kind
on the trail.  Homes and neighborhoods have been built up around the
proposed route of the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring,
making intrusion of transit completely inappropriate.

How about fixing east-west transit by doing something creative with MD
410, like above-ground monorail?  Or better bus service?

I highly doubt there are many people who want to travel regularly
between New Carrollton and Bethesda, or many points between, who
aren’t already doing so by conventional means.

Here’s hoping this project fails to get federal funding and is abandoned
by the state of Maryland.  It’s not needed, not wanted (except by
developers) and wantonly industrializes neighborhoods and communities
that currently prize the right-of-way as respite parkland.

All of the politicians with whom I communicate on this topic remind me
that the trail was never supposed to end up being beloved by adjoining
communities, and that the transit option always loomed.  Let this note be
one more in a blizzard of barriers to the Purple Line.  You couldn’t pick a
more contentious 16 miles of territory anywhere in the U.S.  I hope the
opposition, and common sense, cancel the planning.

Sincerely,

Rich McManus

2800 Terrace Dr.

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2761 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea Chamblee and
Last Name : John McNamara
Business Name :
Address : 727 Hillsboro Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902-3255
Email Address : achamblee@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail. I bike and walk the

trail, and even when I drive by it I am affected by the tranquility I share
with other users.

I am only one of more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- who use the Capital Crescent Trail every
week.  You have already received many letters explaining its value and
importance to the region

I am a strong supporter of mass transit, but for mass transit to be
successful it must be incorporated into the community of all users.  If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
DANGEROUSLY CLOSE to children and handicapped, adults of all
ages, hikers and bikers every three minutes. Already the lanes are
narrow too often, and it would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail
users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1203 DETAIL
First Name : Alice
Last Name : McNeil
Business Name : Ardwick-Ardmore Cititzens Associatons
Address : Ardmore Road
City : Landover Hills
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : First name Alice, capital A-L-I-C-E, McNeil, capital M-C capital N-E-I-L.

I live at 7720 Old Ardwick Ardmore Road, Landover Hills, 20784. I greet
you this afternoon with a big hello. I support the Purple Line but
however, building the Purple Line at this time brings to my mind some of
our area's big issues.

Beltway traffic, noise and air pollution, commuter headaches, traffic
bottlenecks, uncertain gasoline prices, the economy, unemployment,
mortgage foreclosures, federal deficits, our loving public school budget
cuts, crime in the area, existing Metro's full note that is to be paid all to
(Belgium... inaudible), environment and all other messes that have been
created.

How can we, in good conscience, continue to create some more mess
by adding to the existing problems by plowing through our
neighborhoods. Uprooting homes, apartments, duplexes, parks, college
campuses, historic trees, green space, and with possibly train vibration
impacting on scientific research. Where will all these dollars come from?

The Ardwick Ardmore neighborhood is still waiting for sound barriers
after many, many requests. We have been waiting patiently since the
uprooting of our neighborhood in the 70's and 80's when a road was built
to nowhere. Each of these many requests has been denied because,
they say, the lack of funds.

You talk about noise pollution. We have it. We also have an impact on
parking problems that have been created by the New Carrollton Metro.
Parking that has created problems on our road, both sides of the road.
People parking at the Metro, walk the one half mile to park in our
neighborhoods on both sides of the street.

We have now been given some signs where they cannot park. But at
one point Sorry. But I do say that I am for the Line but I think things are
more important at this time, in our country, than the Purple Line. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #93 DETAIL
First Name : dale
Last Name : mcneil
Business Name :
Address : 7405 18th ave
City : hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : dalemcneil@tmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : when will the purple line project get started?



 - RECORD #3368 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : McNelis
Business Name : Joseph B Fay Co
Address : 711 Pittman Road
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21226
Email Address : jmcnelis@jbfayco.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please keep me informed with project news letters and/or

announcements.  Thank You



 - RECORD #946 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : McNerney
Business Name :
Address : 12606 Davan Dr.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : C.MCNERNEY@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.Christine McNerney12606

Davan Dr.Silver Spring, MD 20904



 - RECORD #2001 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : McNerney
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOHNMCNERNEY@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To all public officials involved in CCTrail decision:  Please don't put a
train on the trail.  That would be a terrible mistake.  On a nice long walk
along the trail over the holiday, I thought of all the following to contribute
for your serious consideration.  I've lived around downtown Bethesda for
28 years, am an avid user of the trail all the time.  I live across the street
from the trail near BCC high school.

1.  Downtown Bethesda has developed the vibrancy it has because of
the trail - if it becomes a train track it will hurt that vibrancy
immeasurably.

2.  It's a recreational path by equity and adverse use.  The dowtown and
neighboroods surrounding have developed based on the recreational
use.  Say what you might otherwise, all relied on that use and are
entitled to continue to based on established past practice; equitable
principles prevent a change now.

3.  I've lived in Boston, NY, been to Philly and a number of other great
urban places in the US and elsewhere.  The trail is a first- class public
amenity, comparable to the best anywhere - linking G'town with Rock
Creek through a park is a great intrinsic benefit to the whole community -
please don't take that down.

4.  Clearly, the NIH/Naval Medical/Walter Reed complex is where the
jobs are - the number of jobs and E-W commuters served there must be
vastly more than those going to downtown Bethesda.  That's where the
transport relief should be aimed for now and the future, even up the
Pike.  For that matter, if it's trains you want, 270 probably needs one
more than E-W highway.

5.  I could never afford to join Columbia Country club and don't play my
golf there - but it's a beautiful course, and surely it has equitable
standing in this too.  Even if you don't like golf, the green space is
invaluable - taking down all those trees would be a tragic mistake.  It's
hardly a green solution to serve relatively few by destroying a highly
used park.

6.  County planners aren't always right - i.e. the Food Court at Bethesda
Metro center, the Jetson-like buildings at Frndshp Heights Metro,
likewise parking garages over open streets (Mntgmy Lane in downtown
Bethesda -- I could cite quite a few more.  With all the logic involved,
cutting down the trees, and destroying the Trail may have some sense in
a unartful planning calculus to recommend it - but it would be the wrong
thing to do from the perspective of all those with a high equity stake in
the matter - those who live around it and know the community and how it
works and has developed - and the many thousands more who use it
from all over the area, or who some day might come to enjoy a great
park in the inner urban core..

They aren't making parks and public amenities like this anymore.
Please find a way to take the needed transportation remedy to where it's
needed most - HIH/Naval medical.  Use the rapid transit and save the $
until you can put the train underground,, or put a Disney monorail on the
Beltway, or trolley cars on E-W highway, or something - but please don't
put a train on the CC trail.

Thanks for your consideration.  Good luck with this difficult decision.
John McNerney



 - RECORD #345 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : McPherson
Business Name :
Address : 8407 Cedar Street
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : GOSOX1918@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
David McPherson
8407 Cedar Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #828 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : McPherson
Business Name :
Address : 8407 Cedar Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : gosox1918@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components: an at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;  service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park and New
Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in DTSS and at the intersection
of Wayne and Dale and other communities along the transit corridor;
completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the transit
line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between Bethesda
and Silver Spring and completion of the Greenway bike trail connecting
sligo creek with the ss transit center; a community- and environmentally-
friendly design that mitigates negative impacts in a cost-effective manner
without impeding the speedy implementation of this project.

David M. McPherson



 - RECORD #1517 DETAIL
First Name : William B.
Last Name : Mead
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : WBMEAD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To:  Diane Ratcliff, MTA Director of Planning

From:  William B. Mead, 4821 Montgomery Lane Apt. 605, Bethesda
Md. 20814
Phone 301-657-2234

Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

    With three alternatives, the winner, it seems to me, should be bus
service using Jones Bridge Road and serving the new Walter Reed
complex.  It is the least expensive, the least disruptive, and the most
useful.  A railroad line along the trail would largely destroy a valuable
public possession.  Bus service along Woodmont would turn the
Bethesda Row triumph into an urban nuisance.
    Thanks for your consideration.

    Sincerely,

    William B. Mead



 - RECORD #1153 DETAIL
First Name : Birgit
Last Name : Meade
Business Name :
Address : 7405 Dartmouth Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. Birgit is BI-R-G-I-T and last name Meade, M-E-A-D-E.

I have been a resident of the Washington area, I live in College Park for
15 years. I think it is an exciting area to live, but traffic congestion is in
my mind the single most negative factor to our life quality.

It is almost impossible to have during the week activities that are in
Rockville or Bethesda, so I think to address that problem we definitely
need the purple line. I agree with the previous speaker, we need to look
forward, have a high quality system that provides fast rides because that
is the only way to attract other drivers off the road and contribute to
environmental improvement and quality of life for all residents. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #2848 DETAIL
First Name : Maury Mechanick, Deborah Lamb-Mechanick, and
Last Name : Irving Mechanick
Business Name :
Address : 8905 Montgomery Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : lambmechanick@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : January 14, 2009

To:  Maryland Transit Administration

Re:  Comments on the Purple Line Project Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (AA/DEIS)

These comments are provided to express our gravest concerns about
proposals involving the future construction of a light rail transit (LRT)
system known as the Purple Line, now under consideration.

These LRT options under consideration each come with a very hefty
price tag, which is generally double that of the various bus rapid transit
(BRT) systems also under consideration, and which would fail any
reasoned cost benefit analysis.  Moreover, as reported in the
Washington Post this past Friday (January 9, 2009, at A-1), Metro is
already facing a operating shortfall for 2009 of nearly $176 million,
resulting in consideration of substantial layoffs and service reductions.
Yet rather than focus on addressing these immediate concerns that
affect the fundamental quality of transit service today, the Maryland
Transit Administration is looking at costly proposals to build a LRT
system that fundamentally would constitute a train to nowhere.

What is most fascinating about this is how the purported rationale for
construction of a LRT system has continually shifted over the past
several years, as the shortcomings of each proffered rationale approach
have come to light.  Is the main objective to provide improved
connections between New Carrollton, Silver Spring and Bethesda
(although all three locations are already served by Metrorail); is it to
provide better access to the Interstate 270 “High Tech Corridor”
(although the Purple Line in fact goes nowhere near the corridor and
transfer points at Gallery Place or Metro Center on the Red Line are
simply being replaced by a transfer point at Bethesda); or it to provide
better short distance transport for locations between New Carrolton and
Silver Spring and Silver Spring and Bethesda (without any clear
documentation of the inadequacy of existing short distance alternatives).
Most significantly, none of these rationales are geared to reducing traffic
congestion in the region and the expected impact along major commuter
corridors such as Connecticut Avenue will undoubtedly worsen if lower
cost LRT alternatives are adopted with street level train crossings.

Indeed, one of the key advantages of the BRT alternatives, which is the
flexibility to change routes are requirements change, which has the
potential to address real congestion concerns, is now touted as a
disadvantage, because developers would be less likely to invest since a
bus route in less permanent that a rail line.  But if there is one lesson to
be learned from the Metro experience to date in the greater DC
metropolitan area, the loss of routing flexibility that goes with rail
(whether subway or light rail) extracts a terrible toll on the ability to
meeting evolving transportation demands.  And unlike more remote
suburban areas, where substantial new housing is the key development
objective, that really is not the case with respect to the routing of the
Purple Line.   Rather the developers that may be affected here are
purely commercial developers, and there is a substantial question as to
whether current commercial development along the contemplated Purple
Line route is so lacking that additional incentives or rewards are
necessary to prompt new development.  Focusing on one of the most
pertinent examples – that of the Connecticut Avenue station – there is
already sufficient commercial development present involving a variety of
retail establishments, many of which are family-owned businesses.
Replacing that with new commercial development will disrupt the
provision of retail services in the immediate area for a number of years



while new construction is undertaken, and would most likely replace
these family-owned small businesses with a proliferation of national
chain stores.  The prospect of this may seem quite attractive for
developers such as the Chevy Chase Land Development Company, but
whether this serves the interests of the surrounding community is
seriously open to question.

Indeed, we have apparently reached the sorry state toady of where the
key rationale at this point for LRT seems to be its relative “sexiness”
compared to the that of the less costly BRT proposals also under
consideration (see, e.g., Councilperson Floreen, who characterizes light
rail as “more snazzy” and bus rapid transit as a “second-class system” –
Washington Post, Jan. 8, 2009 at B-1).  It is particularly disheartening to
see that, in the eyes of our elected officials, glitz has supplanted
functionality as a key policy determinant.  Equally distressing is the
welcoming embrace by these same elected officials of the purported
greater availability of federal funds to underwrite the LTR approach as a
further rationale for its appeal – demonstrating that they are fully
prepared to be seduced by the ready availability of OPM (“other people’s
money”) as the basis for what is fundamentally a misguided policy
decision.

At bottom, the case against line rail is quite compelling.  The
environmental impact will be substantial, the impact on traffic congestion
marginal, and reductions in current transit times for most passengers
would be minimal to non-existent, particularly as regards connections
through Bethesda, where the interface between the Purple Line and the
Red Line will entail a yet-to-be constructed southern entrance to the
Bethesda Metro station, relying exclusively on elevator access (and we
all know Metro’s excellent track record for elevator maintenance!).
Moreover, the LRT proposal most likely to be adopted would rely on a
street level crossing of Connecticut Avenue, one of the busiest
thoroughfares in the entire metropolitan area, leading to the possibility of
vehicular gridlock through significant portions of the morning and
evening rush hours on a daily basis (with LRT crossings of Connecticut
Avenue in one direction or the other as frequent as every three minutes
during rush hour periods in the morning and evening!).  And while the
street level crossing of Connecticut Avenue is currently only an element
of the Low Investment LRT alternative, even if the Medium or High Cost
LRT alternatives were selected (an unlikely outcome given today’s
overall financial situation), the costly elevated crossing for Connecticut
Avenue would almost certainly be the first casualty of any cost over-runs
that would inevitably occur, given the inherent difficulties in managing
any program such as the Purple Line.

Lastly, the LRT proposals completely fail to take into account the most
significant near-term transportation priority now facing the Bethesda-
Silver Spring corridor, which is the impact of the BRAC-driven closing of
Walter Reed and the relocation of its major functions to the National
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.  The AA/DEIS prepared by the
Maryland Transit Administration blithely discounts the impact from this
as largely irrelevant in the 2030 timeframe, but as we all know, over the
next five to ten years, those impacts will be considerable.  In light of this,
it is incomprehensible that the solution embodied by the Purple Line LRT
proposals would be to misroute the potentially significant influx of mass
transit passengers destined for Medical Center to the Bethesda Metro
Station, rather than directly to the Medical Center, as the LRT approach
envisions.

An outline of additional concerns regarding these issues, with cross
references to the AA/DEIS as appropriate, is attached for your
information as Attachment A.



 In conclusion, the Purple Line LRT options are, by any measure, the
wrong solution for the wrong problem at the wrong time, and the
possible availability of federal funding in no way alters that assessment.
The DC Metro system faces a number of critical challenges over the
next quarter century, and devoting more than $1 billion dollars to an ill-
conceived program such as the Purple Line light rail transit option will do
nothing to advance the interests of the affected residents of Montgomery
and Prince Georges Counties.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these views.

     Sincerely,

     Maury Mechanick and Deborah Lamb-Mechanick
     Irving Mechanick
     8905 Montgomery Avenue
     Chevy Chase, MD  20815
     Email:  lambmechanick@verizon.net

Attachment A

ATTACHMENT A

Purple Line LRT – Wrong Solution to the Wrong Problem at the Wrong
Time

Although the Maryland Transit Administration has prepared an
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environment Impact Statement (AA/DEIS)
considering various Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and Light Rail Transit
(LRT) alternatives, the analysis of the LRT proposals fails to
meaningfully address a number of key issues:

• Adverse Environmental Impact of LRT Alternatives

? Effective destruction of current green space including many mature
trees along the Capital Crescent Trail between Silver Spring and
Bethesda (AA/DEIS at 4-22)
? Negligible reductions in regional traffic volumes  (AA/DEIS at 3-8)
? Acknowledged increased auto emissions from surface road congestion
due to any LRT surface level street crossings
? Potential impact of extended hours of operation (the same as Metro,
i.e., until midnight Sunday through Thursday and until 3:00 am on Friday
and Saturday) on noise pollution

• Increased Traffic Congestion Along Major Thoroughfares Resulting
from Surface Street Crossings

? The Low Investment LRT proposal would involve a street level crossing
of Connecticut Avenue; although the Medium and High Investment LRT
proposals currently contemplate an elevated crossing, in the event of
any cost overruns which are likely to occur, the elevated crossing at
Connecticut Avenue would likely be forsaken
? No meaningful assessment of increased traffic congestion resulting
from a street level crossing has ever been conducted; issue was
acknowledged but then discounted  (AA/DEIS at 3-14)
? Planned schedule of operations would result in peak (rush hour)
crossing times of Connecticut Avenue every six minutes in each
direction, effectively resulting in a traffic flow interruption every three



minutes during the morning and evening rush hours
? Increased pedestrian traffic accessing the Connecticut Avenue station
would further exacerbate traffic congestion along Connecticut Avenue
? Similar considerations would apply to any other street level crossing
along the Purple Line under any of the LRT proposals, leading to
potential gridlock conditions particularly during rush hour periods
? Absence of parking facilities or Kiss and Ride drop-offs diminishes
attractiveness of any of the LRT proposals to vehicular-based
passengers, and population densities in the neighboring areas are
insufficient to generate large scale pedestrian ridership

• Passenger Travel Times Will Not Be Significantly Reduced

? The primary interface between the Purple Line and the Red Line at
Bethesda will be by elevator access as part of yet-to-be-constructed new
southern entrance to the Bethesda station; in the event  of elevator
outages or backups, connecting passengers would have a one-to-two
block walk to connect from one line to the other line
? Given Metro’s overall poor track record for elevator access, additional
delays and backups are extremely likely to occur
? Potential Purple Line passengers who already have Orange, Green or
Red Line access are unlikely to see major reductions in travel time
to/from I-270 Tech Corridor or Medical Center destinations, given
Bethesda interconnection inefficiencies

• BRAC-Related Issues Are Not Addressed

? Potential BRAC impact is acknowledged but then discounted as
marginal by the year 2030 (AA/DEIS at 1-10); however, during the
intervening 20 year period, likely BRAC impacts on traffic patterns and
congestion will be substantial
? Rather than ameliorate BRAC concerns, LRT solutions exacerbate
them by routing passengers to wrong location – Bethesda rather than
Medical Center
? The inadequacies of the Purple Line/Red Line interface at Bethesda
will impede easy passenger connections to Medical Center

• BRT Solutions Do Not Suffer From Any of These Adverse Impacts

? BRT solutions are substantially less costly, and can be implemented, if
necessary, on a more incremental basis and with greater schedule
flexibility

? Perceived easier availability of Federal funding should never be an
acceptable rationale for a bad policy decision

Attachments : Mechanick_Maury.pdf (38 kb)



January 14, 2009

To:  Maryland Transit Administration

Re:  Comments on the Purple Line Project Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (AA/DEIS)

These comments are provided to express our gravest concerns about proposals involving 
the future construction of a light rail transit (LRT) system known as the Purple Line, now 
under consideration.

These LRT options under consideration each come with a very hefty price tag, which is 
generally double that of the various bus rapid transit (BRT) systems also under 
consideration, and which would fail any reasoned cost benefit analysis.  Moreover, as 
reported in the Washington Post this past Friday (January 9, 2009, at A-1), Metro is 
already facing a operating shortfall for 2009 of nearly $176 million, resulting in 
consideration of substantial layoffs and service reductions.  Yet rather than focus on 
addressing these immediate concerns that affect the fundamental quality of transit service 
today, the Maryland Transit Administration is looking at costly proposals to build a LRT 
system that fundamentally would constitute a train to nowhere.   

What is most fascinating about this is how the purported rationale for construction of a 
LRT system has continually shifted over the past several years, as the shortcomings of 
each proffered rationale approach have come to light.  Is the main objective to provide 
improved connections between New Carrollton, Silver Spring and Bethesda (although all 
three locations are already served by Metrorail); is it to provide better access to the 
Interstate 270 “High Tech Corridor” (although the Purple Line in fact goes nowhere near 
the corridor and transfer points at Gallery Place or Metro Center on the Red Line are 
simply being replaced by a transfer point at Bethesda); or it to provide better short 
distance transport for locations between New Carrolton and Silver Spring and Silver 
Spring and Bethesda (without any clear documentation of the inadequacy of existing 
short distance alternatives).  Most significantly, none of these rationales are geared to 
reducing traffic congestion in the region and the expected impact along major commuter 
corridors such as Connecticut Avenue will undoubtedly worsen if lower cost LRT 
alternatives are adopted with street level train crossings.  

Indeed, one of the key advantages of the BRT alternatives, which is the flexibility to 
change routes are requirements change, which has the potential to address real congestion 
concerns, is now touted as a disadvantage, because developers would be less likely to 
invest since a bus route in less permanent that a rail line.  But if there is one lesson to be 
learned from the Metro experience to date in the greater DC metropolitan area, the loss of 
routing flexibility that goes with rail (whether subway or light rail) extracts a terrible toll 
on the ability to meeting evolving transportation demands.  And unlike more remote 
suburban areas, where substantial new housing is the key development objective, that 
really is not the case with respect to the routing of the Purple Line.   Rather the 
developers that may be affected here are purely commercial developers, and there is a 



substantial question as to whether current commercial development along the 
contemplated Purple Line route is so lacking that additional incentives or rewards are 
necessary to prompt new development.  Focusing on one of the most pertinent examples 
– that of the Connecticut Avenue station – there is already sufficient commercial 
development present involving a variety of retail establishments, many of which are 
family-owned businesses.  Replacing that with new commercial development will disrupt 
the provision of retail services in the immediate area for a number of years while new 
construction is undertaken, and would most likely replace these family-owned small 
businesses with a proliferation of national chain stores.  The prospect of this may seem 
quite attractive for developers such as the Chevy Chase Land Development Company, 
but whether this serves the interests of the surrounding community is seriously open to 
question. 

Indeed, we have apparently reached the sorry state toady of where the key rationale at 
this point for LRT seems to be its relative “sexiness” compared to the that of the less 
costly BRT proposals also under consideration (see, e.g., Councilperson Floreen, who 
characterizes light rail as “more snazzy” and bus rapid transit as a “second-class system” 
– Washington Post, Jan. 8, 2009 at B-1).  It is particularly disheartening to see that, in the 
eyes of our elected officials, glitz has supplanted functionality as a key policy 
determinant.  Equally distressing is the welcoming embrace by these same elected 
officials of the purported greater availability of federal funds to underwrite the LTR 
approach as a further rationale for its appeal – demonstrating that they are fully prepared 
to be seduced by the ready availability of OPM (“other people’s money”) as the basis for 
what is fundamentally a misguided policy decision.

At bottom, the case against line rail is quite compelling.  The environmental impact will 
be substantial, the impact on traffic congestion marginal, and reductions in current transit 
times for most passengers would be minimal to non-existent, particularly as regards 
connections through Bethesda, where the interface between the Purple Line and the Red 
Line will entail a yet-to-be constructed southern entrance to the Bethesda Metro station, 
relying exclusively on elevator access (and we all know Metro’s excellent track record 
for elevator maintenance!).   Moreover, the LRT proposal most likely to be adopted 
would rely on a street level crossing of Connecticut Avenue, one of the busiest 
thoroughfares in the entire metropolitan area, leading to the possibility of vehicular 
gridlock through significant portions of the morning and evening rush hours on a daily 
basis (with LRT crossings of Connecticut Avenue in one direction or the other as 
frequent as every three minutes during rush hour periods in the morning and evening!).  
And while the street level crossing of Connecticut Avenue is currently only an element of 
the Low Investment LRT alternative, even if the Medium or High Cost LRT alternatives 
were selected (an unlikely outcome given today’s overall financial situation), the costly 
elevated crossing for Connecticut Avenue would almost certainly be the first casualty of 
any cost over-runs that would inevitably occur, given the inherent difficulties in 
managing any program such as the Purple Line.   

Lastly, the LRT proposals completely fail to take into account the most significant near-
term transportation priority now facing the Bethesda-Silver Spring corridor, which is the 



impact of the BRAC-driven closing of Walter Reed and the relocation of its major 
functions to the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda.  The AA/DEIS prepared by 
the Maryland Transit Administration blithely discounts the impact from this as largely 
irrelevant in the 2030 timeframe, but as we all know, over the next five to ten years, those 
impacts will be considerable.  In light of this, it is incomprehensible that the solution 
embodied by the Purple Line LRT proposals would be to misroute the potentially 
significant influx of mass transit passengers destined for Medical Center to the Bethesda 
Metro Station, rather than directly to the Medical Center, as the LRT approach envisions.

An outline of additional concerns regarding these issues, with cross references to the 
AA/DEIS as appropriate, is attached for your information as Attachment A.

In conclusion, the Purple Line LRT options are, by any measure, the wrong solution for 
the wrong problem at the wrong time, and the possible availability of federal funding in 
no way alters that assessment.  The DC Metro system faces a number of critical 
challenges over the next quarter century, and devoting more than $1 billion dollars to an 
ill-conceived program such as the Purple Line light rail transit option will do nothing to 
advance the interests of the affected residents of Montgomery and Prince Georges 
Counties.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these views.

Sincerely,

Maury Mechanick and Deborah Lamb-Mechanick
Irving Mechanick
8905 Montgomery Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD  20815
Email:  lambmechanick@verizon.net

Attachment A



ATTACHMENT A

Purple Line LRT – Wrong Solution to the Wrong Problem at the Wrong Time

Although the Maryland Transit Administration has prepared an Alternatives 
Analysis/Draft Environment Impact Statement (AA/DEIS) considering various Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) and Light Rail Transit (LRT) alternatives, the analysis of the LRT 
proposals fails to meaningfully address a number of key issues:

� Adverse Environmental Impact of LRT Alternatives 

� Effective destruction of current green space including many mature trees 
along the Capital Crescent Trail between Silver Spring and Bethesda 
(AA/DEIS at 4-22)

� Negligible reductions in regional traffic volumes  (AA/DEIS at 3-8)
� Acknowledged increased auto emissions from surface road congestion due to 

any LRT surface level street crossings 
� Potential impact of extended hours of operation (the same as Metro, i.e., until 

midnight Sunday through Thursday and until 3:00 am on Friday and Saturday) 
on noise pollution

� Increased Traffic Congestion Along Major Thoroughfares Resulting from Surface 
Street Crossings 

� The Low Investment LRT proposal would involve a street level crossing of 
Connecticut Avenue; although the Medium and High Investment LRT 
proposals currently contemplate an elevated crossing, in the event of any cost 
overruns which are likely to occur, the elevated crossing at Connecticut 
Avenue would likely be forsaken

� No meaningful assessment of increased traffic congestion resulting from a 
street level crossing has ever been conducted; issue was acknowledged but 
then discounted  (AA/DEIS at 3-14)

� Planned schedule of operations would result in peak (rush hour) crossing 
times of Connecticut Avenue every six minutes in each direction, effectively 
resulting in a traffic flow interruption every three minutes during the morning 
and evening rush hours

� Increased pedestrian traffic accessing the Connecticut Avenue station would 
further exacerbate traffic congestion along Connecticut Avenue

� Similar considerations would apply to any other street level crossing along the 
Purple Line under any of the LRT proposals, leading to potential gridlock 
conditions particularly during rush hour periods

� Absence of parking facilities or Kiss and Ride drop-offs diminishes 
attractiveness of any of the LRT proposals to vehicular-based passengers, and 
population densities in the neighboring areas are insufficient to generate large 
scale pedestrian ridership



� Passenger Travel Times Will Not Be Significantly Reduced

� The primary interface between the Purple Line and the Red Line at Bethesda 
will be by elevator access as part of yet-to-be-constructed new southern 
entrance to the Bethesda station; in the event  of elevator outages or backups, 
connecting passengers would have a one-to-two block walk to connect from 
one line to the other line

� Given Metro’s overall poor track record for elevator access, additional delays 
and backups are extremely likely to occur 

� Potential Purple Line passengers who already have Orange, Green or Red 
Line access are unlikely to see major reductions in travel time to/from I-270 
Tech Corridor or Medical Center destinations, given Bethesda interconnection 
inefficiencies

� BRAC-Related Issues Are Not Addressed

� Potential BRAC impact is acknowledged but then discounted as marginal by 
the year 2030 (AA/DEIS at 1-10); however, during the intervening 20 year 
period, likely BRAC impacts on traffic patterns and congestion will be 
substantial 

� Rather than ameliorate BRAC concerns, LRT solutions exacerbate them by 
routing passengers to wrong location – Bethesda rather than Medical Center

� The inadequacies of the Purple Line/Red Line interface at Bethesda will 
impede easy passenger connections to Medical Center

� BRT Solutions Do Not Suffer From Any of These Adverse Impacts

� BRT solutions are substantially less costly, and can be implemented, if 
necessary, on a more incremental basis and with greater schedule flexibility

� Perceived easier availability of Federal funding should never be an acceptable 
rationale for a bad policy decision 



 - RECORD #2576 DETAIL
First Name : Angela
Last Name : Meche Kilcullen
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AKILCULLEN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

MY family of 6 and I regularly use the trail for family bike rides, jogging
and just walking on in order to spend some quiet time together. Please
DO NOT ruin this special place by bringing the Purple Line here. It would
be a travesty for the entire area.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from s chool, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1254 DETAIL
First Name : Avice
Last Name : Meehan, Vice President
Business Name : Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Address : 4000 Jones Bridge Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Avice Meehan, that's A-V-I-C-E, M-E-E-H-A-N. I'm the Vice
President for Communications and Public Affairs for the Howard Hughes
Medical Instituted.

We are located at 4000 Jones Bridge Road in Chevy Chase at the
intersection of Jones Bridge and Connecticut Avenue.

As a major employer in Montgomery County, HHMI stands to benefit
from either the bus rapid transit or the light rail alternatives now under
consideration.

Given our unique position, we have carefully studied all the available
options, including the alternative bus rapid transit analysis developed for
the Town of Chevy Chase by Sam Shorts, VLLC.

We even retained our own traffic consultant to assist us in the analysis.

I am here today to voice HHMI's strong support for the purple line light
rail option along the Georgetown Branch alignment.

It provides the most comprehensive and efficient east/west linkage
between the major activity centers in Montgomery County and Prince
George's County.

When it comes to medical research and HHMI I should note is one of the
largest philanthropies in the United States and we invest a considerable
amount of resources here in Montgomery County for science education.

When it comes to medical research, we invest for the long term. We
apply the same approach to the analysis of issues that come before us
as employers in the community.

Therefore, we favor transit improvements that will provide the greatest
long term solution in the most cost effective manner.

Light rail's low travel times and high ridership numbers as set forth in the
AADEIS are significant and we believe that this far- sighted investment
would more than pay for itself over time.

We are sympathetic to those who fear that the light rail along the
Georgetown Branch alignment could disrupt the current trail
atmosphere. Indeed, many of our more 250 employees at our
headquarters, as well as the hundreds of scientists and other guests
who visit our conference center each year are regular trail users.

We would expect the MTA to commit to completion of the trail and to
continue refining its plans for the purple line in order to enhance
recreational use. Yet we believe that the two uses can coexist and
coexist well.

Further, we believe that light rail and the trail together will provide a
significantly greater benefit to the region than the trail alone.

The light rail purple line will also provide superior transit services to our
employees and visitors, bringing transit to within 1/4 mile of our south
entrance while providing a substantial benefit to the region.

I again thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony and note that we
will also provide extensive written comments. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1668 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Meenan
Business Name :
Address : 2706 Blaine Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jmikemeenan@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the construction of the purple line as a light rail project. The

station development will enhance local communities and increase the
tax base, something that will not occur with bus rapid transit stops.



 - RECORD #2132 DETAIL
First Name : Alexander
Last Name : Meitiv
Business Name :
Address : 7911 Woodbury Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. A. Meitiv.pdf (921 kb)



 - RECORD #619 DETAIL
First Name : Jed
Last Name : Meline
Business Name :
Address : 10403 Tenbrook Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JEDMELINE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please support the development of the purple line light rail system.  It

will greeatly improve the living comnditions in maryland for decades to
come.

Jed Meline
10403 tenbrook drive
Silver spring. Md 20901



 - RECORD #670 DETAIL
First Name : Mahnaz
Last Name : Memaran
Business Name :
Address : 7009 Needwood Road
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : MMEMARAN@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Dian

I support building the puple line as light rail. It has been already
postponed for years.

Mahnaz Memaran
7009 Needwood Rd
Derwood, MD 20855



 - RECORD #862 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Mencher
Business Name :
Address : 7203 14th Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : Who: ANC Chairpersons, Civic & Citizen Associations
Submission Content/Notes : am a resident of Takoma Park, and want to urge the fast building of the

Purple Line as a streetcar/light rail line.

thank you

Steve Mencher
7203 14th Ave
Takoma Park, md 20912



 - RECORD #1526 DETAIL
First Name : nancy
Last Name : mendez
Business Name :
Address : 9816 rosensteel ave
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : WRIGHTONE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
nancy mendez
9816 rosensteel ave
silver spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #1924 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Merchant
Business Name :
Address : 4412 Chestnut Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LAURA_MERCHANT@ITA.DOC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family and I are constant users of the Capitol Crescent Trail.  We
especially use the part of the trail being considered for the Purple Line.

The Capitol Crescent Trail is the one safe route my family and I can
enjoy to get to the downtown Bethesda area from our house.  We run,
walk and bike along the trail at almost all times of the year.  We
appreciate it because there are no cars, busses or other forms of
transportation to threaten our route to our destination.  As you know,
Wisconsin Avenue is a heavily used street and avoiding it with small
children is a HUGE priority of ours.  I am deeply concerned that the
introduction of light rail along the trail will decimate our only mass-transit
and car-free transportation venue.  I have been monitoring this issue for
some time.  I have heard presentations given by "experts".  I have been
given no reassurance that pedestrian access along light rail tracks is a
safe or pleasant option.  If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature
trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.  Great urban
areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural
Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot
be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2301 DETAIL
First Name : Gertrud D.
Last Name : Mergner
Business Name :
Address : 104 Tulip Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Meigner_Gertrud.pdf (51 kb)





 - RECORD #788 DETAIL
First Name : Wolfgang J.
Last Name : Mergner
Business Name :
Address : 104 Tulip Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : wolfgangjmergner@att.net
Submission Content/Notes : Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Wolfgang J. Mergner, MD, PhD



 - RECORD #2302 DETAIL
First Name : Wolfgang
Last Name : Mergner
Business Name :
Address : 104 Tulip Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mergner_Wolfgang.pdf (97 kb)





 - RECORD #2245 DETAIL
First Name : Maria
Last Name : Merkowitz
Business Name :
Address : 9945 Cherry Tree Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Merkowitz_Maria.pdf (795 kb)





 - RECORD #2859 DETAIL
First Name : Nick
Last Name : Merritt
Business Name :
Address : 7702 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : NMERRITT@SIIA.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Our family moved to Chevy Chase in 2001 and have fallen in love with

"the Trail".  It is truly a gem in Maryland and my family and I would hate
to see it irreparably altered for the worse.

We strongly urge you to do the right thing and save the trail in its current
condition.



 - RECORD #3175 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Mertz
Business Name :
Address : 1611 Carlyle Drive
City : Crofton
State : MD
Zip Code : 21114
Email Address : mcmertz@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mertz 35745.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #1687 DETAIL
First Name : Kit Gage and
Last Name : Steve Metalitz
Business Name :
Address : 8007 Park Crest Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : KGAGE@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Purple Line AA/DEIS

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:

 We were delighted that the Montgomery County Planning Department
staff joined the large list of those who support using the medium Light
Rail option, and using the Master Plan alignment for the possible Purple
Line in Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties.

In particular, we agree with using:

-          The Georgetown Branch alignment between Silver Spring and
Bethesda,

-          A completed hiker-biker trail which would include the Air Rights
Tunnel in Bethesda and the Transit Center in Silver Spring – the latter
being a particularly critical feature,

-          A downtown stop in Silver Spring near Fenton Street that would
be integrated into the future Silver Spring  Library.

We disagree with a decision not to recommend a stop at Wayne Ave
and Dale Drive, as we believe it would be an important addition near the
elementary and middle schools at that intersection, and would be well
served by surrounding neighborhoods.

Please help us encourage Governor O’Malley to facilitate the
development of this Light Rail Purple Line project.

Sincerely,

Kit Gage

Steve Metalitz

8007 Park Crest Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #2718 DETAIL
First Name : Mark D.
Last Name : Meyer
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MMEYER@ROSENBERG-ASSOC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about
10'
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike
lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and
to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2501 DETAIL
First Name : Louise
Last Name : Micallef
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MICALLEFJ@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsew here
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2542 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Michopoulos
Business Name :
Address : 4301 Military Rd NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : ELLHNAS700@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Once every other week in the winter, me and the rest of the Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School Crew Team take a bike ride down the Capital
Crescent trail. We run on it weekly throughout the year, and it is one of
the most helpful training tools we have. We fully appreciate the
opportunities it provides us, and the effect that the Purple Line would
have on it would render most of these useless.

Besides just us, every week more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all
ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1433 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Midlen
Business Name :
Address : 7618 Lynn Dr
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I am John, J-O-H-N, Midlen, I-D-L-E-N. I live at 7618

Lynn Drive in Chevy Chase, Maryland. I purchased my home in 1974,
when the Georgetown Branch was an operating rail line with a single
track running from Silver Spring, Maryland to Georgetown in
Washington, D.C. Its purpose was to deliver coal to a steam plant that
heated various federal government buildings. The train ran about five
miles an hour and made the trip about twice a week. I would not have
bought on Lynn Drive had the Georgetown Branch operation been a
highspeed, frequent rail line. Now, my home does not abut the proposed
Georgetown Branch right- of-way light rail route but it's close enough so
that it will have a very adverse impact.

As I read through the Purple Line alternative analysis draft
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT executive summary, which
states that the AADEIS provides the information necessary to make an
informed decision, I was struck by the extraordinary number of issues
that, instead of being addressed, are said to await the decision of the
Purple Line locally preferred alternative before being analyzed. Now, the
LPA is the meaningful decision that will be made in this matter.

It's a foregoing conclusion that one of the build alternatives will be
chosen cause we would not be here going through this process if we
were intending to do nothing or if we were going to merely modify some
existing bus lines. It's the pick of the LPA that will chart the course for
transit between Bethesda and New Carrollton.

It's troubling that the MTA, the Secretary of Transportation, the
Governor, planned to make the most important decision in this process
with an incomplete record. In other words, once the decision is made,
they'll then look at the thorny issues and then cover their tracks after the
fact. I believe that not only should the DEIS be put out for comment and
include all relevant issues but the final ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT should be completed before the controlling decision is
made.

Needless to say, it too should address all relevant issues before the
decision as to which route or mode is chosen.

Thus, I would suggest as you pull back the DEIS, redo it, analyzing the
various issues which you concede are not a now analyzed and reissue it
before the major controlling decision, the LPA, is made. Thank you very
much.



 - RECORD #2186 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Midlen
Business Name :
Address : 7618 Lynn Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-6043
Email Address : john@midlen.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Written Comment. John Midlen.pdf (3 mb)





 - RECORD #2838 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Midlen
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOHN@MIDLEN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Only a fool would believe that MTA's AA/DEIS is a good faith, adequate

effort to weigh the environmental factors attendant to choosing a means
and route for the Purple Line. You know in your hearts it is, instead, a
duplicitous, disingenuous, devious effort to steamroll through a
preconceived conclusion--a railroad on the Capital Crescent Trail
notwithstanding it will destroy same (including its surrounding linear
park) and replace it with a downtown-like sidewalk. Reasonable people
may differ, but not about honesty and competence--both of which are
lacking in the AA/DEIS as is set out in so many of the various
Comments.
I urge you to take them to heart.



 - RECORD #2543 DETAIL
First Name : Sally Hargus and
Last Name : Douglas Midthune
Business Name :
Address : 3011 Findley Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SJHARGUS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My husband and I live in Kensington, and use the Capital Crescent Trail
often when we bike to Bethesda.  The trail is a treasure, with the gigantic
old trees providing shade and beauty all around us.  Don't put this
beautiful place in jeopardy by building the Purple line right next to it.
Please preserve and protect this beautiful trail for our children and future
generations.  We support the Purple Line but not at the expense of our
parks and recreational areas.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2454 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Mietz
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Everett Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : DAWSONFW@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1390 DETAIL
First Name : Lucy Mikulak and
Last Name : Haluk Ergun
Business Name :
Address : 7304 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. My husband and I use the

Metro a lot. The purple line make so much sense - please approve it for
our future - Thank you!

Attachments : Comment Cards. Natthavee Khamphong.pdf (80 kb)





 - RECORD #3314 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Milbourne JR
Business Name :
Address : 5946 OSAGE   Avenue
City : PHILADELPHIA
State : PA
Zip Code : 19143
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : information on red and purple lines.



 - RECORD #2 DETAIL
First Name : Steven
Last Name : Millard
Business Name :
Address : 8806 Flower Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : Sunspot01@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I have been told through hearsay and various community meetings that

this will go right through my neighborhood, and that there are plans to
attempt to buy out the blocks and houses for this project.  Is this true?
And where is a project map so that residents know where this Purple
Line is going to and from, and through which neighborhoods?



 - RECORD #3309 DETAIL
First Name : Aruna
Last Name : Miller
Business Name : Montgomery County DOT
Address : 100 Edison Park Drive
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : aruna.miller@montgomerycountymd.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Please add me to your e-mail and mailing distribution list.



 - RECORD #2620 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BARBARA.MILLER64@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2873 DETAIL
First Name : Barry A.
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 6011 Namakagan Rd.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : BAM9877@NETSCAPE.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President
Andrews,Council Members:

First, I'd like to state that I do not live along the route of the currently
proposed Purple Line, so I am not a NIMBY.
However, I do have grave concerns about what the current plan for the
Purple Line will mean for bike (and other users) of the CCT between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.
As an avid cyclist and bike commuter, I feel that I am not part of the
problem, rather, I am part of the solution.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethn icities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #791 DETAIL
First Name : Dan
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 609 P St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am a strong supporter of the light-rail option for the Purple Line in

Maryland.  Although I'm not a resident yet, I am frequently in Maryland
for business and pleasure.  As such, I urge you to choose light rail.  It is
the only solution that has enough capacity and speed to fully serve
Maryland during its entire lifetime, and will be a fundamental backbone
of transportation in Montgomery County.  Bus rapid transit simply does
not have the necessary capability--we should build the light rail option.
Thanks for your time and consideration.



 - RECORD #1781 DETAIL
First Name : Devon Lee
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 2720 Daniel Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DEVONMILLER@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : TO:

Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

I want to add my voices to those you have already heard in opposition to
placing the Purple Line so that it impacts the Capital Crescent Trail.  My
family uses the trail frequently for bike riding and dog walking.  It is a
very special asset of the neighborhood.  It is always busy with neighbors
enjoying being outside. It is what sets this area apart from many other
urban areas – and can be a draw for tourists to the neighborhood as
well.

I have learned that if the Purple Line is built here, the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
I agree that it would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be
passing each other on a narrow bike lane so close to trains or buses.  At
a time of heightened environmental appreciation, it is all the more
important to preserve what we can of nature in our County.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that make this area unique.  Visitors are always so
impressed to see the Trail that wends its way through our County.  It
really makes this region special.

As someone who lives close to the Capital Crescent Trail, you might
think I would favor the Purple Line.  But I would far rather have the
irreplaceable access to the beauty of the Trail, than the convenience of
the Purple Line.

Please preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as it is, and place the Purple
Line in a location more suited for public transportation.  Do not destroy
this precious piece of park within the county.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1547 DETAIL
First Name : Franklin G.
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 3910 Underwood Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : FGM3910@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley:

I walk on the Capital Crescent Trail at least twice a week.  It is an
unusual and popular natural resource that should not be destroyed in
order to build the Purple Line.  The use of the trail as a public green
space is not compatible with siting a rail line along it.  As the area
becomes increasingly urbanized and congested, we need to preserve,
not destroy, natural areas open to the public.  I urge you to find another
solution to transportation needs that does not locate the Purple Line
along the Trail.

Sincerely,

Franklin G. Miller
3910 Underwood Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1805 DETAIL
First Name : Jenn
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 8601 Manchester Rd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I advocate rail, not buses!



 - RECORD #2568 DETAIL
First Name : Jenn
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 8601 Manchester Rd, Apt. 501
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JENN@JENN98.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #3161 DETAIL
First Name : Jenn
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 8601 Manchester Rd, Apt. 510
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JENN@JENN98.COM
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Miller 35707.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #2083 DETAIL
First Name : Judy
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 6510 Ridge Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : millerj@stanleyresearch.org
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Director Ratcliff,

I am writing to express my deep concern that the Georgetown Branch of
the Capital Crescent Trail is still being considered the primary option for
placement of the Purple Line.

I use the Georgetown Branch for recreation, but my main use is for
commuting to work by bike. I encounter many others on the trail during
my commute, and I know that it is used even more heavily during the
times I'm not on it. It is lovely and quiet, despite being close to East-
West Highway, and represents the best of what the DC area has to offer.
Washington has always seemed to me to be an ideal city: not too large,
situated on a wild river, with an abundance of trees, parks, and trails.

Placing light-rail transit along this scenic corridor will destroy it. The trail
might as well be permanently eradicated, as it will have lost all the
attributes that make it what it is. Even if you argue that some use can be
made of the trail following what will surely be years of construction and
disruption, what will be left will be unrecognizable. The only reason the
Georgetown Branch will still be used will be because it's part of a
network of trails connecting the C&O Canal towpath, the MacArthur bike
path, the Crescent Trail, and Rock Creek Park.

I seriously question proponents' statistics on possible gains that will be
achieved by placing the Purple Line next to the trail. It would be much
better to employ rapid-transit buses or other options along routes that
are already designed for motor vehicles.

Please consider very seriously the irreparable damage to the
environment and the quality of life of DC area residents that will result
from placing the Purple Line on the Georgetown Branch corridor.



 - RECORD #2106 DETAIL
First Name : Julie M.
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 12303 Braxfield Ct. #3
City : Rockvile
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Miller_Julie.pdf (34 kb)





 - RECORD #1831 DETAIL
First Name : Larry
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 16609 Baederwood Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : PRPLTOUPEE@SPRINTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is a great resource that adds to the quality of
life for residents of Montgomery County such as myself.  Preserving
places such as this and protecting them from noise as much as possible
will create long-term economic benefits to our County.  My friends and I
often use the Capital Crescent trail for cycling and walking.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.



 - RECORD #1912 DETAIL
First Name : Larry Miller and
Last Name : Elaine Hoffman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LMILLER880@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I have never written a letter concerning matters such as this before.  I'm

not an activist nor do I generally get involved with environmental issues.
However, I grew up in Bethesda (Walt Whitman class of '65) and raised
my children here.  The Crescent Trail as it exists is truly a gift to the
thousands who use it.  My wife and I bike, walk and run on the trail every
chance we get.  When we have out of town guests or our kids visit, we
get on the trail.  We meet friends on there literally every weekend when
the weather permits.  It's part of what makes Bethesda so special.  I
can't imagine having the Purple line infringing on such a fantastic public
attraction, please don't ruin it.  I do hope you take this into consideration
when you vote.



 - RECORD #3077 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 8218 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Miller 34959.pdf (87 kb)







 - RECORD #2754 DETAIL
First Name : Mark W.
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 9909 Derbyshire Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : 252MARKMILLER@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor and Councilmembers:

I am one more person in favor of saving the Capital Crescent Trail the
way it is.  Stop eliminating the greenspace and the natural environment
in Montgomery County especially in the close-in suburbs where there is
little left.  Greenspace in an urban setting is an extremely valuable asset.
I am familiar with the construction of the ICC to the north and am
saddened by the incredible disruption and elimination of the natural
environment there.  If new east/west transit is a necessity I ask that you
vote for the route and type that saves the most greenspace and natural
environment.



 - RECORD #395 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 2244 Washington Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MEGANMILLER502@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

For me personally as a Montgomery County resident, these actions
would help to make biking a more safe and direct (i.e., time-effective)
commuting option from my home in Silver Spring to my workplace in
Bethesda.  I have tried biking a few times in the past, but have been
deterred by safety concerns or by being late due to taking an indirect,
but safer route.  I hope that decision-makers will seriously consider
these actions in the interest of reducing roadway congestion/energy
usage/pollution and promoting healthy lifestyles for their constituents.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Megan Miller
2244 Washington Avenue, #201
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #644 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 10410 Parkwood Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : MFMRN@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear sir or madam,

I am a resident of Kensington, Maryland, and frequently use the Captial
Crescent Trail for biking.  It is a beautiful trail, and my whole family feels
lucky to have access to this natural beauty within the Washington
Metropolitan area. Please do not allow this treasure to be destroyed with
a light rail Purple line.

We can put transit in another location, but we can't re-create this
beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane



MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.
7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,



etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Melinda Miller, MSN, CRNP
10410 Parkwood Dr.
Kensington, MD 20895



 - RECORD #2778 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 6709 East Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MMILLER8963@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, my family uses the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  I jog, my kids ride their bikes  or join us on
a family walk with the dog.

I am concerned that if the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature
trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from our path on a frequent basis. It would
be not be safe and would result in our no longer using this valuable
community resource.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide unique recreational opportunities that
cannot be replicated.

Please preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.



 - RECORD #1519 DETAIL
First Name : Renee
Last Name : Miller
Business Name :
Address : 726 Whitaker Ter
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as rail. Wayne Avenue is not wide

enough to support light rail. We need a tunnel there.



 - RECORD #1313 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Mills
Business Name :
Address : 7213 Spruce Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Kevin Mills, K-E-V-I-N, M-I-L-L-S. 7213 Spruce Avenue in Takoma Park.

It should be a top priority of transportation planners and officials to
integrate and expand transit by (inaudible) options for downtown
Montgomery to give us the choice not to drive for our local travel.

I think it's crucial that we build the purple line. I support the light rail
option because the density along the route makes it the highest value
transit project in the entire Washington DC region. Especially in light of
population growth all along the route and the success of downtown
Silver Spring and Bethesda.

It is really untenable to expect transit riders to go downtown and travel
east/west and it's worth the investment to choose the light rail option.

Secondly, I want to address the trail issues. The Capital Crescent Trail
has been exceedingly successful as a transportation route and a
recreational amenity with well over a million users every year.

The purple line should be seized as an opportunity to complete the trail
into downtown Silver Spring to connect at the transit center and the
Metropolitan Branch Trail which is now under construction at Union
Station to Silver Spring. That would help complete the bicycle beltway.

We also need protected crossings at intersections such as Connecticut,
Jones Mill and Rock Creek and we want to, I want to keep the trail in the
tunnel, which is part of the high option for the light rail project.

And also I think it's important to widen the proposed trail to 12 feet and
finally in Bethesda to have both the trail through the tunnel as well as the
alternate trail route because those two different pieces of the trail would
serve different purposes. One bringing through riders and the other
connecting people to the commercial entities. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2354 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Mills
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MILLS777@CAVTEL.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Bethesda resident----save the trail!



 - RECORD #3268 DETAIL
First Name : Michelle
Last Name : Ming
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : mreneming@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

As a former Bethesda employee and current Lanham resident, I can
attest to the difficulty I had with getting to work by 9a.m.  If I drove, I
would inevitably get caught in traffic.  If I left at 6:30a.m or earlier, I could
get to work by 7:15a.m.--too early for work which started at 9.  If I left
after 7:15a and got onto the Beltway, I could get to work by 8:45a.  My
office was only 26 miles from my house but yet it could take anywhere
from 45 minutes to 2 hours to get to work.  So...I started taking the Metro
only to have the trip still take at least 1 hour 20 minutes due to the need
to transfer from the Orange Line to the Red and the congestion during
rush hour (which caused me to pass up trains because they were too
full).  A light rail Purple Line would make a great deal of sense for a
couple of reasons.

1) It would reduce the metro load at some stations and spread out
commuters

2) It would be more attractive to commuters since the rider will be able to
look out the window and see places they might want to stop and shop
helping local businesses

3) It is a smoother ride, less noisy (less automotive noise) and less
smoky than a bus.

4) Would reduce the number of people that would pass through train
changing stations like Metro Center or L'Enfant Plaza thereby reducing
congestion in those stations

I am sure that there are more great reasons than the ones I have listed
here  but suffice it to say having a purple line would be great for the
area.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #2009 DETAIL
First Name : Sue Minkoff and
Last Name : John Zweck
Business Name :
Address :
City : Columbia
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SMINKOFF@UMBC.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor OMalley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive
Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

I am writing to express my strong feelings about keeping the Capital
Crescent Trail intact and putting the Purple Line elsewhere. I have lived
many places, but the trail is special. Every weekend my husband and I
ride
our bikes from Bethesda to the zoo, to Georgetown and back up to
Bethesda.
Now that we have a son, he rides along with us in a carriage. It's one of
my favorite activities, and I look forward to spring all winter so that we
can do those rides. As important as public transit is, the Capital
Crescent Trail is truly unique and would be a great loss to the many
runners, bikers, walkers, and skaters who love the trail and would miss
it horribly if it is no longer available. One of the great joys of the
trail is how tranquil and quiet and secluded it is from traffic, noise,
etc.

Please Save the Trail and find an alternate route for the new transit
line!



 - RECORD #2488 DETAIL
First Name : Deborah
Last Name : Minning
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DMINNING@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the trail.  Thanks.



 - RECORD #1372 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Minovich, CPA
Business Name :
Address : 109 Whitestone Way
City : Frederick
State : MD
Zip Code : 21702
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Get it done.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Jennifer Malatesta.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #215 DETAIL
First Name : Emily
Last Name : Mintz
Business Name :
Address : 6712 Sulky Lane
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line is a critical part of the future of transit in the DC Metro

area. We must have a circumferencial rail system. Ideally, it will
evenually cross the Potomac along the alignment of the American
Legion Bridge and tie into Tysons Corner, providing a link between
Montgomery County and N VA, as well as to Dulles Airport (when that
rail link is completed). The Purple Line should be aligned along the
Capital Crescent Trail, utilizing right-of-way originally set aside for it. It
must be funded and built as quickly as possible.



 - RECORD #57 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : All purple line options using bus routes are unrealistic because they will

have either direct or indirect impact on our already over-transited roads.

The only solution that seems viable is the light rail.

M. Miraso



 - RECORD #2031 DETAIL
First Name : Gabe
Last Name : Mirkin
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GABE@DRMIRKIN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the Crescent Trail. It is the only place that bicyclists can

ride safely on weekdays.  We have no other safe place to ride away from
cars.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2133 DETAIL
First Name : Amanda Schall and
Last Name : Asheesh Misra
Business Name :
Address : 2030 Hanover Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. A. Schall. A. Misra.pdf (990 kb)





 - RECORD #2127 DETAIL
First Name : Marion
Last Name : Mistrik
Business Name :
Address : 4513 Gladwyne Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mgmistrik@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden,

You asked for comments so I would like to express my suppport for the
Montgomery Planning Board decision to recommend that the purple line
be a rail line for the following

reasons based on my experiences as a commuter and as a resident of
Glenbrook Village since 1965.

1. SPEED. I carpooled for 25 years into DC in the vicinity of

the White House. My son took a semester off while in college to work,
carpooled with us going down but took Metro home. We left 17th and
New York Avenue at 5:05. He left 12th & Pennsylvania at 5:30 and
consistently was at home before I was , in spite of the fact I was the first
stop.

I took the Metro after the other members of the carpool retired and it was
20-25 minutes  tops.

2. TRAFFIC. Considering the plans of Walter Reed merging into the
Naval Medical Hospital, the bus option has to be the fantasy of the
consultant that was paid $ 400,000 by the citizens of Chevy Chase.
These are my experiences. Walking from the Metro, one evening, 5
years ago,

I counted 36 cars in line waiting to make a left hand turn onto Jones
Bridge Road. Recently at 7:15 pm, in my car, I waited  for 4 traffic cycles
to be able to make a left on that corner. In the morning at 8:00 am I can't
get out of Gladwyne Drive and make a left onto Jones Bridge Road to
355 for as much as 12 minutes because of traffic. Often I am required to
turn right and back onto Lynbrook to Windsor Lane to Glenbrook Pkwy
to get across Jones Bridge at the light, in the morning.

COST. My neighborhood and Chevy Chase Commons and Rock Creek
Knolls are undergoing major renewal. Original houses have been
replaced by larger homes and young families have made a substantial
financial commitment to live in these homes and these communities.
Given the impending increase in employees at Naval Medical and the
cost of the homes that would have to be torn down to make a dedicated
lane for the bus transitway, has to be factored

in as additional cost burdens to this alternate route,notwithstanding the
increase in traffic and quality of the environment on the existing
residents.

I have worked for a major trade association and I am familiar

with the ploy of hiring consultants to bolster your case in the legislative
area. However, I would recommend that MTA staff might want to forgo
that route but rather conduct a survey

among the residents abutting Jones Bridge Road to find out what their
experiences are. This morning at 9:15 I turned right onto Jones Bridge



Road going east towards Silver Spring. On the opposite of the road,
there was a steady stream of traffic going west along Jones Bridge,
Jones Mill  Rd. with no let up until Beach Drive and 401.

These are not anecdotes but my personal experience. I hope MTA will
give some consideration to these factors when finalizing their decision.

I might add, that they may also consider the demographics of upper
Montgomery County. How are all those liitle children going to get to the
University of Maryland in the next 10 or 15 years?



 - RECORD #1032 DETAIL
First Name : Colet
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MITCHELL.COLET@DOL.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Subject:  Save the Capital Crescent Trail—NO Purple Line

The Trail is the only remaining green space in Bethesda, MD.  It is a
small ribbon – a thread of nature ---running through an urban and
concrete area. Many residents are drawn to this remaining piece of
tranquility and nature each and every day.  My children, dogs and
neighbors all enjoy the use of this green space.  What would NYC be
without Central Park—this is Bethesda’s own piece of green.

The proposed Purple Line will destroy 17 acres of trees, convert our
Trail into a dangerously narrow bike lane along a transitway, run trains
about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in both
directions, permanently close the tunnel for trail use or put the trail
above the trains in the tunnel, and park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream
and Landmark Theater—a congregating area for families and residents.
This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and
outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

It makes infinite sense to connect the existing metro—I would not get off
the metro to board another separate system—it would take more time.

SAVE THE TRAIL FOR GENERATIONS OF ENJOYMENT BY ALL!!

Colet Mitchell
Bethesda, MD



 - RECORD #1044 DETAIL
First Name : Colet
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MITCHELL.COLET@DOL.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : This is transit stupid.  No one is going to bother to get off the metro to

get on another system. I just took the metro from Wheaton to Bethesda
and believe me--I would not get off the metro to get on another separate
system. Connect the metro!!  Save the green space and trees!

-----Original Message-----
From: purpleline@mtamaryland.com
[mailto:purpleline@mtamaryland.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2008 10:56 AM
To: Mitchell, Colet - ODEP
Subject: Purple Line

The Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) thanks you for your input on
the proposed Purple Line. All comments will become part of the official
record and be included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

We appreciate your interest in the project and look forward to working
with you throughout the Purple Line planning process.

MTA Purple Line Team



 - RECORD #2804 DETAIL
First Name : Colet
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MITCHELL.COLET@DOL.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Please DO NOT ruin the trail with the purple line.  It is the only green

space in Bethesda which is a concrete jungle.  DO THE RIGHT THING.

The State's Environmental Impact Study confirms that a double track
Light Rail along the Trail will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow, 10'-wide bike lane along a
transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance



 - RECORD #2464 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas W.
Last Name : Mitchell, Esq.
Business Name : Bruce J. Klores Associates, PC
Address : 1735 20th Street, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address : TWM@KLORES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To All of the above:

I live in Montgomery County near the Capital Crescent Trail.  I have read
with disbelief and growing anger over the past few months about the
continued consideration of the destruction of the trail in order to
construct an above ground Purple Line light rail connection between
Silver Spring and Bethesda.  The destruction of one of the most unique
public resources in the Washington, DC metropolitan area – which is
used by tens of thousands of residents every week, including me, my
family, neighbors and friends – in favor of an excessively expensive rail
project that will not by any account relieve roadway congestion, would
be a public disservice.  The merits of placing a light rail line on the trail, if
any (assisting in the development of Silver Spring and PG County, not
reducing traffic), are clearly outweighed by the harm to our environment.
Moreover, nowhere else in the entire Metro system is there above
ground rail in such proximity to residential areas.  The outrageousness
of the Purple Line light rail concept is further exposed by the better
alternative – a rapid bus line on an existing roadway that is nearly as
efficient as the rail concept.

Be an honest public servant.  The link between the spokes of the Red
Line of the Metro system should be the rapid bus concept, and should
run along the Jones Bridge Road way.  It is just as effective and far less
expensive than light rail on the Crescent Trail, and preserves the type of
unique natural resource that you and your colleagues profess so often to
want to protect.

I urge you to preserve the trail as it now exists.



 - RECORD #2091 DETAIL
First Name : Janene
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address : 8507 Longfellow Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JANENE.MITCHELL@REZNICKGROUP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Govenor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrew and
other concerned parties:

My husband, four children, ages 14, 10, 8 and 8, and I enjoy the Capital
Crescent Trail on a regular basis.  It is our primary source of recreation
and is wonderful for jogging, biking and relaxing nature walks.   It is an
integral part of our community where we regularly meet with friends
and/or bump into them as we too use the trail.  It is a wonderful escape
in our congested, densely populated, urban setting – one that is of
increasing importance and value in our ever growing area.  It is enjoyed
by all ages and is even treasured by my 85 year old father and mother
on their visits to us who also appreciate its beauty, ease of use and
safety.

As a neighbor of the trail, I enjoy residing in this peaceful, quiet setting
with large beautiful trees.  These were factors which attracted us to this
area, and I shudder at the thought of loud trains thundering by every few
minutes and the loss of our precious  and dwindling natural resources.

On behalf of my family, we implore you to protect this beautiful resource
and to pursue other transportation alternatives to the Purple Line.

 Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #197 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address : 7306 15th Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : jessicanscott@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Jessica Mitchell
7306 15th Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #2043 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name : Potomac Partners Insurance Resource
Address : 6500 Rock Spring Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : Lisa@ppir.biz
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1923 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address : 4506 Cheltenham Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SARAH.ATHOME@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1452 DETAIL
First Name : Sue
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name : Hamlett House
Address : 3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Sue Mitchell. I live on Chevy Chase Lake Drive which backs

up to the trail. This is an important means of transportation. People that
walk/bike to work. It should be preserved at all costs and more efficient
and more economical choice would be one of two things to check into,
rapid transportation paralleling the beltway or rapid bus on Jones Bridge
Road. This would preserve the environment and transfer more people
more quickly. I would like to see accurate statistics on the amount of
people we expect to transport the 14 miles, say 10 to 20 miles from,
from 10 to 20 years from now. Thank you very much. Sue, S-U-E.
Mitchell, M-I-T-C-H-E-L-L. Okay? Thank you.



 - RECORD #3047 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address : 4423 Chestnut Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-4738
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Mitchell 34551.pdf (66 kb)







 - RECORD #2374 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Mitchell
Business Name :
Address :
City : Annapolis
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TAKINGRISK@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Honorable and Elected Officials;

Please reconsider the use of the current Hiker-Biker Trail to make way
for the Purple line.

·         Expansion of the trail will destroy wilderness on both sides of the
entire distance of the trail.

·         The Trail would be destroyed forever or you would create an
unsafe co-existence with the trains.

·         We have made a commitment toward saving open space and the
trail is an excellent example of that

·         Thousands of people use the trail everyday an oasis in this urban
jungle.

                         Thank you for not destroying the Trail.



 - RECORD #54 DETAIL
First Name : Freda
Last Name : Mitchem
Business Name : NA
Address : 3901 Woodlawn Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : fmitchem@usa.net
Submission Content/Notes : We would like more information about where the proposed Purple Line

has a station at Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue
intersection; and any changes to lanes along Connecticut Avenue. Also
interested in information on possible widening of Connecticut or adding
or lanes between the Jones Bridge Road Intersection and the Beltway
ramps to accommodate Walter Reed relocation to Bethesda Naval.
Thank you.



 - RECORD #1509 DETAIL
First Name : Ulysses L.
Last Name : Mitrakas
Business Name :
Address : 205 Dale Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850-2816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail to keep vehicles off the

road
Attachments : Comment Cards. Toro. Luz.pdf (25 kb)





 - RECORD #2398 DETAIL
First Name : Craig
Last Name : Moen
Business Name :
Address : 3203 Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CMOEN7@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I live near the Crescent Trail. My family and I worked hard to get this trail

established from an abandoned railroad bed many years ago. It is the
only remaining urban trail left in Maryland. Aclaimed nationwide as a
beautiful example of natural old growth trees and convaence for hikers
and bikers to work and recreation. Most pregressive city's are trying hard
to meet the public demand for more greenspace to recreate... It would
appear we are becoming out of sync with the rest of the country.

Why would you even think of destroying our only remaining trail ? For
your own capital gain ?
Kickbacks from developers for contributions?

The present buses between Silver Spring/Bethesda average 20% usage
capacity. Empty buses... and yet you want to steal away what little
greenspace we have to commute and exersize on for a mega-ton train to
destroy what little exists? Mass transport thruways already exist.. use
them to transit maga-ton trains also.

Mega-ton trains will take the entire existing trail away..making for a
narrow, unsafe passage for hikers and bikers. With Mega-ton trains
whipping by... empty most of the time.

It appears that the local government is all about money... "generate
more tax dollars...take care of the developers so they keep feeding our
campaign funds..." Destroying our last remaining trail would make these
observations concrete. Without the trail... I have to use a car. Or I can
stand by and watch all the empty busses and mega-ton trains go by....

Make the right decision for our families to come... not the developers. It's
what we pay our inflated taxes for.

Thank you for your time,



 - RECORD #1405 DETAIL
First Name : T.
Last Name : Mohammed
Business Name :
Address : 2125 Guilford Road, #301
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This line is a necessity for

the families of these communities. The financial savings alone is a
benefit.

Attachments : Mohammed_T.pdf (18 kb)





 - RECORD #1614 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Moir
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 21401
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Spend money on this when our roads and bridges are falling apart??

When we can't properly fund education?? What for???  Seems to be for
a very small part of MD when the rest of the state needs the money for
other, more important things.



 - RECORD #445 DETAIL
First Name : Idris
Last Name : Mokhtarzada
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the purple line!



 - RECORD #2382 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Mollenauer
Business Name :
Address : 3011 Homewood Parkway
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : MOLLENAUER@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My name is Andrew Mollenauer, and I am a 6th grader at Newport Mill
Middle School in Kensington, Maryland. I use the Capital Crescent Trail
to go biking with my dad and uncle. We have ridden from Kensington all
the way down to the National Mall using the trail. It is an important link
from my community to historic sites in the city. It is important to me
because it gives me a chance to really enjoy the outdoors. Without it, I
and other members of the community would lose such a great
opportunity. A suggestion that I have for you is, instead, to put the
Purple Line train above East-West Highway, where it would have less of
an impact on the environment and the people who enjoy the beautiful
trail. By taking away the trail, you are taking away an opportunity for
people to get exercise, bicycle to work--which helps the environment--
and simply enjoy the beauty of the trail. Places like the trail are few and
far between in our urban area. We should do all we can to preserve
them. I hope that you will take my thoughts and suggestions into
consideration as you struggle with this issue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



 - RECORD #2856 DETAIL
First Name : Meghan
Last Name : Molloy McCaleb
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MEGHANMCCALEB@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I write this email to encourage you to  please, please preserve the

Capital Crescent Trail.  I have lived in the Chevy Chase area my entire
life and experienced what a special place it is.  As businesses expand
and traffic worsens, a tranquil place to walk and ride bikes is coveted --
and for me and my family, that is the trail between Chevy Chase and
Bethesda.

I noticed for the first time in many years, crime in Montgomery County
has risen.  If the Purple Line is built through this area -- I am certain
crime will increase even more.   Also, this area was just voted the
healthiest place to live in the United States by a major women's
magazine -- let's maintain that by preserving the Capital Crescent Trail.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2096 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Moltumyr
Business Name :
Address : 11852 Redwood Dr W
City : Brandywine
State : MD
Zip Code : 20163
Email Address : mmoltumyr@akingump.com
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple line is a great investment.



 - RECORD #373 DETAIL
First Name : Raymond
Last Name : Mondor
Business Name :
Address : 10114 Brunett Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : RAYMOND.MONDOR@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

Thank you for including an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part of the
Purple Line designs.

I ask that you build the trail 12' wide instead of 10' and keep the trail in
the tunnel.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Raymond Mondor
10114 Brunett Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #1154 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Montgomery
Business Name :
Address : 4614 Harvard Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm Bill Montgomery. I have lived here in College Park for about 25 years

now. M-O-N-T-G-O-M-E-R-Y.

I have lived here in College Park for about 25 years. I feel that the purple
line would be a real asset not only for our community, but for the entire
region.

It would serve the University very well. It would take a great number of
cars off of Route 1 which is a real problem for us here.

One of the things that I avoid a lot is to use the beltway, and
unfortunately I have to frequently and it would I believe take a great deal
of pressure off the beltway as well.

It would be a green investment for us. I feel it's a very good thing in that
way because it would take so many cars just off the road in general.

It would improve the, our lives and this sort of thing very much and I
would like to place a very strong plea that it will be built as soon as
possible. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3366 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Montgomery
Business Name : Andropogon Associates
Address : 1612 pine street 6
City : philadelphia
State : PA
Zip Code : 19103
Email Address : todd.harrison.montgomery@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

  I was wondering where I might be able to find more information about
the grass-track option you are considering for the project and the
specific pros and cons that have been raised.  Thanks!



 - RECORD #563 DETAIL
First Name : Ernest
Last Name : Monti
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ERNEST.MONTI@NOAA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I don't object to the concept of a rapid transit as long as the

Georgetown Branch trail and the Capital Crescent trail can still be
utilized for hikers and bikers.

I would prefer a rapid bus system because it would be lest costly to
build and maintain.

A rapid bus system (using hybrid or electric buses) should also be more
affordable to ride.

Attachments : Ernest_Monti.vcf (356 bytes)



 - RECORD #308 DETAIL
First Name : mary
Last Name : monti
Business Name :
Address : 9110 second ave
City : silver spring, md  20910
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : montim@mail.nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes : I support the rapid bus transit system over the light rail system for the

following reasons:

1.  more cost effective to implement
2.  less disruptive to the community.
3.  more accessible to the riders.
4.  Less costly for the riders who are low wage earners.
5.  Less costly to maintain.
6.  will require cutting down less trees than the light rail system.

I am curious whether the potential riders of this system have been
surveyed.  Ultimately if they find that the cost of light rail is too
expensive, then ridership will be low unless the employers subsidize part
of the cost..



 - RECORD #939 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Monti
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MONTIM@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Director Ratcliff,

My husband and I regularly bike the Capital Crescent Trail.  It is such a
beautiful trail that allows us recreation and exercise.  If the light rail is
built, it will mean that many trees will be cut down and this trail will be
very narrow.  I can’t imagine that this trail will remain scenic.   Many trail
users will not want to use this trail as it will become just another urban
blight.

We do not believe that the light rail will get as many riders as hoped for
since the riders will not find the cost of transportation as cost effective as
the bus.  We support rapid bus transit as it is half the cost of light rail,
allows for funding other transit needs in the County, and preserves most
of the trees.  Another advantage of rapid bus transit is that it is not a
permanent structure like the light rail.



 - RECORD #985 DETAIL
First Name : Sally A.
Last Name : Moody, Ph.D.
Business Name : George Washington University
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SAMOODY@GWU.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley

I am writing to tell you that we need a LIGHT RAIL system for the purple
line. The proposed bus system will not be used by as many people, will
pollute more, and add to traffic problems in the area. I live in Rockville
and use the Metro to get to work every day. I limit my visits to the
University of Maryland because driving is such a hassle and the existing
Metro route takes way too long.  I would use the Purple line if it were a
rail system.

Now is the time to get money for infrastructure from the Obama
administration and install the right system for the future.  The bus system
will be a waste of tax payers money.

Sally A. Moody, Ph.D.
Professor of Anatomy & Regenerative Biology
Professor of Genetics
George Washington University
202-994-2878



 - RECORD #1123 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Moon
Business Name :
Address : 307 Allison Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : David Moon, D-A-V-I-D M-O-O-N. Address. 307 Allison 11 Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. I'm here to testify as an individual in support of the
Light Rail Option for the Purple Line.

Though I'm currently a D.C. resident, I was raised and spent most of my
life in Bethesda. I work in Takoma Park, I've taken classes in College
Park, I have family in Rockville, Bethesda, Baltimore, Chevy Chase,
Gaithersburg. Basically all around the region and most of my travel is
east-west and so two observations just having to do this.

There's not a convenient option to do that by transit that doesn't involve
multiple bus, rail transfers or that takes you through the city on an
unnecessary, long detour in order to do that sort of travel.

The second observation is, having lived in several neighborhoods in
northwest D.C., is that I've come to believe that over the past few years
traffic in Bethesda, Rockville, Silver Spring, and Langley Park is getting
worse than traffic inside the city. Which is really an astonishing
development for this area.

And so that's why I'm supporting a Light Rail Option for this Purple Line
and hoping that it will get built because it will be twice as fast as Bus
Rapid Transit according to the DEIS estimates. And it would encourage
more ridership, including from people like me.

And I strongly disagree with those who believe that light rail trains are
ugly. I think they're modern, they're beautiful, and in cities that have
them, especially ones that put them in recently, they look great. So this
is an esthetic disagreement.

So, you know but these are all really selfish concerns. So if I actually
think about why the region would benefit from this, there are two things
that come to mind.

One is economic development. There's a lot of literature on this but
some estimates put 35,000 new jobs for every billion dollars in transit
investment, and greater predictability for business investment around
light rail stations versus bus stations.

So I think the region obviously needs a lot of this. And if you look at
areas like the Langley Crossroads Region, there is a lot of need for
business investment along the corridor. And I do spend lunch, basically
every day, along that corridor and I can tell you from direct experience
that it's needed.

And the second, for anyone who cares about climate change and the
environment like I do, building a Light Rail Purple Line would obviously
encourage Smart Growth.

I know a lot of people are concerned about trees getting cut down along
the Capital Crescent Trail, but I think they're missing the fact that Smart
Growth would save many more trees from being clear cut from sprawl
development in the excerpts, if we encourage Smart Growth
development along transit stations in the area.

So I'll leave it at that and I hope that the light rail plan is the go-forward
option.



 - RECORD #1911 DETAIL
First Name : Diane L.
Last Name : Mooney
Business Name :
Address : 7009 Hillcrest Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DIANELMOONEY@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My family - husband, two teen-age daughters and one young son - use
the Capital Crescent trail almost daily to bike and walk for exercise,
transportation and pleasure.  We value it as a wonderful resource that
makes our local community a unique place to live.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1868 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Moore
Business Name :
Address : 7311 Glenside dr.
City : Takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We should build the high investment light rail option that uses Silver

Spring and Thayer Aves.  This is our chance to build for the future, we
should do it right.



 - RECORD #1155 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Moore
Business Name :
Address : 50 B Crescent Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Laura Moore, L-A-U-R-A, M-O-O-R-E.

I was president of the Graduate Student Government for two years until
this summer. A little under a year ago, the Grad Student Government
voted unanimously to support the Campus Drive alignment and I think
since then we've seen very strong student support for that, and for the
purple line in general.

So I just wanted to make the point that, you know, you have to in trying
to determine the opinion of the campus community you have to look not
just at the, sort of the official position of the administration, but also what
the students are saying, and the students have very clearly spoken in
favor of the purple line and are very much in favor of the Campus Drive
alignment.

I think the main reason is that is where we are. I mean, that is where
students go. That is where the bus stops already are. That's where the
bus routes already go, so it makes the most sense for, you know, a main
transit line to be going where the people are and where people need to
go.

Also it makes sense in terms of multi-modal transport to be able to take
the bus in, you get dropped off, you pick up the purple line and you go
onto your next location.

I think now we are seeing the negative impacts of having the green line
so far away from campus. I mean, the University runs buses I think
every 10 minutes back and forth between the campus and the green line
and I would just, I would hate to see the University make the same
mistake twice where we are putting a main transit center far away from
where it needs to be.

I also share concerns with other people in terms of the aesthetics and
the environment. You've already got a road on Campus Drive. It makes
the most sense to put the light rail tracks there as opposed to cutting
across Chapel Lawn and it would just, I think it would be bad for
aesthetics and it is also taking away the green space that we have on
campus.

I know there have been concerns about vibration, EMI. I did some
research into the vibration issue at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Actually their green line goes right through campus, right by
a nanotechnology lab.

I corresponded with the head of the lab and he said hey, we have more
problems with pedestrians and elevators and power supplies in the
building than we ever get from the train that comes through here. And
that's not light rail, that's good old fashioned heavy rail going through the
campus.

So I know there are concerns with that. Being a graduate student and
working on scientific experiments myself, I mean, you want that to be
protected. But I have full confidence that those issues can be addressed
and mediated.

So thank you and thanks for soliciting our input tonight. Thanks.



 - RECORD #2450 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Moore
Business Name :
Address : 4420 Rosedale Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MOOREST@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #802 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Morales
Business Name : Gilday Renovations
Address : 742 Thayer Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am a citizen of East Silver Spring through who's backyard the Purple

Line was to be constructed and I was still all for it.  Please don't let the
vocal minority fool you, most people I know would love the rail at grade
because our whole area is going to come to a stand still if we don't build
a practical transit option to the ever increasing congestion.



 - RECORD #1448 DETAIL
First Name : Harvard
Last Name : Morehead
Business Name :
Address : 7 Renmark Ct
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Harvard, H-A-R-V-A-R-D, just like the college, last name Morehead, M-

O-R-E-H-E-A-D, just like the two words. I would like to speak in favor of
the light rail option. Basically, every modern system, rail system, in the
last 20 years starting in San Diego, Salt Lake City, Portland, Houston,
you name it, has exceeded ridership and financial expectations. Very
often, at the end of the first year, those systems are at levels that would,
that were expected at five to 10 years. Bus systems, not so much.
Okay?

We've been here before. There was, as the lawyers like to say it, this
argument about buses versus light rail is stare decicis. It was proven in
court. It's a thing called the National City Alliance. Back when a
consortium of auto makers and, let's see, I believe it was General
Motors, Standard Oil and one of the tire makers, was proven in court to
be a conspiracy to destroy transit by substituting buses for what was
then street cars, now called light rail.

People don't like to ride buses. They love to ride street cars. And in
short, if this project is to succeed, it must be light rail. If it is to fail, the
best way to do it is to get buses on there. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #1835 DETAIL
First Name : Marcia H.
Last Name : Morgan
Business Name :
Address : 4825 Drummond Ave.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MARCIAHMORGAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1539 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Moriarity
Business Name :
Address : 200 Spring Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : CHRISMOR@CPCUG.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I am a member of the Washington Area Bicyclist Association and the

Action Committee for Transit.  Both of these organizations advocate
light rail for the purple line instead of bus, and that also is my
preference.

Eventually, I would like to see the purple line extended as a light rail
line in both directions all the way around the District of Columbia to
form a "circle line" to connect all the "spokes" of the current Metro
system.  A larger initial investment now in a purple line option such as
the "high investment" option is better in the long term if the purple
line eventually becomes part of a "circle line" for the DC Metro region.

I would prefer that the purple line be built as light rail with a 12
foot wide (rather than a 10 foot wide) bicycle trail adjacent to it,
including the path through the tunnel under Wisconsin Avenue in
Bethesda.  This alignment is consistent with the concept of the
Metropolitan Branch Trail, which is to run adjacent to the Red Line when
it finally is completed.

I would prefer that the bicycle trail in Bethesda include both an
"express" option through the tunnel, and a "local" option along Bethesda
Avenue and Elm Street Park so trail users have easy access to local
Bethesda destinations, and there is easy access to the trail from
downtown Bethesda.

thank you

Chris Moriarity
200 Spring Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #272 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : Moriarty
Business Name : n/a
Address : 1535 W. Falkland Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : megan3532@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a frequent user of public transportation, I would like to express my

support for the Purple Line. Through my work as a community organizer
in rental communities, I have seen firsthand how the lack of a convenient
and efficient east-west public transportation connection affects low and
middle income families in Silver Spring.
I have, through my involvement with the Silver Spring Citizens Advisory
Board, also heard from many community members that express
concerns about the impact a transitway could have on their
neighborhoods. I urge MTA to continue working with the communities
involved and reach out to more renters to make sure all of their concerns
are adequately addressed in the final proposal.
Thanks,
Megan Moriarty



 - RECORD #532 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Morrison, M,D.
Business Name :
Address : 7700 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EAMORRISON@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I live and work near the Capitol Crescent Trail.  I am utterly opposed the
building the purple line on the Trail.  I use the trail for walking, bicycling
and commuting. I use with with family and friends.  It provides a healthy
and attractive alternative to driving.  Our part of Montgomery County can
ill afford to loose this valuable green space.  A light rail would destroy my
ability to use the trail.  Please either bury the purple line or use existing
roadways.

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace



and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for



example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Morrison, M.D.
Office:
4701 Willard Avenue, Suite 212
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Home:  7700 Meadow Lane, Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #1270 DETAIL
First Name : Lindsay
Last Name : Morris
Business Name :
Address : 639 Mississippi Ave
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : That's L-I-N-D-S-A-Y, Morris, M-O-R-R-I-S. I live on Mississippi Avenue
in Silver Spring and additionally I'm a member of Jews United for Justice
which is the metro Maryland area and - organizer in Langley Park with -
Maryland.

I speak today in strong favor of the light rail purple line. I want to stress
the importance of taking certain measures to reduce the potential
negative impact that the purple line will have on the current
communities.

Personally I'm very excited for the prospect of the purple line because
then I can still easily and quickly get to work downtown Silver Spring
Bethesda and College Park without the need of my car, which would be
fantastic.

The purple line will also benefit communities by reducing the number of
drivers on the road, thus not only reducing traffic and air congestion, but
also make our communities cleaner and safer for our friends and
families.

It is important that we start reducing our carbon impact like many people
have talked about, and making, excuse me, and the purple line will make
it easy for all of us to be less dependent on our cars.

A second benefit of the purple line is for the people who have no choice
but to take the buses to get to their jobs and doctors appointments.
Sometimes they wait over 30 minutes in awful weather conditions. This
is something I experienced all last year.

The purple line will provide a fast and reliable transportation for
everyone. The last benefit I want to mention is that the purple line will
provide many jobs for our local residents.

This is especially important now that our economy is down. I'm talking
about construction jobs that will be needed when it's built.

Though I am very much in favor of the purple line, I'm very concerned of
the effect it will have on the current diverse driving communities,
especially in Long Branch and Langley Park.

I fear that as the purple line is built, along with community development,
the cost of rent will rise and cause mass displacement of the current low
income and middle income tenants and small family businesses, similar
to what people have seen in Columbia Heights with the displacement.

So one is forced to leave the only community that many of them know
and they'll have to start their life somewhere else, further from where
they worked and even further from the new purple line that would have
hopefully benefitted them.

So finally I speak on behalf of myself, my five house mates, the
members of Jews United for Justice and many of the residents and small
business owners in Langley Park when they say that we are in favor of
the purple line as long as the planning team and Montgomery County
and Prince George's County focus on developing affordable housing and
creating policy that protects tenants and small businesses.

We'll also be submitting testimonies. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #1865 DETAIL
First Name : Lindsay
Last Name : Morris
Business Name :
Address : 639 Mississippi Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : linz.morris@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of East Silver Spring and involved in several community

organizations in Montgomery and Prince George's County.  I am in full
support of the Purple Line as a light rail. However, I emphasize the
important of being responsible for the impact that it will have on the
current community, especially the small local business, and the low
income tenants.  What is your plan for the mass displacement that will
occur due to the rise in prices of rent and the development projects
around the purple line?  In Prince George's there is no tenant protection
law, and I believe this needs to be changed before the impact of the
Purple Line goes into effect.  I applaud you for having a plan to replace
the trees that will be removed for the Purple Line, but I am disappointed
to see there is no plan to reduce the displacement in the communities.
We need to put energies toward affordable housing, assistance for
relocation, and support toward the local small businesses.  Thank you
for your time.



 - RECORD #2303 DETAIL
First Name : Anita
Last Name : Morrison
Business Name :
Address : 9318 Worth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Morrison_Anita.pdf (51 kb)





 - RECORD #960 DETAIL
First Name : Foster
Last Name : Morrison
Business Name : Turtle Hollow Associates, Inc.
Address : P.O. Boc 3639
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20885
Email Address : TURTLEHOLLOWINC@CS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : There are several critical reason to build the Purple Line as light rail:

1. The line should have an exclusive right-of-way, in which case rail
offers many advantages: Better drainage of rainwater.  Less susceptible
to accidents and delays, especially in the event of ice or snow fall.  Short
single-track sections could save money and reduce environmental
impacts, such as the loss of trees.  Tunnels are feasible.  MU (multiple
unit - i.e., multi-car train) operation is possible. LRT trains are easy and
fast to couple and uncouple.  Signaling systems can provide extra
safety.  Unlike Metrorail and other "heavy" systems, LRT can utilize tight
turning radiuses.

2. Oil depletion.  US production peaked in 1971.  Mexico recently.  Saudi
Arabia - sooner than you think.  Prices will rise sharply when the US and
global economies recover.  Electric power can be provided by abundant
(but dirty) coal or a number of clean alternative sources.

3. Rail vehicles can be wider than busses and are more comfortable and
stable.  Double-ended rail cars are easy to reverse for short routes or
emergencies, but some trackwork to do this must be in the design.
Superior acceleration and no loss of performance due to air conditioning.
Magnetic track brakes for fast stops.  With welded rail and resilient
wheels, the cars are almost too quiet: provide loud horns.  High level
platforms feasible for high traffic stations -- faster and safer.  Long
service life: SEPTA (Philadelphia) is operating extensively renovated 60-
year old PCC cars on Route 15 (Girard Ave.)  Toronto is doing the same
on a new rail line.

Regards,
Foster MORRISON
Turtle Hollow Associates, Inc.
PO Box 3639
Gaithersburg, MD 20885-3639



 - RECORD #358 DETAIL
First Name : Ian
Last Name : Morrison
Business Name :
Address : 11702 Saddlerock Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : ROYALMILEPUB@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ian Morrison
11702 Saddlerock Road
3rd Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20902

3019464511



 - RECORD #2444 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Morrison
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JMORRISON@LABORIE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please don’t use the Capital Crescent Trail for the purple line.



 - RECORD #3167 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Morrison
Business Name :
Address : PO Box 3639
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20885
Email Address : turtlehollowinc@cs.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Morrison 35750.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #2261 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Morrissey
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JMORRISSEY@RUNBOX.COM
Submission Content/Notes : SAVE THE TRAIL

The Capital Crescent Trail is a valuable community resource. Please say
NO to the proposed Purple Line that will be run along this beautiful trail.



 - RECORD #2929 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Morse
Business Name :
Address : 4920 Dorset Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MORSEKATHAN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Interested Parties,

I would like to lend my support of the Purple Line as a light rail
connecting Bethesda with Silver Spring, Takoma and eastward.  I live in
the Town of Somerset, and I know that many in Chevy Chase are
opposed to the Purple Line.  However, after driving kids to Silver Spring
to visit their friends for the past six years, I can tell you that the time for
the Purple Line is now.  Please do not delay it any longer.  When my
kids take the bus to visit their friends, it can take over 60 minutes and
that's just to get to the Bethesda Metro station.  It's another 30 minute
walk for them before they arrive home.   And many times, it isn't possible
to take the bus.    And this is just to get to Silver Spring.  Anyone wanting
to go further in the county faces huge obstacles.  For two summers, my
daughter has taken classes at MC Takoma.  She has to allow over an
hour to get there, with buses coming every half hour.  With the Purple
line, this would be a short ride.   Actually, the reason that she took
classes at MC instead of Maryland, was that it would be almost
impossible for her to get to UMD by public transportation without taking
most of the day.

So,  please, do not delay the Purple Line any longer.  In an urban area
like ours, public transportation should be paramont.    Our children
deserve to be able to take public transportation to visit their friends and
attend MC or University of Maryland.



 - RECORD #1597 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Moskowitz
Business Name : N/A
Address :
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : benm@sas.upenn.edu
Submission Content/Notes : As the Student Member of the Montgomery County Board of Education

during 2007-2008, I had to travel the entire county.  I also interacted with
many students at many of our different high schools.  The Inner Purple
Line would have allowed me to more easily meet with my
constituents,who lived across the county from me. There are other youth
in this county who can similarly benefit from this viable, cost-effect,
environmentally-friendly, light rail, East-West link.  Let's do right by them.



 - RECORD #354 DETAIL
First Name : Hannah
Last Name : Moulton
Business Name :
Address : 7520 Maple Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 209122
Email Address : HMOULTON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Hannah Moulton
7520 Maple Ave
Apt 202
Takoma Park, MD 20912

3016410275



 - RECORD #389 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Moya
Business Name :
Address : 611 Gilmoure Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : LAURITAXMG@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Laura Moya
611 Gilmoure Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #1734 DETAIL
First Name : Yasmina Mudarres and
Last Name : R. Andrew Lied
Business Name :
Address : 3414 Shepherd Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : YMUDARRES@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We are writing to share our opposition to locating the Purple Line along
the Capital Crescent Trail and adjacent to the Sligo Creek Elementary
School (SCES) in Silver Spring.  As long-time Trail users and parents of
2 young children at SCES, we are gravely concerned by the detrimental
impact of the Line on the quality of our community.

As it concerns the Capital Crescent Bike Trail, the development of the
Purple Line would result in the loss of a rare and valuable green belt for
our community.  Our family resides in Chevy Chase and we frequently
use the trail to cycle to Bethesda and Silver Spring.  It helps us stay
healthy, enjoy precious family time as well as enjoy the shops,
restaurants and cinemas located in the downtown areas without
contributing to traffic and pollution.  Needless to say, should a light rail
be located on the trail, only ten feet from the bike lane, with trains
passing every three minutes (as outlined in the recent environmental
study) we would certainly no longer use the trail and to the family's great
chagrin, we would also severely cut back on our support of local
businesses including our favorite Giffords ice cream and Quartermaine
Coffee.

As to the location of a station at street level on Wayne Avenue and Dale
Drive in Silver Spring, we share equal reservations.  As previously
stated, both our kids attend SCES and we are already all too familiar
with the existing congestion and traffic problems in the area--not to
mention the impact on the security of pedestrians and difficulty to ensure
safety of both an elementary and middle school with multiple public
entrances.  Both our kids take a Montgomery County School Bus from
Chevy Chase to Silver Spring each day and often arrive late at school
because of traffic.  Their daily school bus commute will certainly be
lengthened by increased congestion around the Wayne Avenue station
as well as on Connecticut Avenue due to the new Lake Area
development plans.  Parking at the school is already a nightmare and
without plans to satisfactorily address congestion issues, we fail to grasp
how the light rail will make a positive impact on the school community,
most of whom are still too young to travel by public transportation alone.

Great urban spaces are defined by accessibility.  Unfortunately it seems
to us that the Purple Line will damage rather than address accessibility
for our community.  Worst still it will have an irrevocable impact on a
beautiful green recreation area.  We urge you to reconsider the current
placement for the Purple Line and work to safeguard our community
resources for generations to come.



Thank you for your consideration,



 - RECORD #2185 DETAIL
First Name : Marion H.
Last Name : Mudd
Business Name :
Address : 9507 Wadsworth Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817-2417
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Letter. M. Mudd.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #1363 DETAIL
First Name : Allan
Last Name : Muise
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

I think the DC Metrorail does indeed need a purple line and in fact needs
many more new lines and stops.

I lived in Paris, France for a year and a half.  The Paris metro rail has 4
times as many lines and 4 times as many stations as the DC Metro rail.
While the DC Metro Rail can get you within 5 miles of wherever you
want to go, the Paris Metro Rail can get you within a quarter mile of
wherever you want to go!

To get from Bethesda to Silver Spring, just one town over, you have to
take the Metro Red line all the way into DC and then all the way back out
again!

The DC Metro Rail needs many more lines and stops!

Allan Muise

Rockville, MD



 - RECORD #1541 DETAIL
First Name : Allan
Last Name : Muise
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AAMUISE@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

I think the DC Metrorail does indeed need a purple line and in fact needs
many more new lines and stops.

I lived in Paris, France for a year and a half.  The Paris metro rail has 4
times as many lines and 4 times as many stations as the DC Metro rail.
While the DC Metro Rail can get you within 5 miles of wherever you
want to go, the Paris Metro Rail can get you within a quarter mile of
wherever you want to go!

To get from Bethesda to Silver Spring, just one town over, you have to
take the Metro Red line all the way into DC and then all the way back out
again!

The DC Metro Rail needs many more lines and stops!

Allan Muise
Rockville, MD



 - RECORD #2885 DETAIL
First Name : Kurt
Last Name : Mulholland
Business Name :
Address : 4519 Sleaford Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KMULHOLLAND@URC-CHS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear sir/madam,

I live in east bethesda and use the trail regularly to walk the dog and to
walk to work. On the weekends the trail is very busy, you have to really
keep watch so as not to be a hazard to runners of bicyclists. The point
being is that really the trail should be widened instead of destroyed.
Where
else will you put a nature trail in the middle of this growing urban area.
Probably not in the budget is it?

I strongly urge you place the rail or bus line somewhere else besides on
the
trail. It would be a tragedy to lose this great natural resource.



 - RECORD #2300 DETAIL
First Name : Tiger
Last Name : Mullen
Business Name :
Address : 333 Casey Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : TIGER@THOUGHTGEAR.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please keep the Capital Crescent Trail – I walk along it or ride bikes

there every chance I get.  I am hoping my children will be able to enjoy it
in the years to come.



 - RECORD #1840 DETAIL
First Name : Christina
Last Name : Mulligan
Business Name :
Address : 418 U St NW #2
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address : ppl@cmmulligan.com
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line is a fantastic idea which should absolutely go forward. I

lived in College Park, MD for several years and I would have greatly
benefited from being able to access Silver Spring and Bethesda so
directly. Part of why I moved into DC was because it had easier access
public transportation; I might have stayed in Maryland if there had been
a purple line!



 - RECORD #1762 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth A. Mumford and
Last Name : Joe G. Gitchell
Business Name :
Address : 4301 Stanford Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : eam222@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Mr. Hanson, Council Members, Planning Board

Members:

We have wrestled with our thoughts about the potential alignment of the
Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail because we believe in mass
transit, particularly in inner urban areas (which we consider
Bethesda/Silver Spring to be).  Our conclusion is that since other viable
options exist to connect important commuter communities (NIH is always
a logjam already), destroying natural habitat around the trail and the
stream is a net loss for the metropolitan area.  Certainly, we see no logic
to destroying so much natural habitat before giving a more efficient rapid
bus transit system our best efforts over a period of 10 years or so (i.e.
giving the investment a serious chance).  Other solutions can still be
considered at that point in time, while re-creating the current habitat
would take many decades.

Having lived in Tokyo, which is choked with traffic, we are certain that an
efficient and reliable bus system is possible; posted schedules are
consistently met within a minute or two.  Destroying the swath of
environment that surrounds the current trail does not make sense to us.
We believe that as a society we are approaching a turning point at which
we truly begin to value alternative energy sources and protection of the
environment.

We appreciate your consideration of our viewpoint.



 - RECORD #1156 DETAIL
First Name : Cecilia
Last Name : Munoz
Business Name :
Address : 606 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : I'm Cecilia Munoz, C-E-C-I-L-A, M-U-N-O-Z. I live in Silver Spring,
Maryland. I have lived there for 17 years. I live on Dale Drive near the
corner with Wayne Avenue and as proposed, the purple line would run
right through my neighborhood, and I'm here to strongly support it.

I work as Senior Vice President for public policy at the National Council
of (inaudible) NCLR, which is the nation's largest Latino civil rights and
advocacy organization.

While I'm not here representing NCLR, I speak from the vantage point of
more than 20 years of experience as an advocate for the Latino
community, and particularly as an anti- poverty advocate.

I believe the purple line is a critical strategy for the economic, ethnic and
social integration of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties.

Access to efficient, cost effective public transportation is an essential
anti-poverty strategy because it facilitates getting workers to jobs.

I believe the construction of a light rail purple line is likely to have
positive impacts on poverty as well as economic and cultural isolation on
the eastern side of Montgomery County and Prince George's County.

According to the surface transportation policy project, while the average
American household spends around 19 percent of its income on transit-
related expenses, a household making less than $14,000 spends about
40 percent of its take home pay on transit and nearly 96 percent of funds
spent on transportation by the poorest American families go to private
vehicle expenses.

The lack of efficient options to travel from neighborhoods like Langley
Park to jobs in places like Bethesda is a serious barrier to building
wealth in low income communities, which also undercuts the economic
growth of the region as a whole.

It is vital to fully include communities like Langley Park and Long Branch
in the planning process for the purple line to ensure that it meets the
community's needs and to make sure that the process is accessible to
communities, entrepreneurs and leaders who communicate best in
languages other than English.

I believe that investment in the light rail purple line will send an important
message about the potential and vitality of economically distressed
communities like Long Branch and Langley Park.

These communities are worth investing in. They are wroth connecting to
more economically vibrant neighborhoods which provide jobs and
opportunities.

We are an ethnically and economically diverse area. This is one of the
region's great strengths. We need transportation mechanisms that foster
integration and equitable economic growth as well as reduce the
environmental effects of heavy traffic.

Finally, as a resident of Silver Spring, it's abundantly clear to me that a
light rail purple line is by far the most reasonable solution to the problem
of increasing traffic which represents a real threat to the quality of life in
my community.

Perhaps most importantly it is the most cost effective alternative on the
table which can take cars off the road by providing safe and efficient
travel from east to west, a route which residents like me typically



traverse by car.

Thanks very much for holding the hearing and I strongly support the
purple line.



 - RECORD #2258 DETAIL
First Name : Cecilia
Last Name : Munoz
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Munoz_Cecilia.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #2427 DETAIL
First Name : Francesca
Last Name : Muratori
Business Name :
Address : 5103 Allan Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : FMURATORI@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Along with family and friends we use the trail regularly.  It is a wonderful
way to get away from it all right here in the middle of our metropolitan
area!  It was a haven I turned to for solace and exercise when I suffered
a back injury and walking was prescribed as part of my recovery.  Our
daughter grew up knowing time on the trail was special, away from the
distractions of everyday life.  Please don't let us lose this special place.

Every week, more than 10,000 hiker s and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2123 DETAIL
First Name : Theophile
Last Name : Murayi
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : tmurayi1@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Theophile Murayi.  I live at 552 Windsong Drive, Aberdeen,

MD 21001 and I commute to work at Beltsville, MD every morning.  My
train commute from Aberdeen to New Carrollton station is a delight.
However from New Carrollton, my bus connections are so slow, few and
often off schedule that it takes me 10 to 20 more minutes on average to
travel from New Carrollton to Beltsville than it takes me to travel from
Aberdeen to New Carrollton.  That's absurd given that the distance from
New Carrollton to Beltsville is less than 1/5 of the distance to Aberdeen.
The way the current metro system was designed serves only people that
work downtown Washington DC ignoring eveybody else who works in
the outskirts of DC and in Maryland around DC.  We're so many of us
and to force us to use unreliable buses when all it would take is a simple
connecting Purple line from New Carrollton to College Park or Greenbelt
then to Bethesda is simply backward and has no justification in my
opinion.  Please build the purple line and help commuters save time and
aggravation and get to work on time every day. Thanks.



 - RECORD #3177 DETAIL
First Name : Theophile
Last Name : Murayi
Business Name :
Address : 552 Windsong Drive
City : Aberdeen
State : MD
Zip Code : 21001
Email Address : Tmurayi1@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Murayi 35768.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2308 DETAIL
First Name : Brian and Joy
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 8503 Lynwood Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CHEVYCHASEMURPHYS@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

My name is Brian Murphy. My wife and I have three young children, and
we use the capital crescent trail almost daily. Building the Purple Line on
the Capital Crescent Trail will not significantly reduce east-west or north-
south road traffic. It will cannibalize existing bus service, and destroy
green space and neighborhoods. The Purple Line advocates claim to be
green, but in reality thousands of trees will be clear cut without the
benefit of reduced traffic. The only long term needs met by the Light Rail
Purple Line are those of the Chevy Chase Land Company and their
desire to develop the Chevy Chase Lake property (which, incidentally,
will significantly increase traffic on Connecticut Avenue). If you explore
the claims of the Purple Line, and compare them to the actual expected
results, it is impossible to support the project.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

If the Purple Line will destroy green space, NOT reduce traffic, NOT be
scalable for future development, why build it? In 50 years, any Light Rail
alternative will be obsolete.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #396 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 8503 Lynwood Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BRIAN.MURPHY@CONSTELLATION.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

Please find attached a written version of the testimony I gave at the
Purple Line hearing held on Tuesday, 18 November 2008.

Regards,

Brian Murphy

8503 Lynwood Place

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Attachments : Testimony_18Nov08.pdf (9 kb)



Good evening, 

My name is Brian Murphy. My wife, Joy, and our children, Evelyn, Kathryn and Liam, 
live in Chevy Chase, MD. We have lived in our home since 2005, and we have every 
intention of making Montgomery County our home for the foreseeable future. Because of 
our obvious vested interest in Montgomery County, we have come before you this 
evening to testify regarding the proposed Purple Line.

Like all Maryland residents, we desire efficient government programs which best meet 
the needs of all stakeholders. As the population in Montgomery, Prince George’s, and the 
surrounding counties continue to grow, we support environmentally and fiscally 
responsible mass transit solutions. In designing mass transit alternatives, I am sure we all 
agree any proposed solution should do the following:

- The solution should be scalable, in that it should have the capacity to expand and 
evolve as our area continues to grow and change. 

- The solution should significantly reduce automotive traffic and congestion. 
- The solution should reduce overall travel times, and encourage use of mass. 

transportation. 
- The solution should supplement, and not cannibalize, existing modes of mass 

transit. 
- The solution should be financially and environmentally responsible, and 

maximize return on taxpayer investment. 

Although we all agree in principle for mass transit solutions and the goal of mass transit 
in general, the proposed alignment of the Purple Line does not satisfy any of these 
criteria:

- It is not scalable, and does not connect seamlessly to Metro. Most importantly, 
because of poor ridership projections (which are still questionable at best), more 
stops have been added. Thus, travel times are higher, efficiency is lost, and any 
vision of an inner Purple Line Loop which would connect to Northern Virginia is 
all but impossible.  

- It does not significantly reduce automotive traffic.  
- It does not significantly reduce travel times. Again because of poor ridership 

projections, more stops have been added, which drastically increases travel times.  
- It does not supplement, but cannibalizes existing forms of mass transit.  
- It is not environmentally responsible, and based on current projections, it is not 

financially responsible.

The Capital Crescent Trail is a sanctuary within the beltway, and my family and I are but 
a few of the 10,000 users who enjoy this resource each week. However, we fully 
understand the importance of shared sacrifice for the common good. But to destroy such 
a treasure with such a poorly conceived mass transit alternative would be a huge mistake. 
Again, we are not opposed to mass transit, and support smart growth. By rejecting the 



proposed Purple Line, we are rejecting poorly conceived solutions in favor of better 
alternatives which take all stakeholders into account.    

My wife and I are here with our children tonight for a simple reason. We love Maryland. 
30 years from now, God willing, we don’t want to have to explain to our children (or 
even their children) why in 2008, their government lacked the foresight to reject a project 
which would irrevocably harm their community and its shared green space without 
providing anything which resembled a commensurate return.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. Although we would like to stay and hear 
further testimony, I’m afraid we must now go home, feed, bathe, and put our children to 
bed.



 - RECORD #1422 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 8503 Lynwood PL.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Brian Murphy.

My wife Joy and our children Evelyn, Katherine and Liam - sorry. Brian,
B-R-I-A-N, M-U-R-P-H-Y. I'm told it's a popular name. You ready? Okay.
My name is Brian Murphy and my wife Joy and our children Evelyn,
Catherine and Liam live in Chevy Chase, Maryland. We have lived in our
home only since 2005 with every intention of making Montgomery
County our home for the foreseeable future. Thus, because of our
obvious vested interest in Montgomery County, I have come before you
this evening to testify against proposed light rail on the Purple Line.

Like all Maryland residents, we desire efficient government programs
which best meet the needs of all stakeholders. As the population in
Montgomery, Prince George's and the surrounding counties continues to
grow, we support environmentally and fiscally responsible mass transit
solutions. However, in designing mass transit alternatives, I am sure we
will all agree that any proposed solution should do the following: The
solution should be scalable and should have the capacity to expand and
evolve as our area continues to grow and change.

The solution should significantly reduce our mode of traffic. It should
reduce congestion. The solution should reduce overall travel times and
encourage use of mass transportation. The solution should supplement
and never cannibalize existing modes of mass transit. The solution
should be financially and environmentally responsible and maximize
return on tax payer investment.

Although we all agree in principal for mass transit solutions and the goal
of mass transit in general, the proposed alignment on the Purple Line
does not satisfy any of the criteria. Again, I'm talking about light rail. It is
not scalable. It does not connect seamlessly to Metro and most
importantly, because of poor ridership rejections which, I know, are still
questionable at best, more stops have been added. Thus, travel times
are higher, efficiency is lost and any vision of an inner Purple Line loop
which would connect to northern Virginia has all been impossible.

Do we really want to commit that we're never going to connect to
Tyson's Corner or Dulles? That's foolish. It does not significantly reduce
automotive traffic. It does not significantly reduce travel time. Again,
because of poor ridership projections, more stops have been added and
this drastically increases projected travel times. It does not supplement
but rather cannibalizes existing forms of mass transportation.

And finally, it is not environmentally responsible and based on current
projections, it is not fiscally responsible. The Capitol Crescent Trail is a
sanctuary within the beltway and my family and I are but a few of the
10,000 users who enjoy this resource each week. However, we fully
understand the importance of shared sacrifice for the common good. But
to destroy such a treasure with such a poorly-conceived mass transit
alternative would be a huge mistake.

Again, my family and I are not opposed to mass transit. We support
whole-heartedly any effort at Smart Growth. But by rejecting the
proposed Purple Line, we say that we can do better. We are rejecting a
poorly conceived solution in favor of better alternatives, which take all
stakeholders into account.

My wife and I feel strongly and we're here with our children tonight but
my time to testify is an hour late, and we noted that if we can't run a
hearing on time I know that 1.6 billion budget and the time lines of
building it are pipe dreams as well.



Thirty years from now, God willing, we don't want to have to explain to
our children why in 2008, their government lacked the foresight to reject
a project which would irrevocably harm their community and its shared
green space without providing commensurate return. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3357 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 4 Fayette Lane
City : Aberdeen
State : MD
Zip Code : 07747
Email Address : brian.murphy@us.transport.bombardier.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please add to mailing list



 - RECORD #2623 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 7200 Clarendon Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : VICENTEMURPHY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail frequently to commute to work and for
the recreational opportunities it provides for my family of 5. Every week,
more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and
abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird
watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and
from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

At the same time, I believe that alternatives to the light rail built on the
Trail would be more effective and less expensive, without the negative
effects that conversion of the trail will bring to our neighborhoods.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1451 DETAIL
First Name : Douglas
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 7401 Ridgewood Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Just because I wasn't going to speak. D- O-U-G-L-A-S, M-U-R-P-H-Y.

I'm 52 and when my parents brought me home from the hospital they
brought me to the house a couple blocks from here. It's not all that close
to the Capitol Crescent Trail, so I don't think I'd be particularly impacted
one way or another but I'll state my bias right at first.

I've had an interesting time tonight trying to deduce why people were
stating what noble position they were advocating. I suspected it was a
much more mundane perhaps. I like trees, birds, peace and quiet. I don't
like heavy construction, so that's my bias. One thing I would say about
the trolleys that people are saying, the historic trolley, the one that ran
down Connecticut, when those were built, you have to remember people
didn't, cars were not generally owned back then. Women didn't drive.
The only way to build houses and get people there was to build a trolley.

In Berkeley, California, where I worked a number of years, that's how the
Berkeley Hills were developed. You couldn't drive a car up those steep
hills but they built little tiny trolleys. But the difference was those went in
first. Then went the houses. And those were small, like, you know, those
were, look at the thing on the magazines, little, tiny trolley, not a big
noisy construction.

So, I guess what I'm saying is in an already established county like ours
with a lot of people, businesses, people that have been there, if you go
to put a system in, you're not building, you know, you're not building a
pastureland, you're building in an existing area. And I think if you are
going to subject people to this kind of disruption, that kind of cost, you
have to really serve, you have to design it really well. I think Mr.
Carruthers was his name, made a good point.

That if this thing is done, it really has to serve the big needs and the
issue of not letting a few impede the benefit of the many, that's true, but
how do you define few and many? If it's just people who want to profit
from a station being here, it'll help my business, that's not really right,
you know? The county as a whole.

If Walter Reed, if NIH, or Walter Reed moving to the Naval Medical
Center is a big thing, then you really need to serve it. If getting from
Silver Spring or Prince George's to Dulles is an important thing, you
really need to address that. I don't think the need for, a substitute for
cars in an already developed area justifies the cost and the disruption.
That's all. Thank you. Sorry, it's the end of a long day.



 - RECORD #3183 DETAIL
First Name : Frances
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 204 Eldrid Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : murphy.frances@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Murphy 35825.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #2836 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name : Vanderweil
Address : 625 N. Washington Street
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22314-1913
Email Address : PMURPHY@VANDERWEIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to urge you to consider alternate options for the proposed
Metro Purple Line through Bethesda via the Capital Crescent Trail.  As
an avid runner, I use this trail at least twice per week and I highly value
its accessibility and natural setting.

In fact, I am a member of a local running team sponsored by the
Georgetown Running Company that trains on the trail throughout the
entire year.  The Georgetown Running Company - Chevy Chase store
sponsors several evening runs from the store on this trail.  Accessible
running trails are essential to both the health of residents and vitality of
this business.  Additionally, the existence of a store like the Georgetown
Running Company brings many consumers to the Bethesda-Chevy
Chase area who otherwise would not visit.  If not for the store, I would
rarely visit Maryland, much less spend money at restaurants and shops
in Maryland.

While I wholeheartedly support expansion of public transportation, I also
acknowledge that in order to develop a healthy community there must
also be faccessible acilities for the public to collectively use for leisure
and business.  Parks and trails provide the opportunity for this
community connectivity and enhance the quality of living as much as
enhanced public transportation.  Trails like the Capital Crescent Trail
also provide alternate, "green" methods of commuting like cycling.

Please note that proposals for a narrow trail next to above-ground rail
lines are not a sufficient substitute and do not provide the safety nor
simplicity of using the current trail.  The quantity of people who use the
trail for running, walking, cycling, etc. requires a trail at least as wide as
the current trail without any interruptions.  Picture my team running down
the trail 2 abreast, passing a walker, while an oncoming cyclist rolls by in
the opposite direction.  This is a very common scene and narrowing the
trail would prevent us from training on it together.

I urge you to consider alternate plans for the metro expansion that would
save the Capital Crescent Trail.  I do not believe this proposition to be a
choice between greenspace and public transportation.  The only real
way to enhance Montgomery County's quality of life is to BOTH preserve
greenspace and improve public transportation. Please move the metro
underground or to another location and SAVE THE CAPITAL
CRESCENT TRAIL!

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2008 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen and Dominic
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address :
City : Forest Glen
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SFMURPHY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

My 13 year old son and I have been active biker trail riders for several
years. We ride from Chevy Chase thru Bethesda, past the Canal and
down to K Street and back, often treating ourselves to an ice-cream at
Gifford's in Bethesda on the way back.   More than 10,000 hikers and
bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

I am very much for sound public transportation planning in Maryland but
I also value family recreation time and exercise.  When we as a nation
are suffering from obesity issues, it is critically important to be able to
provide residents with fun exercise activities the trail provides.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #183 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas D
Last Name : Murphy
Business Name :
Address : 7815 Woodmont Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TMurphy@eaglebankcorp.com
Submission Content/Notes : As President of EagleBank, a community bank headquartered in

Montgomery County, I write this e-mail to completely support the Purple
Line. EagleBank has 2 branch offices in both Silver Spring and
Bethesda. We also have a major operations facility just outside of Silver
Spring. Many of our employees come from the areas that would benefit
from the Purple Line. Their current commutes are very difficult. The
addition of the Purple Line would improve the quality of their lives. Better
cross county transportation would also make our search for employees
less of a challenge. I also strongly support using the Georgetown Branch
as the right of way for the Line.

Thomas D. Murphy

EagleBank, We're Listening

President

Montgomery County

7815 Woodmont Avenue

Bethesda, Maryland  20814

Office:  240-497-2042

Fax:     301-986-8529

tmurphy@eaglebankcorp.com

www.eaglebankcorp.com



 - RECORD #65 DETAIL
First Name : Bruce
Last Name : Murray
Business Name :
Address : 10700 Marietta St
City : Glenn Dale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20769
Email Address : rbcmurray@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I'd like to receive a project newsletter



 - RECORD #1818 DETAIL
First Name : Mary S. Andrews and
Last Name : Peter J. Murtha
Business Name :
Address : 8710 Second Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : PMURTHA@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Murtha_Peter.pdf (2 mb)









 - RECORD #3297 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Musher
Business Name : Prudential Carruthers Realtors
Address : 4502 East West Hwy
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : amy.musher@prudentialcarruthers.com
Submission Content/Notes : Can you tell me exactly what streets will be affected in the

Bethesda/Chevy Chase area?



 - RECORD #1997 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Mutzberg
Business Name :
Address : 4217 East West Hwy
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : j.mutz@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

Please avoid using the Capital Crescent Trail for the purple line.  It is a
valuable resource.  Open spaces are dwindling and with the frenzied
pace it
is a small oasis to have a park like this.  The line will also drastically
reduce housing values along the route.  With revenues dwindling, it
would be
much more economical to run buses along Jones Bridge Rd. Please do
not cave
in to developers who will exploit our dollars and our land.



 - RECORD #1895 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Nagaraj
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BEBRYNAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,  Council President Andrews,
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #371 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Nagle
Business Name :
Address : 5415 Wilson Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : WSNAGLE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I ride the Capital Crescent Trail every day.  I fully concur with WABA's
stock position as articulated by them (below).  Failing to incorporate their
views would be short-sighted and expedient.  Please demonstrate
leadership for the greater good.  These are good ideas.  Thanks.

------
I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

William Nagle
5415 Wilson Lane
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20814

202-380-6329



 - RECORD #2874 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Nainis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SNAINIS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Purpleline Decision Makers,

I have been observing the decision making process for the future
Purpleline to connect the southern central part of Montgomery County
with eastern Montgomery County and Prince Georges County with the
proposed Purpleline.

I am concerned that the choice of routing the Purpleline through what is
now the start of the Capital Crescent Trail to downtown Bethesda is a
very poor choice.  I firmly believe that the alternative choice of using
Jones Bridge Road for a BRT (or even LRT) makes much more sense.

From the reports I have read, the Purpleline routed through the Capital
Crescent Trail which was the old railroad line easement is:

Much more expensive both to build and to operate...about twice as much
Doesn't support as many riders within its path as does the Jones Bridge
alternative
Does not brings Medical Center employees directly to where they want
to go
Basically destroys the eastern end of the Capital Crescent Trail for real
use
Forces the destruction of literally hundreds of mature trees in Chevy
Chase/Bethesda MD

The Crescent Trail alternative for the Purpleline ultimately destroys a
nature trail that is used by tens of thousands of people (including my
family) and links the Beach Drive and the Rock Creek Park areas to
downtown Bethesda.  This is a unique linkage of parkland that goes all
the way from DC and the Mall area up into Maryland making a ring that
goes though Bethesda and then back towards the Potomac back down
the river and back to DC at Georgetown.

The Jones Bridge Road alternative will bring riders directly to the
Medical Center area north of downtown Bethesda.  With the great
expansion of employment in that area due to BRAC, the ability of the
Purpleline to serve employees' transportation is an important role to be
fulfilled.

Please seriously consider the alternative route before you make what I
believe is an expensive and disastrous mistake.



 - RECORD #1652 DETAIL
First Name : W. Scott
Last Name : Nainis
Business Name :
Address : 3515 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : snainis@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I believe that the Jones Bridge Road with a BRT on it is the best

alternative.  It is much less costly to build and also to operate.  It is
designed to take passengers to the Medical Center area...one which has
many employees from outside the immediate area needing
transportation.  Also it would be very close to the Hughes Medical
Center on Connecticut.  The Jones Bridge Road plan saves the
Crescent Trail from Beach Drive to Downtown Bethesda.  This trail has
been a "found treasure" for many including my family.  Putting in LRT or
even BRT on that segment would necessitate cutting down hundreds of
mature trees and depriving the area of a wonderful park.  Yes, it is a
park in essentially all senses of the word.  Officially it is an "abandoned
right of way", but it is and should be designated a park, just like Rock
Creek Park has many "branches" that jet out into the city.

Please give the Jones Bridge road BRT alternative serious attention.  I
believe it is the best alternative available to us. It will server more people
better and cheaper overall.



 - RECORD #2770 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel G.
Last Name : Nalls
Business Name :
Address : 4206 Dunnel Ln.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : DGNALLS@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Attn Council Members,

Please do not consider the Purple Line as a viable answer to any traffic
or transportation problems in Montgomery County. I do not believe the
Purple Line will provide any relief and it would clearly deprive the good
citizens of Montgomery County a very special and relaxing escape to the
otherwise stressful environment throughout the county. The Crescent
Trail is a very unique attraction for the county and any temporary
benefits would soon be overwhelmed with the reality that the Purple Line
will not solve the problem, but would eliminate a great asset!



 - RECORD #2615 DETAIL
First Name : Bonnie
Last Name : Naradzay
Business Name :
Address : 9815 Rosensteel Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : BONNIE.NARADZAY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Government Officials:

Which one of you has ridden your bicycle or walked or run from one end
of the future Capitol Crescent trail between Silver Spring and Bethesda
to the other, or from Silver Spring to downtown Washington DC and
back again?  If not, would you agree to do so before presuming to cast
judgment?  This trail is something that works well, now.

I've lived in Montgomery County (the lower socio-economic part - Silver
Spring) for over thirty years.  For untold years, I've biked the trail to
Bethesda as well as commuted to downtown Washington DC using the
Capitol Crescent Trail's important link between SIlver Spring and
downtown Bethesda to get everywhere. This trail is important to me; it's
part of the reason I still live in Montgomery Country rather than moving
into the city.  I am 63 years old and live near the intersection of Forest
Glen and Georgia Avenue.  When my two children were growing up,
they rode the trails with me as well.  My daughter, who works downtown,
still rides her bike on the Trail to get to work.  My son has moved to
Portland, Oregon, and has taken his love of bikeriding there.  He
commutes to work there - 10 miles each way.  Yes, this trail that links
SIlver Spring to downtown Bethesda is a precious heritage and a legacy.
Please do not take it away from citizens who are trying to make a
difference in the quality of life.  Especially in these dire economic times,
please protect lower Montgomery County from further ravaging and
willy-nilly decisionmaking that imperils parkland setasides.  There's a
larger picture here for you to see.

I am grateful for your forebearance.



 - RECORD #2103 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Nash
Business Name :
Address : 8601 Farrell Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Nash_Michael.pdf (45 kb)





 - RECORD #1069 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Nash
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MANCPA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am opposed to the Purple Line - light rail transit and the

destruction of the Capitol Crescent Trail and the noise (and other
pollution) to the suburban neighborhoods in its path.



 - RECORD #1298 DETAIL
First Name : Navid
Last Name : Nasr
Business Name :
Address : 1212 Myrtle Avenue, Apartment 102
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Navid Nasr. First name Navid, N-A-V-I-D, last name is Nasr.
I have lived in the area in Southeastern Montgomery County for 19 years
between Silver Spring and Takoma Park. Currently I'm a resident of
Takoma Park.

I'm of the opinion that the purple line does have a great deal of
advantages. People have been searching for some sort of way, some
sort of easy east/west communication route between the two counties,
between PG and Montgomery County for a long time now.

The intercounty connector is something that people have had on their
minds for a long time. This I think is a better, greener approach to the
intercounty connector, the light rail purple line.

But I still have a couple of reservations and I'm aware that other people
have raised these reservations. But in talks with people in the
community and just with what I witnessed in Wheaton when the Metro
station was built, there are a couple of closely related, I want to say
objections, but worries that I have, and I know I share them with a lot of
people.

The first is whether the building of the light rail with the building of the
purple line will raise residential property rates to the extent that it will
drive out the people who live in those neighborhoods.

This is a concern that a lot of people, especially in the Takoma/Langley
corridor, which is where I live, have, and I am speaking from experience,
I saw firsthand when the Metro station was built in Wheaton, within a few
years people who had been living in apartments there with rents in the
neighborhood of $700 to $800 all of a sudden their monthly rent was
$1,200, $1,300 and they were priced out of apartments that in terms of, I
mean, nothing about those apartments have changed other than the fact
that now there was a Metro station next to them.

It was, unfortunately, a lot of people were priced out of their homes and
their apartments. The prices of homes also skyrocketed in the area. I
don't want to say artificially, just whenever there is infrastructure
improvements, prices do go up.

But the main concern here is that the fabric of the neighborhood isn't
altered to a great extent, but people who live there right now will still be
able to live there after the development of the purple line.

The other concern I had which is very closely related deals with rents for
businesses. There are a lot of, in the Long Branch area, in the
Takoma/Langley area, there are a lot of mom and pop businesses, a lot
of family owned businesses.

This was another thing that happened. Many of those had to close up
shop basically. So these two concerns, these two intertwined concerns, I
don't want to say, they don't change my opinion about the necessity of
the purple line, but just worries that I have that I share with a lot of other
people that I think people who are in charge of development of the
purple line should just take a look at.

I know they're aware, and I know other people have raised these
concerns. But it is still good to go on the record about this and to let
people know that these are a viable concern that people have and that
they need to be aware of them.

I guess that's it. 1212 Myrtle Avenue, Apartment 102, Takoma Park,
Maryland 20902.



 - RECORD #3310 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Natale
Business Name : 529 Dale Drive Apartments
Address : 213 Albemarle St.
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21202
Email Address : mjnatale@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I own an apartment building on Dale Dr. I have nine one bedroom units.

When I talk to my tenants they are all excited about the prospect of
having a  Purple Line station at Dale and Wayne. They all say they
would use it.If the station is not built there, they would not walk to the
Silver Spring Library station or Manchester Road station. To far they all
say. I just thought I would pass that on because of the debate of having
the station at Dale and Wayne that is going on now. Thank you. M.
Natale.



 - RECORD #2037 DETAIL
First Name : Tobias
Last Name : Nathe
Business Name :
Address : 1326 Perry St., NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20017
Email Address : TJNATHE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail from time to time to go running in a
beautiful environment with friends.  As someone from NE, D.C., there
are not that many places to run in such a safe and attractive
environment.  Please consider preserving its beauty and tranquility.
Thank you.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2253 DETAIL
First Name : Lise
Last Name : Nau
Business Name :
Address : 4319 Clagett Road
City : University Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Nau_Lise.pdf (471 kb)





 - RECORD #1215 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Navarro
Business Name : Montgomery County Board of Education
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Nancy Navarro, N-A-N-C-Y, N-A-V-A- R-R-
O. I am the President of the Montgomery County Board of Education. I
did not come representing the views of the Board of Education, I come
to you as an individual board member and also as a member of the
Latino community.

Before I was elected to the Board of Education in, appointed in 2004 and
elected in 2006, I spent over 10 years working as a community organizer
in this particular area in the Latino community.

I am here to tell you that although you may not see a predominance of
members of the Latino community in this particular audience, I'm here to
try to attempt to reflect on some of the conversations that I have had
over the years and just recently when many members, many working
families, single moms who are heads of households who have to travel
every day through the streets to get to work.

Actually if you just take a moment to reflect and look at the different bus
stops at different times of the day, you will see what the face of the
people who will benefit mostly from this particular proposal would be.

On my way here I happened to see a young Latino mother carrying her
infant child trying to cover that child with a jacket as she tries to rush to
meet the bus. That is the face of many of the people who will be
benefitting from this particular project.

I want to tell you that it's really critically important more than ever as I
reflect on my tenure at the Board of Education that we stop to think of
who we are in Montgomery County today.

If the school buildings are a microcosm of our larger community, I can
tell you that where you are right now, this is the area where you have the
highest concentration of children affected by poverty and therefore their
familiarities of mobility of children who do not speak English.

It is a highly concentrated area. I can tell you the Montgomery County
Public Schools right now is 60 percent minority. I can tell you that we
have over 35,000 students who qualify for free and reduced meal, and
that's an indicator of poverty.

What I'm here to tell you is that we need this particular project. We need
it to move forward. We need the purple line right now. Not only the
Latino community, but also other immigrant communities who have for
so many years benefitted the economic development of this county do
need and have the right to be able to access public transportation that is
conducive not only to better environmental, promotion of their
environmental issues, but also that is accessible, that it's affordable but
is convenient.

In closing, I want to tell you also that in terms of what this means for the
workforce, right now Montgomery County Public Schools has over 5,000
employees who live outside the county. They cannot afford to live in
Montgomery county and they have to commute every single day.

So this is something that would benefit the workforce of the largest
employer of the county as well as students as well as many members of
the community. We are in full support and we hope to be able to see this
come to fruition for the sake of all of our residents. Thank you so much.



 - RECORD #838 DETAIL
First Name : Valerie C.
Last Name : Neal
Business Name :
Address : 2852 Vista Street, NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20018
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line could possibly natural habitats, parks and communities.
Attachments : 20.pdf (898 kb)





 - RECORD #1038 DETAIL
First Name : Roslyn Brandon
Last Name : Needle
Business Name :
Address : 6108 Stonehenge Place
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : RBRANDON@CTSGUIDES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

I am a Trail user. I have been in Montgomery County all my life – a
graduate of New Hampshire Estates Elementary School, Takoma Park
Junior High, and Montgomery Blair (class of ’64)! For the last 10 years I
have been biking down the crescent trail from Rockville. Down to
Georgetown and back. The Capital Crescent Trail is a critical part of my
route. I am never bored or tired of the splendor on this trail!

This is a magnificent trail and I would be heartsick to have a rail system
on this valuable and environmentally important piece of property. Surely
the government can find alternatives to their transportation strategy for
the 21st century.

I live in front of the Montrose Parkway – too much devastation to
green/forest. I see now the same issue with the trail. Destroying a
natural parkland that reflects tranquility and peace for those that enjoy
walking or biking on the trail. What price do you put on this? You can’t.
As public servants, I feel you should carefully consider the worth of this
environment for the average person, the tax payers  – not the builders
and developers that have so influenced land use strategies for
Montgomery County.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Roslyn Brandon Needle
6108 Stonehenge Place
Rockville, MD 20852



 - RECORD #2563 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Neher
Business Name :
Address : 7103 Rhode Island Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : JIMNEHER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

I would like to register my support for the creation of a Purple line train
that connects College Park METRO to Bethesda. I am a frequent user of
the trains and would use the Purple Line. I would certainly prefer that it
be light rail or subway as opposed to bus service. I am not much of a fan
of buses.

Thank you for registering my position.



 - RECORD #755 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Neil
Business Name :
Address : 2008 Gainsboro Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address : w.neil@att.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am the author of a 67 page essay/small book called "A Citizens Guide

to the Missing Green Rail Vision for the MD/Metro DC Region."  It is
available online at ourfuture.org.   Based on 6 months of intensive
research into the failure of our region to build more rail of all types
(heavy (Metro and Commuter), light rail, trolley...I had the chance to both
visit the Purple Line proposals and the history of the national debate
between Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and Light Rail.  I also have read the
fine study of our national infrastructure crisis done by the Urban Land
Institute in 2007.

Based on all this background reading, I believe that the situation facing
us in Montg. and Prince Georges Counties calls for the High Investment
Light Rail option from your Evaluation Table.

This will move the largest number of people in the shortest time and pull
the greatest number out of cars.  I think, based on national Light Rail
Performance, that you will be surprised that the actual riders will exceed
your projections, as they have done in many other places around the
country.

Because our nation faces economic depression and we will have a
national infrastructure bank very shortly, I believe Maryland will have
more, not less federal money for this project as long as we show
determination and our own willingess to fund it.

Let's get it done with Light Rail!



 - RECORD #1438 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Neil
Business Name :
Address : 2008 Gainsboro Rd
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is William Neil, a resident of Twin Brooks

section of Rockville and I live an 8 minute walk from the Red Lines Twin
Brook Station, that's N-E-I-L. Okay. I support the alternative 8, the high
investment light rail option. I am also the author of a long essay called
The Citizen's Guide to the Missing Green Rail Vision for the Metro D.C.
Region and I also write about the financial crisis and that's on a lot of
people's minds tonight who think that we don't, can't afford a serious
light rail line in a region where we really need it.

When I moved to the area three years ago, I deliberately chose to live
near a Metro station and a rail line and not a bus route. Rail supplies
certainty of future use and certainty of future transit time. Buses simply
do not.

I've had the chance, because of my research, to examine the national
debate between light rail and bus rapid transit. In community after
community, citizens have chosen rail over buses. They are not
theoretically mutually exclusive choices.

But when you're talking about a high density and ridership potential that
your states reveal for the light rail options here, light rail is the correct
way to go and citizens have chosen that over bus rapid transit time after
time again and you use the bus rapid transit systems in areas where you
don't have the density of ridership. So, the two systems can work
together but in high density corridors, we want light rail.

I also, today, was at a conference at the Library of Congress and I heard
national congressional leaders and economists, some very famous
people, say we are headed and they will push for a national
infrastructure bank funded and capitalized starting at 100 billion dollars.
Why? Because the nation faces the greater financial crisis we've had
since The Great Depression, we're all Kanesians(?) now, so the worries
over two or three hundred million dollars at the local level are going to
come out at a national level for a very pragmatic reason is that we have
to make up for the lost spending that has fallen off the cliff with the drop
in consumer spending in September and October and we're going to
have to do that over a long period of time.

I would also leave the audience and invite them to research what
happened in the controversy between light rail and bus rapid transit in
Houston, Texas, over the past 10 years, when a certain famous and very
powerful congressional leaders overturned the citizen wishes working
with the local congressman to have the citizens voted for light rail, this
very powerful figure wanted to substitute bus rapid transit and due to
certain circumstances beyond his control, he lost his seat of power and
the citizens got their choice, when they had the choice they went back to
light rail. And by the way, the name of that Congressman was "The
Hammer" Tom Delay.



 - RECORD #2571 DETAIL
First Name : Ninel
Last Name : Nekrasova
Business Name :
Address : 5801 Nicholson Lane #1212
City : North Beach
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : NINEL_NEKRASOVA@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #489 DETAIL
First Name : Curt
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 3722 Bel Pre Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : CURTISNELSON@MAPMODTEAM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliffe,

 I want to briefly go on record in opposition to the Purple Line rail
proposal as a regular bike rider and in snow skier on the trail between
Silver Spring and Bethesda. It would be a tragic loss to put a
commmuter train on that path. My mother lives adjacent to some of that
trail at 8101 Connecticut Avenue and I imagine you are awre of the
opposition from that association.

I live at 3722 Bel Pre Road  # 12
Silver Spring, MD 20906
301-871-6923

Thank yoyu,

Curt Nelson



 - RECORD #1946 DETAIL
First Name : Curt
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 3722 Bel Pre Road, #12
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : CHIP_GIBBA@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a continuous user of the bike and hike and ski trail I am absolutely

opposed to the terrible idea of this rail plan!



 - RECORD #3330 DETAIL
First Name : Curt
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 3722 Bel Pre Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : chip_gibba@yahoo.co
Submission Content/Notes : Shame on anyone who is in favor of this ridiclous plan. Some relatives

here from Nevada marveled at the path and were horrified at the
prospect of ruining this fantastic green space. Maryland Government
should contract a bike rental/ and storage facility at key entry points
along the bike trail and scrap this disruptive, costly train fiasco. RIP
Harry Sanders, but he is no hero for fostering this purple line. It is should
be labeled "Black Eye".



 - RECORD #3382 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 2311 Spencer Rd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : nelson@plst.harvard.edu
Submission Content/Notes : As a local resident I am opposed to the proposed change that moves the

Purple Line maintenance yard from the Ride-On yard to the Lyttonsville
station. This will involve condemning several small businesses on
Brookville road. We need those jobs! I often walk past the Ride-On yard,
and it is not densely used. Also the change will make noise from yard
operations be more objectionable to nearby residents Why has this
change been proposed?



 - RECORD #488 DETAIL
First Name : Gerald
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 1612 Ballard Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : nelson.gerald@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I'd like to express my support for the speedy approval and completion of

the Purple Line, and as a light rail system, not buses. I have a personal
interest in the line, especially the sidewalk that would be developed in
front of my house. It would make my walk to the Silver Spring metro
station shorter. And my wife and I frequently make use of the bike
Georgetown Branch Trail and would love to see it improved.

But I support it because of its improvements to public transport in the
metro area. We cannot continue the current crazy use of automobiles
with ever lengthening commute times. The Purple Line wouldn't solve all
those problems but it would be a good start towards solutions.

Regards,
Jerry Nelson

--
Gerald Nelson
1612 Ballard St.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
217-390-7888 (cell)



 - RECORD #1728 DETAIL
First Name : j
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address : 21266 Hedgerw terrace
City : Ashburn
State : VA
Zip Code : 20146
Email Address : bronxgir20002000@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The system needs all it can to make transportation available and easy

for working class.



 - RECORD #3343 DETAIL
First Name : Nicole
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20607
Email Address : nicolenelson_1@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden:

I am inquring about the Purple Line expansion to southern Prince
George's County particularly the Oxon Hill area. I wanted to know if
there are any preliminary plans to expand in that area, if so are the plans
available online. Thank you



 - RECORD #2025 DETAIL
First Name : Susie
Last Name : Nelson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NELSONSUS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Susie Nelson, and I am a resident of Kensington, Maryland.
I am a regular trail user and often run on the Capital Crescent Trail
between Connecticut Avenue and the Washington, DC, line.  I am
sickened by the fact that there is still talk regarding the fact that a purple
line train could go on the trail.  I am sorry, but the trail and the train can
NOT exist peacefully together.  My opinion is to take the train some
place else or run it under ground.  There is very little green space left in
Montgomery County.  Why destroy what we have?!!  PLEASE!!

Thank you for your time in listening to my opinion.



 - RECORD #2578 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Nemec
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LINDANEMEC@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please don't support any plans to create the Purple Line which will cut

down the trees along the current bike/hike trail and run the trains next to
the bike/hike trail.  Who wants to walk or ride a bike on path now
reserved for a high speed vehicle?  I live in Silver Spring and worked in
Bethesda for seven years.  I often rode my bike from Silver Spring or
walked from Connecticut Avenue (dropped off by my husband) along the
path along with many, many others.  In fact, I introduced my husband,
my son's friends and many other to the path as an alternate to driving,
thus keeping dozens of people of the roads.

This path is such a treasure and so many people use it to exercise, walk
dogs, and to commute (while getting exercise).  We need to keep the
few trails we have in Montgomery County that encourage us to walk and
bike more often.  The existence of the path got me biking again! Too
many green spaces and trees have been lost in Montgomery County
and for the good of the county and the health of its citizens, I am asking
you to protect this path.



 - RECORD #2863 DETAIL
First Name : Diane
Last Name : Nemeth
Business Name :
Address : 8424 Queen Annes Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : DNEMETH@QIS.NET



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
Diane Nemeth, 8424 Queen Annes Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement showing that it is feasible to design a
system with tunneling for this segment so as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is a
quarter of a billion dollars less than the “high-investment” light rail
alternative that MTA has evaluated and only a fraction of the $5.2 billion
cost of the Dulles Silver Line Metro project that the Federal Transit
Administration recently approved for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel
will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this
segment – impacts that testimonies and written comments of others in
the community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even
those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that enhances the
entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby community.  In
addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary station at Wayne and Dale.

My yard backs up to the home located on the east side of Wayne
Avenue and Dale Drive.  A surface route along Wayne will greatly impact
me and my immediate neighbors.  A surface route on Wayne Avenue
will result in widening of nearly two-thirds of the just more than one mile
of Wayne on which the Purple Line will run from Fenton Street to the
other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.  The land for the widening will come
mainly from homeowners’ front yards both within and outside of the right
of way.  This widening, primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled
intersections on Wayne, will increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and
the traffic volume will grow to fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne
with a surface Purple Line on Wayne than without it.  Previously, the
County had approved plans to effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by
replacing a lane with what was to be the Green Trail bike path. The
surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue entrance to
the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle School and
Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted onto Dale



Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line with
traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and the
Wayne Avenue Garage.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.



 - RECORD #2041 DETAIL
First Name : Noam
Last Name : Neusner
Business Name :
Address : 3701 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : NOAM@NEUSNER.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Councilmembers,

I’ve been a resident of the county for 10 years and have used the trail
regularly for nearly all those years – as a commuter, as a recreational
runner and cyclist, and as a place to teach my daughters to ride their
bikes.

I can tell you that the trail is one of the best features of living in
Montgomery County – losing it would diminish the enjoyment I have of
living in this community (which, I gently observe, is heavily taxed, so
trust me, I know I’m paying for the pleasure).

Taking any action that would damage this asset must be viewed very
seriously and cautiously. It is like you are talking about developing a mall
or a highway interchange on a major county park. Once you do it, it will
be very very hard to undo – impossible, really.

So the risk of action is enormous. You must balance that against the risk
of inaction – which mass transit experts say is also large.

I’m not so sure. I’m not a mass transit expert, but mass transit experts
have invested public monies in many projects which have not, as a rule,
worked. A healthy dose of skepticism about their predictions are
certainly in order. Moreover, given the public monies involved, we should
be looking specifically for low-cost, flexible options to expensive, fixed-
costs spending projects. More buses, express buses all seem like better
options – and worth trying as an incremental “shovel-ready” idea instead
of the Purple Line.

Please consider this a strong “no” vote against the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #1408 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Newman
Business Name :
Address : 10500 Rockville Pike (#146)
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. David Newman.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #3125 DETAIL
First Name : Marian
Last Name : Newman
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane, #406
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-6324
Email Address : mnewmandc@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Newman 35552.pdf (169 kb)







 - RECORD #2081 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Newman
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SARAHANEWMAN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not put the purple line through the capital crescent trail or

have a bus depot in front of the movie theater in downtown bethesda.
Bethesda is an amazing community which offers families the ability to
bike and walk in safe, beautiful surroundings. Putting a metro line
through this area, along with many dirty buses is a terrible idea and will
ruin the fantastic community.

Please redirect the line to NIH which has 150,00 employees who NEED
a metro stop.



 - RECORD #899 DETAIL
First Name : sharon
Last Name : newman
Business Name :
Address : 10032 renfrew rd
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : sharon.newman2@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr Madden,

I support the light rail option for the proposed Purple Line. I would like to
use light rail from Bethesda through to New Carrollton. I just don't
believe that the bus option will improve transportation.
I have taken the on-street buses to Bethesda from Silver Spring and the
trip can take an hour - way too long for the distance. I have taken buses
and Metro to catch the BWI Express Bus to and from the airport. Both
ways make the trip long. I also use the bike trail to Bethesda and would
be happy to share the road with light rail.
There are students in my Silver Spring neighborhood commuting to U. of
MD. I also attend events at the school and I would prefer not to drive
there.



 - RECORD #2882 DETAIL
First Name : Kellie
Last Name : Newton
Business Name :
Address : 7907 Lynbrook Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KNEWTON@MCKENNALONG.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing again to voice my opposition to putting the Purple Line on

the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  I am
urging the Governor, state and county representatives to use good
judgment as to the use of our tax dollars and to not be swayed by those
who have devoted their careers to trying to be the first to bring light
rail to the area, notwithstanding the fact that the cost doesn't now,
and never will, justify the ridership and the irreversible damage that
will occur to the green space in the County.
Light rail will not bring sufficient riders across the counties to
justify ruining the only green space in lower Montgomery County.
Ridership  statistics do not justify spending $1+ billion for light
rail.  Buses on the trail won't bring sufficient riders to justify any
significant spending.  A permanent resolution that will bring many more
people across county is required for long-term usefulness.  The only
viable solution is a connection of the Metro redline underground.
In the times that we live in, the government should be encouraging
people to get outside and exercise.  The Capital Crescent Trail is an
oasis free from traffic.  It is used by thousands of people, not only in
the neighborhood surrounding the trail, but by many, many other people
in the greater D.C. area.  I use the trail regularly, not only to
exercise, but to walk to the grocery store, movies, etc. on weekends.
The Trail is also used by parents with their children, bird watchers,
kids walking to school and back, and daily commuters.
If the Purple Line is built as those who have devoted their careers to
the cause and the developer of Chevy Chase Lakes would like it to, all
of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently
removed,
and trains or buses would pass about 10' from hikers and bikers every
three minutes. That isn't safe.  That isn't warranted.
I urge our elected officials to spend our hard earned money wisely.  I
am tired of the people who claim that those of us who want to preserve
the trail in its current form are those of the "not in my back yard"
club.  Well, I work hard and pay a lot of money to the state and county
in the form of tax dollars.  I deserve to have something in my
neighborhood other than concrete and pavement.  Please do not pave
over
paradise.  It's wrong, especially for what the citizens of the state and
counties will be getting in return.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #764 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Thank-you,
Chi Nguyen



 - RECORD #2399 DETAIL
First Name : Cindy
Last Name : Nickerson
Business Name :
Address : 7512 Holiday Terrace
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : CJNICKERS@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : January 7, 2009

Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

Please preserve the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring for RECREATIONAL USE ONLY!  This trail is key to maintaining
the ‘livability’ of this area, and provides a unique resource that
encourages many people to exercise outdoors.  My family – my 8 and 5
year old daughters, my husband and me – often bike along this trail,
which we can access by riding our bikes from home.  If light rail or bus
use is constructed along the trail, who would choose to use it for
recreation, particularly if they exercise with children?  Transit passing
within such lose proximity would certainly be scary for children, not to
mention adults.

We are not alone in our use and enjoyment of the trail.  Every week,
more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and
abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird
watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and
from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development occurring around us.

I respectfully request that you reconsider other alternatives.  In
particular, please consider encouraging the State to conduct an
Environmental Impact Study of the Metro Purple Line Loop plan and/or
an underground Metro, in light of the fact that (1) the Loop or
underground Metro plan may better address BRAC and NIH growth and
provide superior long term transportation solutions for the County; (2)
the State’s current fiscal situation means there are no funds available at
this time for constructing the Purple Line, allowing time to study these
options, and (3) there is strong  community opposition to the proposed
Inner Purple Line (IPL) alternative, that would construct a light rail along
the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2916 DETAIL
First Name : Louisa
Last Name : Nickerson
Business Name :
Address : 4808 Moorland Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LTNDC@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Please build and operate the Purple Line as light rail, not bus rapid

transit.  We need a form of transportation that will significantly
lessen the travel time between Bethesda, College Park, and points in
between.  Based on the travel time estimates provided last year, only
light rail can accomplish this; BRT will make only a marginal
difference.  Light rail is also more eco-friendly and more passenger-
friendly.  It's much easier to read on a train than on a bus, and
getting on is safer because, unlike a bus, a train doesn't send
passengers flying when it pulls away from a stop.

Thank you for considering my comment.



 - RECORD #1945 DETAIL
First Name : Giovanni
Last Name : Nicolacci
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GIOVANNI@DEFENSETRADINGCORP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Don't mess up with our town!

Don't destroy our town. do not make
put the train next to the trail.



 - RECORD #98 DETAIL
First Name : Theresa
Last Name : Nielson
Business Name :
Address : 2913 Woodstock Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : theresa.nielson@longandfoster.com
Submission Content/Notes : in support of the purple line.  what can i do to help?



 - RECORD #1016 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a student of Montgomery County Public Schools I support the Purple
Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation
more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school,
work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also, this
proposition will be good for the environment because it will help lessen
the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads, preserving our
planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Christine Nieva



 - RECORD #1115 DETAIL
First Name : Dennis
Last Name : Nieves
Business Name :
Address : 14K Ridge RD
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : dennisnievesmd@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : it is a very smart thing to link MD and the DC area as I commute back

and forth between them each day I work.  It would be a mistake not to
build the purple line!!



 - RECORD #3088 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Nolasco
Business Name :
Address : 11014 Burnley Ter
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : William@fwofmaryland.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Nolasco 35378.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #2624 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Norton
Business Name :
Address : 7506 Tarrytown Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20185
Email Address : SCOTTANORTON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley and others with an interest in the Purple Line,

Every member of my family uses the Capital Crescent Trail perhaps 5
times a week. We use it to jog for exercise, walk our dog, take mental
breaks from work & study, run errands into Bethesda. We use it on foot
and on bicycle. When visitors come from out of town, we always take
them for walks along the Trail and proudly show them the green space
amidst a major metropolis.

The CCT is peaceful, green, and quiet now. If the Purple Line replaces
it, all those wonderful attributes will be lost forever.

I work at both NNMC & NIH and am fully aware of the imminent changes
that will accompany the BRAC. It makes much more sense to develop a
Purple Line that goes to the Medical Center (either by rail or by bus)
than to go via the CCT.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1926 DETAIL
First Name : John and Elizabeth
Last Name : Norvell
Business Name :
Address : 11525 Springridge Road
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : NORVELLJ@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1172 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Norwood
Business Name :
Address : 6B Parkway
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Bill Norwood, that' B-I-L-L, N-O-R-W-O-O-D.

I have private testimony on the purple line, especially as applied to its
coming across or near the University of Maryland campus.

I have heard a couple of testimonies today already about the negative
effects on research due to magnetic fields created by the vehicles and
also due to vibration created by the vehicles.

What I still need to hear is the experience of other universities who have
already had this trouble with existing transportation systems. So far I'm
only hearing a fear of problems.

The other thing I want to talk about is looking forward to more effective
technology. These days we know about vibration. As far as I know,
experiments should be placed in areas where vibrations aren't
(inaudible) as far as I know, magnetic shielding does exist.

People that know more than I would know whether the challenges would
be too great to introduce these technologies to protect the research. So
you'd have full benefit of the mass transit system across or very near the
campus.

It's a very important problem to cut down on private automobile use and
to facilities the (inaudible) public transit system. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2118 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Novicio
Business Name :
Address : 8413 Cunningham Drive
City : Berwyn Heights
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : Mark.Novicio@usdoj.gov
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern,

I support the idea of the Purple line.  It will save people time from
commuting from College Park over to Rockville or Gaithersburg.  With
time saved, money will be saved also.  More jobs will be created with
this kind of project.



 - RECORD #3154 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Novicio
Business Name :
Address : 8413 Cunningham Drive
City : Berwyn Heights
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : mark.novicic@usdoj.gov
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Novicio 35655.pdf (110 kb)







 - RECORD #2829 DETAIL
First Name : Janet
Last Name : Novotny-Dura
Business Name :
Address : 3227 Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : NOVOTNYDURA@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to express my opposition to the Purple Line Mass Transit
Plan. The Purple Line plan would have a major negative impact on the
surrounding area yet have minimal positive impact on local
transportation.

The Capital Crescent Trail is very heavily used.  Every week, more than
10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities --
use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The
Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from
all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #641 DETAIL
First Name : Elisabeth Higgins
Last Name : Null
Business Name :
Address : 706 Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ENUL@STARPOWER.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Hi:

I live at 706 Bonifant Street and support the purple line, though I
would like to see it underground along Wayne Avenue. As a
handicapped
but ambulatory person who walks with a crutch, I do feel i can speak
for a lot of the frail elderly, parents carrying kids. etc. when I
urge you to place benches at the stops and to make sure those stops
are accessible by sidewalks. I cannot use the metro because the
distance from parking lot to trains have no benches and there are no
benches near the ticketing stations, which makes it hard for me to
get my pass or money out. I am not sure I can make it to the light
rail either as Bonifant has few sidewalks and neither to the side
streets to Wayne. This may be becuase of the beautiful shade trees no
one wants to remove, and i can see their point. Even access on the
sidewalks we have is rough and difficult, making a wheelchair ride
impossible unless one travels down the street. So my wishlist is for:

1) benches wherever possible and practical including along Wayne and
ancillary side streets
2)sidewalks renovated or added to where appropriate
3) better street lighting (ours flickers on and off a lot) in
contributing side streets as well as on Wayne (energy efficient
variety?)
4) lots of speed control on Bonifant and on side streets to stop
traffic acceleration and to make it possible for youngsters, frail
elderly, wheelchairs, and ambulatory handicapped to use the purple line.
5)If traffic is already heavy at the turn between Bonifant and
Fenton, please try to solve that problem.
6)An inset at the purple line stops so that people can be dropped off
there, including those who have to take out their crutches and
wheelchairs and walkers and don't wish to hold up traffic.
7)Additional parking off Bonifant so that the stores on that street
won't be harmed by the increased flow of vehicular traffic detouring
off Wayne. They removed all street handicapped parking spaces, so I
can no longer use these stores, much as i love them. It would be nice
to use the street for handicapped cars and loading vehicles while
funneling the other parked vehicles to an expanded lot-- particularly
the one next to the health store near Fenton which is already full
but could become a two-story lot.

I have lived here since 1995, long enough to see the changes. Many of
these I applaud, but i do know that the Bonifant traffic between
Georgia and Bonifant is already heavy but could become unbearable
without additional parking facilities.

Elisabeth Higgins Null
706 Bonifant Street
Silver Spring, MD. 20910
enul@starpower.net
301 587-2286



 - RECORD #166 DETAIL
First Name : Albert
Last Name : Nunez
Business Name :
Address : 803 Thayer Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : solarnrgman@juno.com
Submission Content/Notes : Council Member - Montgomery County Council George Leventhal

 100 Maryland Avenue
 Rockville, MD 20850-2322

 Dear Council Member - Montgomery County Council Leventhal,

 I enthusiastically support the Inner Purple Line and add my name
 to this petition. I support this vision of an Inner Purple Line:

 1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its
 own right of way;

 2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring,
 College Park and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in
 Chevy Chase, Long Branch, Langley Park, the University of
 Maryland (on campus), Riverdale Park and other communities along
 the transit corridor;

 3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail
 alongside the transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad
 right of way between Bethesda and Silver Spring and important
 pedestrian safety upgrades elsewhere along the project corridor;

 4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that
 mitigates negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without
 impeding the speedy implementation of this project.

 Sent by:
 Albert Nunez, CEM
 803 Thayer Ave
 Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #975 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth
Last Name : Nybro
Business Name :
Address : 36 Kinsman View Circle
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : RUTHNYBRO@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I'm writing to express my strong support for LIGHT RAIL as proposed

with the PURPLE LINE running between Bethesda and New Carrolton.

--
Ruth Nybro
36 Kinsman View Circle
Silver Spring, MD 20901
301-755-5817



 - RECORD #2262 DETAIL
First Name : Kathleen
Last Name : Oberg
Business Name :
Address : 5707 Durbin Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : LEENY.OBERG@MARRIOTT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

As a resident of Montgomery County for the last 15 years and hopefully
many more years in the future, I would like to express my personal
concern over the possible building of the Purple Line.  Our county has
many needs and I believe the cost/benefit analysis does not support the
construction of the Purple Line.  The costs are extremely high and the
benefits are not nearly commensurate in my view.  Also, I believe there
are alternative solutions that cost far far less for not that much less of a
benefit to the general population of Montgomery County.

Additionally, the green space provided currently by the Capital Crescent
trail is invaluable – not only for providing a safe place for my children to
bike and for me to run, but in its tranquility and animal life.  To think that
a railcar going next to the trail will be a similarly safe environment for the
thousands who frequent the Trail is frankly preposterous.

I appreciate your consideration of my view.



 - RECORD #2768 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : O'Brien
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JIMOBRIEN@MRIS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : write in opposition to the Purple Line.

               The government wants to spend a billion dollars transporting
blue collar workers into Bethesda.

Who hires blue collar workers in Bethesda anymore?

The town once had light industry. Auto dealers and repair shops, the old
Maloney Concrete plant, Bethesda Armature, a welding shop, small
engine repair shops, truck mechanics, plumbers, etc… The old railroad
ran right through this part of town.

Then, in the 70’s,  county planners thought that a certain sprucing up
would do the town well. So they forced the blue collar businesses out
and designed what we now have. Medical, legal, financial, real estate,
government consulting and contracting, software development,
telecommunications. This is Bethesda.

Who hires blue collar workers in Bethesda anymore?



 - RECORD #1732 DETAIL
First Name : Kate
Last Name : Obrien
Business Name :
Address : 4424 Stanford Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KLOBRIEN@JHSPH.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to you as a Montgomery County resident.  I am strongly
opposed to placing the Purple Line route in the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesday and Silver Spring.  I use the trail every day to walk
to work, to the gym and to do my shopping.  On the weekends my family
and I use the trail for hiking and biking.  In this era, we must do all that is
possible to protect the precious green spaces and outdoor opportunities
in our cities. I am all for public transportation, and for walking, biking or
running.  I am all for a Purple Line but NOT one that takes away
precious trails.  It is our obligation to act responsibly for the future of our
families and communities.  Putting a light rail on the trail is NOT a
responsible decision. It is penny-wise and pound foolish.  If placed on
the trail, we will never get back this space.  The trail is too narrow to
meaningfully share the space between a light rail and the trail uses.  It
also is foolish to put the Purple Line in a routing that does not directly
link up with the Medical Center up on Rockville Pike.  This just makes no
sense to link Silver Spring to downtown Bethesda and in doing so ruin a
treasure to the community of both Bethesda and Silver Spring.

We must move forward with increased public transportation, but let us
do so with the long-term are the forefront of our planning.  Using the
Capital Crescent trail for the Purple Line is not putting the long-term.
There are alternatives which make much more short-term and long-term
sense. These include a Purple Line that goes from Silver Spring to the
Medical Center, or a bus route, or a metro link that goes underground
not above ground.  I STRONGLY urge you to become fully aware of the
opposition that is felt strongly within our communities both locally and in
the wider community to putting a light rail on the trail.  People are fed up
with business interests hijacking their lives.  This, in my view, is another
example where businesses (those who would profit handsomely on the
Connecticut corridor like the Chevy Chase Land Corp) are lobbying and
promoting heavily the light rail option.  The citizens, the residents of this
area do not want this.  This is a time when we are all feeling pummeled
by the hubris and single-minded greed of business interests.  You are all
well aware that in this economic disaster of 2008 we have had little to no
voice, and have been so powerless to direct economic decisions that
nevertheless affect us profoundly.  We, the long term community
members are the ones who suffer the consequences of business
motivations which are driven solely by financial profits.  Let us please
broaden our understanding of “benefit” and factor in those benefits that
we all need more of----time with our families to walk, to ride, to play, and
places to do that.  In a time of health crisis where over 40% of adults are
obese, and an epidemic of obesity is affecting our children, why, why,
why, would we want to impair, reduce or destroy a highly used, highly
accessible, highly valued outdoor, public space that is used by
thousands of people daily and weekly for exercise.  This is what makes
our communities, not a light rail bisecting the trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,



ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1881 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : O'Brien
Business Name : The MayaTech Corporation
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LOBRIEN@MAYATECH.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello, I live in Takoma Park and walk to work in Silver Spring; however,

my company is suffering in the downturn and I may need to find another
job.  Bethesda holds opportunity for me, but I hate the idea of adding
one more car to the roads.  The long metro commute from Takoma to
Bethesda is not practical, and the bus connections and traffic slow
downs do not offer a good alternative.  The Purple Line is the perfect
solution.  Plus, I would love to have easy access to all the other stops . .
. especially College Park and Riverdale.

Please approve the Purple Line!



 - RECORD #564 DETAIL
First Name : Paula
Last Name : O'Brien
Business Name :
Address : 5707 Gloster Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : PAULAOBRIEN@MAC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
County Executive Isiah Leggett, Chairman Royce Hanson, Council
President Mike Knapp,

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. We can put
transit in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,
tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

My family and I enjoy walking and biking along the trail and enjoy
the peace and quiet afforded by communing in nature with fellow
pedestrians and bikers. My young children enjoy being able to
be free outside without the dangers we face in our sidewalk-less
Wood Acres neighborhood dodging cars. Please don't recreate
that situation on the trail.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane, about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes, will not provide a
tranquil "Trail" experience. It would be tragic to destroy this
wonderful amenity that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who
uses it, and to all of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the
transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process". But the DEIS has been neither objective, fair, nor
complete. The adverse environmental and community impacts are
severely
understated in the DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail. For example:

1. History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light
rail called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so
narrow. While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a
former transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train
that previously ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at
about 15 mph, on a single track, and was screened by forest on both
sides. With the Purple Line, this single track (which is now a trail)
will be replaced by two tracks and a trail, with no trees, and with
trains passing every three minutes.

2. Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the
Trail has been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006,
and this number has been growing steadily. Trail users are of all
ages, races, nationalities, and abilities. This heavy trail use is
especially significant in light of the fact that the Trail is crushed
stone, not paved like the Trail to Georgetown, and bikers with narrow
tires cannot use it without significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density. The population of the Bethesda CBD
will double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and
recreational trails. The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and



dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3. Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced. The DEIS is
inexplicably negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the
impact of the loss of these trees to the environment, to trail users,
and to the communities surrounding the Trail. According to American
Forests, at least 17 acres of tree canopy will be destroyed. These
17 acres of mature trees are some of the last remaining forest in
lower Montgomery County and they are important for sediment control,
clean water, clean air, carbon sequestration, shading the Trail, and
providing a buffer for communities.

4. Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail
are seriously misleading. There can be no tree canopy near the
tracks, and to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide
canopy is not supported in fact. To the contrary, on both sides of
the right-of-way, neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing
because their homes are very close to the rail and the Trail. Hence,
trail users will be confined inside a solid fenced in corridor with
trains passing by in both directions every three minutes. Fencing
will also be necessary along the inside border of the Trail to keep
trail users from accidently falling onto the tracks or from crossing
intentionally. Most of the right of way will require major retaining
walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to rise
steeply or fall of precipitously.

5. Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two
directions, passing each other in both directions. To be fenced into
a narrow bike lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be
harrowing at best.

6. Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided
by a transitway. These neighborhoods share the same middle school
and
high school. Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to get to
Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, and the
Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes. A
transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7. Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities. Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8. Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in
dangerous ways, jumping fences, etc. Young people will try to climb



fences, for example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East
Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West Highway, and the Leland Center in
the Town of Chevy Chase. Currently, there are many gates, and youth
come through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston
and in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train
in Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9. Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments
along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway. The DEIS should state how many
of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc. from where
light rail trains would pass; It is simply inexcusable to have no
analysis of the impact on the property values of the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the
Capital Crescent Trail. Given the bias that is readily evident in the
study, it causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the
study which are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership,
time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch right of way be finally eliminated as a route
for the Purple Line. Loss of this significant, irreplaceable
greenspace is unacceptable. Choosing this route will meet with
substantial and growing opposition from Trail users and communities
far and wide, and this dissent will hurt any chances for FTA funding.
I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of
the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time
did not know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would
become. Nor did they need to find transit solutions to BRAC. It is
time to take a new, fresh and unbiased look at where transit should
best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Paula O'Brien
5707 Gloster Road
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #3124 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Obrine
Business Name :
Address : 7408 Maple Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : lisa@groovequestproject.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Obrine 35550.pdf (111 kb)







 - RECORD #307 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Obrinsky
Business Name :
Address : 4517 West Virginia Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : omarksky@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I just want to add my voice to the many others in support of a light rail

Purple Line. We badly need better public transit around the inner
suburbs of the District. Bus service, while helpful, does not fill the bill --
existing traffic congestion (especially at peak hours, though at other
times as well) makes bus transportation both too slow and quite
unreliable. A light rail system would not only meet the needs of mass
transit riders, it also has the potential to reduce traffic congestion.



 - RECORD #2356 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : O'Bryon Haas
Business Name :
Address : 6916 33rd St., NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : MEGANOB4@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Crescent Trail is an integral part of my familiy's daily life.  I walk the
trail all the time from Jones Mill Rd. entrace all the way into Bethesda.
We stop at the park, run errands in Bethesda and are very grateful for
the extremely natural surroundings as we go.  There is nothing better
than enjoying our exercise and togetherness on a safe trail where traffic
is nonexistant and fumes from passing cars are not impairing our intake
of fresh air.  This trail is flat enough that my son can ride his bike along it
without getting too tired (he is 3) and I can ride a bike pulling a small cart
for the littler kids in the back (if you have ever tried this you know how
exhausting it is and how important it is to have a flat trail to ride on).  A
flat trail, away from traffic and one that connects the neighborhoods to
Bethesda and other commercial areas is so rare.  As wonderful as the
other bike trails in the area are, they do not have these qualities
essential to families with young (or any) children.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1562 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy
Last Name : O'Connell
Business Name :
Address : 10109 Kensington Parkway
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : tim.oconnell@hok.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #1049 DETAIL
First Name : Austin
Last Name : O'Connor
Business Name :
Address : 4612 Fairfield Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : AUSTIN.OCONNOR@FCC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

The Town of Chevy Chase’s high-speed Diesel Bus-Way Option is the
Wrong Choice to solve our traffic and congestion problems.  It will make
Jones Bridge Road a nightmare for East Bethesda residents.

Jones Bridge Road is now inundated with construction trucks going to
the Bethesda National Medical Center under BRAC mandate, as well as,
with every day commuters.  Trucks use the neighbourhood streets,
Glenbrook, Brandt Place, Fairfield, Windsor, and Lynbrook, as a Turn-
About or traffic circle.

There will be over one million new patients plus near 3000 new staff or
more at the National Naval Medical Center in a couple of years.

Our East Bethesda neighborhood will be impossible to get in and out of.
The noise and pollution will increase. It won’t be family friendly.

The Crescent Trail/Old Georgetown Branch is a resource of the
taxpayers of the County and should be used for a commuter rail to
relieve congestion.

The trail and the trains can co-exist if designed properly and efficiently.

Jones Bridge Road can’t tolerate any more congestion. It is backed up
for ¼ mile now during rush hours at both ends, the Wisconsin Ave. (355)
end and the Connecticut Ave. end.

Please, Please, we need a commonsense solution to our traffic
problems, lets improve our situation not make it worse.

Austin O'Connor,
4612 Fairfield Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-718-7248



 - RECORD #304 DETAIL
First Name : earle
Last Name : o'donnell
Business Name :
Address : 6108 neilwood drive
City : rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : as a Montgomery County resident who takes the metro each day

downtown I believe in public transit and support the medium or high
investment light rail option



 - RECORD #3182 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : O'Donnell
Business Name : WANADA
Address : 5301 Wisconsin Ave., NW, Suite 210
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : jod@wanada.org
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : O'Donnell 35817.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #1373 DETAIL
First Name : Kehinde O.
Last Name : Ogundimu
Business Name :
Address : 20422 Apple Harvest Circle Apt. L
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20876
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This will save the

environment and improve productivity b/cos people will spend less time
commuting.

Attachments : Comment Cards. Jennifer Malatesta.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #3045 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : O'Hanlon
Business Name :
Address : 8005 Newdale Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-4623
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : O'Hanlon 35261.pdf (100 kb)







 - RECORD #2899 DETAIL
First Name : Andy
Last Name : O'Hare
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : OHAREFAMILY1@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Sir/Madam:

Attached please find comments on the AA/DEIS for the Purple Line.

Please call with any questions.  I may be reached at (301) 718-1925.

Regards,
Andy O'Hare

Attachments : OHare_Andy.pdf (45 kb)



8002 Kentbury Drive 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

January 14, 2008 

Diane Ratcliff 
MTA Director of Planning 
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

RE: Purple Line Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Analysis 
(AA/DEIS)

Ms. Ratcliff,

 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the AA/DEIS.  I reside in East 
Bethesda, a community sandwiched between the two potential Purple Line right-of-
ways.  I am a past member of the Board of the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail, a 
prior President of the East Bethesda Citizens Association, a member of the Montgomery 
County Park and Planning’s Master Plan Advisory Group (MPAG) for the Purple Line, 
and a member of Columbia Country Club.  Needless to say, I am well aware of the 
multitude of perspectives, both pro and con, on the Purple line proposal. 

I have resided in East Bethesda since 1991 and, as an avid runner, have spent 
many a satisfying hour enjoying the peace and tranquility of the stretch of the Capital 
Crescent Trail that traverses from Elm Street Park to Rock Creek Park and beyond.  It 
would truly be a travesty to lose forever this irreplaceable green-space, so rare inside 
the Beltway and especially in a densely populated community like Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase. 

While I am very concerned about the trail, I am also a strong proponent and avid 
user of mass transit.  I work on Capitol Hill and commute to my office via the Red Line.  
Indeed, the proximity of my community to the Metro was one of the big selling points.
Consequently, I am sensitive to the needs and potential benefits of an east-west transit 
connection between Prince Georges and Montgomery Counties.  This connection 
should not be made, however, at the expense of the urban park-Capital Crescent Trail.   

I am mindful of the previous deliberations contained in the Master Plan covering 
this part of Montgomery County and am aware of the sentiments expressed by some, 
particularly, developers from the Chevy Chase Land Company, that the only reason 
Montgomery County purchased the right-of-way was to use it for transit.  To this I say 
simply, plans and needs can change and should reflect current realities, anticipate 
future needs, and preserve that which should be preserved for posterity.  Indeed, the 
original plans for transit along the trail envisioned a single tracked trolley, not a double 
tracked mass transit system. Similarly, the Master Plan did not envision any significant 
changes to operations of the National Institutes of Health or the National Navy Medial 
Center.  Both facilities will soon experience large increases in employment and 
patient/employee visits.   
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I fully endorse the testimony delivered by David Saltzman of the East Bethesda 
Citizens Association at one of the public hearings held on the AA/DEIS this fall (copy 
attached).  Mr. Saltzman outlined the long held opposition of the EBCA to use the 
Capital Crescent Trail (Georgetown Branch right-of-way) for transit.  He also noted 
EBCA’s concern regarding the limitations on the proposed trail design and the lack of 
any dedicated funding for constructing a trail, should transit be placed on the trail.  

Notwithstanding the perspectives outlined above, I realize that there is a chance 
that transit may be placed on the trail and there are several considerations and 
preferred approaches which would be desired by me as a resident of East Bethesda 
and the East Bethesda community at large.  Many of these perspectives have been 
previously conveyed to MTA in previous comments and at MTA workshops.  They 
include the following: 

� Location of the Trail:  The trail should run along the north side of the right-of-way, as 
proposed by the MTA in the AA/DEIS. 

� Trail Access from East Bethesda: Two access points to the trail should be 
constructed along the right-of-way in East Bethesda as proposed by MTA, including 
the present access points at Kentbury Way and Kentbury Drive and at Sleaford 
Road and Kentbury Drive. 

� Width of the Trail: The trail should be a paved surface that is at least 12 feet wide. 
� Placement/Displacement of the Transit Right-of-way: The preferred approach would 

be to place the transit line in a deep trench along the south side of the right-of-way 
that could then be covered. If the cut and cover option is not possible, the transit 
should run along the south side of the right-of-way and be offset from the elevation 
of the trail by as much distance as possible, preferably more than 8-10 feet below 
the trail, as a means of mitigating any potential noise and to limit access as a safety 
precaution.  Under this alternative, the transit surface should be grass to muffle the 
transit noise.  Overhead catenary wires should be avoided for either approach.  The 
electricity should be drawn from underground sources if at all possible.

Thank you again for the opportunity to share my perspectives on the Purple Line 
AA/DEIS.  I may be reached at (301) 718-1925 or oharefamily1@verizon.net to address 
any questions regarding my comments on the Purple Line AA/DEIS. 

       Sincerely,  

        
                                                     

       Andrew T. O’Hare 



�

�

Statement of the East Bethesda Citizens 
Association (EBCA)

Concerning the Purple Line AA/DEIS

David Saltzman, Vice President, EBCA 
Member of Montgomery County Purple Line Advisory Group 

November 18, 2008

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to express the perspectives of the East 

Bethesda Citizens Association (EBCA) on the suggested Purple Line alternatives.  

EBCA is one of the oldest and largest citizens associations in Montgomery County. 

Established in the 1930's we represent over 1,200 households and approximately 5,000 

residents.

Our community is sandwiched between the two potential transit alignments:  the Master 

Plan alignment on the Georgetown Branch Trail forms our eastern boundary, while the 

Jones Bridge Road alignment forms our northern boundary.  Consequently, the
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association is very concerned with potential Purple Line designs and how the MTA has 

assessed the significant potential environmental impact on our neighborhood.

We believe that the MTA has failed to accurately assess the impact on our community.  

The EBCA has long opposed any transit plan that degrades the utility of the 

Georgetown Branch Trail, which is enjoyed by our residents as an urban green space 

and nature corridor, as a linear park upon which many of our children first learned to 

ride a bicycle, as a quiet jogging path, and as a commuter route for cyclists and walkers.  

In many respects, the trail is East Bethesda’s public commons. 

The specific LRT and BRT proposals in the DEIS along the Master Plan alignment 

would not merely degrade the trail; they would obliterate it.  The proposed replacement 

trail is ill defined, under-designed, and most importantly, not funded.  Thus, we cannot 

yet endorse it as a worthy substitute.

The most shocking omission in the DEIS is the lack of dedicated funding for the trail, 

which MTA assumes would come from Montgomery County.  We now ask the county, 

where is the money?  Will it be enough to build a proper trail?  Will it be enough  
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maintain it, to light it, to landscape it, to build a few park benches along it?  Or, 

especially in these times of tightening budgets and rising taxes, will the county abandon 

the trail idea altogether once the trees have been cut and the transit system is built?     

Therefore, unless and until dedicated funds of sufficient magnitude are procured for the 

construction and long-term maintenance of a proper trail, EBCA will continue to oppose 

mass transit along the Master Plan alignment. 

Regarding the proposed trail’s design, the DEIS refers to a county standard 10-foot 

wide trail.  Yet this is the same design of the current Capital Crescent Trail, which is 

plagued by problems associated with overuse – crowding, accidents and confrontations.

EBCA therefore recommends the construction of a 16’ wide trail that would 

accommodate separate bike lanes, which has been done in at least 5 other states.

The DEIS says also that the tree and vegetation cover along the new trail would be 

provided by adjacent property owners.  This is wishful thinking.  One adjacent 

homeowner may plant tall trees along the back of his property, while another may pave 

the back of his lot and store rusting cars there. 
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Finally, we believe that the MTA dismisses the many impacts our neighborhood would 

suffer during construction, which includes our loss of the trail’s use for 4-6 years. 

Therefore, at this time, we remain firmly in opposition to mass transit along the Master 

Plan alignment. 

�



 - RECORD #2395 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas F.
Last Name : O'Herron
Business Name :
Address : 1427 Crestridge Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TOMO1427@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : This is to register my strong support for the Purple Line light rail

transportation link.  Southern Mongomery and central Prince George's
Counties need a rapid, efficient, environmentally friendly east-west link,
and the LIGHT RAIL version of the Purple Line seems to me to be the
best possible choice.

    Continued investment in PRIVATE transportation -- roads for cars --
won't reduce congestion, pollution, or dependence on fossil fuels;
investment in a sensible PUBLIC system like the Purple Line will.



 - RECORD #228 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : O'Herron
Business Name :
Address : 1427 Crestridge Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : tomoherron@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the Purple Line light rail proposal.  I travel often from

Silver Spring to Kensington, Bethesda, and White Flint by car; I'd use
light rail if it existed.



 - RECORD #385 DETAIL
First Name : Franziska
Last Name : Ohnsorge
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Oakridge Lane
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FOHNSORGE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Ratcliff,

I go running along the Capital Crescent Trail every weekend. I am aware
of the recommendations of the DEIS.

The claims that the trail will be maintained next to a rail or bus line are
pure hypocrisy. May I suggest that you ask yourself honestly: Would you
really be going for strolls, walks, or runs next to a train track, with trains
whizzing past you every few minutes?! Would you even dream of taking
your children along such a path?! No!

A train or bus on the Capital Crescent Trail means the end of the trail.

Which raises the next question: destroying a popular trail and replacing it
with a little-used transit route--is that a good use of money? Where a
new metro line would be really needed is along the beltway where it
could ease rush hour traffic. Such a route would be a blessing to many
more people than the currently proposed purple line route. This
alternative option was not even considered, likely because the
administering bureaucrats considered it too expensive to even begin to
consider it. Hence, the political system, which can be influenced by
voters, never even got an opportunity to decide on more beneficial
alternatives.

I realize Mr. Obama is promising a bonanza of investment spending.
But, surely, even this easy money should be invested wisely.

I urge you to save our trail!

Best regards,

Franziska Ohnsorge
4213 Oakridge Lane



 - RECORD #1080 DETAIL
First Name : Franziska
Last Name : Ohnsorge
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : FOHNSORGE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I go running on the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring every weekend. I regularly take the children for a walk there. The
trail is green, well removed from any cars, and safe. I am obviously not
the only one enjoying it because the trail is always busy.

This will be all gone if the train is built. There will be no question of
taking the children on the trail with trains whizzing past. I will, of course,
also no longer go running on the trail in such close proximity to trains.

I understand that every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers use
the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. Killing
off the trail, which is the inevitable result of putting a train on it, is
destroying a great resource of Bethesda.

Without the Trail, Bethesda will be just another suburb--a concrete
desert. Please preserve the Capital Crescent Trail in its current form as
the "lung of Bethesda"!

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Franziska Ohnsorge
4213 Oakridge Lane
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2056 DETAIL
First Name : Franziska
Last Name : Ohnsorge
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : FOHNSORGE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

Every weekend I use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring. I go for a run and I take our two children for a walk. It is
the only green space in easy walking distance and it is safe because of
the large number of other hikers and bikers. There is no question that a
train on the Trail would be the death of the Trail. I wouldn't dream of
taking the children along a trail that has trains whizzing past every ten
minutes. As for a weekend run, any residential area would be more
attractive than such a trail.

Please Save the Trail! With Bethesda becoming more and more
developed, it is the only remaining green and tranquil space.
Notwithstanding claims by the train's supporters, a train on this trail
would destroy this valuable public resource.

A train on the Trail would not even satisfy the public transit needs that
clearly exist. Greater public transit needs exist around the expanding
NIH and the Beltway than in the immediate vicinity of Bethesda. Urgent
maintenance repairs of the Metro system should also take precendence
over any new projects.

Thank you for your consideration!



 - RECORD #2727 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel & Agnes
Last Name : O'Laughlin
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DANAGNES1@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Dear Sir/Madam,

I write to add my family's name to those who thoroughly enjoy the
Capital Crescent Trail and will be most sad to see it destroyed.  We have
an opportunity to preserve something great for use by our children and
their children.  Let's do it!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1870 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : OLeary
Business Name :
Address : 500 Albany Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : daveol@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes : The mid-range BRT option makes the most sense to me, considering

cost, projected ridership, and minimizing environmental impacts.



 - RECORD #2146 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : O'Leary
Business Name :
Address : 500 Albany Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. D. OLeary.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #2743 DETAIL
First Name : John M.
Last Name : Oliver
Business Name :
Address : 5827 Utah Avenue, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : JOHN.M.OLIVER@US.PWC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3076 DETAIL
First Name : Lloyd and Nancy
Last Name : Oliver
Business Name :
Address : 11 Farmington Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Oliver 34957.pdf (79 kb)







 - RECORD #1996 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Oliwa
Business Name :
Address : 5002 Dalton Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MJOALT1@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

          County Executive Leggett,

          Chairman Hanson,

          Council President Andrews,

I am writing to state that I am against any sort of mass transit --
light rail or otherwise -- being built on or along the Capital
Crescent Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2389 DETAIL
First Name : Jon C.
Last Name : Olmstead
Business Name : CresaPartners
Address : 7475 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1000
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JOLMSTEAD@CRESAPARTNERS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : All - I am writing you in connection with the proposed development of the

Purple Line and its location. While I understand its purpose and ultimate
goal, I strongly urge to reconsider and try to find another way to
implement this plan that does not cause the type of disruption the
current proposed location will cause. Along with thousands of local
residents of Maryland and Washington DC consistently use the trail on a
consistent basis. To escape the noise, poor air & overall combustion of
running on the roads, I have used the trail for years to run and get away
from the daily pressures of our lives. Since moving to the Washington
DC area in 1997, I have used this trail for daily exercise including
training for both the Marine Corps Marathon and the Mystic Places
Marathon in Mystic, CT. My wife and my son have joined me in enjoying
the trail be it on bike, roller blades or being pushed in a stroller. It is truly
one of our favorite things about living here.

I respect and appreciate all of your efforts in determining how to further
plan and grow mass transit for the Washington DC region - I have been
in commercial real estate since my relocation here and understand its
importance. However, I hope that your committe is able to come up with
another solution.

I can be reached at the below number for further discussion.

Thank you for your attention to this matter -



 - RECORD #1928 DETAIL
First Name : Maria and Chris
Last Name : Olsen
Business Name :
Address : 4304 Stanford Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MARIAOLSEN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Our family of four, as well as my group of runner moms use the trail four
or more times a week.  My husband rides his bike to work on this trail
nearly every day.  We use it for exercise, relaxation and enjoyment of
our natural surroundings.  We need more green space in our
increasingly urban area.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1918 DETAIL
First Name : Marsha
Last Name : O'Mara
Business Name :
Address : 10539 Beacon Ridge Drive
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20721
Email Address : MARSHA_OMARA@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews:

I run on the Capital Crescent Trail on some weekends to train for
upcoming races, for physical exercise, or just to be outside and reflect in
nature.  Without the Capital Crescent Trail, I will lose this part of
Maryland’s natural beauty.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1780 DETAIL
First Name : Sara
Last Name : O'Neil-Manion, AIA
Business Name : O'Neil & Manion Architects P.A.
Address : 6931 Arlington Road Suite 306
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SONM@ONEILANDMANION.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

This is a letter concerning the proposed Purple Line Transit location.
Rather than running the Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail,
please consider running the Purple Line along Route 193 from College
Park through Langley Park, Four Corners and Wheaton, which could use
revitalization and then turning westward to Rockville along Viers Mill
Road.  This should be either a middle of the street, electric rail car or a
median strip elevated monorail or mag-lev transit.   This should use
dedicated right of way space along roadways and townships that need
positive development.  This will also connect more arterial roads and
existing Metro lines to east-west mass transit than the proposed
Crescent Trail route. Nor will development within existing roadways
destroy the mature trees, or threaten waterways, which the Crescent trail
route does.

What is desperately needed is a mid-county connection mass transit  to
College Park.  A Rockville to College Park line provides a tremendous
boon to students and start-up technology companies, while providing
much needed attention to the neglected small townships along the way.
Consider the economic benefits to the County and State through
fostering an educational and technology ‘Green’ corridor connecting the
County seat of Rockville and the County's community college to the
State’s flagship university.

The proposed Silver Spring-Bethesda line would only connect two
already revitalized towns that have previously benefited from State and
County funds, where other locations have not. The Silver Spring to
Bethesda connection also has no long-term economic growth prospects
or benefit to its surrounds, which are primarily residential. Worse still, it
destroys the Crescent Trail, which is enjoyed by hundreds of thousands
of County and State residents for much needed exercise.

If the mid-county connection is done in a forward thinking manner it
could be accomplished without major destruction to trees and green
area.  Use of existing paved right of ways makes sense given the need
to keep expenditures within reason.  The more destructive the proposed
transit system construction is, the larger the expense will be.

Newer transit methodologies should also be considered.  Systems and
locations that are environmentally destructive should not be considered.



 - RECORD #1815 DETAIL
First Name : Drew
Last Name : Onufer
Business Name :
Address : 4622 Norwood Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : donufer@ruckus.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Director Ratcliff –

As a frequent user of the capital crescent trail (along with 10K other
weekly visitors), I have to say I’m astonished that our local officials are
seriously considering the light rail option.    My children also use this trail
to safely access downtown Bethesda and visit friends who live on east
side of Wisconsin Avenue.    The rail option will effectively destroy the
trail.

1.   Destroy the Trail --  The light rail option will destroy a beautiful path
in Montgomery County.    Additionally, the remaining portion of the
Capital Crescent Trail will put 10K weekly path users within 10 feet
trains.    What’s next?    A bike path on the shoulder of the Beltway?

2.   Cost/Benefit to Taxpayers –  During a significant economic
downturn, do you really believe the rail option is the best use of the
taxpayer’s money?    The bus option is superior in almost every facet.
The bus option would be closer to the largest employers at the Bethesda
terminus (Bethesda Naval Hospital and NIH) making it more convenient
for the majority of daily commuters.   Does a rail option that is 300%
more expensive and mostly serves people who wish to dine in Bethesda
on weekends make more sense?

Please don’t let your public service record be tarnished as being
someone who was  “a strong supporter for the Purple Elephant which
destroyed the Capital Crescent Trail.”



 - RECORD #1157 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Orleans
Business Name :
Address : P.O. Box 292
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Let me say that, while I'm putting my glasses on, I think this is an MTA
hearing, MTA being part of Maryland Department of Transportation.

I'd like to say for the record that the Secretary and the Governor should
both apologize for what they've been doing and they should suspend
building of that road and devote funds to real transportation.

It's an unnecessary road, it's a bad road. The money is wasted. They
should devote resources elsewhere.

I support the purple line. I support it in as high end rail as is possible. I
support it on the alignment from Georgetown Branch, 16th Street,
Wayne Avenue, Campus Drive, all the way to the point that it arrives at
Kenilworth Avenue. I do not support the proposed alignment from that
point.

It would be far better for the MTA, it would be far better for the
prospective ridership which would be greater than the potential if the
current proposed alignment is chosen if it were to continue south on
Kenilworth Avenue roughly to the Bladensburg Peace Cross area and
divert east on Annapolis Road, 450.

There is still the potential in the district's plans for light rail or street car in
that part of town. Rhode Island Avenue, Bladensburg Road.

The MTA if it would offer a plan to the SGA that would correspondingly
have a similar such system, a connection if you will from the district, it
would satisfy the desire of the FTA to have interjurisdictional access.

I think both would benefit from it. Finally, I was really excited tonight, I
think it was the gal in front of me. She's from College Park, she is
excited, this is an exciting era.

I'm excited when the MTA comes to town and says let's talk transit. I'm
also excited. I was particularly excited earlier tonight when the President
of Prince George's Community College spoke and others including
Council member Olson, stressing the need for planning to start now
beyond New Carrollton Station.

There are a number of alternative routes which we can devote later, but
certainly the field and the stadium on which Washington's professional
football franchise team plays is a logical station site. Adjacent to it is the
sports and learning complex.

A source of much government work, McCormick Place, Inglewood, is
another logical site. Largo Station is a site, Prince George's Community
College is a site, and from there it's a short trip to the county
government, Upper Marlboro, where there are 5,000 people employed
on a daily basis and many more number than that visiting on a daily
basis from then which you could hop to Andrews, including Westvalia
and Oxon Hill and National Harbor and across the bridge. Thank you
very much.



 - RECORD #1204 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Orleans
Business Name :
Address : Post Office Box 292
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20768
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : MR. BILL ORLEANS: Bill, B-I-L-L, Orleans, O-R-L-E-A-N-S and I believe
I'm addressing my comments to Mr. House? Is it?

MR. KENNETH HOUSE: To the hearing record in response to the
AA/DEIS

MR. BILL ORLEANS: But you're presiding today?

MR. KENNETH HOUSE: That's correct.

MR. BILL ORLEANS: Well, I'm addressing my comments to the record,
to yourself

MR. KENNETH HOUSE: Thank you very much. Thank you.

MR. BILL ORLEANS: And to the Secretary and to the Governor, as well.
Not here unfortunately. There was a time when all roads lead to Rome.
For the record, I'd like to suggest that in Maryland today, one road leads
to ruin. It's not too late to reconsider the completion of that road. It
should be rejected at this point.

I favor the Purple Line. I favor the Purple Line sooner than later. I
question some of its alignment east of College Park. My interest has
been in the controversies in Bethesda and Chevy Chase and the
controversies on the campus of the University of Maryland. I'm
interested and would desire there to be more of a controversy as the
Purple Line would leave College Park.

Nonetheless, I favor the Purple Line and what ever alignment is
ultimately chosen and I look for the first dirt to be turned before I die. I'd
like to be on that inaugural ride from Bethesda to New Carrollton.

I think, however, that it's not too late to reconsider the alignment from
College Park. As it stands now, it's going to divert east on East West
Highway, Riverdale Road, Veterans Parkway.

There are so few people that's going to benefit from riding, from being
picked up, at any station from East West Highway and Kenilworth to the
end point on Veterans Parkway, as to make it ridiculous if that's the
alignment that has been considered.

I'm told that in the past there may have been a consideration of
continuing the line down Kenilworth Avenue, MD 201, roughly to where it
could connect with MD 50, Annapolis Road.

There are more people living today in that alignment and prospectively
even more people once the line might be completed with appropriate
redevelopment of those two roads. Much more housing, much more
appropriate economic development, commercial office, commercial
retail, as to make any ridership figures
2 from east of College Park that may exist in the present study
alignment, it would overwhelm those numbers.

It makes sense for a whole variety of reasons and I'm looking forward to
at least a consideration of an alignment different than that exists now.
Let me repeat. I favor Purple Line. Hurry up. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2054 DETAIL
First Name : Evelyn
Last Name : Ortiz
Business Name : LATINA Style Magazine
Address : 2319 Glenallan Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : bogey527@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : We need a purple line to minimize travel time!



 - RECORD #1116 DETAIL
First Name : Jeff
Last Name : Oser
Business Name :
Address : 1235 Randolph St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address : jeff.oser@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the purple line asap. For the record, I am a frequent Capital

Crescent Trail rider and do support the two side by side.



 - RECORD #902 DETAIL
First Name : A.R.
Last Name : Osorio Jr
Business Name :
Address : 2829 Connecticut Ave NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : With the region reaching the capacity of what it's current transportation

infrastucture can carry we can no longer afford not to avail ourselves of
all the transit options out there. All of the regions transit was designed to
carry passengers in and out of, what was at the time, the only job center,
DC. Now our suburbs are in and of themselves job centers with little in
the way of physical connections. An east west regional transit link is
sorely lacking and would have the benefit of connecting the established
urban villages of Bethesda and Silver Spring with the job centers of
College Park and New Carrollton. It would only benefit the state to have
two of it's largest counties better connected. This project should be
viewed as a long term investment with the cost weighed against
decades of possible growth. Bethesda is a prime example of the
economic benefits that come with investment in mass transit, specifically
rail. Put simply trains are faster and carry more passengers than buses.
With clogged roads being the problem this project is supposed to
alleviate it doesn't make sense to put more vehicles (i.e. buses) on them.
Even in dedicated lanes buses would sit in traffic while moving less
people. The stigma attached to buses also discourages people from
riding. What this has come down to is whether or not a golf course
provides more economic benefit to Maryland than well connected urban
centers.



 - RECORD #3189 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : O'Steen
Business Name :
Address : 10817 Graeloch Rd
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20723
Email Address : kposteen@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : O'Steen 35852.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #860 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Ostlund
Business Name :
Address : 4 Vandegrift Ct
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address : ostlund_family@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr Madden,

It is hard to understand why anyone would not want the purple line. We
all know that the problem with METRO is that it was only disigned to get
people in and out of town. Our needs have changed and now we are
desparate for cross town traffic mitigation. Lets ease traffic on 495, east
west hwy, university blvd. lets build the purple line now!



 - RECORD #2139 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : O'Toole
Business Name :
Address : 2721 Daniel Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. B. Otoole.pdf (272 kb)





 - RECORD #276 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Ovalles
Business Name : Student
Address : 12706 Holdridge Road
City : Silver Spri
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm a Hispanic American and student, and I have lived in Silver Spring,

MD for most of my life. Initially the idea pf a purple line was unsettling,
simply because I was led to believe that homes and local trails would be
destroyed. After informing myself of the Purple Line plan and design I
was convinced that the purple line would benefit many, many people.
Especially many members of the hispanic community would be
specifically benefitted because a large portion of the hispanic population
in thsi area depends on public transit as their source of transportation.
Evidently, the purple line would benefit them greatly but unfortunately
there are still many members of the community who do not know what
the actual purple line design is, and because they don't know the
specifics they are ignorantly influenced my misinformation. I strongly
support the purple line and I would like to see the purple line project
funded, and ultimately realized!



 - RECORD #1660 DETAIL
First Name : Ryland
Last Name : Owen
Business Name :
Address : 2015 Luzerne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rowen@gprep.org
Submission Content/Notes : Please put all plans for the Purple Line into action as soon as possible.

This idea has been in the planning stages since my wife and I moved to
Silver Spring in 2001.  Break ground now - it is urgent that this project
begin as soon as possible.



 - RECORD #2246 DETAIL
First Name : Anna
Last Name : Owens
Business Name : Former Mayor of College Park
Address : 3513 DePauw Place
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Owens_Anna.pdf (609 kb)





 - RECORD #1376 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Oweos
Business Name :
Address : 7501 Wisconsin Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Lourdes Baire.pdf (72 kb)





 - RECORD #102 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : Owings
Business Name : RLLS
Address : 6305 Ivy Lane
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : mowings@rlls.com
Submission Content/Notes : When/where will the next round of public meetings be?



 - RECORD #238 DETAIL
First Name : Erkin
Last Name : Ozberk
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : erkin.ozberk@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi,

Please follow through with the proposed purple line.  It is imperative that
we invest in our transportation infrastructure.  Thanks for listening.

Erkin



 - RECORD #625 DETAIL
First Name : Laurent
Last Name : Ozburn
Business Name :
Address :
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KATNIP20886@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support the Inner Purple Line and support the Light rail,

not a bus.  Buses are subject to traffic conditions and will take longer
that the light rail.  I use Metro everyday to get to and from work.  A light
rail will encourage more riders and it can carry more riders.  I support
this vision of an Inner Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent more reliable timely service linking the Bethesda, Silver
Spring, College Park and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in
Chevy Chase, Long Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland
(on campus), Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit
corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

BUILD THE LIGHT RAIL PURPLE LINE!  IT IS ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY!

Laurent Ozbun
Germantown MD



 - RECORD #2650 DETAIL
First Name : Dean A.
Last Name : Packard
Business Name : The Packard Group
Address : 3 Bethesda Metro Center, Suite 100
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DEAN_PACKARD@ML.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing today to voice my opposition to the purple line.  We use the

capital crescent trail for biking and dog walking etc.



 - RECORD #2667 DETAIL
First Name : Solveig
Last Name : Padilla
Business Name :
Address : 4803 Wellington Drive, Unit 1
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SOLIPAD@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : PLEASE do not destroy a trail for ALL- from tots to seniors !  It is an

enormously popular feature of Bethesda. Don't make the heart of
Bethesda into a rail line. It is incredibly wrong to build the purple line !

The J - Metro buses to Silver Spring are convenient and fast.  Too
crowded ?, put more buses on route.

One of thousands, I love the trail and use it to walk to Bethesda pool, to
CVS and shops, stroll with my granddaughter, walk&chat with my 86-
year neighbor, just plain walk and think.  It's the best thing we have !
WE MUST KEEP CRESCENT TRAIL AS IT IS.



 - RECORD #2626 DETAIL
First Name : Shapari H.
Last Name : Pakroo
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SHAPARI.PAKROO@GSA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. O' Malley:

Please do Not Destroy a Rare Natural Environment in Montgomery
County that
should be a "NATURED PRESERVED" for the future generations to
enjoy, into
another Polluted, Busy, Noisy, and  Unhealthy train route.

Please do Not Ruin the Crescent Trial and Neighborhoods in its
surroundings, as we can not Undo the Damage done in the future years
when
we become More Wise, Educated, Aware, Conscious, and Concerned
about
Environment and the Quality of Air, Water, Earth, and in summary LIFE
and
Healthy Living.

Many thanks

Mr. Ratcliff:

Please do Not Destroy a Rare Natural Environment in Montgomery
County that
should be a "NATURED PRESERVED" for the future generations to
enjoy, into
another Polluted, Busy, Noisy, and  Unhealthy train route.

Please do Not Ruin the Crescent Trial and Neighborhoods in its
surroundings, as we can not Undo the Damage done in the future years
when
we become More Wise, Educated, Aware, Conscious, and Concerned
about
Environment and the Quality of Air, Water, Earth, and in summary LIFE
and
Healthy Living.

Many thanks

Shapari H. Pakroo

         Please build the Purple Line
              in another location or
              tunneled underground."



 - RECORD #1748 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : Pakulski
Business Name :
Address : 406 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MARGEP@SLI.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

I have lived at 406 Dale Drive for 10 years, and I am strongly in favor of
an underground route for the Purple Line under Wayne Avenue.  I
attended a number of meetings to solicit the views of the community and
was frustrated that the tunnel was not being considered and MTA
seemed to have made up their minds in favor of an above ground route.
I understand that recently it was determined that the tunnel under
Wayne from Cedar to Mansfield is feasible and cost effective.  The
tunnel under Wayne will make all the difference between a Purple Line
that respects and unites the community versus a Purple Line that is
fragmenting both literally and figuratively.



 - RECORD #92 DETAIL
First Name : AMLESH
Last Name : PAL
Business Name : Government Official
Address : AMLESH_PAL@YAHOO.COM
City : BHOPAL
State : IN
Zip Code : 46202
Email Address : AMLESH_PAL@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : i have interested in your project

so.please.please.please.please.please.pleaseplease.y ou forward your
about this project information



 - RECORD #522 DETAIL
First Name : Grace and Brad
Last Name : Palladino and Piepmeier
Business Name :
Address : 4524 N. Chelsea Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : PALLADIN20814@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As regular users of the Georgetown Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail

we write to express our opposition to plans to run the Purple Line –
either as a light rail or a bus line – along this beautiful and well-used
green space.

In an area like Bethesda, which is growing more urban every day, the
trail offers a rare opportunity to walk or ride bicycles in a serene, tree-
shaded, area.  We are always amazed and pleased to see how many
different groups enjoy the trail – there are elderly residents sitting on
benches relishing the peace and quiet, there are young families pushing
baby carriages, there are children riding bikes equipped  with training
wheels, as well as adults getting some much-needed exercise or using
the trail to bike to work or to shop in downtown Bethesda.  Snowfalls are
particularly wonderful on the trail, especially for those who enjoy cross-
country skiing.

We understand the importance of public transportation – one of us
doesn't even drive!  But the proposed Purple Line will not solve the
region’s long-term transportation needs, will not directly connect both
arms of Metro’s Red Line, will not reduce pollution, and will result in the
loss of some 4,000 trees and the destruction of a well-used trail and a
naturally beautiful recreation area.

Given current state and federal budget deficits, we hope you will
consider improving existing bus service (like the J1 and J4 which both
offer efficient and reliable service between Silver Spring and Medical
Center, and Bethesda and College Park) before investing tax payer
funds in a project that will help developers more than it will benefit the
community.

Sincerely,

Grace Palladino and Brad Piepmeier

4524 N. Chelsea Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2151 DETAIL
First Name : Grace
Last Name : Palladino
Business Name :
Address : 4524 N. Chelsea Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. G. Palladino.pdf (956 kb)





 - RECORD #1090 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Palley
Business Name :
Address : 3708 Underwood Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. It looks great.
Attachments : Palley_Tom Comment Cards.pdf (41 kb)





 - RECORD #1712 DETAIL
First Name : Laurie
Last Name : Palmer
Business Name :
Address : 9115 Sligo Creek Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : HWKAUFMAN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I urge you to reconsider the Purple Line above ground in downtown

Silver Spring and along Wayne Avenue.  The train will cause gridlock in
downtown Silver Spring and adversely affect the quality of life for
residents on Wayne and surrounding streets.  Wayne will become a
hidious highway like Colesville Road.  Children will take their lives in
their own hands as they try to navigate across the street among buses,
trains and cars.  Please do the right thing - put the train underground.



 - RECORD #34 DETAIL
First Name : Raylene & Zilvinas
Last Name : Paludneviciai
Business Name :
Address : 11-E Hillside rd
City : greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : raylene.paludneviciene@gallaudet.edu
Submission Content/Notes : We use the metro often and would love to see the Purple line in action

as soon as possible, that would cut down on our commute time
considerably.  You all have our support.



 - RECORD #3157 DETAIL
First Name : Nicholas
Last Name : Panebianco
Business Name :
Address : 8047 Alloway Ln
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20705-6322
Email Address : silg1@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Panebianco 35700.pdf (120 kb)







 - RECORD #64 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Papageorge
Business Name :
Address : 7923 Chelton Rd.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ap52x@nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Please describe MTA’s solution to the problem of passenger connectivity

between the proposed Purple Line Bethesda terminus and the Bethesda
Multi-Modal Transfer station. The distance is two and one half blocks
between the Purple Line Bethesda terminus near Woodmont and Elm
and the Bethesda Transfer Station under the Bethesda Metro Plaza. I’m
not talking about passenger connection to the subway but to the other
forms of transport; Metro Bus, Ride On, Taxi.

Metro would never allow non-subway passengers to “cut-through” their
access-protected platforms as a short cut to the other forms of transport.
Nor does the MTA have such an agreement with Metro. Doesn’t this
passenger connectivity problem seriously challenge the ridership
potential at the proposed Purple Line Bethesda terminus?

I have asked for a description of a solution to this issue for about a year.
Please respond with some specificity.

Sincerely,
Alex Papageorge



 - RECORD #2915 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Papageorge
Business Name :
Address : 7923 Chelton Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20892
Email Address : PAPAGEOA@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line Bethesda Terminus – passenger connectivity

After years of public forums on the Purple Line alignment, one must
conclude that the MTA has been intellectually dishonest in not
acknowledging the MTA’s failure to connect passengers between the
LRT Purple Line Bethesda Terminus and the existing Bethesda Multi-
Modal Transit Station (Metro Bus, Ride On, Circulator, passenger car),
an eye opening distance of 2.5 blocks. This failed passenger
connectivity would meet neither Federal ADA requirements nor common
sense.

However, this glaring problem is unlikely to impede the MTA’s selection
of the much-favored alignment along an existing track bed while ignoring
the lack of passenger connectivity. Of course, the Bus Rapid Transit
alignment would take all passengers where they need to be, inside the
Bethesda Multi-Modal Transit Station.

Therefore, only Metro Subway passengers will be directly and
seamlessly served in Bethesda with a proposed elevator to the south
end of the subway platform. Yet, Metro is not part of the funding
equation unlike debt ridden Marylanders. Since Metro will not permit cut-
through connecting passengers trespassing through its crowded
platforms, all non-subway passengers will be stranded, separated by 2.5
blocks from connecting ground transport.

We taxpayers deserve a more intelligent twenty-first century transit
solution that does not destroy 17 acres of an urban park and leaves
passengers in Bethesda with no access to connecting service.



 - RECORD #1776 DETAIL
First Name : Michael Calabrese and
Last Name : Barbara Pape
Business Name :
Address : 4809 Drummond Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CALABRESE@NEWAMERICA.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Representatives:

The proposed Purple Line connection between New Carolton and
Bethesda is needed and supported by Bethesda communities.  But it
does not have to be built on the Capital Crescent Trail and should not be
built on the Capital Crescent Trail.  Even if the loss of the Trail as a
natural asset is ignored, building the Purple Line on the Trail will not take
as many cars off our highways as other alternatives will, will cost more to
build than other alternatives and will cost more to use than other
alternatives.

We are both very active in local politics -- and we will mobilize our
neighbors' pocketbooks and shoe leather against you if you support this
anti-environmental crusade against the Crescent Trail.  It's ludicrous that
a Democrat would even consider destroying the one rails-to-trails
corridor in our area that facilitate both bicycle commuting (reducing
traffic and oil consumption) and outdoor exercise that can accomodate
families and citizens of any age.  Indeed, whether or not this debate
drags on, we urge you to complete the paving of a bike lane between
Wisconsin Ave and Connecticut -- the entire Crescent is smooth and
safe (with a lane lines) from Georgetown to Wisconsin Ave, but not
beyond!

Almost every day we use the trail to commute by bike to work, and to
exercise. Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages,
races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1401 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Parchment
Business Name :
Address : 8001 Blair Mill Drive, Apt. #T3
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Parchment.pdf (53 kb)





 - RECORD #153 DETAIL
First Name : Raymond
Last Name : Paretzky
Business Name :
Address : 8016 Hampden Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : rparetzky@mwe.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support light rail on the purple line.  More public money should be spent

on mass transit.  We need to plan for the future.  Thank you.



 - RECORD #239 DETAIL
First Name : EUGENIA
Last Name : PARK
Business Name :
Address : 1703 HIGHLAND DR
City : SILVER SPRING
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : eugenia.park@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
EUGENIA PARK
1703 HIGHLAND DR
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910



 - RECORD #3153 DETAIL
First Name : Eugenia
Last Name : Park
Business Name :
Address : 1703 Highland Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910-2220
Email Address : eugenia.park@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : It is simply a disgrace that American are precluded, by a few rich, from

using public transportation. In the age of Global Warming, and simply
world's progressive use of public means of transportation, we cannot be
a modern people in a modern country. Please listen to the needs of the
majority: Purple Line is a need, not a frivolity. Approve the funding and
begin the construction!

Attachments : Park 35645.pdf (91 kb)



 - RECORD #202 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Park
Business Name :
Address : 3300 Chatham Rd
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : SURENZA@GMAIL.COM]
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Michael Park
3300 Chatham Rd
Hyattsville, MD 20783



 - RECORD #313 DETAIL
First Name : Paul Joseph
Last Name : Park
Business Name :
Address : 4405 29th st
City : mount rainier
State : MD
Zip Code : 20712
Email Address : PAULJOSEPHPARK@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

The purple line will be a great way to connect pg and montgomery
counties and drastically reduce travel time between College Park
and Bethesda.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
P. J. Park
4405 29th st
mount rainier, MD 20712



 - RECORD #3112 DETAIL
First Name : Jutta
Last Name : Parree
Business Name :
Address : 805 Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jparree@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Parree 35491.pdf (104 kb)







 - RECORD #1592 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a student of Montgomery County Public Schools I support the Purple
Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation
more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school,
work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also, this
proposition willbe good forthe environment because it will help lessen
the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads, preserving our
planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Parry



 - RECORD #1341 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Parsons
Business Name :
Address : 15812 Amelung Lane
City : Denwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. My name is Richard Parsons. Richard, R-I-C-H-A-R-D,
Parsons is P-A-R-S-O-N-S. I also have a couple copies of my written
statement that goes into more detail. I will just briefly summarize.

I've been an active leader here in the local and regional business
community for over a decade now, both here in Montgomery County and
in the Washington region. And I believe a strong business case can be
made for a light rail Purple Line on the Master Plan Alignment utilizing
the Georgetown Branch right-of-way that appears in our Master Plans
between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

In particular, I want to point out some of the results from some of the
transportation studies that have been done over the years because it
directly addresses some of the points that you just heard regarding the
Jones Bridge option.

I served on one of the task forces that actually did detailed traffic
modeling analysis of that alternative alignment. And I can tell you the
data is conclusive. It is not an option, it is not viable, it does not work. I
also agree that one of the comments made by Mayor Fosselman is
correct. An at-grade crossing at Connecticut Avenue also does not work.
There needs to be a grade separation there if we are to stay within the
Master Plan Alignment and avoid any significant traffic impacts.

As to the mode choice, I want to spend some time on that tonight in my
oral comments here because there's an important business case to be
made for light rail versus bus rapid transit and I think we can draw on a
lot of experience that I highlight in my written testimony with some
statistics from around the county.

But first, the Purple Line is not just about improving our local
transportation network here in Montgomery County. It's critical that we
view this decision on mode in the broader regional lens with which this
project really interacts. It provides key regional connections to places
like University of Maryland, Greenbelt, MARC station, New Carrollton,
the Amtrak Station, even FedEx Field. But it significantly adds to our
competitiveness as an attractive location to locate your business here in
Montgomery County because of those regional connections. And those
regional connections are highly impacted by changes in travel speed.
And if you look at the numbers in the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT, the light rail far out-performs any of the BRT options
when it comes to travel speed.

And that's what's critical to making it useful to us as business
organizations, as businesses in this community who are trying to attract
quality employees. Not only do employees find light rail a more attractive
option from an aesthetic standpoint, the speed difference does also
mean that that magic window of a 45 minute reliable commuting radius
is dramatically larger with the light rail options than it is with BRT. So
that's a key consideration.

Second, on the shorter commute times for light rail also mean,
obviously, more ridership and I think you see that in the data as well.

Third, lower operating and maintenance costs have been proven in
jurisdictions around the county and I site some of those statistics over
the long run with light rail as opposed to bus rapid transit. So over the
long term it's a better bargain for tax payers.

Fourth, you get a much higher maximum carrying capacity. And as we
look out to 2030 and beyond and the life cycle of this project will extend
far beyond 2030, that higher carrying capacity is going to be needed,



according to all of the long range studies that I have seen. Thank you
very much and the rest of my comments can be read.



 - RECORD #2230 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Parsons
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny. R. Parsons.pdf (5 mb)













 - RECORD #2178 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Parsons
Business Name :
Address : 15812 Amelung Lane
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. R. Parsons.pdf (986 kb)





 - RECORD #1704 DETAIL
First Name : Mark S.
Last Name : Pascal
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARKPASCAL@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello: As a concerned citizen of Silver Spring and member of the Seven

Oaks Evanswood Civic Association I am writing to express my postion
regarding the proposed Purple Line along Wayne Avenue.  I will not go
into all the specifics and arguments of the proposal that I am sure you
already know quite well.  I would simply like to state that I am against
ANY line that is to be above ground along Wayne Avenue.  My vote is
for a TUNNEL UNDER WAYNE AVENUE as this option would maintain
the integrity of the neighborhood as well as allow traffic to flow more
smoothly.  This issue has been discussed many times at our association
meetings, among friends and neighbors, and I my postion is not unique.

Thank you,  Mark S. Pascal



 - RECORD #3133 DETAIL
First Name : Alice
Last Name : Pascalev
Business Name :
Address : 4511 Sleaford Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-4629
Email Address : ap-magicgirl-bg@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Pascalev 35583.pdf (148 kb)











 - RECORD #3276 DETAIL
First Name : Alice
Last Name : Pascalev
Business Name :
Address : 4511 Sleaford Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ap_magicgirl_bg@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi.

I am a student in 5th grade Chevy Chase elementary. I am doing a
research paper on the Purple Line. I personnaly  believe that the Purple
Line should not be built, for I live very close to the part of the CC Trail
where it will be built.

I have questions:
-How will you make it so there will be minimal sound to the residents?
-Will you make enough space for the people on the trail?

Thank you,
Alice PAscalev



 - RECORD #2763 DETAIL
First Name : Mario
Last Name : Pascalev
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARIO_PASCALEV@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To:  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

6 Paul Street, 9th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21202

Preserve Our Greenspace

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

We love and enjoy to walk on the trail every weekend. My children, 10
and 5, love to walk with my dog, and most of all, the trail happens to be
three blocks from our house, and right next to our neighbors, practically
in their backyard. Me and my wife jog along this trail and would hate for
it to become a metro rail. We appreciate your cooperation!

------------

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #941 DETAIL
First Name : Assya
Last Name : Pascaley
Business Name :
Address : 4511 Sleaford Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : APASCAL2003@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews

I live in East Bethesda and use the Trail on a daily basis for family walks
to downtown Bethesda, for jogging, running and just walks to clear my
mind.

This trail makes Bethesda a unique place to live and visit because of the
green corridor and the quality of life it provides.

The Trail was the main reason I chose to buy a property in this particular
neighborhood. If the Trail is replaced by a light transit rail, I will most
likely move from the area. It is also predictable that the immediate
presence of the train will lead to a drop in the market value of adjacent
properties.

I am not alone in my strong support for the Trail. Every week, more than
10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities --
use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The
Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters.  Trail users come from
all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Assya Pascalev
4511 Sleaford Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #1659 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Pashby
Business Name :
Address : 4206 Colchester Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : chrispashby@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a regular user of the capital crescent trail and a supporter of light

rail.  It would be a waste of my tax dollars if the purple line was BRT.  I
would rather build nothing.



 - RECORD #1965 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Pashby
Business Name :
Address : 4206 Colchester Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : CHRISPASHBY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #3130 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Pashby
Business Name :
Address : 4206 Colchester Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : chrispashby@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Pashby 35570.pdf (108 kb)





 - RECORD #3326 DETAIL
First Name : michelle
Last Name : Pasta
Business Name :
Address : 8211 Cedar Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : mpasta2000@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi!  I don't think this is Purple Line related  (by the way I think PL is a

great idea).  Can you please tell me what department is responsible for
answering res. questions about speed bumps or islands in the road and
please also tell me what agency can provide residents with the latest
draft of future street projects (ex. right on red or no U-turn ) topics like
that.



 - RECORD #2198 DETAIL
First Name : Ted
Last Name : Patch
Business Name :
Address : 106 Oxford Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TPATCH@GREENPARKFINANCIAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Please consider this email as support for not placing the Purple Line
along the Capitol Crescent Trail.  Given all that is going on in the
economy, clearly the funds needed to construct a Purple Line could be
better spent elsewhere.  I also feel strongly that the Trail in its current
form serves a beneficial public purpose and should be maintained as
such.



 - RECORD #1158 DETAIL
First Name : Byron
Last Name : Patterson
Business Name :
Address : 4813 Guilford Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Yes, sir. Good evening, everyone. This is the first hearing I've been able
to be a part of dealing with the transit here in the Washington, DC area.

My name is Byron Patterson, that's B-Y-R-O-N, P-A-T-T-E-R-S-O-N. I'm
a resident of College Park and an artist. I have been involved with a lot
of community development projects.

I'm in favor of transit projects for public and I really admire that the
Washington, DC area has done so much to sort of connect communities.

But one of my major concerns from my experience is financial,
environmental bearings on such a project given that the line has, the
time spent for developing the project and the actual demographic, the
diversity and demographics throughout the line itself just doesn't seem
feasible to me.

That's because of the, I don't think that there is, I don't think you can
realistically work on, go through the, complete the lines in very important
areas without considerably changing zoning in the areas.

That would really affect the stability, environmental stability of
businesses, resources and residents within this line.

I'm saying the time line doesn't seem feasible from my observation. The
Veterans Parkway area. The Veterans Parkway area is adjacent to one
of Maryland Park and Planning's Parks and also one of the maintenance
facilities for Maryland Park and Planning.

That is a forest and park area. There is also around where the rail would
start in New Carrollton, there is quite a lot of forests around that area.

There is also of course the University of Maryland which some others
have raised concern about. The Georgetown Branch area which is a
safe haven for so many people for noise in that area. It just doesn't, you
know, it doesn't seem realistic that the, a rail should go in there that
would totally throw off that sort of, the balance there.

The other concern is the Littonsville area which seems to be in the
Walter Reed area of the Walter Reed facility, one of the Walter Reed
facilities in the Silver Spring area. There is a lot of natural trails and
nature trails in parts of Rock Creek park there which is a great concern.

I just want to say one other thing and I'll leave this alone.

Functionality of a lot of public transportation systems and our facilities
here in the city have taken so much work and we need to work even
further to make sure that we address the residential concerns, the
natural concerns for natural pedestrian walkways and also that they are
functional for the diversity and brings more to businesses to be able to
change and have access to be able to change the mode of time. So
hopefully the project will address those concerns. Thank you.



 - RECORD #804 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Pavitt
Business Name :
Address : 812 Carter Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CHAZZQ@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Friends - My wife and I had the opportunity to visit the Trolley

Museum before its devastating fire.  While there, we saw a map of a
trolley system that once linked all parts of the Washington metropolitan
area.  One could then trolley from Rockville to downtown D.C. in half an
hour.  One could even trolley all the way to the Bay, although to be
honest it took several hours.
What happened to the trolleys?  Apparently, as with similar systems
around the country (e.g., Los Angeles) they were a victim of the eventual
dominance of the automobile.  I'd like to think we've learned what a
mistake that was and how we've been paying for that mistake ever
since.
As the automobile era comes to close, we need to fix our mistakes.  So
called "high-speed buses" keep us in the grips of the car; that gets us
nowhere.  We need a light rail Purple Line.

Charles Pavitt
812 Carter Road
Rockville



 - RECORD #1576 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Payne
Business Name :
Address : 4802 Guilford Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : john.h.payne@aphis.usda.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA:

I live less than 2 or 3 blocks from the College Park green-line Metro
station, so all of the proposed alignments of the Purple Line will pass
near to the home I own and occupy.  As a citzen of Maryland, Prince
George's County and College Park, I enthusiastically support a light rail
Purple line.  I support an alignment that would alow access to the central
core of the University of Maryland Campus on Campus Drive and would
stop at the College Park Green Line Metro Station and also near the
centers of Chevy Chase, Langley Park, and Bethesda.

I believe that for the line to be effective it should be placed on the
Georgetown Branch railroad right of way, but support the re-building of
an attactive and efficient Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail beside the
Purple Line.  I would like to see a component of the Purple Line plan that
assures that the hiker-biker trail is re-lanscaped with substantial trees
and other carbon-sequestering plantings.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

John Payne
College Park



 - RECORD #3037 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Peal
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Peal 35201.pdf (126 kb)





 - RECORD #1887 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Pearse
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MPEARSE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail from Wisconsin
Avenue to Connecticut Avenue.  I like the trail the way it is and do not
want to see all the trees cut down to construct a light rail line.  We do not
have much green tranquil space in my neighborhood and construction of
a light rail line would harm the tranquility of the trail.



 - RECORD #1735 DETAIL
First Name : Steven D.
Last Name : Pearson, MD, MSc, FRCP
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SPEARSON99@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

and other City Council Members,

I have been a resident of Chevy Chase for four years now and am
writing to convey my strongest hopes that you will consider other options
than the proposed Purple Line path that would require the disruption of
the Capitol Crescent Trail.  My family and I use the trail literally every
day for jogging and for biking into Bethesda for shopping, dining, etc.  I
can't tell you how much the Trail means to our quality of life, and I hope
you will take every possible opportunity to consider other options for
improving mass transit in our area.  Improving commuting options is an
important social goal, but I hope we can achieve that goal without the
devastation to the natural beauty and integrity of the existing Trail.

Thank you very much for your consideration,



 - RECORD #2649 DETAIL
First Name : Roy
Last Name : Peck
Business Name :
Address : 16458 Emory Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ROYPECK@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple line is part of the needed infrastructure needed to keep

Montgomery County and Prince Georges County viable in the long run.

In the Short run, I would use the line to get from Aspen Hill to Rockville,
MD.  The Red line currently serves this route but by virtue of going into
downtown D.C. and back, it takes too long and is very crowded in the
D.C. portions.  The Purple line will reduce congestion from this source
within D.C. and be much more convenient for Marylanders.

I support the Purple line.  Funding should be taken from the ICC,
because the ICC adds to total traffic and increases traffic on local roads
starting in some year before 2030 according to the traffic studies done
for the ICC FEIS.



 - RECORD #1020 DETAIL
First Name : Gardner G.
Last Name : Peckham
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GARDNERPECKHAM@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

At a time when our President risks tarnishing his legacy by undermining
longstanding protection of our national parks and forests in the waning
days of his Administration, you, our elected officials have it in your power
to preserve or destroy a unique recreational treasure in my
neighborhood.  Among other things, it will be a test of your wisdom and
restraint and how you decide to act will be remembered for a very long
time.  Your first responsibility is to do no harm.  Destroying the Capital
Crescent Trail would be irreversible and tragic and you can and must
prevent that from happening.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Gardner G. Peckham
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2677 DETAIL
First Name : Hope
Last Name : Peek
Business Name :
Address : 8717 Susanna Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : HOPEANDERICPEEK@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

We know how important it is to implement some kind of transportation
alternative with the cost of gas, traffic, etc, but isn't it the purpose of  a
transportation system to connect all lines?  These ideas of Rapid Bus
Transit and Light Rail seem costly in the long run and could eventually
be white elephants.  A suggestion of a BRT System running adjacent to
an elementary school does not make any sense for the safety of the
children or benefitting the environment.   I think it would be more useful
to use the buses we already have in place, make these buses WiFi and
environmentally friendly, and dedicate some traffic lanes to these buses.
Until there are adequate funds in the budget for the purple line to be put
under the ground where possible and when MD can purchase the last
segment of the Metro, then and only then, should we implement a purple
line.

Just as New York City preserved Central Park, which has brought
prosperity to the city, our Parks can provide that for us here in the
Washington Metropolitan area.  The endless number of people who use
the trails daily, and annual activities such as the Montgomery County 1/2
marathon is what bring the communitities together, particularly in tough
economic times that we are experiencing now.  With budget deficits of
1.8 billion in Montgomery County that was reported on the news today,
how can we take away the pleasure of a walk in the park, and justify
giving the money to development?  The people pushing for the purple
line are the people involved in development, not transportation.  I have
lived in this neighborhood for 10 years now, and we only hear about the
development of the Chevy Chase Land Company when people refer to
the Purple Line.

Please, think it through, we demand a better purple line for the long haul,
not for development, not a light rail trail to coincide with parks and
recreation, but for a purple line that will connect to existing metro, so that
all metro lines can eventually be inter-connected in the Washington
Metropolitan area.



 - RECORD #3375 DETAIL
First Name : Lara
Last Name : Peirce
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : lara.peirce@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Your maps make it impossible to know where the proposed line will

travel.  The main map is from too far a distance without sufficient detail
to see which streets it will run along.  Do you have any better maps
available?



 - RECORD #1306 DETAIL
First Name : Constance
Last Name : Pena
Business Name :
Address : 8410 Cedar Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Constance Pena, C-O-N-S-T-A-N-C-E, last name P-E-N-A.
8410 Cedar Street, silver Spring, Maryland 20910.

First, I would just like to say that I feel you all picked a very bad time for
this important hearing in Silver Spring. Many people are out of town or
are busy getting ready for Thanksgiving or to prepare to go out of town.

It seems like a strategic move to make sure that as few people as
possible were able to respond to this.

I live 50 feet from where the purple line station is planned on Wayne and
Cedar Streets. I'm against an above ground rail line running down
Wayne Avenue.

The disruption of the traffic on Wayne and the surrounding streets, the
increased noise and the lights make this a very inappropriate option for a
neighborhood of detached single family homes.

There will have to be some sort of apparatus to stop the traffic and the
trains, bells, lights, signaling the train coming, and for people living
adjacent to this line, that will be very disruptive, unattractive and noisy.

Montgomery County has created in Silver Spring a city type
development in the middle of a very stable community of detached
single family homes.

The tall, unattractive buildings and lights that are never extinguished at
night have ruined this community. Yes, people wanted amenities, but
noone was prepared or informed of the huge loss and quality of life that
Silver Spring now has.

Loss of open space, loss of open air space, loss of tree canopy,
increased noise, traffic, loss of darkness at night, has negatively
changed this community.

While I support public transportation in Maryland, the better option is to
run the line out 29 to Four Corners and then over to Langley Park and
Prince George's County.

I would like to add that your pictures showing buses and rail lines in
communities, nice big pictures like in Montpellier, France, I would like to
add that those are cities. They are not running through neighborhoods of
single detached homes.

Running the line out 29 to Four Corners, at least that way there I an
opportunity serve some of the people in the Route 29 areas and a line
out 29 could go at a later date.

Unless you're a planner that isn't paying attention, there are a mile long
stream of cars three lanes wide every morning and every rush hour out
Route 29.

So why Montgomery County and Maryland is putting time and money
into a system that does nothing to address this traffic is beyond me.
Better plan and system could be done that addresses this traffic
problem. Thank you.



 - RECORD #882 DETAIL
First Name : J. Aaron
Last Name : Pendergrass
Business Name :
Address : 48 Oswego Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line will finally make the metro a viable means of general

transportation.  The existing infrastructure is focused on the task of
moving people in and out of the city, but areas such as college park,
silver spring, and bethesda are no longer the peripheral suburbs they
were when the system was first designed.   A good solution (rail) to the
mass transit needs will serve these communities for decades;  a
compromise solution (brt) will barely provide the services we need today
and by the time it is complete will likely be completely inadequate.  We
need a real purple line.



 - RECORD #470 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Pendergrass
Business Name :
Address : 730 Dartnouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : JAYPENDERGRASS@STARPOWER.NET



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS

SUBMITTED BY : John Pendergrass, 730 Dartmouth Ave, Silver Spring,
MD 20910

Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
only if it is *_tunneled under downtown Silver Spring and Wayne
Avenue_*
through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse
impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the community in what otherwise
will likely be the slowest and ineffective segment of the project. There
is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (discussed further in my comments
below)
tending to show that it is feasible to design a system with tunneling
for this segment as to be cost effective for federal funding approval
and to improve the ridership, travel time, and user benefit hours – for
a cost significantly lower than the high-investment light rail
alternative that MTA has assessed. Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the
many adverse impacts of a surface route for this segment.

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS. What follows
is a complete version of my comments on the AA/DEIS, which, due to
the
time limit, I had to truncate in my oral testimony given at the November
22 public hearing at Montgomery College in Takoma Park.

> I am John Pendergrass, 730 Dartmouth Avenue, Silver Spring. I live
one
> block from both Wayne Avenue and the Silver Spring Central Business
> District.
>
> I have practiced environmental law for almost 30 years, advising the
> government and parties of all interests. I have drafted and reviewed
> Environmental Impact Statements and based on my experience with
them
> this one is inadequate. It is presents contradictory information,
> undocumented conclusions, and flawed analyses. It fails to adequately
> assess adverse impacts, as required, and does not even identify a
> number of impacts that MTA has mentioned to the community. Thus it
> does not meet its purpose of informing the public and decision makers.
>
> For example, page 2-4 contains the only paragraph to discuss why
MTA
> did not fully study a tunnel, which the community had asked for under
> Wayne Avenue for only a half mile from Cedar Street to Mansfield
Road,
> extending a tunnel under the downtown which MTA was already
studying.
>
>     * The report says that a tunnel would have major adverse impacts
>       to the residences on the south side of Wayne Avenue due to the
>       fact that a tunnel portal would require widening of the roadway



>       at that point, resulting in shrinking front yards and retaining
>       walls. What the report does not say is that the widening for the
>       portal ramp would be for a length of about 350 – 400 feet,
>       compared with a half mile on Wayne between Fenton Street and
>       Sligo Creek Parkway if the surface route would be built. Many
>       more homes would be impacted by shrinking front yards and
>       retaining walls by a surface route than by a tunnel, and other
>       adverse impacts of the surface route would be eliminated. The
>       AA/DEIS ignores or understates virtually all adverse impacts of
>       a surface route on Wayne. Moreover, nowhere in the entire
>       AA/DEIS or the technical reports is there any mention of the
>       adverse impacts on the downtown and the neighborhood, other
than
>       so-called “visual effects,” of a tunnel portal at Wayne and Cedar.
>
>     * The report says the widening for a tunnel portal would take
>       property from Sligo Creek Park, but ignores the fact that the
>       surface route will also require widening Wayne Avenue for a
>       425-foot-long left-turn lane, and its phasing in will take
>       property from the Park.
>
>     * The report says a tunnel would result in an expensive
>       underground station at Dale Drive, there would no travel time
>       benefits, and ridership without a Dale station would be lower.
>       It says the tunnel would not be cost effective. But, the
>       community asked for a tunnel under Wayne only as far as
>       Mansfield, not a station for a low-density neighborhood, with
>       other stations nearby. Most important, figures released by MTA
>       after the DEIS came out demonstrate there are ways to do hybrid
>       routes – or medium investment light rail, with tunneling – that
>       are cost effective and improve travel times and ridership
>       significantly, even without stations at Dale and Fenton Street,
>       which the community does not want. With a surface route still on
>       Wayne, but the removal of stations at both Fenton Street and
>       Dale the results were as follows: Travel time, user benefit
>       hours, and ridership all improved over the medium-investment
>       light rail alternative. In fact, where MTA had told the
>       community earlier that 2,375 riders would be lost by eliminating
>       stations at Fenton and Dale, this hybrid increased ridership by
>       2,100 riders. Most encouraging, the cost effectiveness for this
>       hybrid was only 7 cents above that for medium investment light
rail.
>
> We in the neighborhood have every reason to believe that if unbiased
> analyses are conducted for a properly designed tunnel under Wayne
for
> the additional half mile to Mansfield and without the unnecessary and
> unwanted station at Dale, ridership and travel times will improve
> somewhat more, and that the cost effectiveness will remain in the
> acceptability range required for federal funding.
>
> We think MTA made a mistake in not studying the extended Wayne
Avenue
> tunnel. The State and County can correct this error and work with the
> community to build a Purple Line that is tunneled under both the
> downtown and Wayne Avenue thus minimizing adverse impacts.
>
Thank you,
John Pendergrass



 - RECORD #1242 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Pendergrass
Business Name :
Address : 730 Danmouth Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : John Pendergrass, J-O-H-N, P-E-N-D-E-R-G-R-A-S-S. I live one block
from both Wayne Avenue and downtown Silver Spring. I have practiced
environmental law for almost 30 years, advising the government and
parties of all interests.

I have drafted and reviewed environmental impact statements. Based on
my experience with them, this one is inadequate. It presents
contradictory information, undocumented conclusions and flawed
analysis.

It fails to adequately assess the adverse impacts as required and does
not even identify a number of impacts that MTA has mentioned to the
community. Thus, it does not meet its purpose of informing the public
and decision makers.

For example, page 2-4 contains the only paragraph to discuss why MTA
did not fully study a tunnel which the community had asked for under
Wayne Avenue for only a half mile from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.

The report says a tunnel would have major adverse impacts on the
residences on the south side of Wayne Avenue because a tunnel portal
would require widening of the roadway at that point, resulting in
shrinking front yards and retaining walls.

What the report does not say is that widening for the portal ramp would
be the length of about 400 feet compared with a half mile on Wayne
Avenue between Fenton and Sligo Creek Parkway if the surface route
was built.

Many more homes would be impacted by shrinking front yards and
retaining walls by a surface route than by a tunnel. Other adverse
impacts of the surface route would be eliminated.

The DEIS ignores or understates or understates virtually all adverse
impacts on the surface route on Wayne, and nowhere in the DEIS or the
technical reports is there any mention of the adverse impacts on the
downtown and the neighborhood.

The report says widening for a tunnel portal would take property from
Sligo Creek Park but ignores the fact that the surface route would also
require widening Wayne Avene for a 425-foot long left-turn lane and its
phasing in will take property from a park.

The report says the tunnel would result in expensive underground
station at Dale Drive. There would be no travel time benefits and
ridership without a Dale Station would be lower.

But a community asks for a tunnel under Wayne only as far as
Mansfield, not a station for a low density neighborhood with other
stations nearby.

Most important, figures released by MTA after the DEIS came out
demonstrate there are ways to do a hybrid route that are cost effective
and improve travel times and ridership significantly without stations at
Dale and Fenton.

A tunnel downtown alone without those two stations actually results in a
more efficient purple line with more than 2,000 additional riders.

We have every reason to believe that if unbiased analyses are
conducted for a properly designed tunnel under Wayne Avenue for the
additional half mile to Mansfield, ridership and travel times will improve



and cost- effectiveness will remain in the acceptability range required for
federal funding.

We think MTA made a mistake in not studying the extended Wayne
Avenue tunnel. The state and county can correct this error and work with
the community to build a purple line that is tunneled under both
downtown and Wayne Avenue and minimizing adverse impacts. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #1443 DETAIL
First Name : Maya
Last Name : Penina
Business Name :
Address : 4321 Rosedale Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Penina Maya, P-E-N-I-N-A, M-A-Y-A. I speak on behalf of myself as an
individual, although I'm also a member of the Committee of Rethinking
the Purple Line, an organization that represents 18 local communities.

The Capitol Crescent Trail is a beloved park and irreplaceable urban
forest. My family chose to live in east Bethesda largely because of the
close proximity to downtown Bethesda and access to the glorious
hiker/biker trail.

We regularly enjoy riding our bikes into town with our children rather
than driving and parking on crowded streets. The bike path is both
transportation and recreation to us and to countless others in the
Metropolitan area.

Opposition to building a railway on the Georgetown Branch of the trail is
held by an enormous number of citizens from all across this region.
Despite the misleading assertion of the Washington Post editor's last
Sunday who implied that only a small group from Chevy Chase is acting
to protect our trail. I saw firsthand the broad base support that we have
coming from all across the region, Maryland, Virginia and D.C., when I
was involved in a recent petition drive to save the trail.

We easily gathered nearly a thousand new signatures in just one
weekend and many people were astonished to learn that 17 acres of
mature forest are slated to be clear cut to make way for the trains or
buses. Meanwhile, the most urgent transportation need of our
community and our Bethesda area, that of BRAC, the expanding military
medical complex remains an unsolved transportation challenge.

I grew up in Washington, D.C. and have lived in Western Europe,
Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia, as well as in New
York City. Every great city worldwide has great public spaces and parks.
As downtown Bethesda continues to develop and grow, a priority of ours
must be to preserve the few and precious green spaces we still enjoy,
the Capitol Crescent Trail, our irreplaceable urban forest, chief among
them.

I have been involved in planning for a wonderful, small park at
Woodmont East, the green space at the heart of downtown Bethesda,
next to the bike path tunnel. Real estate developers and representatives
of local communities have worked cooperatively to design a park that will
meet the needs of our local community and visitors to the area. If the
bike path tunnel becomes a train station as proposed and tail tracks
extend into Woodmont East as proposed, the security and maintenance
requirements of the trains will have a negative effect on the atmosphere
of the small, urban park and the surrounding city street scape. It will be
both unsafe and unpleasant for visitors to have trains prepared and
maintained at the heart of our small town center.

The plans for transit on the trail were established decades ago, before
the community established this bike path as a well loved park which ten
thousand people use weekly. I have met with middle school students
who reported that dozens of their friends travel by bike to school each
day, via the trail, avoiding the crowded rush hour streets. This is true,
too, for countless Metro area commuters.

Many of us would not be inclined to use the trail once the huge shade
trees are gone, the temperature rises by 20 degrees, possibly, and trains
rush by just a few feet from the bikers and houses. Okay.

Please help us preserve this trail for generations to come. Once it's
gone, we can never replace it.



 - RECORD #1901 DETAIL
First Name : Eileen Penner and
Last Name : Daniel Ritter
Business Name :
Address : 8815 Bellwood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : EPENNER@MAYERBROWN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We use the Capital Crescent Trail almost every week to walk or bike
with our family and friends.  The trail and the trees and foliage that
surround it are some of the key reasons we moved to and love
Bethesda.  The pending plan to turn it into a light rail would destroy the
tranquility of the trail and uproot many of the trees.  There has already
been too much destruction of green space in our area.  Please vote no
on the plan to put light rail on the trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2640 DETAIL
First Name : Sandra
Last Name : Pereira
Business Name :
Address : 2307 Dexter Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : SANDRA.PEREIRA@MNCPPC-MC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2531 DETAIL
First Name : Rodolfo
Last Name : Perez
Business Name :
Address : 6 Manor Spring Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : RODOLFOPEREZ@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:
I understand the Montgomery County Planning Department staff has
endorser the medium Light Rail option using the Master Plan alignment
and I am writing to express my support for many of the conclusions of
the staff. I understand that The Planning Board reviewed the project’s
environmental report this week and that the County Executive will be
issuing a statement on the project soon thereafter, with the Council
taking a position on January 27th.
Specially, I support the following conclusions of the planning staff:

Only light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy passenger
loads foreseen for the Purple Line.

Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;

Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including parallel
routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on Bethesda and
Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the CSX right of
way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring; aim for a 12 ft trail width
wherever feasible since a trail along the tramway will be as popular as
the trail west of Bethesda;

Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library;

I also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the federal Stimulus
program being currently developed.
I hope that you will join me in exhorting Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.



 - RECORD #1591 DETAIL
First Name : hans
Last Name : perkasa
Business Name :
Address : 1907 winexburg ct
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : purple line would be awesome and it would benefit the community in

many ways.



 - RECORD #748 DETAIL
First Name : Emily
Last Name : Perkins
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EMILYDPERKINS@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I believe we need a Light Rail, not a bus, for Maryland.  Connecting
Bethesda and New Carrollton, and all the places in between, would take
polluting cars off the roads, ease traffic congestion, and make life easier
for so many Maryland residents.  I would appreciate all efforts towards
this end.

Thank you,
Emily Perkins



 - RECORD #96 DETAIL
First Name : Fletcher
Last Name : Perkins
Business Name :
Address : 4200 Clagett Rd
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address : fletcher.perkins@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a commuter from PG county to Bethesda.  I deal with beltway traffic

every day.  It is a 9 mile stretch that can take 50 minutes to travel.

I commute with my wife but we appear to be the only vehicle with more
than one person in it on the beltway.  Something obviously needs to be
done.

All routes whether travelling the beltway or East-West highway are
equally conjested.  Therefore I am highly sceptical of a bus route
solution.  Unless the bus travelled a dedicated route and stops were
limitted this mode of transit would take too long and would encourage
commuters like my wife and I to continue driving.  At least in the car we
have the relative comfort of our own space, radio etc.  Additionally actual
commuting times on a bus are unlikely to be benefitted after parking and
waiting for the bus.  Political demands for more bus stops may slow the
route over time.



 - RECORD #1830 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Perl
Business Name :
Address : 5704 Lenox Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : MATTHEW.PERL@WWFUS.ORG



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The plan to construct the new Purple Line route along the Capital
Crescent Trail’s Georgetown branch will spell the demise for one of the
area’s greatest recreational assets and green spaces.  Surely, an
alternative route can be found that will allow for a better balance in
meeting needs for expansion of public transportation while fostering the
quality of life for our diverse community.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Matthew Perl



 - RECORD #1496 DETAIL
First Name : Lori & Lee
Last Name : Hellkamp & Perla
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LAHELLKAMP2@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

We are residents of Silver Spring and wish to express our support for the
purple line.  We prefer the light rail option to the alternative options being
considered (bus, etc.).

Thanks very much,

Lori Hellkamp & Lee Perla



 - RECORD #180 DETAIL
First Name : Rebecca
Last Name : Perring
Business Name :
Address : 4000 Albemarle St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : REBECCA@SMARTERGROWTH.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line and request that my comments
be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Perring
4000 Albemarle St NW
Suite 310
Washington, DC 20016



 - RECORD #390 DETAIL
First Name : Cheryl
Last Name : Perry
Business Name :
Address : 8708 Irvington Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : CPERRYH@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Cheryl Perry
8708 Irvington Ave
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20817

301-530-5423



 - RECORD #3275 DETAIL
First Name : Jacqueline
Last Name : Persons
Business Name :
Address :
City : New Carrollton
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jqecontact@email.com
Submission Content/Notes : I live in New Carrollton. The purple line will certainly cut down the

amount of cars on the road during rush hour traffic, and reduce the traffic
accidents.  I am afraid while crossing the Riverdale during rush hour
because of the speed of the cars roaring up to Rt 450. The addition of
traffic lights and repaving the intersection of the two roads has not
reduced the speed of the cars. The monthly speed trap is sorely missed
on Riverdale Road. A viable alternative to driving is much needed. It will
also reduce the mad traffic from Silver Spring to Bethesda which is just
as heavy and dangerous.

It will reduce the congestion on the F4. I realize that efforts have been
made to reduce the crush and they are very much appreciated. The
purple line is a more permanent solution. This will provide late night
service in the area. It will eliminate the need for the bus transfer from the
F4 to the J2 to get to Bethesda. It will provide additional weekend
access to the University of Maryland. The Shuttle buses provided by the
school are packed.

There has been major increase in the population in this area. The
population uses public transportation.  The Purple line will be heavily
used. It will improve the quality of living in this area by expanding our
transportation options to jobs and schools and colleges

Jacqueline Persons



 - RECORD #962 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Peterkofsky
Business Name :
Address : 4977 Battery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DONP@DONP.INFO



Submission Content/Notes : To:  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
6 Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

As residents in the area of the Capital Crescent Trail, we are shocked
and appalled to hear that a plan for a Purple Line in the vicinity of this
trail is under serious consideration.

We know that every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all
ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The intention of the trail and its surrounding area is to provide a refuge
of nature and quiet, and the Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural
beauty. If the Purple Line is built there, all of the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

In addition, the idea of parking, storing, and repairing the transit cars
outside the tunnel in downtown Bethesda is ludicrous - this is an area
that has undergone an incredible urban redevelopment and
revitalization, and changing that landscape by parking mass transit
vehicles 10 feet away from sidewalk cafes, ice cream parlors, and movie
theaters would have a significant negative impact on residents, business
owners, and the work that has been done to create a beautiful and
walkable urban community and town center.

Great urban areas have great parks and town centers. This irreplaceable
forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding
recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision, courage and common sense to put
transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this
region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.  There are a number of other
viable options that could be pursued and implemented that would make
use of existing or less impacted transit ways, without destroying a
valuable natural resource.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,
Don Peterkofsky

' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '

    don peterkofsky
    4977 battery lane  #1010
    bethesda md 20814
    301.654.1992 | 503.975.7470 (mobile)
    donp@donp.info



 - RECORD #50 DETAIL
First Name : Rafe
Last Name : Petersen
Business Name :
Address : 3200 Farmington Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : rafe.petersen@hklaw.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please add me to mailing list



 - RECORD #1506 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Peterson
Business Name :
Address : 6415 North Capitol St. NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I've lived in Takoma Park for the last 5 years and have been looking

forward to a rail purple line for all that time. I think it's very important for
the area to develop a rail transportation line. Thank you.



 - RECORD #878 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Peterson
Business Name :
Address : 4520 Cheltenham Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : peterson@si.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Please don't remove our green space running/biking/walking trail that

passes from Bethesda to Silver Spring (Georgetown Branch Trail).  I am
a long time user of this trail and it is one of the reasons I live in
Bethesda.  I use the trail daily for runs to and from the Rockcreek path.  I
hope you have attempted to determine the impact that you would have
on east Bethesda and environs.  The county should know that a new line
is deperately needed at NIH/Bethesda Naval Hospital and not in
downtown Bethesda.  A so-called "light rail" running along the
Georgetown Branch Trail will only benefit the contractor, his employees,
and politicians that support this measure.  It will not alleviate traffic
congestion in downtown Bethesda since it cannot carry enough riders.
Politicians and government officials need to objectively look at the needs
of our community rather than the immediate monetary gains in terms of
Federal funding and short-term economic stimulation.



 - RECORD #2976 DETAIL
First Name : Rosemary
Last Name : Peterson
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Park Crest Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Let Maryland lead in green

initiatives such as light rail. I am opposed to a "bus"- see rail as less
congestion.

Attachments : Comment Cards. Rosemary Peterson.pdf (90 kb)





 - RECORD #1747 DETAIL
First Name : Carol
Last Name : Petrash
Business Name :
Address : 3106 Edgewood Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : CPETRASH@EARTHLINK.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Govenor O'Malley and Maryland Transit Authority,
My husband and I regularly walk and bike on the Capital Crescent Trail
between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  We do so for recreation, to get to
school (we live in Kensington and teach in Bethesda), to go to the
movies or out for an ice cream, or just for fun!  We have been doing this
for years and campaigned for the opening of the tunnel under Wisconsin
Ave. and for the trestle over Rock Creek.  We donated money for this
endeavor as well.

It is hard to believe that the state is actually considering destoying this
recreational pathway by making it into yet another vehicle friendly east
west route through the downcounty area.  There are already lots of
roads running east and west in the area - East West Highway and Jones
Bridge Road being two which border the Capital Crescent Trail.
However, THERE ARE NO OTHER RECREATIONAL TRAILS THAT
TRAVERSE THIS AREA!!!  We always feel so happy when we can get
off the street and leave the traffic behind - one feels the possiblity of
peace and quiet, can move at a slower pace,  and can enjoy the sounds
of the birds and the wind in the trees.  It is re-creational in the highest
sense of the word and we can actually get where we need to go (to
work, shopping, visiting friends) in the most environmentally friendly way
possible.

It also seems so short sighted to use funds for a project such as this
which would greatly disturb very established neighborhoods and
irreparably damage and destroy mature trees, at a time when the
scientific community is recognizing their utmost importance, especially in
highly trafficed areas, in helping to combat global warming.  We
desparately need an east west link for our Metro system - a real Metro
Purple Line - to make the entire Metro system more user friendly and
efficient - perhaps even connecting MD to the Tysons Corner area.  I'm
sure that funds used for a project such as this would, though initially
being more costly, soon pay for themselves in increased ridership as the
system becomes more efficient and user friendly.  For example, it is
difficult for me to take the Red Line to Bethesda, as at present, it
involves going all the way down into DC and coming back out again.  A
purple line link would really make that trip more feasible.  Also, with the
upcoming closure of Walter Reed and the increasing denisty of
deveolpment at the Bethesda Naval Hospital and NIH, the Metro Purple
line would make much more sense as it would more easily move
workers to and from these employment centers.

Please don't make penny-wise pound-foolish decisions.  Our future, and
that of our children,  should include nature accessible, re-creational
spaces down county such as the Capital Crescent Trail and
transportation solutions  that will offer the most viable and efficient
options far into the future.

And please, don't make a decision about this trail if you haven't had the
opportunity to experience it's beauty first hand.  I routinely quietly give
thanks to  Justice William O. Douglas for having the foresight to walk the
C & O Canal (to which the Capital Crescent Trail connects!) so that he
could be inspired to work for its preservation. No one would now doubt
the wisdom in that decision.   I'd be happy to take you on a walk on the
Capital Crescent Trail anytime!



 - RECORD #2142 DETAIL
First Name : Carol
Last Name : Petrash
Business Name :
Address : 3106 Edgewood Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. C. Petrash.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #1464 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Petran
Business Name :
Address : 3106 Edgewood Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Jack Petrash, P-E-T-R-A-S-H. My address is 3106 Edgewood Road,

Kensington, Maryland, 20895. I can begin? I literally love going to work. I
really like my job but it's my commute that thrills me. It's the air in my
face, the fresh feel of the morning, the smell of pine needles, the deer
I've passed, the gold finches and the Baltimore Orioles that I've seen. I
love my ride to work because it's on a bike.

I started riding the Capitol Crescent Trail when my daughter was in
second grade. With her trailer bike safely attached behind me, we made
our way from our home in Kensington to the Waldorf School near
MacArthur Boulevard where I was a teacher and she was a student. We
loved our ride through downtown
Bethesda each morning, watching the delivery trucks unload and the
shops open. And we love watching the bike trail grow. We cheered when
they put the bridge over River Road and my wife breathed a sigh of
relief. We cheered again when they opened the tunnel under Wisconsin
Avenue and once more when the trail was connected with Silver Spring.
And as the bike trail was established, we saw it grow. To me, this was
another poignant example of build it and they will come.

Each morning I ride the trail and see students biking to Westland Middle
School and DCC High School. And as a teacher, I know they'll be more
alert and attentive in their morning classes. I pass joggers, roller bladers,
walkers of all ages, moms and dads with strollers and so many bicycle
commuters and I think of the savings. It's not just the savings in gas, not
just the reduction in car omissions, but the savings in thousands of
dollars in medical expenses made unnecessary because of healthy
exercise.

There is also the money saved in unneeded therapy because exercise
releases endorphins that make us feel better about our work and our
selves. In addition, there's the money saved in blood pressure and
cholesterol medications and anti- depressants. And
I'm sure in preventive surgeries.

I am so grateful for the Capitol Crescent Trail. At the end of each day
when I wait at the light to cross Connecticut Avenue and I look south
toward the steady stream of cars moving every so slowly up from the
district I feel deep satisfaction about my commute.

This trail has everything I need just as it is. It provides quiet time amidst
the trees, a protected
green space in the heart of our busy and sometimes stressful county.
The trail is perfect, except for one thing. I miss riding with my daughter,
who's now a sophomore in college. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2160 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Petrash
Business Name :
Address : 3106 Edgewood Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. J. Petrash.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #2784 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Petrash
Business Name :
Address : 3106 Edgewood Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : NOVAINSTITUTE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Council Members,

This is really a human question. It is about what is good for
individuals, not what is good for business.
The individuals who use the trail, love the trail. I certainly do.
I ride the trail to work every chance I get, rain (well, light rain) or
shine.
I see many of the same people on the trail each day walking, biking,
jogging.
For those individuals, like myself, this is an important part of what
makes my day go well.
The exercise makes me healthy and the exercise makes me sound
emotionally.
As I have seen fox, hawks, deer, goldfinches, orioles, and trees, so
many trees.
I know those trees will go, as will the wildlife if you build the trail.
In the recent Newsweek article, "Fifty Ways to Improve Your Life in
2009", biking to work
was listed as number 1. I can't believe that you are simply going to
remove the bike trail
when there are other ways to connect Silver Spring and Bethesda, some
more far sighted
than simply gutting the Capital Crescent.



 - RECORD #2519 DETAIL
First Name : Bette
Last Name : Petrides
Business Name : Citizens for a Better Bethesda
Address : 7518 Oldchester Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : bette@wildbird.com



Submission Content/Notes : Extended Testimony concerning the Purple Line for Bette Petrides
Citizens for a Better Bethesda
7518 Oldchester Road
Bethesda, MD 20817

301-320-9696
bette@wildbird.com

I would like to focus on several reasons why the choice of Light Rail for
the Purple Line is a poor option. These are Pollution, Energy
Inefficiency, Misleading/Inadequate information in the DEIS and
Problems in Bethesda arising from the current configuration. The LRT
simply does not make sense by the standards established in the DEIS. A
BRT works better by the DEIS's own standards.

Beyond that, if money becomes available, an ideal solution would be to
complete the Redline Loop as a Metro extended to Navy Medical in
Bethesda and begin rapid transit from the Shady Grove station.

Pollution:

The LRT needs coal-fired electricity, which is dirty and inefficient. County
buses run on natural gas, which is much cleaner and more efficient.

- Delivering 1 MBTU of energy to an LRT requires burning 3 MBTU of
coal, but only 1 MBTU of natural gas for a bus.
- Coal is filthy. The LRT emits 4 times as much carbon dioxide per mile
as the BRT.  Coal also emits hundreds of times as much mercury,
sulfuric acid, and particulates, and causes acid rain.
- Although proponents argue that new technology will deliver cleaner fuel
by 2030, major backers of the new technology are scaling back their
efforts in the field. (Post, D1)

The LRT is brown! It pollutes more than the cars it displaces!

- Whereas only 8 new passengers are required per BRT busload to reach
energy   savings resulting from not using their cars, the trains will always
generate more pollution than the cars they replace, even if completely
full. (Salzman)

Inefficiency:

- An LRT railcar gets half the mileage of a BRT bus.
- Because they are heavy and take much longer to brake and slow than
buses, LRT trains cannot be run close together.  This places restrictions
on numbers of passengers that can be transported per hour.  BRT
buses, however, can literally follow one another and thus carry more
passengers over time through the same space as can the LRT.
(Salzman)
- Road BRT is a flexible system that can serve sites throughout the
county, permitting expansion of rapid transit to Clarksburg, to
Germantown, to Navy Medical in Bethesda, and to Kentlands, as
necessary. The LRT is limited to stops along its track.
- Given current economic conditions affecting national, state and local
budgets, it is unlikely that money will be available for rail rapid transit for
the Corridor Cities Transit way anytime soon.
- DEIS numbers don't add up.  The LRT can only carry 1800 people per
hour (2400 with standees) but is supposed to carry 6000 per hour
to/from Bethesda at rush hour.  (Salzman)
- Traffic conditions are cited as reasons for using LRT over BRT,
however, one has to get to LRT before riding on it, requiring use of cars



and more parking, or time on buses, which would be more flexible in
their routes and could thus further reduce traffic.

Misleading/Inadequate information in the DEIS

- The DEIS does not consider the impact that BRAC will have in
Bethesda, nor the need of the area to mitigate BRAC through better
transit.
- Pictures used in the DEIS to presenting the argument for the LRT show
a single track, lined by deciduous trees, and rolling on grass. What is
being offered is two-tracked, and set in an industrial landscape.
Deciduous trees are unsuitable for use because their leaves can affect
the train track and interfere with transit movement.

Problems in Bethesda

     -     As Walter Reed is folded into the Naval Medical establishment,
the single biggest
traffic problem for Bethesda will be BRAC. In selecting to deal with
information
from three years previous to the report, the DEIS conveniently ignores
the existence and impact of BRAC on the community where roads and
intersections only just cope with current traffic..
     -     In doing so, it also ignores the needs of the thousands of service
people, many of
them handicapped, who will be served at the facility that need
convenient transportation that does not require them to drive.
- Parking the vehicles at the end of the rail tunnel in Bethesda currently
used by the
many pedestrians and bikers who use the Capital Crescent Trail is a
two-fold problem. One,  it will turn an area that is now the epitome of
William Whyte’s urban space into an industrial area. (Whyte)  As a
business owner, I also believe that it will have a negative impact on
businesses located in the area. Small businesses thrive in the
atmosphere Whyte outlined. Making the area look like a bus depot will
not enhance its atmosphere.

For these reasons, we should vote NO on the Purple Line LRT, save the
Capital Crescent Trail for those who now use it, and create a road transit
system using BRT that is environmentally sound, efficient and flexible
enough to serve the whole county.
Beyond that, if money becomes available we should seek to complete
the Red Line Loop of a Metro, end it at Navy Medical and pick up rapid
transit from the Shady Grove station of the Red Line.

Thank you.
Attachments : Petrides_Bette.pdf (12 kb)
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is a poor option. These are Pollution, Energy Inefficiency, Misleading/Inadequate 
information in the DEIS and Problems in Bethesda arising from the current 
configuration. The LRT simply does not make sense by the standards established in the 
DEIS. A BRT works better by the DEIS's own standards.  

Beyond that, if money becomes available, an ideal solution would be to complete the 
Redline Loop as a Metro extended to Navy Medical in Bethesda and begin rapid transit 
from the Shady Grove station.  

Pollution:
The LRT needs coal-fired electricity, which is dirty and inefficient. County buses 
run on natural gas, which is much cleaner and more efficient.

- Delivering 1 MBTU of energy to an LRT requires burning 3 MBTU of coal, but 
only 1 MBTU of natural gas for a bus.

- Coal is filthy. The LRT emits 4 times as much carbon dioxide per mile as the 
BRT.  Coal also emits hundreds of times as much mercury, sulfuric acid, and 
particulates, and causes acid rain. 

- Although proponents argue that new technology will deliver cleaner fuel by 2030, 
major backers of the new technology are scaling back their efforts in the field. 
(Post, D1)

The LRT is brown! It pollutes more than the cars it displaces! 

- Whereas only 8 new passengers are required per BRT busload to reach energy
savings resulting from not using their cars, the trains will always generate more 
pollution than the cars they replace, even if completely full. (Salzman)  

Inefficiency:
- An LRT railcar gets half the mileage of a BRT bus.
- Because they are heavy and take much longer to brake and slow than buses, LRT 

trains cannot be run close together.  This places restrictions on numbers of 
passengers that can be transported per hour. BRT buses, however, can literally 



follow one another and thus carry more passengers over time through the same 
space as can the LRT. (Salzman)

- Road BRT is a flexible system that can serve sites throughout the county, 
permitting expansion of rapid transit to Clarksburg, to Germantown, to Navy 
Medical in Bethesda, and to Kentlands, as necessary. The LRT is limited to stops 
along its track.

- Given current economic conditions affecting national, state and local budgets, it is 
unlikely that money will be available for rail rapid transit for the Corridor Cities 
Transit way anytime soon. 

- DEIS numbers don't add up.  The LRT can only carry 1800 people per hour (2400 
with standees) but is supposed to carry 6000 per hour to/from Bethesda at rush 
hour.  (Salzman) 

- Traffic conditions are cited as reasons for using LRT over BRT, however, one has 
to get to LRT before riding on it, requiring use of cars and more parking, or time 
on buses, which would be more flexible in their routes and could thus further 
reduce traffic.

Misleading/Inadequate information in the DEIS 

- The DEIS does not consider the impact that BRAC will have in Bethesda, nor the 
need of the area to mitigate BRAC through better transit.  

- Pictures used in the DEIS to presenting the argument for the LRT show a single 
track, lined by deciduous trees, and rolling on grass. What is being offered is two-
tracked, and set in an industrial landscape. Deciduous trees are unsuitable for use 
because their leaves can affect the train track and interfere with transit movement. 

Problems in Bethesda

     - As Walter Reed is folded into the Naval Medical establishment, the single biggest  
traffic problem for Bethesda will be BRAC. In selecting to deal with information 
from three years previous to the report, the DEIS conveniently ignores the 
existence and impact of BRAC on the community where roads and intersections 
only just cope with current traffic.. 

     -     In doing so, it also ignores the needs of the thousands of service people, many of  
them handicapped, who will be served at the facility that need convenient 
transportation that does not require them to drive. 

- Parking the vehicles at the end of the rail tunnel in Bethesda currently used by the
many pedestrians and bikers who use the Capital Crescent Trail is a two-fold 
problem. One,  it will turn an area that is now the epitome of William Whyte’s 
urban space into an industrial area. (Whyte)  As a business owner, I also believe 
that it will have a negative impact on businesses located in the area. Small 
businesses thrive in the atmosphere Whyte outlined. Making the area look like a 
bus depot will not enhance its atmosphere.  



For these reasons, we should vote NO on the Purple Line LRT, save the Capital Crescent 
Trail for those who now use it, and create a road transit system using BRT that is 
environmentally sound, efficient and flexible enough to serve the whole county.
Beyond that, if money becomes available we should seek to complete the Red Line Loop 
of a Metro, end it at Navy Medical and pick up rapid transit from the Shady Grove station 
of the Red Line.

Thank you.

.

Mufson, Steven, “Renewing Green Development,” The Washington Post 9 Jan. 2009: D1.

Salzman, David, spreadsheet Nov. 30, 2008, available to the public at Maryland Politics 
Watch Blog. 

Whyte, William H. The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces. Washington, D. C.: The

Conservation Foundation, 1980. 



 - RECORD #2045 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Petrides, Sr.
Business Name :
Address : 7518 Old Chester Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817-6163
Email Address : GPETRIDE@WILDBIRD.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, Congressman Chris Van Hollen, MTA Planning

Director Ratcliff, County Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council
President Andrews,

         County Council Members

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #545 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Petrisko
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NPETRISKO@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear County Executive and Council members,

It is a bit odd for me to contact you as a Montgomery County resident,
rather than my past role as executive director of BlackRock Center for
the Arts, but the Purple Line is an issue that I must speak out against.

The proposed light rail line on the capital crescent trail would severly
affect the lives of thousands of local residents and take away a precious
asset that helps make this county unique.  Although the moto "Purple
Line...A greener future" sounds great, in reality, it will sacrifice hundreds
of trees, compromise some of the county's oldest, most beautiful and
greenest neighborhoods, and potentially force more people into their
cars.

I use the trail every single day - for dog walking, shopping, and running.
My eldest son crosses this trail both to and from BCC High School and
my younger son safely rides his bike into Bethesda without ever having
to cross a street.  While we are on the trail, we often see neighbors and
meet new friends - it is in this quiet and protected surroundings that
residents feel as though they have a safe meeting place in the
community.  Many of our neighbors use this path to bike to work in the
District.  If this trail is converted to light rail, we will be pushed back into
our cars to run errands, go to school and head to work; children will have
one less option to get them from in front of video games, and neighbors
will be separated by a loud, very large and intrusive light rail to benefit
the companies that will build along the rail.

I understand the need to connect Silver Spring to the western part of the
county - this should have been done by Metro (underground) years ago.
However, please consider the Jones Bridge route more seriously.  This
route will be less intrusive, less costly, will preserve what little green we
have left in the county, and better serve the changing trends of
transportation needs.  Help keep Montgomery County a great place to
live and a model for other counties by serving the needs of all residents
while keeping the natural beauty in tact.

Respectfully,

Nancy E. Petrisko



 - RECORD #3107 DETAIL
First Name : Vivienne
Last Name : Philbin
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : vivknit@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Philbin 35440.pdf (76 kb)







 - RECORD #2051 DETAIL
First Name : Hannah
Last Name : Phillips
Business Name :
Address :
City : Roanoke
State : VA
Zip Code : 24014
Email Address : BEEVAZOIDMEISTER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My grandparents live in Arlington, VA and I visit them often.  Each time
that I visit, I try to ride on the Capital Cresent Trail.  It is so calming, yet
invigorating, and almost everyone riding, walking, or running it seems to
be at peace with the world.  The beauty of the trail is not seen elsewhere
in the city because of all the developments and public modes of
transportation.  There are other trails around that area to ride on, but
none that is quite as challenging or stretched through such a great piece
of land.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #773 DETAIL
First Name : Heather
Last Name : Phipps
Business Name :
Address : 9613 Dallas Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

I am also a supporter of the Purple Line because the DC metro area
needs more transit options that help reduce the use of car trips and
therefore contributes to the reduction of greenhouse gases and climate
change.



 - RECORD #1354 DETAIL
First Name : Wayne
Last Name : Phyillaier
Business Name :
Address : 12 Grace Church Court
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I'm Wayne Phyillaier. That is W-A-Y-N-E, P-H-Y-I-L-L-A-

I-E-R. I've lived in Woodside, Silver Spring for over 20 years. I support
building the Purple Line light rail and completing the Capitol Crescent
Trail. I look forward to having a 7-minute trip on light rail from the 16th
Street station nearest my home to downtown Bethesda that the medium
or high options would give. Purple Line light rail would make my
neighborhood more liveable and attractive by bringing efficient transit.

The Purple Line would also complete the Capitol Crescent Trail through
my neighborhood and into downtown Silver Spring. I take strong
exception to a statement made earlier that we could just go ahead and
finish the trail without the Purple Line. I've been deeply involved in trail
advocacy to complete the Capitol Crescent Trail for over 10 years. I've
been on the board of the coalition for the Capitol Crescent Trail during
that period, I've served on the Master Plan advisory group for north
Silver Spring Master Plan.

I've served on the Trail Facility Plan Advisory Group for Park and
Planning, and I've served on the Silver Spring transportation
committees, transportation sub-committee to the advisory group. It is
extremely unlikely we will ever see the trail come into Silver Spring as a
good quality off-road trail without the Purple Line because we need CSX
right-of-way in several critical places, in particular, to get across 16th
Street and to get across Colesville Road and to get through that area
that I refer to as the Littensville/Rosemary Hills Bermuda Triangle. If we
don't have the Purple Line, we have very, very slim prospects of ever
negotiating a right-of-way from a CSX rail corridor.

Completing the CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL into downtown Silver
Spring alongside light rail as a full-width paved, off-road trail with a good
buffer separating the trail from transit and with grade separated
crossings of busy highways like Colesville Road and 16th Street and
Connecticut Avenue, is not the devastation of the trail claimed by Purple
Line opponents.

Finishing the trail would be the fulfillment of the potential of the trail to
serve Silver Spring neighborhoods, to provide a complete, high quality
connection between Bethesda and downtown Silver Spring and to
complete the regional trail network in lower Montgomery County.

The Washington Area Bicyclists Association recognizes this and issued
a press release yesterday endorsing completing the trail alongside the
Purple Line light rail.
8 I'd like to conclude by pointing out that U.S. Census Bureau data
shows there are as many people living in Silver Spring east of the trestle
close to the proposed future Capitol Crescent Trail as now live near the
Capitol Crescent Trail in Bethesda and Chevy Chase communities. It
would be a gross social injustice not to complete the trail because we do
not want to ask people in a few small neighborhoods to make a
reasonable accommodation. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2239 DETAIL
First Name : Wayne
Last Name : Phyillaier
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny.W. Phyillaier.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #2223 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Picard
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PICARM@HOLYCROSSHEALTH.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Our family of 5 uses the Capital Crescent trail at least 2-3 x/week for
recreation--walking, running and biking.  In this part of increasingly-
congested Montgomery County, there is nothing else like it.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2055 DETAIL
First Name : Suzanne and Matthew
Last Name : Picard
Business Name :
Address : 4400 Bramber Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SUZANNEPICARD@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring is
extremely important to my family. Two of my children use it to get to their
schools (Westland Middle and Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School),
and the entire family uses it to bike and run.

If the Purple Line is built here, I will constantly worry about my children's
safety. Environmentally, it will be a disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. The congestion and development
that will transform Connecticut Avenue into another Friendship Heights
area is a nightmare that we can avoid!  Please keep our neighborhood
safe and green and say NO to the Purple Line.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3265 DETAIL
First Name : Pedro
Last Name : Piccardo
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : This letter is to support the construction of the "Purple Line."The

Washington DC Metro System is in urgent need for a line to connect
"directly" Bethesda, Silver Spring, and University of Maryland.

Attachments : Pedro_Piccardo.pdf (14 kb)





 - RECORD #285 DETAIL
First Name : Dante
Last Name : Picchioni
Business Name :
Address : 13631 Colgate Way
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : If we want to reduce our dependency on foreign oil, we need fewer

roads and more rails.



 - RECORD #414 DETAIL
First Name : Dante
Last Name : Picchioni
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : dantepicchioni@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern,

The reason I support the Purple Line is if we want to reduce our
dependency on foreign oil, we need fewer roads and more rails.

Sincerely,

Dante Picchioni
Silver Spring, MD



 - RECORD #2306 DETAIL
First Name : Dante
Last Name : Picchioni
Business Name :
Address : 13631 Colgate Way, Apt 923
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Picchioni_Dante.pdf (47 kb)





 - RECORD #626 DETAIL
First Name : Terri
Last Name : Pick
Business Name :
Address :
City : Montgomery County
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TERRIPICK@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My commute begins and ends every morning from the Shady Grove

Metro Station. To get there I drive along 370. I am amazed and
disheartened to see the continued work taking place to build a $14
round-trip TOLL road that won't even alleviate congestion (the ICC).

I am even more amazed at the suggestion of buses as a 'purple line.'
And how a 'red line' up in Baltimore can compare to the number of
people helped and congestion alleviated...well, I'd like to see the
scientific study.

Aside from initial cost, how can anyone say 'no' to the careful growth and
benefits that an energy/environment-conscious Purple Line will bring to
our state?

I signed the PurpleLineNOW.com petition in October.

Thank you,

Terri Pick, Montgomery County Resident



 - RECORD #214 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Pickar
Business Name : self
Address : 4915 Dorset Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : cpickar@gwu.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Is it possible for me to testify on the 18th as a pro-purple line person?  I

am an elected official, but did not sign up to speak.  I would be
representing myself, not the town of somerset on which I am an elected
council member.



 - RECORD #547 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : pickar
Business Name :
Address : 4915 Dorset Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CPICKAR@GABRIELPHARMA.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Authority Officials,

I am writing, as a Chevy Chase resident, IN FAVOR of the light rail
purple line to come into Bethesda.  I use the Crescent trail and am an
avid biker.  But, I see noe reason why the two uses cannot coexist.  It's
critical that we choose the mass transit that will get the largest number of
cars off of the roads, which appears to be the Purple  Line light rail, both
because it carries more people and perhaps, most importantly, is a
convenient one-ride transit.

In addition, as someone who frequently visits U. of Maryland and whose
daughters attend concerts and lectures there, I am particulary excited
that I would not have to drive on the beltway to get to U. Maryland nor
would future teenagers need to drive on the beltway to get to the
university (too late for my teenagers).  The university is such a rich
resource for our citizens and it is a bonus that something so
environmentally correct also opens up the state's resource to  a much
broader audience.

Sincerely,

Catherine Pickar
4915 Dorset Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #42 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Pickering
Business Name : Industrial Info Resources
Address : 2277 Plaza Drive
City : Sugar Land
State : TX
Zip Code : 77479
Email Address : dpickering@industrialinfo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Interested in receiving information on this project as it becomes

availiable and would like to be placed on any and all mailing/e-mail lists



 - RECORD #522 DETAIL
First Name : Grace and Brad
Last Name : Palladino and Piepmeier
Business Name :
Address : 4524 N. Chelsea Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : PALLADIN20814@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As regular users of the Georgetown Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail

we write to express our opposition to plans to run the Purple Line –
either as a light rail or a bus line – along this beautiful and well-used
green space.

In an area like Bethesda, which is growing more urban every day, the
trail offers a rare opportunity to walk or ride bicycles in a serene, tree-
shaded, area.  We are always amazed and pleased to see how many
different groups enjoy the trail – there are elderly residents sitting on
benches relishing the peace and quiet, there are young families pushing
baby carriages, there are children riding bikes equipped  with training
wheels, as well as adults getting some much-needed exercise or using
the trail to bike to work or to shop in downtown Bethesda.  Snowfalls are
particularly wonderful on the trail, especially for those who enjoy cross-
country skiing.

We understand the importance of public transportation – one of us
doesn't even drive!  But the proposed Purple Line will not solve the
region’s long-term transportation needs, will not directly connect both
arms of Metro’s Red Line, will not reduce pollution, and will result in the
loss of some 4,000 trees and the destruction of a well-used trail and a
naturally beautiful recreation area.

Given current state and federal budget deficits, we hope you will
consider improving existing bus service (like the J1 and J4 which both
offer efficient and reliable service between Silver Spring and Medical
Center, and Bethesda and College Park) before investing tax payer
funds in a project that will help developers more than it will benefit the
community.

Sincerely,

Grace Palladino and Brad Piepmeier

4524 N. Chelsea Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #3002 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea G.
Last Name : Pinckney
Business Name :
Address : 5011 56th Place
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : Kelly, Joyce_Pinckney, Andrea.pdf (47 kb)





 - RECORD #1159 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Pinto
Business Name : University Landing Tenant' Association
Address : 1028 Univeristy Blvd.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Laura Pinto, L-A-U-R-A, P-I-N-T-O.

The reason I'm here is because we are seeing the necessity of public
transportation. But I also see the effect that it may cause over the
Hispanic community when it comes to the increase in rents, when it
comes to the apartments and the local businesses.

These houses, the people that rent like me worry about this. I don't know
how much effects that will have when it comes to the increasing rent
when it is about the public transportation. That's all. Thank you very
much.



 - RECORD #1388 DETAIL
First Name : Denise
Last Name : Pirnia
Business Name :
Address : 4074 Adams Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. I think this is a great idea.

It will solve a lot of commuting and congestion problems.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Norma Torres.pdf (64 kb)





 - RECORD #181 DETAIL
First Name : Mark A
Last Name : Pirone
Business Name :
Address : 3700 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MPIRONE@C2C-INC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a Trail user.  I run on the trail every day.  My family of five uses the

trail for exercise and transportation at least once a week.  The trail also
runs along the back of our neighborhood.

More than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week.  By the year 2030 (the
year for which MTA's Purple Line Ridership estimates are projected), all
of our Trails will be dangerously overcrowded.

Currently, Trail users of all ages walk and bike on the Trail.  It will not be
safe to have high speed bikers, dog walkers, families with small children,
and the elderly, strolling and biking, passing in two directions, within a
10' wide sidewalk, about 10' from trains passing by every three minutes.

I urge you to build the Purple Line somewhere other than along the
Capital Crescent Trail.

All of the beautiful trees that currently shade the Trail would be
bulldozed -- to level the narrow berm that the Trail runs on now -- in
order to squeeze in the two sets of tracks for a Purple Line.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would be distressed to see
this natural Trail degraded and the surrounding mature forest destroyed
for a light rail Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources – including our mature
trees and natural trails – by putting the Purple Line either underground
or in another location.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Pirone

3700 Cardiff Road

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #3075 DETAIL
First Name : Lynn
Last Name : Pivik
Business Name :
Address : 5108 Balian Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Pivik 34956.pdf (250 kb)











 - RECORD #2384 DETAIL
First Name : Stuart and Laura
Last Name : Plank
Business Name :
Address : 4221 Everett Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SMPLANK@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #672 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 3711  Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EDWARD.V.PLATIA@MEDSTAR.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To my esteemed, elected representatives--

  While I may have been silent in the past, the time has come for me to
verbalize my vigorous support of the Crescent Trail in its present form,
and to vigorously oppose the surface light rail line currently being
considered. I have been proud of my state and county elected officials,
and been pleased that sensible heads always seem to prevail. But here,
I am beginning to have grave concerns that this proposal for the surface
rail through our Chevy Chase neighborhood is being considered
seriously. I need not repeat the major concerns that have been brought
forth--they have already been well articulated. I would emphasize the
irreversible risk of losing forever this bit of green space that we have
come to love, and the deleterious impact it would have on quiet
neighborhood. Furthermore, it does not even address the BRAC traffic
issue, one that is of major concern to us.
It seem clear that a dedicated busway that is routed through the medical
center, presumably on Jones Mill, would be by far the most cost effective
option and would preseve our beloved trail, which should remain
untouched.
I would appreciate your careful consideration on this very important
matter.

Edward V. Platia, MD
Director, Cardiac Arrhythmia Center
Washington Hospital Center
Professor of Medicine
Georgetown University School of Medicine
Washington, DC
Tel. 202-877-7685

Home address: Edward & Rose Platia
                3711 Cardiff Road
                Chevy Chase, MD 20815
                Tel. 301-951-4347



 - RECORD #2625 DETAIL
First Name : Edward V.
Last Name : Platia, MD
Business Name :
Address : 3711 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EVPLATIA@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To my elected officials:

While I am nearly always supportive of the reasoned and generally
excellent management of county affairs, I am currently quite concerned
with a possible light rail line alongside our neighborhood hiker-biker trail.
I feel strongly that light rail would serious harm our neighborhoods, and
that other options, such as a bus option via the Naval Hospital/Jones
Bridge, would help with BRAC traffic as well as be more fiscally sound. If
light rail is mandatory, I think it should be done properly and be
underground in the Bethesda/Chevy Chase area.



 - RECORD #1470 DETAIL
First Name : Rose
Last Name : Platia
Business Name :
Address : 3711 Cardriff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Rose, R-O-S-E, Platia, P-L-A-T-I-A. And I live here in Chevy

Chase, have been a resident around 22 years. I live near Connecticut
and East-West Highway. And I'd just like to point out that we're, we are
very congested there and I just can't imagine that many people coming
down from Silver Spring to Bethesda or going from Bethesda to Silver
Spring anyway. We have inadequate roads but we also, we don't have
enough money in this county. Have you noticed the debt lately? I would
just give off these main talking points.

Number one, with the Purple Line, it does not solve the main problem of
traffic congestion and may delay other solutions that would.

Number two, it is not cost-effective. It is well known around this country
that all of these light rail facilities, they're under-ridden and you see it
time and again and I've seen it up in Baltimore City where they built it for
the Hopkins people and the thing goes up and down the road and there's
nobody on the thing.

Number three, it obsolete before it starts running.

Number five, it's not as environmentally friendly as has been
represented.

Number four, five, the Purple Line will severely impact neighborhoods
along its route.

Number 6, it's far from clear that the Purple Line is the smartest way to
spend limited transit dollars.

Number 7, how will we pay for it, we won't. It'll just get added to our debt
and our deficit. We can't afford it, it's a bad idea, don't do it, think of
something else, go back to the drawing board. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1399 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Pluta
Business Name :
Address : 5610 Durbin Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : thomas.pluta@va.gov
Submission Content/Notes : I oppose building the Purple Line as light rail. Buses are adequate, rail is

too expencive and disruptive to bike trail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Tom Pluta.pdf (46 kb)





 - RECORD #3082 DETAIL
First Name : Barry Louis
Last Name : Polisar
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : barrylou@barrylou.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Polisar 35283.pdf (101 kb)







 - RECORD #366 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Pollard
Business Name :
Address : 8914 Grant Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : POLLARDRW@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Richard Pollard
8914 Grant Street
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20817

240-543-0596



 - RECORD #691 DETAIL
First Name : Betty
Last Name : Pomarede
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Woodlawn Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BETTYPOMAREDE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We live very close to the part of the Capital Crescent Trail that begins at
Connecticut Ave. and my husband and I take a walk on the trail almost
every day.  The daily exercise is this lovely green area away from cars is
very important for our physical and emotional well being and it is one of
the reason that we continue to live in our neighborhood.

The trail is a great asset to a large area of Montgomery County and
should be saved.

Sincerely,
Betty Pomarede
4004 Woodlawn Road
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #2886 DETAIL
First Name : Betty
Last Name : Pomarede
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Woodlawn Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BETTYPOMAREDE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I love to use the trail to take walks with my husband: it is one of the few
pleasant places to walk in our neighborhood: all the rest of it is just for
cars.  we cannot walk along main arteries for long, as the fumes and
speed of cars are dangerous.  Because of the Navy hospital extensions,
our green areas are now restricted to just the trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1023 DETAIL
First Name : Jean-Michel
Last Name : Pomarede
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Woodlawn Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JLPOMAREDE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I use the trail every week to take walks with my wife (we are in our
sixties and believe in exercise).  We sometimes go several miles on the
trail: it is very pretty as is.  We also use it regularly to go to Bethesda on
foot because it is so difficult to park there.  the Chevy Chase area will
lose a lot of its charm without the trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jean-Michel Pomarede
4004 Woodlawn Rd.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1407 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Pomykala
Business Name :
Address : 3346 Jones Bridge Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : pomykala@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Opposition for Jones Bridge Route.

I would like to voice my opposition to the Jones Bridge route for rapid
bus transit due to fact it is a serious safety issue w/ an elementary
school located on Jones Bridge. In addition, I can testify at the increased
accidents on Jones bridge given the current heavy traffic when people
are  turning on the side streets. Given the recent economic conditions I
think we should revisit these to two options.
1. Tunnel connecting silver spring under the CC trail. The estimate
should be way lower given the reduced current labor costs. Has thought
be given to digging a  trench when building the tunnel whereas not using
a tunnel boring machine that is more expensive.
2. Run the rapid buses on East west Hwy. and build a tunnel under
conn. ave.

-dan



 - RECORD #1093 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret M.
Last Name : Pope
Business Name :
Address : 400 Harding Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This is definitely needed!
Attachments : Pope_Margaret Comment Cards.pdf (68 kb)





 - RECORD #897 DETAIL
First Name : Karren
Last Name : Pope-Onwukwe
Business Name : Law Office of Karren Pope-Onwukwe, LLC
Address : P.O. Box 205
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : kpopeatty@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am co-chair of Prince George's County Advocates for Community-

based transit.   spoke at the New Carollton public hearing, I am in
support of the light rail option because I think it makes more sense
because of the density already in the communities.  Additionally, I
believe that it will be easier and safer for seniors to access than busses.



 - RECORD #3204 DETAIL
First Name : Albert
Last Name : Porambo
Business Name :
Address : 3905 Fox Valley Dr
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : rambodadal@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Porambo 35880.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #925 DETAIL
First Name : Mindy Portney and
Last Name : Philip Breen
Business Name :
Address : 3609 Dupont Avenue
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We support building the Purple Line as light rail. We are long-time

county residents, and we need to bring our county closer together!
Attachments : Ceruzzi_Paul_Comment Cards.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #267 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Posner
Business Name :
Address : 709 Woodside Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : fmposner@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden:

I am a resident of the downtown area of Silver Spring, residing between
Colesville and Wayne and between the downtown area and Dale Drive.
I have been closely following the Purple Line developments, attending
local civic group meetings, Purple Line open houses, and presentations
by you and your PL staff.  I also am a member of a local group known as
Silver Spring Advocates, which is organizing around support of the
Purple Line.  As a resident of the area directly east of downtown Silver
Spring, I have particularly been interested in the question of the route
that would be followed by the PL between downtown Silver Spring and
Sligo Creek.

First, I want to say that I am a strong supporter of the PL overall, and of
the light rail option.  There is an urgent need to supplement the existing
and remarkable subway service we have in the DC area with inter-
suburban mass transit, particularly in the inner-suburbs just north and
east of DC.  The PL would perfectly serve this need, by connecting three
Metro lines, PG and Montgomery counties, and specific population and
business centers, including Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park, and
New Carrollton.  Without the PL, congestion will continue to increase, as
more and more cars attempt to squeeze into our limited system of roads,
with the attendant ever increasing amount of carbon emissions.  While
the PL may not produce an absolute decrease in the number of cars on
the roads, it can and will lead to a very significant net decrease in the
number of cars, which would be an important accomplishment both in
terms of minimizing congestion and helping to address the threat of
global warming.

I believe that the data contained in the draft EIS show that light rail is far
superior to a bus-based PL.  Light rail is faster and quieter, and will
attract a larger number of riders.  It avoids the use of polluting buses,
and is better able to be integrated into existing traffic patterns on our
roads.  And, looking beyond the 2030 time frame used in the Draft EIS,
the light rail approach has a greater passenger capacity than the bus-
based alternatives.  For all these reasons, we should now spend a little
more money up front for the LRT so as to reap significantly greater
benefits in both the short and long term.

Secondly, I an a strong supporter of selecting the street-level Wayne
route from downtown Silver Spring to Sligo Creek, using shared traffic
lanes and widening Wayne to add left-turn lanes at key intersections.
This alternative is cost-effective, and will enable the PL to have a station
in downtown Silver Spring, as well as perhaps at the corner of Wayne
and Dale.  I think it is sheer lunacy to build the PL without a station in
downtown Silver Spring.  That station will greatly assist in the further
economic development of the downtown area and, in light of the already
very large number of people who are using the new downtown area, it is
critical that these individuals have the ability to use the PL and exit
directly into the downtown area to maximize the extent to which the PL
will take cars off the road.  As shown by the draft EIS, this alternative will
improve, not worsen, traffic on Wayne Avenue, will not interfere with
existing parking on Wayne, and will not compromise pedestrian safety.

Overall, I strongly believe that the PL, running street-level on Wayne, will
contribute to what is already a vibrant community in this area, and will
not in any way undermine this community.  I know that many of my
neighbors are strongly opposed to the street-level Wayne option and
favor tunneling below Wayne from the Silver Spring subway station to
near Sligo Creek.  However, tunneling is prohibitively expensive, as is
building stations below ground in downtown Silver Spring and at Wayne
and Dale.  Experience in other cities in the U.S. and around the world



shows that light rail, if done right, may be fully integrated into residential
areas.

I also oppose the tunneling options included in the draft EIS.  These
options are expensive and involve other significant problems as well.
Tunneling to Spring and Wayne will lead to significant traffic problems on
Wayne, since it will restrict Wayne to one lane in each direction at and
near the tunnel egress point.  It will also will likely mean that no station
will be placed in downtown Silver Spring, given the prohibitive expense
of building an underground station.  The route through East Silver Spring
again means that no station will be located in the downtown area, and
will result in significantly greater environmental damage in and around
Sligo Creek.

I wish to thank you for the opportunity to submit a comment on the draft
EIS, and look forward to the day when I and thousands of others can
walk, or ride a bus, to a Purple Line station and then hop on the Purple
Line leaving our cars behind.  Thanks also to Mike Madden and his
dedicated staff for your long and hard work in developing this document
so as give our community and our state the opportunity to make the
Purple Line a reality.

Mark Posner
709 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(already on the PL mailing list)



 - RECORD #2362 DETAIL
First Name : Karl and Betsy
Last Name : Pothier
Business Name :
Address : 9909 Hillridge Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : POTH6@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : We write to express our deep concern with the apparent plan to move

forward with the Purple Line.

Putting aside for the moment the proposed light rail's adverse impact on
the quality of life in Montgomery County, what we find to be
particularly troubling is the manner by which the government has
decided
to approach an area of important public policy and concern.  As we
understand it, the Purple Line is one of three options that purportedly
would cure the perceived problem of cross-lower-county transportation,
the other two options being a bus system along Jones Bridge Road and
an
underground rail.  Given the many controversies surrounding the various
options, it would seems to us that the most reasonable and logical
approach for the government is for it to utilize the option that is both
the least expensive and the least intrusive, and that option very
clearly is the bus system and not the Purple Line.  The reason for this
is that if, after implementation, the bus system proves inadequate to
meet the needs of the community, the other two options will retain their
viability and can be properly considered at that time; the same,
however, cannot be said of the Purple Line.  The irreparable harm it
will have inflicted on the community - from the government's large
expenditure of scarce resources to fund its construction and to
subsidize its operation in the years to come, to the simple destruction
of the Trail, to the inevitable commercial developments in what are now
residential areas, will be permanent.  The Purple Line, therefore,
simply makes no sense whatsoever at this time.  It is our view, then,
that perhaps there are interests of which we are not aware that are
compelling the Line's implementation.  If that is indeed the case (and
we hope that the litigation that is inevitably associated with these
kinds of projects will reveal it if it exists), and the overall public
good is not the sole focus of the project, then it is a sad time indeed
to live in Montgomery County . . . .

Thank you for your consideration of our views on this subject.



 - RECORD #3334 DETAIL
First Name : Tonja
Last Name : Potter
Business Name : McDonough Bolyard Peck
Address : 10440 Little Patuxent Parkway
City : Columbia
State : MD
Zip Code : 21044
Email Address : tpotter@mbpce.com
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden, Our company is very interested in learning more about the

Purple Line. We are currently providing construction managment
services for Norfolk, VA Light Rail project. We would be very interested
in learning how me might be able to support the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #947 DETAIL
First Name : Anathea
Last Name : Powell
Business Name :
Address : 5110 Wilson Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ANATHEAPOWELL@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line ,

Purple Line Comments

To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Anathea Powell
5110 Wilson Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2435 DETAIL
First Name : Sheila
Last Name : Power
Business Name : The Larry Chartienitz Realty Team
Address : 7272 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SPOWER@CBMOVE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett,  Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Our family lives at 7610 Lynn Drive – a few yards from the entrance to
the Capital Crescent Trail. As realtors, my husband and I are keenly
aware of the importance of location- and of the amenities of an urban
location, coupled with close proximity to such wonderful green space. As
home buyers less than 2 years ago, these were major factors in our
decision to locate here.  We have used the trail since we moved in- in all
seasons and weather. My husband and my children (twin 9 yrs  old girls)
frequently bike into Bethesda – We all walk the trail on a regular basis,
and share this wonderful setting not just with our neighbors in the
immediate area, but with anyone who cares to avail themselves of this
peaceful oasis.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster. Please take the time to just look at some of the
photos from the gathering this Summer, where some of us carried mock
“light rail” cars, to demonstrate the scale of destruction that will be
required.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1160 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Powers
Business Name :
Address : 3542 Dean Drive
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Joseph Powers, that's J-O-S-E-P-H, P-O-W-

E-R-S. I'm an area resident. I'd like to speak on behalf of the medium
and high investment LRT options in support of them. There has been a
number of (inaudible) attached to these proposals.

I don't find it convincing that we have to move it away from the center of
the University of Maryland campus when the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology manages to put a world class nanotechnology lab 200 feet
on top of a 100-year-old railroad, the red line in Boston.

Neither do I find the financing arguments convincing. In a recession, the
correct response is to spend on infrastructure. John Maynard Keens
knew this, and I am baffled that we've managed to forget it.

Also, I do not approve of or think the bus option is a viable option simply
because of how they are fueled. The operating costs of buses are driven
mostly by labor, but also by the fuel they use.

Whether it's diesel or natural gas, a lot of folks use those for heating.
They go into things like fertilizers and plastics and all sorts of things that
can simply affect the cost that the MTA can't protect themselves from
while with electricity the costs are known ahead of time. There are
numerous ways to generate it.

Because of the renewables push in the past 20 years, the cost of it is
likely to go down. That's an enormous bargain. I don't think that is
accurately reflected here and we should take advantage of that cost by
laying some tracks and stringing some wires up.

The cost of electricity will go down, an also it will constantly get cleaner
as technology cleans up the sources of generating that electricity.



 - RECORD #2221 DETAIL
First Name : Jon
Last Name : Prater-Lewis
Business Name :
Address : 8800 Clifford Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny. J. Prater-Lewis.pdf (1 mb)



 - RECORD #3009 DETAIL
First Name : Jan
Last Name : Prece
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I Support the Purple Line Because ... I am a registered voter - for

progress- and I approve.

 enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : PL cards.pdf (318 kb)







 - RECORD #1398 DETAIL
First Name : Jannea R.
Last Name : Prescott
Business Name :
Address : 20122 Locustdale Drive
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20876
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Constantine-Davis, Jean.pdf (59 kb)





 - RECORD #2975 DETAIL
First Name : Floyd C.
Last Name : Preust
Business Name :
Address : 12501 Buckley Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Alisha Creel.pdf (93 kb)





 - RECORD #295 DETAIL
First Name : LAWRENCE
Last Name : PREVITI
Business Name :
Address : 713 WARE STREET SW
City : VIENNA
State : VA
Zip Code : 22180
Email Address : larry.previti@juno.com
Submission Content/Notes : Has a trackless-trolley/trolley-bus option been considered?  The

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, SEPTA, has such
vehicles, and it would be the perfect compromise between bus and
streetcar.



 - RECORD #506 DETAIL
First Name : Karen and Aron
Last Name : Primack
Business Name :
Address : 1217 Edgevale Rd.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We are strongly in favor of a light-rail Purple Line.

Karen and Aron Primack



 - RECORD #2111 DETAIL
First Name : Tim
Last Name : Proctor
Business Name :
Address : 10006 Rogart Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Proctor_Tim.pdf (50 kb)





 - RECORD #440 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Pskowski
Business Name :
Address : 117 S Van Buren St
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : marthanelle@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Building the Purple Line would benefit the people of the PG/Montgomery

area and improve problems resulting from the area's rapid growth.  As a
student, I appreciate the importance of public transport.



 - RECORD #1099 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Pskowski
Business Name :
Address : 117 S. Van Buren Street
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. MoCo needs the Purple

Line!!
Attachments : Schnieder_Sam_Comment Cards.pdf (40 kb)





 - RECORD #62 DETAIL
First Name : Jane X.
Last Name : Public
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : A new and innovative idea that I have not heard before!

What about using ski resort type gondolas instead of buses or rail?

In your low cost proposal, buses share the road with existing traffic thus
making ‘rapid’, not so rapid.  In the medium option, sharing is still used
and in the high option, is there room on some of the roads for dedicated
lanes??

For the light rail, again, space is at a premium.  As you are aware, quite
a few areas along your proposed route are very built up.  Will putting in
dedicated lanes decrease the vehicular traffic lanes?  Will the residents
put up with that?

I believe my proposal in using gondolas would keep most areas in the
proposed routes free of added road lanes and the necessary tunnels or
bridges at a minimum.

If you are familiar with ski resort gondolas, they can be any size, but the
4 to 6 person with bench seating on opposing sides would be best.  That
size is large enough for baby carriages or small carry all carts but small
enough that the cost might be a better value as more cars are needed.

The noise level for gondolas, with the exception of transfer stations or
end of line stations is almost negligible.  The footprint for a gondola
support pole can be several feet across.  These could be put in the
median of highways or in the parklands in a minimally invasive manner.
In most cases, I believe the impact to local residents would be very small
as buses and rail would not be producing pollutants.

As they travel above any traffic, pedestrian and vehicular, bridges will
not be needed.  As the supports are smaller than building bridges, less
impact on streams and parkland will keep environmentalists happy.  As
they don’t make much noise, residents will be happy.  The gondolas can
be as low as several yards off the ground to as high as several building
stories to allow passage over highways, bridges and electrical wires with
the least amount of disturbance to the surrounding areas.

As will all high-speed gondolas, the end of line stations detach the car
from the cable to enable loading and unloading with ease.  Transfer
stations can be used to change direction or to transfer to another cable.



 - RECORD #3341 DETAIL
First Name : jennifer
Last Name : pugh
Business Name :
Address : 515 quintana pl nw
City : washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address : JENNIFER.L.PUGH@VERIZON.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I will be commuting to work from dc to MD & any updates will be very

helpful.Thanks :)



 - RECORD #2930 DETAIL
First Name : Christina
Last Name : Purdie
Business Name :
Address : 8603 Milford Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CPURDIE@WELLESLEY.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is an integral part of my life and of my
history.  When I was younger, my family would go on family "bonding"
bike
rides from Silver Spring down to Bethesda. As we got older, we were
able
to gauge our fitness levels by seeing how much further we could go.
Soon,
biking down to Fletcher's boat house was not an issue. The Capital
Cresent
was an important part of shaping my family. When my best friend went
to
college at George Washington University, we could bike to see each
other.
The proximity allowed our friendship to flourish.

Currently, I work in Bethesda and live in Silver Spring, the Capital
Cresent is the perfect route to get to work. The Capital Cresent with its
remodelled tressel at Jones Bridge Rd and Jones Mill Rd. allow for quick
and easy access to Bethesda and beyond, without necessitating a car or
bus
ride. During the weekends, the Trail is so crowded, I am constantly
yelling "On your left" while passing families biking, walkers walking or
people just using the trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Purple Line remains a disasterous plan for the users of the trail.
Without the trail, bike commuters would be forced to either travel
dangerous roads (such a East West Highway) on their way to work, or
drive
their own cars, adding to the morning and afternoon traffic congestion.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane
-- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to



preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around
us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2078 DETAIL
First Name : Edith
Last Name : Purdie
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EDP0722@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear All,

I oppose the Purple Line.  I am an avid hiker and biker.  I use the current
trail several times a week to bike to Bethesda from Silver Spring.  I
appreciate the exercise.

If more transportation is needed, more bus routes should be scheduled.

I do not belive that the funding is justified.  In this time of recession, we
can not afford the enormous expense.

Thank you for your consideration of this email.



 - RECORD #550 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Tracey
Last Name : Pyles
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TLPYLES@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Phil Andrews,

        Council Members Berliner, Elrich, Floreen, Knapp, Praisner,
Andrews,

        Joan Kleinman, et al

As a Montgomery County resident who uses the Capital Crescent Trail
on a regular, almost daily basis, to run, walk my dog, and keep my
children in touch with the beautiful outdoors, I am dismayed to learn of
your intent to compromise our beautiful, natural trail with the addition of
the Purple Line along its course!

I STRONGLY URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER BEFORE YOU
DESTROY THIS BEAUTIFUL RESOURCE, which is a much used and
much loved healthy staple in our community.

PLEASE place this Purple Line SOMEWHERE ELSE.

Dr. Tracey Pyles

Bethesda, Maryland



 - RECORD #750 DETAIL
First Name : Keylan
Last Name : Qazzaz
Business Name :
Address : 9503 Page Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KEYLANQ@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We enjoy long walks and bike rides on the trail with our two small kids
and look forward to many more years of such. I grew up in this area; my
husband and I have invested in this area financially and emotionally and
plan to raise our family here, sinking even deeper roots. So we write to
ask you to act to preserve the trail and re-think the Purple Line.

Circumstances have drastically changed since the Master Plan was
written 18 years ago. We know more about environmental benefits of
keeping the 17 acres of mature trees and green sapce and we know the
environmental costs of putting transit in this location.

The relocation of Walter Reed has also created new challenges to the
area. If we had known then what we know now, officials might have
supported purchasing right of way for parkland.

Please eliminate plans to put trains or buses along the Capital Crescent
Trail. Let's figure out another solution that will save this tranquil Trail and
green space for generations to come.

Respectfully submitted,

Ms. Keylan Qazzaz
 9503 Page Avenue, Bethesda MD 20814



 - RECORD #3122 DETAIL
First Name : Marcus
Last Name : Queen
Business Name :
Address : 12315 Firtree Ln
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20715-2511
Email Address : pkchp-99@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Queen 35544.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #2592 DETAIL
First Name : Tim
Last Name : Quick
Business Name : USAID Office of HIV/AIDS
Address : 1300 Pennsylvanie Avenue NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20523-51020
Email Address : TQUICK@USAID.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I use the Capital Crescent Trail on regular basis.  Would I love to have

reasonably fast public transportation from my home in Bethesda to Silver
Spring?  To College Park/UMD?  Absolutely!!  Do I want it at the
expense of destroying the beauty and natural state of the Capital
Crescent Trail?  Absolutely not!!!  We have precious few trails and
natural areas in this area, and once we lose the trail in its present state,
there’s no going back.  Please protect the Capital Crescent Trail for this
and future generations.  Thank you!  Tim



 - RECORD #2511 DETAIL
First Name : Gail
Last Name : Quigley
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : GAILQ@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I have been using the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and

Silver Spring for many years. My visitors from the USA and abroad are
amazed that such a treasure exists in an urban setting. Many of them
live in congested urban areas like ours, and comment on the wisdom of
those who set aside the trail for the use of their citizens. I use the trail on
a weekly basis. I can step out of my door and in minutes have access to
this unique environment.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #729 DETAIL
First Name : Kristine
Last Name : Quilici
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LABTECH89@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I feel a purple line needs to be added due to the closer of Walter Reed

AMC. Due to this closure NNMC will be adding personnel.  A light rail
that goes to the Bethesda stop would be great as it would be a short trip
to the medical center stop or NNMC can run a shuttle bus from there to
the hospital. It is not convenient to get to NNMC by any of the current
methods.



 - RECORD #2307 DETAIL
First Name : Marianne
Last Name : Quinn
Business Name :
Address : 711 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : mquinn528@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Quinn_Marianne.pdf (115 kb)





 - RECORD #132 DETAIL
First Name : Beatriz
Last Name : Quintos
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the installation of the purple line and hope the project

is approved and completed.  I strongly prefer light rail rather than
busses.



 - RECORD #1521 DETAIL
First Name : Mitchell L.
Last Name : Rabinowitz
Business Name :
Address : 5909 Marengo Road
City : Bethesda,
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : MRABINOWITZ@CROWELL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the purple line as light rail, along the existing trail. I am

a regular trail user, but I recognize the importance of this mode of
transportation to our urban planning and development efforts, and I
believe the light-rail and trail can coexist very easily.  To use a northerly
bus route is a terrible idea, and will not bring the type of solution we
need.

___________________________
Mitchell L. Rabinowitz
5909 Marengo Road
Bethesda, MD  20816



 - RECORD #536 DETAIL
First Name : Adam
Last Name : Race
Business Name :
Address : 4805 Wellington Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ADAMRACE1@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

Why do I care enough to spend the time to write you this letter today? I'll
tell you why.  Because I spend countless hours each week running and
biking up and down the trail.  Why the trail and not some road?  Because
it's safe from vehicle traffic, I don't have to stop for traffic lights and smell
car exhaust while running, and it truly gives me peace of mind in this
ever-changing metropolis.  The other users of the trail and I really
cherish the ability to move seamlessly from Bethesda right into the city
like a hidden back door.  It's where I trained for this year's Marine Corps
Marathon.  I'm very proud of the Metro DC's willingness for athletic
activities and events.  There aren't many other cities around the world
that host so many walk-a-thons, 5K's, or 10 milers.  Where are the 5
million people in the metro area supposed to train and relax a bit from
the city life?  I know it's only one trail that several thousand people use
daily, and that may sound like peanuts, but it is very important to me and
those several thousand people who really enjoy using the trail on a daily
basis.  This is my trail and my home, and I don't want it ruined!

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to



Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.



8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #1854 DETAIL
First Name : Alexander
Last Name : Radichevich
Business Name :
Address : 7210 Dartmouth Ave
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I have lived in College Park for 46 years and I do not own an automobile.

I rely on mass transit. I strongly advocate in favor of the light rail Purple
Line.  It will be excellent for mobility in our region



 - RECORD #2521 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Raesly
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LEE@RAESLY.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I love the trail and bike on it every weekend.  How can you even

consider spending the incredible sum of money to destroy the trail and
bring the "politicians want it but no one else does" Purple Line to
Bethesda?

It is incredible to imagine using it as trains roar past (don't even say the
word Trolley- that's a joke).

Please, please consider killing this project once and for all.

And, as I'm certain has been written before...

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2417 DETAIL
First Name : Patick and Michele
Last Name : Rafferty
Business Name :
Address : 4208 Franklin Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : PATRICK@RAFFERTYWEISS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

I am writing to you a as resident of Kensington, MD and someone who
travels to and from work on Connecticut Avenue every day.  Yes, there
is an obvious traffic problem in our area but I personally don't think the
Purple Line is the answer.  From the information that is being sent out it
sounds as if a lot of our tax dollars will be spent for something that
seems like a temporary fix.  It is also my understanding that developers
are to gain financially (i.e., Chevy Chase Land Company) if the Purple
Line is built.   If Chevy Chase Land Company can develop after the
Purple LIne is built won't that only add to more traffic problems to which
all of you are trying to fix?  Please make the right decision for Maryland
residents and find an alternative plan to the Purple Line.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #303 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Ragen
Business Name :
Address : 9214 Columbia Blvd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : william.ragen@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : I attended the Purple Line AA/DEIS Public Hearing  on Saturday,
November 22, 2008 at Montgomery College’s Takoma Park/Silver
Spring Campus.  I was not able to speak at that hearing and submit the
following statement of support for building a Light Rail option.  I live near
downtown Silver Spring, and the proposed Purple Line passes through
my neighborhood.  I commute to my job in the District by Metrorail and
bicycle along the Capital Crescent Trail.

Light Rail has several advantages:
• Light Rail has many advantages over the bus option that some have
proposed.  These include:
• Faster travel times
• Larger ridership
• Less pollution, both because Light Rail produces less than busses and
because it will do a better job of reducing automobile traffic
• Supporting infrastructure for “Smart Growth” development
• A more attractive option to get people out of their cars
• It is quieter

Population Growth and Increasing Density Will Require Higher Capacity
Light Rail
Building the higher capacity option is even more important when we
consider not just the current transportation problems, but also those that
future growth will cause.  In the 1990’s, Montgomery County’s population
increased by 15 percent (the figures for the US and Maryland for that
time period are 13 and 11 – see http://www.mc-
mncppc.org/research/data_library/census2000/special_reports/SEmapb
ullets.pdf), with 27% of that growth in the southeast corner of the county,
and area that will be served by the purple line.  Between 1970 and 2000,
Montgomery County’s population density increased by 70 percent
(http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/publications/communitydevelopment/W02-
6_von_hoffman.pdf).  While more recent trends have seen more growth
in the outer suburbs, increasing energy costs and congestion are likely
to favor growth in the close-in suburbs.  As these areas become more
dense and urban, we need a transportation system that reflects this new
reality.  That system is a Light Rail.

The Washington Metrorail System is essential to our region.  It is hard to
imagine what our region would be like without it, but this much is clear –
it would be a transit and economic nightmare.  The Purple Line is the
next step, and it needs to be built with the capacity needed to service
future transportation needs.  A bus line cannot do this.  Light Rail will.

Light Rail Concerns Can Be Mitigated
Light Rail will create some challenges.  It is essential that these not hold
hostage the development of this needed transportation link.  For
example, some have raised the issue of what Light Rail would mean for
the Capital Crescent Trail.  I bicycle to work along this trail a few times
per month and, based on Light Rail systems I have seen in many other
cities, it seems that there is room for both.  Some of these issues are
specious – for example the assertion that the Purple Line would have a
negative impact on the environment because some trees would have to
be removed.  Given all the environmental good that Light Rail would do,
it is silly to object to raise this objection.

There are real concerns, especially for residents on streets where the
Purple Line will run.  These can be overcome by a reasonable amount of
creativity and good will, and at a far lower cost than that of doing nothing
or building an inadequate system.

Thanks you for your attention.



William Ragen
9214 Columbia Blvd
Silver Spring, MD  20910



 - RECORD #3210 DETAIL
First Name : Chuck
Last Name : Rainville
Business Name :
Address : 17 Kinsman View
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Congestion won't

accommodate new buses. Please consider light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Michon Bunch.pdf (117 kb)





 - RECORD #1283 DETAIL
First Name : Vikas
Last Name : Rajpal
Business Name :
Address : 1220 East West Highway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The name is Vikas Rajpal, V-I-K-A-S, last name Rajpal, R-A-J-P-A-L. I

live in Silver Spring off East/West Highway. I have studied this purple
line in all its forms for the last eight years or so when it has died and
come back to life a few times.

After a lot of study, I just want to put my two cents in that I think light rail
transit while it has been popular and it has been seen in a lot of other
cities in this country especially, I think we need to focus heavily on
looking at bus rapid transit as really the way we need to go here.

Light rail is aesthetically unpleasing. It is more expensive, it requires a
lot more infrastructure needs, there are a lot more problems that can
arise with a light rail system, they are less reliable, there is a lot more
infrastructure cost than bus rapid transit.

Bus rapid transit is not so popular here in general. It is not thought to be
as, it is not a crowd pleaser I guess. Buses have a poor public image.

Despite confusion and negative opinions, we need a quick
implementation. Bus rapid transit can provide that. It's less infrastructure,
it's more reliable and it's faster, it's a faster mode of transit than light
rapid transit would be.

Bus rapid transit is a clear choice for more than a few reasons. To begin,
the capital costs, as I mentioned, are generally in favor of bus rapid
transit, averaging about 13 million per mile as opposed to light rail which
averages about 35 million per mile.

Bus rapid transit networks can quickly be readjusted for capacity and as
well as routing for community changes and population growth,
employment, retail and development activity.

This is especially important in the DC region where much of the project
need arises from similar scenarios involving urban sprawl.

We have seen a lot of agencies, a lot of employment centers move out
of the district and into the suburbs. Because of that, an ever evolving
situation, we need to have a flexible system and the bus rapid transit can
provide that, whereas light rail cannot. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2309 DETAIL
First Name : Vikas
Last Name : Rajpal
Business Name :
Address : 1220 East West Highway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rajpal_Vikas.pdf (338 kb)













 - RECORD #3299 DETAIL
First Name : Silvestre
Last Name : Ramirez
Business Name :
Address : 5309 Riverdale Rd
City : Riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : silvestreramirez41@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to know how i can apply for a job on the project of the Purple

line. Please Contact me i want to know where i can apply for a job.



 - RECORD #2739 DETAIL
First Name : Luis
Last Name : Ramos-Izquierdo
Business Name :
Address : 3039 16th Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address : LRI-OPTICS@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Cresent Trail with my wife every week year round.  It is
one of our main excersise activities and we would hate to see it
dissapear.  Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit
elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3263 DETAIL
First Name : Florence
Last Name : Rand
Business Name :
Address : 9413 Thornhill Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I attendedan earlier open house on the Purple Line and was impressed

by your careful, thorough planning.  I am in favor of light rail (the median
between bus pollution adn underground cost) and would like the Dale
Drive Wayne Ave station.  This line is long overdue. Best wishes for your
success.

Attachments : Rand_FLorence.pdf (42 kb)





 - RECORD #2161 DETAIL
First Name : Julia
Last Name : Randall
Business Name :
Address : 4210 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. J. Randall.pdf (915 kb)





 - RECORD #2828 DETAIL
First Name : Julia
Last Name : Randall
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JRANDALL@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : The Capital Cresant Trail is a GEM, not only appreciated by local people

but especially by our international visitors.  Recently I have met orange
tree growers from S. Africa, yodellers from Germany, medical
professionals from Poland enjoying the trail's beauty.  The Trail defines
Bethesda--shops and restaurants come and go but the beauty of the trail
is forever.



 - RECORD #1402 DETAIL
First Name : Donna
Last Name : Raphael
Business Name :
Address : 3004 Beethoven Way
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Parchment.pdf (53 kb)





 - RECORD #2949 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Raphel
Business Name :
Address : 8519 Milford Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Raphel_Erica.pdf (101 kb)





 - RECORD #986 DETAIL
First Name : Venice
Last Name : Rashford
Business Name :
Address : 20321 Trolley Crossing Ct.
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : vrashford@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I have read the information available and totally supports purple line.



 - RECORD #3370 DETAIL
First Name : wali
Last Name : rashid
Business Name :
Address : 718 gilbert st.
City : takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : walirashid16@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to work withe you call me @202-306-3246



 - RECORD #1355 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Rasmussen
Business Name :
Address : 4215 Verne Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Jack Rasmussen. I'm a life long resident of Montgomery
County. J-A-C-K, R-A- S-M-U-S-S-E-N. I grew up in Bethesda, now live
at the Grovner Metro Station. I'm here to express my strong support for
the light rail option of the Purple Line connecting downtown Bethesda
with New Carrollton. Trains have been a significant part of my life from
the age of 3 to the dawn of my professional career.

Some of my first memories were riding the Metro with my mother to go
to my father's gallery, Rockville Arts Place, which is in the old Mall where
the Regal Theater now stands in Rockville Town Center. I also
remember traveling to my mother's work in downtown Silver Spring; it
was a trip we always had to take by car. And all I really remember of it
was the traffic we stood in along east-west highway.

I was lucky enough to grow up close to the Bethesda Metro Station. It
enabled me to live a car-free lifestyle, but restricted me to the upper Red
Line Corridor. My determination to live green prevented me from taking
any meaningful, long-term interests in other parts of Maryland because
trips to places like Prince George's Plaza or similarly distant areas took
more than an hour on Metro.

When considering what college to attend, I realized the University of
Maryland at College Park would be an arduous commute that required a
time consuming route through downtown D.C. and back out again into
Maryland, about an hour and a half each way. This kind of commute was
out of the question since I needed to work part-time while I was getting
my degree.

If the higher investment light rail system is built, it'll cut the time required
to get to our great state University, down to just a third of the total I've
previously mentioned. This would open up the option of pursuing my
graduate school at the University of Maryland. It would make the
university a much more attractive place for future generations of
students.

The light rail option would also be the environmentally cleanest transit
option for those who are college bound, making it even more popular
choice for daily use.

As a committed pedestrian, the light rail system appeals to me because
of its efficiency. Light rail resulted in an ideal way of dealing not only with
congestion but also with vehicle omissions and global warming.

If the purpose of the Purple Line is to provide relief from traffic, then the
MTA should choose the transit service that attracts the most, takes the
most travelers out of their cars. The Purple Line will also reduce
crowding in downtown D.C. Metro stations, creating a win-win scenario
for our region.

Today we have a chance to improve our mass transit system and to
create more prosperity in Maryland communities and to combat global
warming. The light rail Purple Line is the best way to provide access to
all, to our in-state university for Maryland students and connecting our
vibrant communities together. And of increasing the time Marylanders
will be able to spend with their families and friends. Thank you for your
time and consideration.



 - RECORD #1581 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Ratcliff
Business Name :
Address : 4903 Asbury Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line appears to be a well thoughtout and researched plan.  It

should be built as soon as possible!  It's not going to get cheaper and we
need an efficient system now.



 - RECORD #2386 DETAIL
First Name : B.
Last Name : Rathbone
Business Name :
Address : 5942 Hubbard Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We want to let you know how valuable the Trail is to our family and
community.  We use the trail everyday, to enjoy bike rides with our
children, walk to school, stores, library, etc.  It is a valuable component
to our everyday lives, as it is to the entire community and our
environment.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #334 DETAIL
First Name : Pat
Last Name : Ratkowski
Business Name :
Address : 9510 Evergreen Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : howenowratkow@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

Please approve and fund the the Purple Line so that we can go
easier on the planet, and help people get to work and schools
conveniently and efficiently. The Purple Line will also help
link up the many communities of southern Montgomery County, and
in time could create an education/research crescent across the
top of the D.C.

And in addition, please - please - cancel the ICC. Just because
Governor Ehrlich was in the hip pocket of the construction
industry does not mean you need to continue to exercise his bad
judgment.

Sincerely, Pat Ratkowski

Sincerely,
Pat Ratkowski
9510 Evergreen Street
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #3365 DETAIL
First Name : Brigid
Last Name : Rauch
Business Name : Shanti Yoga Center
Address : 4217 East West Hwy / 4209 East West Hwy
City : Bethesda / Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : brigidmaira@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Since we have businesses located at 4209 and 4217 East West

Highway, we are concerned about how the planned purple line
construction may affect our property use and access. Would it be
possible for you to give us a cross-section drawing of these two sites
including the trail and train. Specifically, we understand that a ramp is
planned at 4217 East West Highway and would like to see how that may
affect our driveway and parking lot. Also, at 4209 East West Highway we
understand that our addition is very close to the property line and would
like to see how close the planned train and sound wall will be. Thank you
very much.



 - RECORD #2933 DETAIL
First Name : Dean J.
Last Name : Rauh
Business Name :
Address : 21821 Hazeltine Ct.
City : Leonardtown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20650
Email Address : RAUHFAMILY@MD.METROCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live south of the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring; however I am aware of the natural beauty of the trail and its
importance to the region around Bethesda and Silver Spring. It is also
important to the many cyclists and hikers in my locale who travel to use
and enjoy the trail and its unique environment. We need to preserve
what I consider a natural treasure. One only needs to use or visit the trail
to understand the impact that building the Purple Line would have. The
damage would be devastating and irreversible.

As explained in previous letters and e-mail, every week, more than
10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities --
use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The
Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
and families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from
all around the region year-round.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built as proposed, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about
10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe
nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike
lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would clearly be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else and could never
be returned to its current natural state.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as the Bethesda and Silver
Spring region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come,
will be able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #569 DETAIL
First Name : Jill
Last Name : Rauh
Business Name :
Address : 7057 Carroll Ave. #5
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support a light rail Purple Line! This would be much more efficient and

environmental than the bus line. Creating a purple line is very important
to connecting these parts of Maryland.



 - RECORD #3230 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Ravnitzky
Business Name :
Address : 1905 August Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Ravnitzky_Michael.pdf (10 kb)





 - RECORD #3345 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Ray
Business Name :
Address : 907 6th ST SW APT 609C
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20024
Email Address : aarondray@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the development of a the Purple Line light rail project.

Improved public transportation is essential for the continued
development of the region and to improve our standard of living.



 - RECORD #1006 DETAIL
First Name : J. Ram  & Shashi
Last Name : Ray
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JRAMRAY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We live at 632 Wayne Avenue, along the proposed route of the Purple

Line and oppose plans to build Purple Line at the street level - it should
be underground.  If it must be built at the street level.

J. Ram Ray
Shashi Ray
301-565-4136



 - RECORD #17 DETAIL
First Name : Ronjini
Last Name : Ray
Business Name : Ronjini Ray
Address : 4615 North Park Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ronjini@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi, I am a student from Bethesda Chevy Chase High School, for my

National State and Local Government class we are trying to show how
we can be good citizens of this country, state and county. We have
decided on saving the Capital Crescent Trail. And, we became aware of
the fact that the Purple line is going to be destroying a lot of the trail, and
it will be causing the deforestation of over 4500 trees and a train line
being built 30 feet away from resendential areas will cause an enormous
amount of noise pollution. While the whole world tries to reduce gloabal
warming and pollution, us Marylanders are cutting off over 4500 trees.
That is just shameful. I want to inform you that this project you are
carrying you out is against the will of various citizens. and against the
will of the whole of BCC the family ie faculty, students and parents. I
hope you understand that this issue has deeply hurt us as the Crescent
Trail is an important mode of transportation and recreation to various
people.I will be extremely obliged if you would ackoledge this comment,
because soon it won't only be a comment. Thank You



 - RECORD #2350 DETAIL
First Name : Helene
Last Name : Rayder
Business Name :
Address : 14 Oxford Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : HJWV@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

When my family returned to the Washington, DC area six years ago, we
chose to purchase a home in Chevy Chase, Maryland instead of moving
back to Alexandria, Virginia.  IAlthough there were many factors that
went into that decision, one of the important considerations was access
to the beautiful, tranquil outdoor space provided by the Capital Crescent
Trail.  For us, the trail softens the urban nature of the city and makes it a
less edgy, more comfortable place to live.  We are an active family, with
a young child, and we spend many weekends walking and biking on the
trail.  We live on a block that's bordered by Connecticut Avenue and
Brookville Road and we have limited access to sidewalks and cross
walks.  These conditions make it unsafe for our daughter (or us, for that
matter) to bike in our neighborhood.  The Capital Crescent Trail is our
only real venue for biking and hiking, and it provides a safe and tranquil
place for us to spend time outdoors.  I can't imagine our life in Chevy
Chase with access to the Captial Cres cent Trail.  And it's not just us and
our neighbors who benefit from the trail - trail users come from all
around the region.

I recognize that development is important, but there are sensible ways to
accomodate development without sacrificing such a tremendous,
irreplacable asset to our community.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2196 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : Raymond
Business Name :
Address : 10503 Mills Crossing Way
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SRAYMOND9@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2117 DETAIL
First Name : Peggy Re and
Last Name : James Yonkos
Business Name :
Address : 801 Silver Spring Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jyonkos@boggspartners.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Yonkos_James.pdf (48 kb)



January 8, 2009 

Montgomery County Executive, Council,  and MTA- 

As owners of a home located at 801 Silver Spring Avenue in the East Silver Spring area of 
Montgomery County we are very concerned about the proposed Purple Line alignment 
alternatives that will tunnel under portions Silver Spring and Thayer Avenues. We are not 
opposed to the Purple Line in general and we understand that the transit route must get from 
downtown Silver Spring to Piney Branch Road via our East Silver Spring neighborhood.  

But we have to stress that in addition to the concerns stated in a letter from the East Silver 
Spring Citizen’s Association to the Montgomery County Executive dated December 30, 2008 
(attached), we have particular concern about two of the least analyzed “design option” that will 
route a transit tunnel directly beneath our home. The location of the tunnel in these “design 
options” increases our concern about the lack of analysis of the impacts of noise and vibration 
on neighborhoods in general and on homes directly above the alignment in particular. In 
addition to routing the transit tunnel under several homes on our block, the tunnel turns sharply 
directly beneath our property. There appears to be no analysis of the special conditions that 
may occur at such a location. It seems reasonable to ask if there be additional noise, vibration, 
access requirements, potential breakdowns, etc. at a sharp curve in the transit tunnel. 

The analysis also does not adequately detail how initial construction and routine maintenance 
(not to mention dealing with a catastrophic event) will be addressed solely from underground 
access. By locating the tunnel off of the existing street grid and under homes, access to the 
tunnel from the surface will be permanently precluded. This decision could be very problematic 
in the future. 

Another troubling aspect of SS/Thayer alignment is that the tunnel will exit onto a very narrow 
portion of Thayer Avenue directly behind East Silver Spring Elementary School. The analysis 
does not adequately detail how this would work. Further study and examples of built transit 
tunnels exiting steep grades changes directly adjacent to elementary school playgrounds will be 
required to assuage parents’ concerns that access to the school and continued use of the 
playground will be safe and feasible. The SS/Thayer alignment appears to have been 
developed with little or no coordination with Montgomery County public Schools. MCPS plans to 
expand this school. The site is already very impacted and it seems dubious that all of the 
proposed improvements will fit onto such a tight site. 

Should one of the SS/Thayer tunnel alignment design options be chosen, owners of the effected 
homes will require compensation for granting the right to allow construction below their 
properties. They will also require assurances that reparations for future potential damages will 
be available (some form of bonding?). None of this is adequately addressed in the analysis so 
far provided. 



We commend the studies that MTA has done for the multiple Purple Line alignments to date. 
But based on the lack of analysis of the SS/Thayer tunnel “design options” and the unique 
hardships (this appears to be the only alignment that places a transit tunnel directly below 
inhabited homes) that it will impose on us and our neighbors on Silver Spring and Thayer 
Avenues we have to strongly urge you to not consider this alignment. 

Sincerely,

Peggy Re & James Yonkos 

801 Silver Spring Avenue 

Attachment: ESCA letter dated 12/30/08 



December 30, 2008 

MCP�Chairman@mncppc�mc.org��

RE:  Testimony - Staff Recommendations for the Purple Line 

We are troubled that the Planning Staff recommendations require a detailed analysis of the 
community impacts of only one of the two routes suggested for further study and not the other.   
We request that this disparity be rectified and that the Planning Board require the Maryland 
Transit Administration (MTA) to provide equitable analyses for both options. 

The staff has recommended the surface route on Wayne Avenue as their preferred option and 
listed very specific community impacts that MTA will be required to analyze and mitigate. 
However, the staff is only requiring a generic “study” of a hybrid option that includes an 
extended tunnel under Wayne Avenue. The recommendations imply that MTA is only required 
to provide cost estimates for the tunnel option and no other impacts will be reviewed. 

Since the AA/DEIS dismissed the tunnel option under Wayne Avenue as too expensive, it 
provided no analyses of the tunnel’s community impacts. The tunnel option under Wayne 
Avenue involves tunneling under several other streets and has the potential for major impacts 
on the residents of East Silver Spring.  We have actively participated in MTA focus groups for 
several years and have only received limited verbal answers to our concerns about this option.  
Some of these responses seem to contradict FTA standards.  Therefore, it is imperative that 
MTA provide documentation of the impacts a tunnel would have on this community – both 
during construction and operation.  

We ask the Planning Board to add the following specifics to MTA’s required analyses for the 
tunnel route: 

NOISE AND VIBRATION: 

The tunnel under consideration begins under Georgia Avenue and continues under Silver 
Spring Avenue, Grove Street and Bonifant Street before it reaches Wayne Avenue.  This tunnel 
would run under numerous homes on very narrow streets with minimal, if any, setback from the 
street.  These homes are 50-85 years old and would be very sensitive to damage from 
vibrations and construction.  The Staff’s recommendation to study a tunnel is too broad and will 
result in an inadequate analysis of the impacts on these homes.   

For example, MTA engineers told us on several occasions that the tunnel would be 
approximately 25 feet under the homes.  However, FTA’s 2006 Transit Noise and Vibration 
Impact Assessment (“FTA 2006 Assessment”), pg. 7-8 states:  “Problems with ground-borne 
vibrations and noise are common when there is less than 50 feet between a subway structure 
and building foundations.” 

This study also reports that noise and vibration levels increase and are problematic depending 
on, not only the depth of tunnel, but the type of structure above the tunnel, type of track, type of 
wheel, etc.   



How deep a tunnel is MTA planning?  What types of structures, wheels, track, etc. are 
anticipated?  How will these choices impact/mitigate noise and vibration in these homes? 

VENTS/AIRSHAFTS/EMERGENCY EXITS: 

According to MTA, vents/airshafts and emergency exits would be located on public property – 
most likely in the intersections, e.g. Grove and Thayer/Bonifant.  This is a very densely 
populated neighborhood with very narrow streets. Therefore, noxious or hazardous fumes from 
these vents would linger and be more likely to permeate living quarters.  What types of fumes 
are anticipated?  What does MTA suggest to measure and mitigate this potential hazard? 

CONSTRUCTION/COMPENSATION: 

We have received only verbal assurances from MTA that they will not take any homes and that 
it will be safe for residents to remain in their homes during construction.  MTA needs to 
document this with specific details.  For example: 

How realistic is this, if only 10 % of the engineering study is complete?  What is the chance that 
unanticipated problems during construction will require the “taking” of homes? 

How are homeowners/residents protected, if there is damage/injury during construction?  Will 
the homes be bonded? 

What is the process for negotiating compensation for ground rights under affected properties? 

We recognize that at this late date in the process, it will be difficult to subject this route to the 
same public scrutiny as was available for the other routes.  However, it is essential to the 
credibility of this project that this route be given the same scrutiny as the surface route and 
equitable time for public input.   

We urge you to require more detailed analyses in your recommendations for MTA’s further 
study of this tunnel route to address these impacts and to allow for an adequate public comment 
period after these analyses have been completed.  

Sincerely,

East Silver Spring Citizen’s Association 

(ESSCA) Board of Directors 

Bob Colvin 

President 

cc:  County Council 

       MTA 



 - RECORD #1554 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Read
Business Name :
Address : 65 Harvard Street
City : Whitman
State : MA
Zip Code : 02382
Email Address : john.read1018@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I plan to move to the area in summer and support any and all mass

transit initiatives to ease traffic and pollution on highways!



 - RECORD #894 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Real de Azua
Business Name :
Address : 4502 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : STOP the current Purple Line light rail proposal and say NO to transit on

the trail.  Please go back to the drawing board to design a BETTER
purple line: one that will go underground like the rest of the Metro
system.  Save and preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as it is -- a trail of
peace and beauty that is part of the "Central Park" system of the greater
Washington area and used and enjoyed by thousands.



 - RECORD #940 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Real de Azua
Business Name :
Address : 4502 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CHRISTINELRDEA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Please STOP the Purple Line as currently envisioned.  Please go back
to the drawing board to design a BETTER purple line: one that will go
underground like the rest of the Metro system, or use an enhanced bus
system. Please save and preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as it is -- a
trail of peace and beauty that is part of the "Central Park" system of the
greater Washington area and used and enjoyed by thousands.

I am an avid user of the Capital Crescent Trail and I am not alone -
every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers  use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  A light rail is not in
the public interest -- it will destroy this unique resource.  Please save the
trail and support the much better options that are available to provide the
region with more public transportation.

Sincerely,

Christine Real de Azua
4502 Elm Street
Chevy Chase MD 20815



 - RECORD #3201 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Reamy
Business Name :
Address : 204 May Lane
City : Edgewater
State : MD
Zip Code : 21037
Email Address : BVReamy@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Reamy 35875.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #630 DETAIL
First Name : Veerender
Last Name : Reddy
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : VEERENDER.REDDY@DC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I Support the Purple Line as Light rail.



 - RECORD #2782 DETAIL
First Name : Dan
Last Name : Reed
Business Name :
Address : 2604 Hawkshead Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : DANREED@UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #2451 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin F.
Last Name : Reed
Business Name :
Address : 1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20036
Email Address : KREED@DOWLOHNES.COM
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Reed_Kevin.pdf (17 kb)







 - RECORD #638 DETAIL
First Name : Becky
Last Name : Reeve
Business Name :
Address : 2103 Belvedere Blvd. #4
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : BREEVE@WWC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs:  I for one am dismayed about the process and decision

making about the  Purple Line as it is now being sited through downtown
Silver Spring.  It took 10 years of advocacy by Friends of the Library,
Library Advisory Committee and Committee for a New Silver Spring
Library to finally get land appropriated for building of a new Silver Spring
Library. After land was finally acquired, suddenly it turned out that the
Purple Line is to bi-sect the plot allocated and purchased for the primary
purpose of relocation of the library.   The groups that have been
advocating for the new library for 10 years were never notified that this
was in process.  The placement of the Purple Line is presented as a fait
accompli.  This has made an awkward mess of trying to design the
library- much less build it. It appears that the library will have to be built
in part over this Purple Line.  We are not certain that the Purple Line will
be put through our library plot but it is ordered that the design process
for the library must proceed upon the assumption that it will. It is a
design mess.  We do not know what the construction time line is for the
Purple Line vis a vis the library and/or how that will affect progress of
building either.

Finally, I am highly skeptical that this particular planned passage of the
Purple Line through downtown Silver Spring will relieve the existing
congestion of the Georgia Avenue - Coleville Road - Fenton Street.  It is
a crawl most times and adding another intersecting travel line, I think,
will only add to the present congestion.

Becky Reeve, member of Friends of the Silver Spring Library
2103 Belvedere Blvd. # 4 , Silver Spring MD 20902
Home e-mail: (301) 920-0753
Work email: breeve@wwc.org



 - RECORD #1285 DETAIL
First Name : Ari
Last Name : Reeves
Business Name :
Address : 10315 Brunswick Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : areeves@world.oberlin.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:
1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;
2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park, and other communities along the transit corridor;
3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor; and
4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Of the options under consideration, this one clearly will bring the
greatest benefits to Montgomery and Prince George's county residents.
Please do everything in your power to allow the plan to move forward
and the Purple Line to be built.

As someone who lives and works near downtown Silver Spring, I look
forward to the day when I can travel quickly and easily to Bethesda or
College Park by light rail and not by car.

Thank you!



 - RECORD #3174 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Reeves
Business Name :
Address : 8003 Eastern Drive, #301
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : miker2298@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Reeves 35743.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #2569 DETAIL
First Name : Agnese
Last Name : Reforzo Arnold
Business Name :
Address : 11137 Dewey Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : AREFORZO@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

As a native of Bethesda, I use the beautiful, green Capital Crescent Trail
to enjoy a run, bike and walk. Now that I have a child of my own, I would
like for her to enjoy the same green space  in a downtown Bethesda as I
did.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2351 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick, Janet, Christopher, Jennifer, and Caroline
Last Name : Regan
Business Name :
Address : 6 Quincy Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PREGAN@REGANFIRM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My wife and I are long time residents of Chevy Chase Village.  Since the
date of the opening of the Crescent Trail, we have used it on a weekly
basis for walking, running, biking and other similar activities.  Our 3
children, who are now in college, have virtually grown up using the trail
for all of these activities.  Shortly after they respectively learned to ride a
bike, they would go on weekend trips on the trail with us.  All total, we
have logged more than 2000 hours on the trail since it opened.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration of our position.



 - RECORD #2818 DETAIL
First Name : Heike
Last Name : Reichelt
Business Name :
Address : 4605 Sleaford Rd.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JOKER3113@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We live in East Bethesda and appreciate the trees and air in the
neighborhood and the proximity to the Capital Crescent Trail - for our
use and that of future generations.

We are surprised to hear that the current proposals for the Purple Line
mean cutting down trees along the Trail to make space for the
envisaged transportation - especially at a time when we should be trying
everything we can to preserve "Green" anywhere we can to slow down
climate change.

Jones Bridge Road already exists and can be used to achieve almost
the same goals - and prevent even more traffic between Bethesda and
the Beltway. That should be20the preferred alternative.

Please preserve the trail in its current state!

Thank you for your consideration.

More for your consideration from the "Save the Trail petition":

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.



 - RECORD #2813 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Reichert
Business Name :
Address : 5211 Worthington Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : Sergaya@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1206 DETAIL
First Name : Ervin
Last Name : Reid
Business Name :
Address : 305 Bogota Drive
City : Fort Washington
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Ervin, E-R-V-I-N, Reid, R-E-I-D and I'm at

305 Bogota Drive in Fort Washington, Maryland.

First of all, I'd like to commend you for coming out and having this
hearing and say that I am in support of some type of transportation,
obviously between Prince George's and Montgomery County. Unlike,
most of my friends who all drive big cars or whatever, I do ride the
Metro. I do ride the bus and I understand how important transportation
is.

Doing a lot of work throughout the Metropolitan Area, if you look at what
we have done in the past, for example, with the Metro itself, it always
seems as if Prince George's County our transportation system just
seems to happen.

Whereas Montgomery, how Bethesda grew, how Silver Spring grew, you
look at Arlington County as probably the best example of what Metro can
do right. That community grew in a way that probably is an example
throughout the world.

I don't think that there has been enough input from people like myself. I
found out about this last night from a friend, just happened to have a
conversation. And I know that, again riding the Metro and the buses and
so forth, we need a lot more input from those of us, especially in Prince
George's County, who don't exactly know what is going on.

Because this is going to have a major impact on the type of
developments that we have. If you look at the waterfront in Virginia,
you'll see Metro's over there. We now have National Harbor there's none
there. We have Konterra which is going to be even a larger project.
Should it go to Konterra as well?

I just think there just needs to be a lot more analysis, a lot more input
from people in Prince George's County and I just think that we need to
really, I know time is of the essence, but doing it right will most definitely
save us a lot of heartache, especially for Prince George's County. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #2418 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : Reilly Scarff
Business Name :
Address : 9718 Barrister Ct.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MRSCARFF1@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Send Email Now! I have lived in Montg.C, FOR 67 YEARS,in Bethesda, i

have seen it grow up.ten years ago i began to count the people on the
bus along east/west hwy. there is never more than 12 on a good day
and night. where they need people movers will be the new NNMC.
CONNECUTICUT AVE. can not stand  to be  stopped to let a train go by
in the morning and evening. You will be dropping people off in the heart
of Bethesda for what, you will destroy the backyards of many houses
along the way, the value of which has already gone down because of the
publicity. We can not afford it, are taxes have gone up way to much now.
ten years ago you had 70 million to bulid it. now it is triple that.it is not
worth it...is this what O'MALLEY wants as his one term legacy...
Margaret Reilly Scarff   9718 Barrister CT. bETHESDA 20814



 - RECORD #49 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin Michael
Last Name : Reilly
Business Name :
Address : 8009 Newdale Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : kevinmichaelreilly@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a Bethesda resident, I am very excited at the prospect of a light rail

line to SiIver Spring and beyond. The sooner, the better.



 - RECORD #3243 DETAIL
First Name : George R.
Last Name : Reinhart, Ph.D.
Business Name : Senior Research Scientist
Address : University of Maryland
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : greinhart@casl.umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Maryland Transit Administration,

I currently work in College Park and live in Gaithersburg.  I commute by
Ride-On Bus and Metro about 4 days per week.  A Purple line that would
run directly from Bethesda to College park would save me a lot of time
and encourage me to use public transportation all the time.  Substituting
some sort of a dedicated bus line for a Purple Line Metro route will be a
failure.   The exigencies of weather and traffic will create bottlenecks and
slowdowns and ultimately lead to a bus system failure.  The best
possible system is to integrate the Purple Line into the current Metro
system, representing a seamless and continuous transit system.
Ultimately, other legs of the Metro system should be connected (e.g.,
New Carrolton to Branch Avenue, through Largo Town Center or
Bethesda to West Falls Church) , until eventually there is a continuous
Metro loop that surrounds Washington.



 - RECORD #2573 DETAIL
First Name : Betsy
Last Name : Reinstein Dewey
Business Name :
Address : 4618 DeRussey Pkwy
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BETSYREINSTEIN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am writing to express my deep concern and outrage about the proposal
to run the purple line on the Crescent Trail.  I am in disbelief that this
plan is being so seriously considered, when there are alternatives that
haven't been given enough weight.  The alternatives I've read about
make more sense, for many reasons.  How can we even consider
bulldozing this beautiful trail?  Once this green space is gone, it's gone --
we'll never get it back.  The Crescent Trail is a precious and unique
natural resource that so many enjoy.  My family is among them -- when
we chose to live in this area, proximity to the trail was an important
asset.  It adds immeasurably to our quality of life.  I'm also aware of how
many people are drawn to come from other areas to downtown
Bethesda to bike or walk or rollerblade on the trail.

I'm in favor of transit between Silver Spring and Bethesda but I'm
outraged at the possibility of light rail in place of this irreplaceable
treasure.  Please, please, stand up to those who would destroy our
precious Crescent Trail -- please seek an alternative route for the purple
line!

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1758 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Reis, PE
Business Name :
Address : 711 Copley Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : rreis@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Hello leaders,

I am writing you to express my strong support for a rail version of the
Purple line - either the medium or high-end version.

The Purple line will provide citizens of all levels of wealth and ages -
young and old - with essential mobility without the costs of excessive air
pollution, traffic congestion, emission of global warming gases, and just
the costs of getting and maintaining a motor vehicle.

I am an avid bicycle rider and member of the Washington Area
Bicyclist's
Association and I know that having this facility will enhance bicycling
along its way.

Also as a member of the Rails to Trails Conservancy, I am aware of
many
bicycle trails that have been built along operational and permanent
railroad lines. There is no reason we can't build a passenger rail line
along a bicycle trail and keep the best aspects of the trail.

Wishing you the best for the new year,



 - RECORD #435 DETAIL
First Name : Rose
Last Name : Reis
Business Name :
Address : 711 Copley Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : rose.reis@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am excited about the Purple Line as a long time resident of suburban

Maryland. This project would rescue our state from being a victim of its
own economic boom--the storm of house and shopping center
construction, mixed with ever more new residents that has thickened the
transit corridors to a molasses like crawl. Everyone in the nation knows
the DC suburbs are chocked by conjestion--this line is long overdue.
Growing up in Silver Spring and dreaded driving to Bethesda or Langley
Park, which while 3 miles away would take 45 minutes or longer in near-
perpetual rush hour. My family and friends have long suffered from
Maryland's notoriously crowded and unsafe roads (hardly one day
passed when we didn't see a fatal accident on New Hampshire Avenue).
The financial and logistical challenges of constructing the Purple Line
will be overshadowed by the enormous benefits to be gained. Residents
in suburban DC will flock to take the new commuter line; developers will
build near stops and residents priced out of Silver Spring and Bethesda
will settle in now blighted eastern Maryland just as they are across
Washington, D.C. where  there are Metro stops. Thank you for
considering my voice. Please make the right decision for Maryland's
future.



 - RECORD #240 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Reitzel
Business Name :
Address : 11520 Sequoia Lane
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TODDREITZEL@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : The text of my comment read at the Saturday, 11/15, hearing in New
Carrollton:

I speak today in support of the Purple Line and specifically in support of
building high-investment rail. We all know the challenges that area
commuters face daily, and we know that our rail system was built in
radial fashion before the growth of jobs in the Maryland suburbs, growth
that left only cars and buses for commuters living in Prince George’s
County to get to jobs in Montgomery County. And as we know, buses
have been susceptible to the congestion caused by road traffic on
shared roadways.

High-investment rail should be our solution for the high-volume transit
needed in the next 25 years in suburban Maryland. High-investment rail
would provide the safe, reliable, and fast commuting link we need as a
significant alternative to roadway commuting. It would be the safest and
most reliable alternative possible because it would be the most
separated from our current road network. And it would offer the fastest
travel times among all the alternatives.

Therefore, high-investment rail would be the most effective choice for
this project. It would attract the most riders, including many from the
Metrorail system that it most closely resembles. Because of its high
ridership and its more permanent transitway, it would also attract the
most transit-oriented development, a key strategy in the fight against
sprawl, the protection of the environment, and the fight against global
warming. It is well known that commuters prefer rail to bus, and
Christopher Puchalsky’s research at the University of Pennsylvania
(“Comparison of Emissions from LRT and BRT”, Transportation
Research Record, 2005) reminds us that light rail has lower emissions
than bus rapid transit.

High-investment rail would be a regional achievement that would both be
consistent with Prince George’s County’s master plan and satisfy
Montgomery County’s master plan, including the decades-old plan for
rail and trail on the Capital Crescent Trail, the original dual purpose for
which the land was purchased.

Naturally, high-investment rail costs the most to build, but according to
the Alternatives Analysis high-investment rail’s cost effectiveness falls
into the Federal Transit Administration’s preferred Medium range. And
notably, high-investment rail would have the lowest annual operating
and maintenance cost of all the light rail options.

Is the $1.6 billion that high-investment rail would cost worth it? For that
price, it would carry the most riders in the safest, most reliable, and
fastest manner that would minimize emissions and encourage smart
growth. It would revitalize communities inside the Beltway and would
connect important job centers. High-investment rail is a truly worthwhile
vision for suburban Maryland’s future, a vision worthy of our children and
grandchildren.



In the past few years, we have seen Maryland’s transportation policy
leadership creatively develop funding for major road projects. Now is the
time to put our creativity to work to make the most effective transit
investment in our future. Congratulations to MDOT’s Purple Line project
team for their hard work to explore the options and develop the
Alternatives Analysis, and thank you for all of the input you have
accepted so far. I look forward to a decision from the state leadership
that yields the transit solution we need to build a vibrant future for
suburban Maryland.

Todd Reitzel

11520 Sequoia Lane

Beltsville, Maryland

November 15, 2008



 - RECORD #1125 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Reitzel
Business Name :
Address : 11520 Sequoia Ln
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20705
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Todd, T-O-D-D, Reitzel, R-E-I-T-Z-E-L. I live at 11520 Sequoia
Lane,Beltsville, Maryland. I want to speak today in support of the Purple
Line and specifically in support of building High Investment Rail.

We all know the challenges that area commuters face daily and we know
that our rail system was built in a radial fashion before the growth of jobs
in the Maryland suburbs.

Growth that left only cars and buses for commuters living in Prince
George's County to get to jobs in Montgomery County. And as we know,
buses have been susceptible to the congestion caused by road traffic on
shared roadways.

High Investment Rail should be our solution for the high volume transit
needed in the next 25 years in suburban Maryland. High Investment Rail
would provide the safe, reliable, and fast commuting links that we need
as a significant alternative to roadway commuting.

It would be the safest and most reliable alternative possible because it
would be the most separated from our current road network. And it
would offer the fastest travel times among all the alternatives.

So High Investment Rail would be the most effective choice for this
project. It would attract the most riders, including many from the
Metrorail system that it most closely resembles. Because of its high
ridership and more permanent transitway, it would also attract the most
transit-oriented development.

A key strategy in the fight against sprawl, protection of the environment,
and the fight against global warming. It's well known that commuters
prefer rail to bus and research at the University of Pennsylvania reminds
us that light rail has lower emissions than Bus Rapid Transit.

High Investment Rail would be a regional achievement that would both
be consistent with the Prince George's County Master Plan and satisfy
Montgomery County's Master Plan, including the decades old plan for
rail and trail on the Capital Crescent Trail, the original duel purpose for
which that land was purchased.

And naturally High Investment Rail cost the most to build but according
to the Alternatives Analysis its cost effectiveness falls into the FTA's
preferred medium range. And notably High Investment Rail would have
the lowest annual operating and maintenance cost of all the Light Rail
options.

Is the $1.6 billion that it would cost be worth it? For that price it would
carry the most riders in the safest, most reliable, and fastest manner. It
would minimize emissions and encourage Smart Growth. It would
revitalize communities inside the Beltway and would connect important
job centers.

High Investment Rail is truly a worthwhile vision for our future. A vision
worthy of our children and our grandchildren. In the past few years we've
seen Maryland's transportation policy leadership creatively develop
funding for major road projects and now is the time to put our creativity
to work to make the most effective transit investment in our future.

I want to congratulate the project team for their hard work to explore the
options and develop the Alternatives Analysis. I want to thank you all for
the input you've accepted so far in the process.

I look forward to a decision from the State. Leadership that yields the



transit solution we need to build a vibrant future for suburban Maryland.



 - RECORD #1566 DETAIL
First Name : Davida
Last Name : Remer
Business Name :
Address : 616 Bonifant St.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : davida.remer@noaa.gov
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

The purple line makes perfect sense. Let's get it approved so work can
begin.

Davida



 - RECORD #702 DETAIL
First Name : Stew
Last Name : Remer
Business Name :
Address : 2 Hearthstone Court
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SREMER@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,
         Council Members

PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE PURPLE LINE ROUTE DOES NOT
INFRINGE ON THE UNPAVED PORTION OF THE CAPITAL
CRESENT TRAIL.

I and my family and friends are frequent users of the trail.  Rarely are we
on the trail without lots of other families also enjoying the trail for walking
and biking.  With other route alternatives available as well as different
bus options, it would be wrong to take the trail and recreational adjacent
greenspace between Bethesda and Silver Spring away from those of us
who enjoy it so much.  Undoubtedly, if the trail is used for the Purple
Line, commercial development would encroach on that greenspace.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Stew Remer
2 Hearthstone Court
Rockville, MD



 - RECORD #2920 DETAIL
First Name : Shereen
Last Name : Remez
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SREMEZ@AARP.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My husband and I bike the trail every weekend from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #890 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Remuzzi
Business Name :
Address : 1636 6th st nw
City : washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address : cremuzzi@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not use BRT to run the Purple line. I support light or heavy rail

as a long term solution.



 - RECORD #652 DETAIL
First Name : Gary
Last Name : Repp
Business Name :
Address : 9007 LeVelle Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : repp.gary.pdf (31 kb)





 - RECORD #2152 DETAIL
First Name : Gary
Last Name : Repp
Business Name :
Address : 9007 LeVelle Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. G. Repp.pdf (836 kb)





 - RECORD #1889 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : Requena
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Hunt Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MARTINREQUENA@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I jog on the trail every day and also usually enjoy biking there. Other
members of my family, my friends and neighbors also enjoy the trail
every day. We are part of the more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all
ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- who use the Capital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring every week. The Trail is
enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families
with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school,
athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all
around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1043 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Ressa
Business Name :
Address : 5409 Dorset Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RICHARDARE@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the TrailÂ

Dear GovernorÂ  O'Malley,
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,Â
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  County Executive Leggett,
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Chairman Hanson,
Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  Council President Andrews,

I use the trail daily as my great escape from everyday cares and a
surefire way to get some exercise.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.Â  The Trail isÂ  enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters.Â  Trail users come from all around the region.Â

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.Â  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrowÂ  bike lane along a
transitway
Run trains about 10'Â  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenanceGreat urban areas have great parks.Â Â  This
irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and
outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.Â  Please use yourÂ  wisdom, vision and courage to put
transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this
region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.Â

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Richard Ressa
5409 Dorset Avenue
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1632 DETAIL
First Name : Reuben
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line would be incredibly advantageous for me. I have to

commute from Greenbelt to Rockville every day on an uncomfortable,
slow bus. A lightrail transit option would be more convenient and energy
efficient



 - RECORD #1630 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Reuter
Business Name : N/A
Address : P.O. Box 1514
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21203
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : If it is rail you can use any route I would probably use it.

if it is BRT you might as well forget it I won't ever even bother riding it



 - RECORD #2206 DETAIL
First Name : Anthony
Last Name : Revenis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AREVENIS@USUHS.MIL
Submission Content/Notes : Folks,

I would be saddened to see the nature of the trail be changed
dramatically.

The first biker or stroller that ends up under a trolley will be a tragedy
that you could avoid.  (Though someone is going to get seriously injured
on the badly eroded rail bed that exists now.)

If you have to follow the trail path, I recommend that you consider an
underground or overhead (mono-rail) solution.

It also strikes me that with WRAMC moving to the NNMC, the Medical
Centers stop on the Red Line makes more sense for employees than
downtown Bethesda.

Good luck and I pray that you find the wisdom to make a wise decision.



 - RECORD #929 DETAIL
First Name : Thelma
Last Name : Reyes
Business Name :
Address : 18 Park Avenue
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20877
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I Support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Ceruzzi_Paul_Comment Cards.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #1849 DETAIL
First Name : michael
Last Name : reynolds
Business Name :
Address : 4821 Montgomery Lane
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mreyno13@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : As a Bethesda, Maryland resident, I am very much in favor of a light rail

system for the proposed Purple Line.



 - RECORD #821 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Rhine
Business Name :
Address : 13401 Dove Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line is a good idea just at the wrong time. With all the

economic problems in the state of Maryland I believe the money could
be used in areas of greater need.

Attachments : 6.pdf (932 kb)





 - RECORD #957 DETAIL
First Name : Terry and Mary
Last Name : Rhodes
Business Name :
Address : 702 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rhodes@aacu.org
Submission Content/Notes : My wife and I live in the 700 block of Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring, i.e.

the Purple Line will run directly in front of our home. We strongly support
the Purple Line as a light rail system with no tunnel. We have lived for
several years in Portland. OR and we know that cars and light rail can
co-exist on the street. We favor shared lanes - they work. They also slow
traffic down, which is important on Wayne Avenue which now has many
speeders and very little room for pedestrians. The noise levels are much
less than with bus options - also a plus for those of us who live on there.
We need the PL as soon as possible to preserve teh environment and to
anticipate continued growth in traffic. Hopefully, attention will also be
paid to enhancing the streetscape with trees and bushes, etc. that will
also improve air pollution from car exhaust. Light rail works - despite the
fears of the skeptics, listen to people who have lived with above ground,
light rail, shared lanes and know that it works and works well - is safe,
quieter and environmentally better.



 - RECORD #2606 DETAIL
First Name : Lillian
Last Name : Ricardo
Business Name :
Address : 4516 Chase Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LILLIAN.RICARDO.811@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

I have lived in the neighborhood of between Wisconsin Avenue and
Columbia Country Club for two years and enjoy regular use the trail on a
weekly basis between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The trail is a place
where I can safely escape the noise of cars to run, bike or walk with
friends or alone. It is truly a beautiful and special natural resource in
such a great urbanized region where these resources are limited.  I am
25 years old and part of the special appeal of living in this neighborhood
is the Capital Crescent Trail – the way it is now.  I can imagine living
here with a family in a few years and taking my children for walks or
teaching them how to ride their bikes there, but the threat of an above
ground train so close to this resource will deeply sadden me.  I will
certainly not feel like I am escaping the hustle and bustle of life with a
train running by me every few minutes.  I wish to continue to make use
of the trail as it is. Should you choose to alter the trail I would ask that
you expand it and add more trees and increase safety measures, not
narrow it, cut down trees and increase the noise pollution.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2089 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea
Last Name : Rice
Business Name :
Address : 5210 Goddard Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : AWRICE2000@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor   O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director  Ratcliff
         County  Executive  Leggett,
         Chairman   Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I recently moved here from California. One of the things that continues to
strike me about Bethesda is how green it is. Los Angeles, as you know if
you've ever been there, is a concrete jungle. The trail is one of the things
I love most about this area. I love how many different types of people
use it. Small children on tricycles, couples walking hand-in-hand,
teenagers riding bikes to visit friends, families on a weekend walk. The
trail is truly stunning and a source of pride for those who enjoy it and live
near it.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put
transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this
region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3171 DETAIL
First Name : Chrysantha
Last Name : Rice
Business Name :
Address : 806 Houston Ave., APt. 2
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : chrysantha.rice@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rice 35760.pdf (109 kb)





 - RECORD #3087 DETAIL
First Name : Jerry M.
Last Name : Rice
Business Name :
Address : 3213 Coqueline Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rice 35376.pdf (151 kb)









 - RECORD #1530 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Richards
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FPRICHARDS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I urge the State of Maryland to support funding of the Purple Line as an

addition to the current Metrorail system.

I believe it would be a much more effective use of transportation funds
than the Inter County Connector (ICC).  If the the State of Maryland
decides to go forward with the ICC, I would hope there would be some
way to also support the Purple Line.

If the current Administration cannot see its way clear to support the
Purple Line, its successor might be able to do so.

Frank Richards



 - RECORD #2064 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Richards
Business Name :
Address : 7508 Tarrytown Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : RICHARDS7508@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Governor Martin O’Malley

100 State Circle

Annapolis, MD 21401

The Purple Line

Dear Govenor O’Malley

It may seem perverse to argue against the construction of a mass transit
system between Bethesda and New Carollton, and I would gladly
support such a scheme if it were not so ill-conceived as the current
options for the Purple Line clearly are.

The Maryland Transit Administration’s proposals for light rail and rapid
bus options attempt to shoehorn a transit system into an existing
infrastructure inadequate to accommodate it. In the case of the light rail
option, it will split urban communities in half, and destroy a highly valued
linear park and wildlife corridor, the Georgetowm Branch Trail, enjoyed
in its present form by many thousands of people across the region. The
trail provides users with a safe and sheltered hiker-biker route that
connects the Capital Crescent Trail to Rock Creek. It stretches credibility
to see how a trail can co-exist with light rail in such a limited space, with
no trees to provide shade, and with transit passing at close quarters
every few minutes. In addition, the proposed transit link between
Bethesda and New Carollton will not take many cars off the road, and
the light rail option will likely be too expensive for the transit-dependent
populations in Prince George’s County. They will again resort to the
cheaper and slower alternative, and travel by bus.

The President Elect intends to invest in the repair and improvement of
the country’s infrastructure. There is now an opportunity for planning of
greater vision that will serve the transport needs of the greater
Washington region in the long term. The Purple Line needs
reconsideration in conjunction with a coherent plan that involves the
Metro system and the counties of Virginia bordering the District of
Columbia. Expensive though it is, undergound construction of mass-
transit systems is the best long-term option in urban environments that
are in need of enhancement, and not degradation. The Purple Line is not
a green solution unless it takes a significant number of cars off the
roads, and avoids degradation of the environment, and this is what the
most successful light rail systems manage to achieve.

Attachments : Richards_Sarah.pdf (52 kb)





 - RECORD #1715 DETAIL
First Name : Melanie
Last Name : Richardson
Business Name :
Address : 402 Deerfield Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MELMELRICHARDSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is feasible to design
a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is
considerably lower than the "high-investment" light rail alternative that
MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of
a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written
comments of others in the community have explained are not assessed
in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings
with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
community.  In addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary station at
Wayne and Dale.

Respectfully,

Melanie Richardson



 - RECORD #2460 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Richardson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PRICHARDSON211@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it's important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #158 DETAIL
First Name : Rhea
Last Name : Richardson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : rhealight2@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi ,  My name is Rhea Richardson and live in Takoma Park MD . I can't

attend the hearing on November 22nd, but I'd like to express my support
for the Purple Light Rail line. This area needs a cross county line
because of the structure of the metro which leaves a large distance
between the two red lines, the green line and the blue/orange line. Light
Rail is a good solution for reasons of convenience, expense and the
environment. We need to get cars off the road! I often take a car to
Bethesda instead of public transportation;  however, East West Highway
is a terrible route during rush hour; the Purple Line would enable me to
leave the car at home.I do hope that we can finally build the Purple Line
. It would benefit a large number of people in the suburban counties.

Thanks, Rhea Richardson



 - RECORD #1678 DETAIL
First Name : Rhea
Last Name : Richardson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RHEALIGHT2@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Purple Line AA/DEIS

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.
Ratcliff:
Last week the Montgomery County Planning Department staff added to
the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light Rail option using the
Master Plan alignment and I am writing to express my support for many
of the conclusions of the staff. We specifically support the following
conclusions of the planning staff:
•       Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and
Silver Spring;
•       Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including
through the Air Rights Tunnel in Bethesda and into the Transit Center in
Silver Spring;
•       Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton
Village area integrated with the new Silver Spring library.
•       We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project.
We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.
Sincerely, Rhea Richardson



 - RECORD #554 DETAIL
First Name : Suzanne
Last Name : Richman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SUZANNE_RICHMAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am OPPOSED to using a very popular trail that is written up as the best

part of people's vacations to Bethesda to add the Purple Line.  Please
use the existing roads and leave the paths for families and sports
enthusiasts.

Suzanne Richman
Little Falls Watershed Alliance.



 - RECORD #1725 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Richmond
Business Name :
Address : 402 Tulip Ave
City : Takoma Park, MD
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA:

I am a resident of Takoma Park, MD, and I strongly support a rail Purple
Line.  It would greatly facilitate travel by both residents and visitors, and
would stimulate growth.  These components would help realize a
successful Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Sincerely,

Brian G. Richmond, PhD
402 Tulip Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #1418 DETAIL
First Name : Jennifer
Last Name : Riddell
Business Name :
Address : 2440 16th Street. NW 3424
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20007
Email Address : jlriddell@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Riddell.Jennifer.pdf (42 kb)





 - RECORD #399 DETAIL
First Name : Jeremy
Last Name : Rider
Business Name :
Address : 7000  Winslow Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : JRIDER@RIDER-SPORTS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jeremy Rider
7000 Winslow Street
Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #617 DETAIL
First Name : Micheal C.
Last Name : Ridgway
Business Name : The Ridgway Group, LLC
Address : 7625 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MIKE@THERIDGWAYGROUP.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,
         I have been a resident of Montgomery County for 45 years and I
have resided in Kensington with my wife and 3 children for the last 20
years.  My entire family uses the trail on a very regular basis for bike
riding and  walking, during all the seasons, not just the summer time.  I
use the trail at least one time per week. In the summer time we use it
regularly to ride our bikes into Bethesda to spend money with the
restaurant and other retailers.

I      I am   writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put
transit in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-
lined, natural         recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.



3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.



In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michael C. Ridgway
The Ridgway Group,LLC
7625 Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 301
Bethesda, MD 20814

Office Phone  (240) 482-3597
Office Fax:      (240) 482-3599



mike@theridgwaygroup.net



 - RECORD #2075 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Ridgway
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NANRIDGWAY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Gov. O'Malley and all you other important Maryland policymakers,

I am writing to respectfully request you find an alternate plan to the
Purpleline.  A fast bus line has been suggested on existing roads, which
would help solve many problems, including how to fund this plan.

I drive around Maryland, the state in which I was born, and have lived
my whole life, and have mixed feelings.  I am excited about the growth
and diversity that is more and more apparent every day. As a nursing
student at Montgomery College, I am amazed at how different all my
fellow students are, but how we can find common ground, and become
friends.  But I am tremendously sad at what is happening to the beautiful
landscapes around us.  Trees are being cut down ruthlessly to make
room for more houses and buildings.  Open areas where I used to watch
horses, foxes and deer run are going to  highrise  office buildings.

The Crescent Trail is a place where city and green spaces work
together.  So many people use the trail for a getaway from the
congestion of every day life.  And the trees that line the trail are so
important for the future of the environment.  Please don't take the
Crescent Trail away from the 10,000+ people who love it.



 - RECORD #2530 DETAIL
First Name : Hans
Last Name : Riemer
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HANS.RIEMER@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Hans Riemer, I am a resident of East Silver Spring.  I am a
member of Silver Spring Advocates, a neighborhood group near
downtown that supports a light rail Purple Line, and I am a Vice
President of the Action Committee for Transit, which supports light rail.  I
was also a member in 2006-2007 of the Long Branch Advisory Council,
which supported the Purple Line for the positive benefits it could bring to
the Long Branch community.

I would like to add my voice to those calling for a Light Rail Purple Line,
along the Georgetown Branch master-plan alignment from Silver Spring
to Bethesda.

I believe very strongly that the Purple Line will make Silver Spring a
much better place to live.

The advantage of a light rail system, which I believe is particularly true
for light rail, is that it can be harmoniously integrated into an existing
community.  There are shining examples of this the world over, including
European cities where clean, fast, reliable light rail systems run through
beautiful, historic villages and bustling downtowns.  With care, light rail
can enhance the quality of life in a neighborhood significantly.

Some of the most important impacts of a Purple Line that I foresee for
Silver Spring include:

A light rail Purple Line will allow for the continued growth of Silver
Spring's downtown business center without having to add a car on the
streets and a space in a garage for every new job and two cars for every
residence. We have a precious little space in downtown Silver Spring
and yet a long way to go to make it a more vibrant, walkable community.
The Purple Line will bring life into the downtown while allowing us to
preserve our precious space for people and businesses, not parking and
cars.

The Purple Line will also help bolster Fenton Village, a long neglected
district in downtown Silver Spring.  Its important that we have a stop in
Fenton Village.

The Purple Line will reduce traffic on our local roads in the Silver Spring
area, according to state planners.  Our neighborhoods are already
besieged by cut-through east-west traffic.  The Purple Line will provide a
safety-valve for this pressure, resulting in a safer and cleaner
community.  I've never seen any other proposal that would reduce traffic
on our neighborhood streets over the long term.

The Purple Line will provide a superb connection for Silver Spring
residents to jobs in Bethesda, Rockville, and up the 270 high tech
corridor via the Red Line.  With the 270 corridor providing the economic
engine for our state, we need a high quality transit link for residents of



the eastern side of Montgomery County, as do our neighbors in Prince
George's County.

By building the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch master plan
alignment, we will finally be able to establish a connected trail from
Silver Spring to Bethesda and beyond.  I look forward to taking my family
for walks and bikes along the trail, including my son who absolutely
loves trains.  I fully support the staff recommendation for a 12 foot wide
trail wherever possible.  I would also note that while I support light rail
along the trail, running rapid buses along the trail would be very
problematic.

Above all, the Purple Line is a step towards a new vision of planning for
Montgomery County.  I enjoyed and appreciated remarks that Chairman
Hanson recently delivered about building a new growth paradigm for
Montgomery County, resetting the "wedges and corridors" vision and its
auto-centrality that has been the planning principle in recent decades,
with a new vision based on building vibrant urban centers that are transit
oriented, walkable and support stronger communities—while minimizing
the adverse environmental impacts of population growth.  I think the
Purple Line is the most important step we can take in that direction right
now.

While I am an advocate of bus transit and bus rapid transit, I do not think
it is appropriate for the Purple Line.  I am concerned that a Purple Line
bus rapid transit system would have no room to grow without adding an
intolerable number of buses to the system.  Even for a BRT system to
carry the same number of passengers daily as projected by the LRT
system would mean a huge increase in the number of buses on the
road, which I think is problematic.  BRT advocates also claim that the
mode would be more cost effective, but that is also not true over the long
term—BRT has higher operating costs and is ultimately more expensive
that light rail, not less expensive.

Setting aside the merits of light rail versus bus rapid transit, it is also
vitally important to recognize that there is an existing and long standing
consensus for light rail.  Not only is there wide support for light rail in
Montgomery County, but also in Prince George's County.
Recommending bus rapid transit for the Purple Line would, in my
opinion, throw the process into chaos, end all chance of securing
funding from the state, and effectively kill the Purple Line.

Finally, I have previously urged planners to find a way to claim a share
for the Purple Line of the Federal infrastructure investment that is
coming.  Some have recommended that we pay for the Bethesda South
Entrance Purple Line retrofit, which I would enthusiastically support and
hope our planners and elected officials will, too.

Thank you for taking the time to hear my views today.



 - RECORD #46 DETAIL
First Name : Jacques
Last Name : Rigolage
Business Name :
Address : 2306 Warren Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rigolage@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : That public transportation has been greatly needed for all residents - our

example, we live in Silver Spring and we would use it to go to Bethesda
for shopping, dining, etc. Please invest in the future, public
transportation is the future.



 - RECORD #97 DETAIL
First Name : Jacques
Last Name : Rigolage
Business Name :
Address : 2306 Warren Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jr568@voila.fr
Submission Content/Notes : We have been waiting long enough for that project that would permit to

low income family to go across the region by mass transit - please invest
in the future of the region!!!!



 - RECORD #3103 DETAIL
First Name : Jacques
Last Name : Rigolage
Business Name :
Address : 2306 Warren Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rigolage@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rigolage 35366.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #450 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Riley
Business Name :
Address : 514 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : AJRILEY514@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Purple Line Team at the MTA,

 The big worry about an above-ground PL on Wayne avenue centers
around the impact on the nature of the community, especially increased
pressure to "develop" to Wayne avenue and Wanye/Dale possible stop
location.

I recommend that MTA get whomever  is responsible for zoning
decisions in MoCo  to assist your efforts by defining to the community
the effort and practical considerations of a business zoned Wayne
avenue.   The Sligo Parks Hill and Oak View want the communities to
remain residential and friendly, and not to become sold-out to
businesses using the old homes for commercial purposes.

If you can mitigate that worry, then you will find grerater support for the
PL.

Of course, other worries are related to the 180 foot trains, which you
should also make comment upon if this is really applicable only to rush
hour, or what then.

The Silver Spring Advocates also are supportive but really need to hear
more about ways to improve the appearance of Wayne avenue.

All these worries impede residents in their optimism toward mass transit
on Wayne.

As for me,  I would like to know if Hybrid trains have been studied which
could run on batteries while on major streets and then pick up electricity
when using dedicated off-road right-of-ways.   Please let me know about
that, as it would eliminate the overhead wires on residential streets,
andther important worry for local residents in Silver Spring.

Thank You,
 James Riley
 514 Mansfield Road
Silver Spring, MD. 20910



 - RECORD #1792 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Riley
Business Name :
Address : 514 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ajriley514@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : - Any Purple Line must have a stop in the Silver Spring business district

in addition to the transit center.
- A light rail line must be installed with improvements for "beautification"
of the roadside.  Additional lighting, plantings, walkways, should be
added.  Consolidate overhead wires.  Hide the power stations well.
- Shared roadway design on Wayne Avenue, with new left turn lanes.
- is there any way to use battery power on roads and recharge with
electricity when off-road ?
- Longer rail cars scare local property owners due to fear of noise and
obstruction.
- Waiting stations should not become a heavy cost item with elaborate
design.



 - RECORD #3300 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia
Last Name : Rinaldi
Business Name : Rinaldi's Riverdale Bowl
Address : 6322 Kenilworth Avenue
City : Riverdale Park,
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : RinaldiLanes@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden:  Regarding the route of the Purple Line, I would like to

know what is planned for the stretch of roadway along Kenilworth
Avenue between East-West Highway (#410-Riverdale Road) and River
Road.  Will the plans disrupt my business?

Thank you,
Patricia (Pat) Rinaldi
Owner, Rinaldi's Riverdale Bowl



 - RECORD #3320 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia
Last Name : Rinaldi
Business Name : Rinaldi's Riverdale Bowl
Address : 6322 Kenilworth Avenue
City : Riverdale Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : Aduster@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden, Please add me to your mailing list.

Thanks,
Pat Rinaldi
Rinaldi's Riverdale Bowl



 - RECORD #2814 DETAIL
First Name : Theresa
Last Name : Rinehart
Business Name :
Address : 4650 N. Washington Blvd #611
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22201
Email Address : DHACAT@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I was born and have lived in the DC area for most of my life. I have
walked and cycled the Capital Crescent trail hundreds of times. Please
do not allow this remarkable and irreplaceable park to be destroyed.
There are other and better alternatives to solving Montgomery County's
transportation problems.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central
Park" -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1417 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Riordan
Business Name :
Address : 2 Hathaway Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Kay_David Comment Cards.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #3202 DETAIL
First Name : Brittany
Last Name : Ritchie
Business Name :
Address : 1001 Spring Street, #327
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : britt-osteen@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Ritchie 35877.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #1570 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Rittenberg
Business Name : Edible Arrangements
Address : 4701 Sangamore Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : md145@ediblearrangements.com
Submission Content/Notes : For myself, and my employees who come from Silver Spring to work

each day - please finish the purple line.



 - RECORD #1901 DETAIL
First Name : Eileen Penner and
Last Name : Daniel Ritter
Business Name :
Address : 8815 Bellwood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : EPENNER@MAYERBROWN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We use the Capital Crescent Trail almost every week to walk or bike
with our family and friends.  The trail and the trees and foliage that
surround it are some of the key reasons we moved to and love
Bethesda.  The pending plan to turn it into a light rail would destroy the
tranquility of the trail and uproot many of the trees.  There has already
been too much destruction of green space in our area.  Please vote no
on the plan to put light rail on the trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1253 DETAIL
First Name : Angela
Last Name : Rivera
Business Name :
Address : 8004 Glenside Drive
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello, I'm Angela Rivera. A-N-G-E-L-A, R-I-V-E-R-A. First I'd like the

chance to thank you for the opportunity to express our views today and
to thank the MTA and all the other organizations for finally making some
progress on this all-elusive purple line. We've been hearing about it for
years since I moved to DC in about 2001.

I am a sustainable designer and sustainability and lead consultant and a
former resident of Silver Spring and a new resident to Takoma park.

I come to you to ask, we really need to invest in our future. We need to
get away from the culture of the now, now, now, you know, it's too much
at the moment and not thinking of the future.

For me, the only options are the medium to high investment in the light
rail option. We have seen in the past year the increase in gas prices and
now the decrease, but even the AAA, sorry. Even the AAA predicts that
the ridership of public transportation will be significantly increased over
the next year and through this holiday season it will be significantly
reduced from the past year. Even though gas prices are in fact lower.

I had the benefit of going to Greenville this past week in Boston,
Massachusetts where 30,000 people nationally and internationally
attended, and the trend, the national trend is back to bringing cities and
living closer to urban environments.

Twenty, 30 years ago we had only 25 to percent of our population in
urban areas. It is predicted that the middle of the 21st Century will be 80
percent in urban areas. Not to invest the capital income now to increase
our public transportation was in our county's capital where it's almost an
embarrassment internationally that we won't do this, we won't contribute
to our public transportation system.

Having lived abroad and traveled extensively, everywhere else in the
world, London, Paris, you can get on multiple types of transportation and
it's very convenient. Light rail option is very quiet, contrary to what some
people say. You don't know that they're even there.

In Amsterdam it's combined with bike transportation with pedestrian
transportation. Everybody just walks around and coexists. So I just, I
would like to ask for the medium or high light rail. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2310 DETAIL
First Name : Eric
Last Name : Rivera
Business Name :
Address : 8004 Glenside Drive
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20917
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rivera_Eric.pdf (48 kb)





 - RECORD #2992 DETAIL
First Name : Fernando
Last Name : Rivera
Business Name :
Address : 6924 5th Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Melissa Burke.pdf (477 kb)







 - RECORD #1637 DETAIL
First Name : Maria
Last Name : Rivera
Business Name :
Address : 12023 Milton St
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I think this Purple Line is a great idea, more & more people are using

public transportation not only because it's cheaper but because it's
better for the enviroment. I myself would use metro more but the Red
line goes from Wheaton to Shady Grove via DC & that is too much for
me, so I just ride Metro Bus from Wheaton to Shady Grove.



 - RECORD #999 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Rivers
Business Name :
Address : 11201 Rokeby Avenue
City : Garrett Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20896
Email Address : WRIVERS@ITSNC.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
William Rivers
11201 Rokeby Ave
Garrett Park, MD 20896



 - RECORD #2153 DETAIL
First Name : Goldie
Last Name : Rivkin
Business Name :
Address : 7821 Fairfax
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. G. Rivkin.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #2936 DETAIL
First Name : Steve and Mary
Last Name : Rivkin
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : srrivkin@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : An op-ed in the NY Times(1/03/09) provides an alternative to

Montgomery's brace of bad choices for the Purple Line: In the same time
period, "trains" of robotic, interoperable, minimally polluting private cars
could speed the commute. We'll need a far more benign complement of
carpooling rules, ride-sharing, and parking but NOT the destruction of
neighborhoods and park amenities on route! Steven and Mary Rivkin,
Bethesda, MD

OPINION   | January 03, 2009
Op-Ed Contributors:  Four Ways for Detroit to Save Itself
By SEBASTIAN THRUN and ANTHONY LEVANDOWSKI
Here are four technologies that have the potential to improve energy
efficiency, cut down on accidents, reduce pollution and make commuting
more convenient.



 - RECORD #1207 DETAIL
First Name : Alyce
Last Name : Roach
Business Name :
Address : 4006 Hanson Oaks
City : Landover Hills
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Yes. First name Alyce, A-L-Y-C-E, Roach, R-O-A-C-H. 4006 Hanson, H-

A-N-S-O-N, Oaks Drive, Landover Hills, Maryland.

I'll make my presentation very short.

Since no one else has said they are opposed, I am opposed to the
Purple Line from the area of Veterans Parkway down Ellin Road
because I live right at the bottom of Ellin Road, one block from the New
Carrollton Metro.

I don't see and maybe you can tell me differently, I don't see where
there's any room down Ellin Road for train tracks or light rail tracks. As
well as automobile traffic where I live so close and I need to get to my
house. And especially, one of the ladies in the reception area informed
me that the rail tracks would go down the same road and up the same
road.

There's no room in there. It would impact our houses, our homes and
where would the turnaround area be? I see nothing on that map or any
indication about a turnaround area. So our homes would definitely be
impacted.

And that's my opposition. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2864 DETAIL
First Name : Gary and Alyce
Last Name : Roach
Business Name :
Address : 4006 Hanson Oaks Drive
City : Landover Hills
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address : ALYCEROA@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : We are vehmently opposed to the Purple Line travelling along Ellin

Road/New Carrollton Metro area for numerous reasons:

   Too close to our homes (approx 15 feet or less);

   Noise, vibration, pollution, poor air quality, no Open Space or Green
Space Left in area;

   Resale Value of homes will plummet or not sell at all;

   A gate to block access/exit to our homes.  What if an emergency
vehicle needs to enter/exit at same time of passing trains.

   This area has more than its share of transit already:  METRORAIL,
METRO BUSES, AMTRAC, METROLINER, CSX FREIGHT TRAINS
blowing whistles@3:30 a.m. in the morning, the GREYHOUND BUSES
and thousands of AUTOMOBILES surrounding us on Rtes 450, 410, 50,
495 and Ellin Road.  We are in the middle of a noisy, polluted cocoon.
We do not need the Purple Line on Ellin Road!

TAKE THE PURPLE LINE DOWN HARKINS ROAD  PASS THE IRS
AND CSC BLDGS OR 85th AVENUE!



 - RECORD #614 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Robbins
Business Name :
Address : 4500 Jones Bridge Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : arobbinsdc@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam:

I'm a resident of Bethesda on Jones Bridge Road.  First off, the bus
route proposed for Jones Bridge Road will obviously cause extreme
inconvenience, loss of property value (and likely even property itself) ,
and quality of life decreases  to me and my neighbors.  This fact isn't
arguable, no matter how many consultants say otherwise.

But that's not the point, as there are going to be losers in every case.

More importantly, a high-speed bus-way is backward looking.  If the
State of Maryland is hoping to take advantage of any of the huge outlays
in public infrastructure that the Obama administration will be making, a
20th century bus route certainly isn't the way to do it.  Rather, a more
environmentally friendly, direct, and high capacity light rail will be
particularly attractive.  It will be an attractive proposal to a DOT looking
to spend money on green infrastructure improvements.

Sincerely,

Alan Robbins
Bethesda



 - RECORD #2050 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Robbins
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MELIBINS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to defend maintaining the Capital Crescent Trail. This

trail has been a boon to all of the residents of Bethesda-Chevy Chase.
At any given time, it is full of joggers, bikers, walkers, strollers
enjoying safe and easy access to Bethesda and Georgetown. Many
people
use it as a daily trail for commuting to work downtown and to the
entertainments of Bethesda. It is essential to maintain this valuable
conduit in an area that has few public facilities for exercise and few
safe ways to access the businesses at either end of the trail without
having to drive vehicles.

Long live the Capital Crescent Trail!!

Melinda Robbins
(A 27 year resident of Bethesda)



 - RECORD #2636 DETAIL
First Name : Brent
Last Name : Roberts
Business Name :
Address : 4404 Longfellow Street
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : B.ROBERTS@URBANDISCOVERIESLIVING.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #1890 DETAIL
First Name : Carol O.
Last Name : Roberts
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CAROLOROBERTS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

You CAN have your cake and eat it too.

Good east-west public transportation in lower Montgomery County is
entirely possible without destroying the environment or breaking a
budget the State doesn't have.  Why build the most expensive system in
this economy?  A system that by the State's own estimate will serve only
20%more people than currently use public transportation.

Say NO to the developers.  It is they who want the Purple Line on the
Capitol Crescent Trail so they can build to the max properties they
already own on Connecticut Avenue and in downtown Bethesda.  The
Purple Line going to NIH is useless to developers.  How are they fighting
that option?  By hiding behind the skirts of the "poor people."  It's sad as
well as economically silly and environmentally irresponsible.



 - RECORD #3255 DETAIL
First Name : Carol O.
Last Name : Roberts
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CAROLOROBERTS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Considering the miserable state of the State budget and the likelihood it

will not improve for another year at least, I propose the project be put on
hold.  We are looking into an abyss with no real notion of what monies
will be available.  It is not at all far fetched or pessimistic to believe State
funds may be needed for more urgent projects than an expensive transit
system designed to save relatively few people 15 minutes per ride.



 - RECORD #2473 DETAIL
First Name : Dan
Last Name : Robertson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DANEROBERT@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Save the trail!!!  I thought we were committed to being a "green" county.

Dan & Candy Robertson



 - RECORD #28 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Robertson
Business Name : BUP/BTS
Address : 7700 Old Georgetown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : trobertson@bethesda.org
Submission Content/Notes : Please add me to the mailing list for news letters, meetings, etc.



 - RECORD #315 DETAIL
First Name : Max
Last Name : Robinowitz
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : maxrobinowitz@usa.net
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I support the Purple Line because east-west travel by mass transit from
Bethesda to the U of Maryland and other destinations is practically non-
existant currently.  I will be working at White Oak (starting May 2009)
and currently have no choice but to drive my car.

Thanks,

Max Robinowitz, MD



 - RECORD #2934 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara M. and Sherman
Last Name : Robinson
Business Name :
Address : 3933 Morrison Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : barbara@broeo.co.uk
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

Protecting the Capital Crescent Trail is essential for quality of life as
well as air quality. We hope we can count on you to see the wisdom of
preserving it. We walk it often.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #3208 DETAIL
First Name : Carlton C.
Last Name : Robinson
Business Name :
Address : 5012 Jamestown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816-1758
Email Address : crobinson99@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Robinson_Carlton.pdf (70 kb)





 - RECORD #982 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CLASSY1@TMO.BLACKBERRY.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Good morning my name is Kiesha Robinson and I am responding to the

flier I read about the extension.I feel as if the funds which are to be
dispensed for the certain lines can be used for a better use.The 3
additional rails for UMD is unnecessary instead of just 1 they add 3
wheras Laurel doesn't even have a bus after 8 pm and there are people
who would live there but no form of transportation.If you can some how
inform me of these changes I would greatly appreciate it.

Thank You



 - RECORD #1042 DETAIL
First Name : Adam
Last Name : Rocap
Business Name :
Address : 608 Woodside Parkway
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : A.ROCAP@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
Adam Rocap
608 Woodside Parkway Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to
avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the
slowest, most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.

I urge you to consider the MTA data recently released in the Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement suggesting
that it is feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment as to
be cost effective for federal funding approval and to improve the
ridership, travel time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of
approximately $1.4 billion, which is considerably lower than the "high-
investment" light rail alternative that MTA has assessed and the $5.2
billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project that the Federal Transit
Administration recently approved for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel
will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this
segment – impacts that testimonies and written comments of others in
the community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even
those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that enhances the
entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby community.

The adverse impacts that a surface route will have on the downtown
Silver Spring are are enormous:

o       Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of
Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot –
on the average of every three minutes from one direction or the other
during three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15
miles per hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown
Silver Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently
revived downtown.

o       The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will
run on what will be the only essentially residential road in the entire 16
miles of the project.

o       A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly
two-thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple
Line will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek
Parkway.  The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners'
front yards both within and outside of the right of way.
This widening, primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections
on Wayne, will increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic
volume will grow to fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a
surface Purple Line on Wayne than without it. This is counterproductive



to the overall goals of the Purple Line. Previously, the County had
approved plans to effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by
replacing a lane with what was to be the Green Trail bike path.

o       The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

o       Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple
Line with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot
and the Wayne Avenue Garage.

o       There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive. MTA's
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County's data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the
morning peak hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at
nearby stops) and 145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most the
boardings are from high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to
the next planned Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than
to the Dale Drive station.  Moreover, recently released data from
MTA suggests that with tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for
the entire Purple actually increases significantly.

o       MTA's traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways. Not the
least of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars
can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed
limit on Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.
The best alternative for the Purple Line in downtown Silver Spring is to
use a tunnel from Cedar to Mansfield Streets so that automobile
traffic will flow most easily, the Purple Line itself will be most efficient,
and ridership will be at its maximum.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments, and I urge you to
make the right decision for Silver Spring and the Purple Line by
tunneling under Wayne from Cedar to Mansfield, a cost-effective way to
bring about the best Purple Line possible.

Sincerely,

Adam Rocap
608 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD



 - RECORD #1034 DETAIL
First Name : Kristi
Last Name : Rocap
Business Name :
Address : 608 Woodside Parkway
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : K.ROCAP@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
Kristi Rocap
608 Woodside Pkwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910

To: Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail (preferably) or bus rapid
transit, through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under
downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to
avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.

I urge you to consider the MTA data recently released in the Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is
feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost
effective for federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel
time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion,
which is considerably lower than the "high-investment" light rail
alternative that MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line
Metro project that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved
for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse
impacts of a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies
and written comments of others in the community have explained are not
assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in
meetings with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple
Line that enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the
nearby community.

The adverse impacts that a surface route will have on the downtown
Silver Spring are are enormous:

o       Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of
Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot – on the
average of every three minutes from one direction or the other during
three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15 miles per
hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown Silver
Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently revived
downtown.

o       The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will
run on what will be the only essentially residential road in the entire 16
miles of the project.

o       A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly
two-thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple
Line will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek
Parkway.  The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners'
front yards both within and outside of the right of way. This widening,
primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will
increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to
fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on
Wayne than without it. This is counterproductive to the overall goals of
the Purple Line. Previously, the County had approved plans to effectively
narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to be the



Green Trail bike path.

o       The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

o       Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple
Line with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot
and the Wayne Avenue Garage, and with any traffic traversing past
these points to other destinations, such as the Blair shops and grocery,
downtown Silver Spring, Bethesda, or Washington, DC. The
neighborhoods along this route will essentially be shut in.

o       There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive. MTA's
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County's data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA suggests that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.

o       MTA's traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways. Not the
least of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars
can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on
Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.

The best alternative for the Purple Line in downtown Silver Spring is to
use a tunnel from Cedar to Mansfield Streets so that automobile traffic
will flow most easily, the Purple Line itself will be most efficient, and
ridership will be at its maximum.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments, and I urge you to
make the right decision for Silver Spring and the Purple Line by
tunneling under Wayne from Cedar to Mansfield, a cost-effective way to
bring about the best Purple Line possible.

Sincerely,

Kristi Rocap
608 Woodside Parkway
Silver Spring, MD



 - RECORD #2485 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Rocco
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ROCCOX2@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Attn: Purple line administrators:

The need to keep the Capital Crescent trail intact is imperative.  Before a
final decision is reached by the key decision makers, those decision
makers must read Thomas Friedman's book Hot, Flat, and Crowded.
The book underscores factual evidence to support the unmistakable
trend towards global warming.  The route cause of this,  the world's
greatest dilemma of all time, is this country's inability to get up from the
couch or out from behind the wheel and become a leader towards a
better way of life not just in this country, but most importantly around the
world.  We are 4% of the world's population,  yet we consume 25% of
the world's fossil fuels.

While the Purple line is definitely a step in the right direction with respect
to increasing this region's mass transit capacity, it is simultaneously
diminishing the importance of an even more environmentally
advantageous means of conveyance already in place in the Capital
Crescent trail.  Should the current decision continue to be upheld, it is
incumbent upon the state authorities  to install an alternate means to
sustain the utility of such a vital path for human powered conveyance.
The state can either be leader and novel example of where this country
needs to go, or as with corn based ethanol, it  will proceed with a sound
conceptual idea in a misguided manner.

Feel free to contact me for ideas,  I have quite a few related to these
kinds of issues.



 - RECORD #2627 DETAIL
First Name : Maria
Last Name : Roche
Business Name :
Address : 4313 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BOSSACHII@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it's important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3206 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Rodbell
Business Name :
Address : 1169 Crest Lane
City : McLean
State : VA
Zip Code : 22101
Email Address : llsr@erols.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

I am a life long resident of the Washington area and currently reside in
Mclean VA. The trail in Bethesda a treasure, where for years many of
my friends and family have met to run, walk, ride or just sit.

For several years, I used the to trail train runners preparing for
marathons. Now I come to Bethesda weekly to walk/run eat and shop.
Virginia has several beautiful trails and I love the C&O Canal. But like
many women I come to Bethesda because but I feel safe.

Please don't take away one of our last refuges from the 'maddening
crowds.'

Best Regards,
Linda Rodbell

Attachments : Rodbell 35884.pdf (99 kb)







 - RECORD #2259 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Rodgers
Business Name : Capital City Nurses
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BRODGERS@CAPITALCITYNURSES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern-

I am writing to voice my concern over the proposed Purple Line.

As a regular runner and a father of two young children, I frequently enjoy
the Capital Crescent Trail with my family. My kids and I spend hours on
the trail during the weekends and appreciate the safe, quiet and relaxing
space in our ever growing urban eighborhood.

It is difficult to find such a pleasurable trail that support bikers, hikers,
runners, families and kids. I am a local who grew up in this area and
remember the days when the work trains actually rode the old lines. But,
in the past 15 years I have become quite used to the nature trail and its
pleasant environments over the those long gone years.

In addition, as a local businessman, I believe any infrastructure
development should consider direct access to the surrounding medical
and research facilities in the Bethesda region. NIH, Bethesda Naval, and
Suburban are valuable stops that need to be a direct stop along the line.
There are thousands of low waged employees who would bemuch more
likely to adopt/ride the purple line ONLY if it made stops directly in front
of the hospitals. A centralized stop with transport buses that requires a
transfer would be an insufficient solution.

I hope that a sensible and appropriate plan can be agreed upon on by all
parties.



 - RECORD #1465 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Rodgers
Business Name :
Address : 4412 Boxwood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : This is William Rodgers. R-O-D-G-E-R-S. This is William Rodgers, R-O-

D-G-E-R-S. 20816. Comments will be brief. I had intended to make them
publicly but there's a three-hour wait, at least, and out of a little
concession I'll be pleased to make this recording.

Two comments, I've been a resident here in Bethesda and Chevy Chase
for over 35 years. And I follow the single most attractive recreational
facility in Montgomery County is the hiker and biker trail which I use
almost daily and have for well in excessive
10 years. As long as it's been here and before then I used to walk the
railroad tracks with my dogs. I am vehemently opposed to them putting
any street car through any of the wooded areas or over the hiking and
biking trail. It's an unnecessary disaster to the thousands of us who use
it daily.

Secondly, as a tax payer, I'm appalled at the thought of paying for this
one to two billion dollar project that is not going to get any of the cars off
the road. That's my comments. Thank you for your time.



 - RECORD #430 DETAIL
First Name : Dennis
Last Name : Rodrigues
Business Name :
Address : 2 Gibson Court
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : DR3P@NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Dennis Rodrigues
2 Gibson Court
3rd Floor
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

3014352932



 - RECORD #2336 DETAIL
First Name : Reetiberto
Last Name : Rodriguez
Business Name :
Address : 621 Potomac Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rodriguez_R.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #797 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Rogers
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JROGERS@NEIGHBORHOODNETWORKS.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : As a long-time worker in Silver Spring, with family in Bathesda and

Rockville, not to mention as a city planning advocate, I have to say the
purple line is a win-win situation.  Build it – the cities will benefit, the
economies will benefit, the commuters will benefit, the environment will
benefit…

Jonathan Rogers



 - RECORD #648 DETAIL
First Name : Noe
Last Name : Rojas
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NOE.ROJAS@GECAPITAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I hear you !!

that is a really good news !!
I vote for this new line.
thanks.



 - RECORD #719 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Jill
Last Name : Rolland
Business Name :
Address : 2019 Landsdowne Way
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : JBROLLAND@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I am a resident of  Silver Spring and am writing in support of the light rail
option for the purple line.  I feel that the long-term advantages of
choosing light rail for the purple line make it the best choice.  I take the
metro to work everyday from Forest Glen to College Park.  The purple
line light rail option will cut time off of my commute and prevent me from
having to travel to Fort Totten in Washington D.C. to come out into
Maryland again.  The bus options and other options will not save time on
my commute.  Additionally, the light rail option is more attractive to me if
I were to use the metro to travel to Bethesda or Rockville.  I would not
take a bus and currently I rarely take metro since I have to go all the way
into the center of D.C. on the Red Line to go to Bethesda or Rockville.

I commend the MTA for taking on this difficult task of choosing how best
to address transportation needs in Maryland.  I'd like to reiteratie my
support for the purple line, and for the light rail option.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jill Rolland
2019 Lansdowne Way
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #2715 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Rollenhagen
Business Name :
Address : 725 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : WIGGLESMAIL@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
DAVID ROLLENHAGEN, 725 DARTMOUTH AVE, SILVER SPRING,
MD, 20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring IF it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
residential community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the
slowest, most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.
There is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement showing that it is feasible to design a
system with tunneling for this segment so as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is a
quarter of a billion dollars less than the “high-investment” light rail
alternative that MTA has evaluated and only a

 fraction of the $5.2 billion cost of the Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of
a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written
comments of others in the community have explained are not assessed
in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings
with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
residential community.  In addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary
station at Wayne and Dale.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

In addition to the above, I have the following comments:

o Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of
Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot – on the
average of every three minutes from one direction or the other during
three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15 miles per
hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown Silver
Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently revived
downtown.

o Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a station
at Fenton Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for
development downtown.  Substantial and highly successful development
so far in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has
been very successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station
only a 5-to-10-minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver
Spring CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring
Transit Center, and there will be no point in any yet undeveloped portion
of the CBD that is more than a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver
Spring Transit Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only
a 4-block, 6-minute walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover,



the downtown will not be an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if
the streets become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train
across major streets.

o The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will
bisect the community and will run on what will be the only essentially
residential road in the entire 16 miles of the project.

o A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line
will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.
The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners’ front
yards both within and outside of the right of way.  This widening,
primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will
increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to
fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on
Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County had approved plans to
effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to
be the Green Trail bike path.

o The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

o Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line
with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and
the Wayne Avenue Garage.

o There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA’s
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County’s data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most of the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA indicates that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.  In addition, if there is a station at Dale, there will
be greatly increased noise in the community as a result of the braking of
trains,

 amplified announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains
near the station.

o MTA’s traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not the
least of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars
can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on
Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.

As a local resident who will be directly affected, I strongly oppose an
above-ground route along Wayne Ave.  If this project is as important as
many of our public officials have stated, then it is time for each of them
to step up to the plate and do the right thing for EVERYONE, riders and
local residents alike.  It is wrong to sacrifice one for the sake of the
other.  Put it underground.



 - RECORD #1589 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : As a student, the purple line would greatly benefit not only me, but many

people I know.  I beg you to begin work on it as soon as possible.

Thank You,
Josh Rollin



 - RECORD #2312 DETAIL
First Name : Ann
Last Name : Rollins
Business Name :
Address : 1220 East West Highway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rollins_Ann.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #1717 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Roman
Business Name :
Address : 2715 Blaine Drive
City : chevy chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jacobsroman@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Pursuing this project as the economic bottom is falling out of our state

and the nation is lunacy.  This project should be stopped or at the very
least delayed indefinitely until the financial situation is returned to some
semblance of normalcy.



 - RECORD #2720 DETAIL
First Name : Sally
Last Name : Roman
Business Name :
Address : 4229 Franklin St.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SALLYROMAN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

As a retired planner with the Montgomery County Department of
Parka and Planning, I support the Purple Line light rail not
only because I believe it is good planning but for the practical
effect of allowing easy use of mass transit to meetings in
Bethesda and Rockville.



 - RECORD #1092 DETAIL
First Name : Alana
Last Name : Romans
Business Name :
Address : 4464 Seton Lane
City : Jacksonville
State : FL
Zip Code : 32246
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. A lot of my friend take the

metro, this would save them commute time, and gas money.
Attachments : Palley_Tom Comment Cards.pdf (41 kb)





 - RECORD #2589 DETAIL
First Name : Joanne L.
Last Name : Rood
Business Name :
Address : 4509 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JLROOD1@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my concern about the Purple Line, and I ask that
you reject the light rail proposal. Â I live along the Capital Crescent Trail;
my home is at the mouth of the Air Rights building tunnel in
Bethesda/Chevy Chase. Â When I learned that the MTA wants to run the
light rail from 5 am to midnight Sunday through Thursday and until 3 am
on Friday and Saturday nights, I was astonished!! Â Yes, those are the
hours that metro runs, but metro does not run right next to people's
houses like this light rail would. Â It is inconceivable that anyone would
propose running a commuter train through residential neighborhoods up
to 22 hours a day!! Â

If this light rail is truly meant to be a commuter train, then it would run
during limited hours (say, no later than 8 or 9 pm on weekdays and not
at all on weekends). Â I know that when you divide the cost by the
projected ridership numbers, the cost per rider of the system just barely
meets federal minimum requirements. Â Thus, the MTA appears to want
these incredulously long hours just to make sure the ridership numbers
are high enough to meet federal standards. Â Well, if there isn't enough
commuter demand to meet federal standards, why should we invest so
much money in this system and disrupt the lives of the people who live
along the trail? Â In fact, the projected commuter demand also is a flaky
number in that about 80% of the projected users already use public
transportation.

So who would this light rail really be for? Â Would it be a dinner train,
shuffling diners and shoppers in between downtown Bethesda and
downtown Silver Spring? Â Are the business interests in downtown
Bethesda and Silver Spring, as well as land developers, the driving
forces behind the light rail? Â If the light rail is built, would the Chevy
Chase Land Company build high density residential units near the light
rail along Connecticut Avenue? Â If that happened, traffic would become
worse, not better. Â (Traffic would become much, much worse.)

If the main aim here is to help commuters get to and from work, then I
don't understand why there can't be a light rail running along the beltway
connecting the Grovsner and Forest Glen stations. Â People commuting
into Bethesda or Silver Spring can simply transfer to the red line of
metro.

From a personal perspective, I am deeply concerned about the effect the
proposed light rail would have on my daily existence. Â I hear that the
MTA wants to elevate the trail in the Air Right tunnel. Â Well, that would
mean that the trail would be elevated behind my house and thus trail
users would be walking above my back fence line. Â I also understand
that the station stop in the tunnel may be close to my house. Â I'm
assuming if that is true, I'd hear almost constant station noise (door
chimes, talking, etc.). Â I'm also concerned that the MTA would cut down
the trees that line my back fence (that are on my side of the fence) to
accommodate the elevated trail -- and maybe even take down my fence
since it would be so close to the light rail and may inhibit the construction
efforts. Â If that is true, I would be left with NO buffer and my property
would be left totally exposed to this project.

I would very much like to speak to an MTA official who can explain to me
the exact effect the proposed light rail would have on my property. Â But
most of all, I would like you to reject the proposed light rail. Â It would
primarily serve business interests, with minimal benefit to commuters,



and maximum detriment to the people who live near the proposed line. Â
If you truly want to cure the transportation woes in Montgomery County,
consider an extensive system of rapid transit buses throughout the
county rather than one expensive line that would serve a limited number
of people.



 - RECORD #3051 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Roop
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : roroop@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Roop 34811.pdf (84 kb)







 - RECORD #1288 DETAIL
First Name : Roberto
Last Name : Rosales
Business Name :
Address : 7719 Eastern Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Roberto Rosales, R-O-B-E-R-T-O, R-O-S-A-L-E-S. My

address is 7719 Eastern Avenue, Apartment 32, Takoma Park, Maryland
20912.

I am here on behalf of (inaudible) and other members of the
Montgomery College Takoma Park campus to support the purple line.

We think that it will reduce transportation time from Takoma to Rockville
and other places in which students can get their education.

It also, it can also cut emissions from cars traveling from one place to
another. I think that is very important that if we care about future
generations that we do something about cutting emissions. Because if
not, as we already know, global warming is happening, and it is a fact,
it's not a myth.

Therefore, we endorse the purple line. By the way, I am mostly here
representing LSU which is the Latino Steering Union, and I'm also a
member of the, a representative of the Student Senate at Takoma Park
campus.

So these are some of the reasons why students endorse the purple line.
Thank you.



 - RECORD #538 DETAIL
First Name : Lois C.
Last Name : Rose
Business Name :
Address : 413 Ellsworth Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LOQROSE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

As I travel back and forth between Silver Spring and Bethesda for
classes and for social, recreational, and religious activities, I often find
myself sitting in bumper-to-bumper traffic on East-West Highway or the
Beltway.

The Purple Line would offer a convenient way to avoid this congestion,
lessen pollution, and conserve energy. A light rail system would be a
pleasant addition to residential and commercial areas, as people have
found in cities such as Portland, Oregon, and in many European cities,
and would take many drivers out of their cars. Buses, however, are not a
good option because they wold be noisy and not as effective in reducing
traffic and pollution.

As parking and traffic problems continue to grow in Silver Spring, the
situation can only get worse without a viable new public transportation
option that provides east-west travel. The Purple Line offers an effective
way for people to commute to major job centers and business districts in
Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park, and New Carrollton.

In addition, the Purple Line would provide a vital service to the currently
underserved Long Branch and Takoma/Langley Crossroads areas,
offering an attractive and vibrant alternative to sprawl development,
which is all too prevalant now.

Submitted by:
Lois C. Rose
413 Ellsworth Dr.
Silver Spring, Md. 20910
(301) 587-9774



 - RECORD #15 DETAIL
First Name : Stacey
Last Name : Rose-Blass
Business Name :
Address : 10436 Parthenon Court
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : sroseblass@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : As a former PG County resident and current Mont.Co resident, I

BELIEVE ADDITION OF THE PURPLE LINE WILL BE ONE OF THE
BEST THINGS EVER FOR ALL OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND!
Thank you for your hard work and persistance in making this happen.



 - RECORD #1055 DETAIL
First Name : Diane
Last Name : Rosenberg
Business Name :
Address : 7910 Woodmont Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DIANE@ROSENBERG-ASSOC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I am a huge user of the Capital Crescent Trail and have been since its
inception.  Born and raised in Bethesda, there are not very many trails to
use in our area, only a handful that connect to downtown or outer
Maryland.  After an insane week of operating a 50 person law firm,
hopping on my bike for a quiet ride or taking a walk/run cannot be
measured in dollars.   Participating in these activities next to a light rail
just doesn’t cut it.

That said, I am also a big environmentalist and saving the trees and
trails is as important to me as reducing traffic in our area, especially
once Bethesda Naval goes through the expansion.  Spending the money
today and installing the purple line as part of metro UNDER EAST-
WEST HIGHWAY, would do it all.   Everyone would be on board.
Everyone would agree.  We could accomplish all our the goals.  Add a
$1 to the Bay Bridge toll, $1 to local tax, or increase another toll on I-95
to incorporate the expense.

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Diane Rosenberg

Oldchester Road, Bethesda

***
Diane Rosenberg
Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 750
Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000
FAX: (301) 907-8101
diane@rosenberg-assoc.com
www.rosenberg-assoc.com

Acer Title & Escrow, LLC

7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 750

Bethesda, MD 20814



(301) 907-8000

FAX: (301) 907-5161

diane@acertitle.com

www.acertitle.com



 - RECORD #1126 DETAIL
First Name : Keith
Last Name : Rosenberg
Business Name : College Park Gateway Properties
Address : 7508 Wisconsin Avenue, 2nd Flr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Keith Rosenberg. It's spelled K-E-I-T-H R-
O-S-E- N-B-E-R-G. I'm here on behalf of my company, which is called
College Park Gateway Properties. We are the developer of a 900- bed,
250+ unit, student housing project at the University of Maryland in
College Park.

We have spent a lot of time with the University of Maryland and the City
of College Park to design a building that will facilitate more student
housing at College Park. Most of you probably know, there's a 9,000 bed
shortage at the University of Maryland.

What that means is a lot of people have to commute there. And where
do they come from? They come from mostly Montgomery County and
P.G. County. So we're here to tell you that we really do support the Light
Rail version.

Just parenthetically and anecdotally, I live in Rockville, my company is in
Bethesda. But it took me 47 minutes to drive here today in a car by
myself. And of course, I couldn't do anything else while I was driving
except pay attention to the roadway.

The University of Maryland has and will continue to experience this
shortage of housing. And the light rail system that links Montgomery
County and Prince George's County would be a vital element to allowing
students, employees, as well as other people to commute to the
University of Maryland without using cars.

I don't need to tell you how environmentally friendly the Light Rail system
is. I don't need to tell you what the cost of a gallon of gasoline is and I
don't need to tell you how long it takes to get from a remote location in
either Prince George's or Montgomery County to College Park.

I can tell you something that's really important. There is a trend
underway in America, particularly on the East Coast, to gravitate more
toward urban areas. We have a growing population of people over 55, I
am included in that. A lot of other people are too.

And we're now empty nesters and we want to come back and live in
area where we have maximum exposure to education, culture, the Arts,
and one of the things that light rail will do is it will become a magnet for
development of these kinds of places where young people and people
my age will want to gravitate to.

It is not only important in terms of reducing the impact on the
environment, but it is also important because it reduces the impact on
your tax base. If you can get more people to come and live in your
communities, you will increase your tax base and be more supportive of
other things that you want to do.

Two things I want to talk about real quick. Oh, I only have 13 seconds. I'll
only tell you one. I'm an active user of the Crescent Trail. I'm an avid
runner but I'm willing to make a personal sacrifice for the Light Rail
system because I think it is so important. We'll just run around it. We'll
figure out another way. Thanks a lot.



 - RECORD #1191 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Rosenberg
Business Name : stephen rosenberg
Address : 7307 maple avenue
City : takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : stephenrosenberg@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : the purple line seems very necessary and long overdue.  when is it

going to happen?



 - RECORD #2938 DETAIL
First Name : Josh
Last Name : Rosenthal
Business Name :
Address : 2311 Connecticut Ave, NW Apt 702
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rosenthal_Josh.pdf (91 kb)





 - RECORD #1499 DETAIL
First Name : Krysten & Chris
Last Name : Jenci & Rosettie
Business Name :
Address : 6913 Oakridge Ave.
City : Chevy Chase,
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KRYSTENANDCHRIS@JUNO.COM]



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

In April of 2008, the Washington Post Montgomery Section asked
residents to submit essays about what makes Montgomery County a
great place to live.  I submitted an essay about how much I love the
Capital Crescent Trail and how much it means to my family.  The Post
featured the essay and a picture of my son and I on the trail because
they said it really captured what they were looking for - a resident who
treasured a resource that was only offered in Montgomery County.  The
Trail is one of my favorite things about my neighborhood - please help
us to maintain the peace and beauty that the trail offers to all residents
of Montgomery County.  The link to the article follows (and is also copied
to the end of this e-mail).  Please help us maintain this amazing and rare
resource - please don't allow transit on the trail!

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2008/04/23/AR2008042302090.html

In addition to my family, every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers
-- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is enjoyed by the
elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters.  Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway

Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel'

Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Krysten Jenci & Chris Rosettie



6913 Oakridge Ave.
Chevy Chase, MD  20815



 - RECORD #353 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Ross
Business Name :
Address : 4515 Williard Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TMP811@ANGOOR.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Andrew Ross
4515 Willard Avenue
# 1719
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1105 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Ross
Business Name :
Address : 2302 Twin Valley Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. It would be very useful and

save a lot of time.
Attachments : Zipin_Jessica Comment Cards.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #1590 DETAIL
First Name : nino
Last Name : ross
Business Name : student
Address : 5101 crossfield ct
City : rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : aklickyfeet@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : MAKE THE PURPLE LINEEEEEE!!!!!! I REALLY NEED IT!!!!!!!!



 - RECORD #1516 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Rothandler
Business Name :
Address : 5949 Burnside Landing Drive
City : Burke
State : MD
Zip Code : 22015
Email Address : SROTHA@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have used the Capital Crescent Trail many times. I am a member of the
Montgomery County Road Runner's Club and the Mosaic Outdoor Club
of Maryland.  It is a wonderful place to bike, hike, or run, to enjoy nature,
and to escape from motor vehicle traffic and other distractions of urban
life.

I am one of many people who would be affected if the Purple Line or
Light Rail proposals are approved.

I urge you to protect this special place and find a more environmentally-
friendly solution, such as rapid bus service on existing roads.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Stephen Rothandler
5949 Burnside Landing Drive
Burke, VA  22015



 - RECORD #3054 DETAIL
First Name : Paul F., Thelma A. and Vanessa J.
Last Name : Rothstein
Business Name :
Address : 4706 Morgan Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rothstein 34841.pdf (165 kb)







 - RECORD #874 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Rothstein
Business Name : Georgetown University Law Center
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ROTHSTEI@LAW.GEORGETOWN.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Comment on Purple Line DEIS—No Transit on the Capital Crescent
Trail

Dear Congressman Van Hollen, Governor O'Malley, Montgomery
County Council Members, and government officials considering the
above plan:

As ardent trail users and residents of Montgomery County, I, my wife,
and my daughter, are horrified to hear of the plans to put a transit line on
the trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring, and destroy the trees and
beautiful almost bucolic environment that prevails there. Our whole
family (and thousands of others of every nationality and walk of life) use
this trail and enjoy its peaceful atmosphere, which is all too rare to find in
the area. That walkers and bikers will be immediately adjacent to moving
trains is appalling! People will be very loath to use what is left of the
already narrow trail if the plans go through.

In the words of the old song, Why are we paving paradise and putting up
a "parking lot"?   These plans will not only directly decimate an existing
lovely area, but will lead to greater density and commercial building in a
neighborhood already nearly choked by traffic and development—Silver
Spring, Bethesda, Connecticut Ave., etc. This seems insane, especially
when there are viable alternatives available.[1] In these hard economic
times, do we really need to invite more building unlikely to be fully
developed and rented, in an area already overbuilt? If these things stand
empty because of the tightened economy, they become a safety hazard
in the community. Precious money, in the current economy, should not
be squandered this way.

Further, the intention, in connection with that project, to park trains
awaiting maintenance in an open space in Bethesda seems inhuman
and uncaring, and out of touch with community needs (a community that
voted overwhelmingly for most of you,  we might add, hoping that you
would protect whatever precious green spaces are left in the county).

We recognize that one purpose (other than furthering commercial
development) of the proposal has been argued to be that a light rail is
good for the environment. But does it make sense to destroy a great
environmental asset in the process? Let us do something that can be a
net win for the environment—by selecting better alternatives and
locations.

We know that you, as a person concerned about the environment, will
see what a bad idea this is if you will only take a closer personal look at
the area proposed to be impacted by this plan.

Thanks very much for your attention to this matter.



                                                            Sincerely,

       _______________     ____________    ________________

                                                            Paul F. Rothstein

                                                            (Professor, Georgetown Law) &

                                                            Thelma A. McDermott-Rothstein &

                                                             Vanessa J. Rothstein,

                                                            4706 Morgan Drive,

                                                            Chevy Chase, Md. 20815

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[1] E.g., bus rapid transit in dedicated lanes with smart traffic lights
connecting Silver Spring and Bethesda via a stop at Bethesda Medical
Center; or connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light
rail) along the Beltway or underground, to build on our existing Metro
system. Jones Bridge Road and East-West Highway are also possible
prospects for enhanced bus routes.

Paul Rothstein
Professor of Law
Georgetown University Law Center



 - RECORD #3298 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Roud
Business Name :
Address : 10106 Day Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : andrewroud@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden:

I was thinking of buying a condo at 3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive (just
south of the Capital Crescent Trial and Manor Road) off Connecticut
Avenue.  From your maps, I see there is a propossed Station location at
Connecticut Avenue (Georgetown Branch Trail).  Where exactly will the
station be located in relation to the condo at Chevy Chase Lake Drive?  I
would very much be interested in this as it would make commuting much
easier.  Thank you, Andrew M. Roud



 - RECORD #281 DETAIL
First Name : Claudia
Last Name : Rousseau
Business Name : Claudia Rousseau, Ph.D.
Address : 13216 Clifton Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line. I have actively supported the Purple Line for

many years. Every year it becomes more evident that this would be a
good way to encourage use of public transportation in our state, and to
make life easier for many people. I do not support the ICC which I
believe to be a complete waste of critical funds.



 - RECORD #343 DETAIL
First Name : Claudia
Last Name : Rousseau, Ph.D.
Business Name :
Address : 13216 Clifton Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : Rousseaucj@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : From: Claudia Rousseau, Ph.D.

     13216 Clifton Road
     Silver Spring, MD 20904

I support the Purple Line.  I have actively supported the Purple Line for
the past decade.  I believe that it would be a credible way to spend
transportation funds, encourage public transportation in our State, and
help many people decrease their commutes.  I support it on
environmental grounds.  For these same reasons I do not support the
ICC, which I believe should not be built.  It is a waste of critical
transportation funds.  We need the Purple Line.  We have needed it for
decades.  We do not need the ICC.  If the ICC were curtailed, there
would be plenty of money available to finally accomplish completion of
the Purple Line.

Sincerely,
Claudia Rousseau



 - RECORD #136 DETAIL
First Name : judith
Last Name : rowe
Business Name :
Address : 4701 willard ave
City : chevy chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : judith@princeton.edu
Submission Content/Notes : We need more public transportation and the purple line is one valuable

addition to our current service.



 - RECORD #2738 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Rowe
Business Name : Merrill Lynch Private Client Group
Address : 11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 201
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : kevin_rowe@ml.com
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3143 DETAIL
First Name : Rick
Last Name : Rowles
Business Name :
Address : 11807 Renick Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904-2139
Email Address : ric976@msn.corn
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rowles 35675.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #660 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Rowse
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : mayor kathy strom.pdf (48 kb)





 - RECORD #1343 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Rowse
Business Name :
Address : 7411 Oak Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Arthur Rowse. A-R-T-H-U-R, R-O-W-S-E. I live in Oakland,

Chevy Chase. I'd like to raise a few questions about where the town of
Chevy Chase stands on the Purple Line. Since the rail/trail plan was
approached, the dominant powers of the town government has simply
assumed that everyone in town opposes the plan. They also have used
more than a half a million dollars to concoct a scheme that would dump
the problem onto the residents of Jones Bridge Road. The town has
never conducted a poll of residents to determine where they stand on
the issue.

One reason may be that they fear that if the issue were presented fairly
and objectively, the overwhelmingly liberal residents might strongly
support the Purple Line plan. They also might want their tax money
back.

The fallout has unfairly tarnished the town. Many of its residents have
become ashamed of the NIMBY image that the town governor has
presented to the outside world on this matter. Saving the trail has never
been the issue. It is whether a few property owners who bought property
along the (inaudible) might tolerate the softer sounds of a trolley carrying
non-residents so close to the town's border.

Even more shameful is the narrow-minded environmental image created
by critics of the Purple Line in a town when most rational people are
seeking ways to break the cycle of planet destruction from fossil fuels. I
wonder how the opposition of town officials to more public transit if this
were the endorsement of the Chiotol(?) Treaty. And how do they explain
to their children why they claim to be green for everything but the Purple
Line?

Much has been made of a petition drive that have boasted many
thousands of signatures, part of a clever campaign entitled Save the
Trail. But as Shakespeare might say, such strutting and frutting signify
nothing. It's like asking people if they like ice-cream. Everybody likes the
trail. That's why planners have included it in all their plans, just like many
successful rail/trail operations around the world.

Much has also been made of the probable loss of many trees along the
trail. These same people seem blind to the invasive ways that have
already devoured many of the trees and scrubs with scarcely any effort
made by the Save the Trail fans to stop the destruction. My message to
Purple Line opponents is relax. By the time the first dirt is moved for this
rail/trail there won't be many live trees to cut down. The trail is already
turning purple with killer porcelain berries and vicious ivies smothering
the native green. Thank you.



 - RECORD #535 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Roy
Business Name : Long and Foster
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JIM.ROY@LONGANDFOSTER.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear: MCP Chairman,

 I am a Trail user. I use it every day to walk my dogs, jog and sometimes
to get to work and to restaurants in Bethesda.

I was shocked to hear that it was reported that 2/3 of the MTA testimony
last week favored the light rail on the Trail. 80-90% of the people who
walk by the end of the tunnel while I’ve been raising awareness and
obtaining signatures for a better location for the purple line were very
willing to sign the petition. The last hearing I attended had about 2/3
against the purple line on the trial.

I also read a report from a non-MTA employee that, after careful
calculation of the numbers and facts, shows that the numbers the
decision makers are being give are wildly inaccurate and border on
criminal.

If we lose this trail, we will never be able to get it back as it is now.

Please take every action possible to prevent the trail from being shared
with a light rail system or any motorized vehicle. It simply will not work as
it is being presented in both sharing the path with hiker/bikers and the
numbers to “justify” its construction.

Respectfully,

jim

Jim Roy
Realtor
Long and Foster
www.jimroy.com
301-986-6412
jimroy@longandfoster.com



 - RECORD #1439 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Roy
Business Name :
Address : 4511 Elm St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Yes, my name is Jim Roy. J-I-M, R-O-Y. Currently reside at 2427
Churchill Road in Silver Spring, Maryland. I own property in Silver
Spring, Chevy Chase and College Park. I'm here to say that we can not
afford the Purple Line along the Capitol Crescent Trail, Georgetown
Branch Trail. This plan would pave the way for an increase in the density
of the area along the proposed route.

I drove from Kensington East-West Highway today at 9 a.m. and it is
currently no fun. Most people are north-south travelers who will be
looking at ridiculous travel times with more people and businesses there
and, as I said, the predominant travelers in Montgomery County are
north-south.

We can't afford to destroy 15 or more acres of trees close in that we
would never get back. And although the MTA's pictures show trees next
to trains next to pedestrians and cyclists, there is currently no room for
this, I'm sorry, there is no room for this as we currently have it. I refuse to
be part of anything that would hand future generations a huge bill and
take away a beautiful, highly used, linear park.

If we are to put a Metro system in, we need to do it right. Underground
and/or protecting our close-in green space. After spending hours at the
western end of the trail obtaining signatures for a better options, I can
safely say that few people walking and biking there know about the
proposed destruction of the trail as we now know and enjoy it. Of the
people who learn more, almost all sign the petition and are unpleasantly
surprised.

We can't afford the 100 million dollars per mile price tag under this
proposal. Anything we do needs to be done right the first time. There is
no going back. The wrong decisions are made.

I've been to many presentations of the proposed plans by the MTA and
this information there is surprising and completely unacceptable. We can
not afford to rush forward based on flawed data and impossible pictures
of everything fitting together. I have yet to see a workable scenario
under Wisconsin Avenue.

The financial cost, the environmental cost, the enjoyment cost and the
north-south commuter cost are all too high for us to accept. I respectfully
request a better option that will protect the trail as we know it.

Since I was speaker number 57 I wrote a short poem while I was
waiting: We cannot afford the Purple Line along the current trail/The
north- south traffic would slow to the pace of a snail/To lose 15 acres of
mature trees would be a shame/We don't want to be the people future
generations will surely blame/To the purposed Purple Line - I'm sorry -
The people with whom I've spoken are surprised about the change/To
lose an irreplaceable green space is more than a little strange/The trail is
a great place for people to walk their dogs/We don't want to reduce the
tree canopy to a bunch of useless logs/If we are to build a trail there,
let's put it underground/It'll cost more money, but long-term it's much
more sound/The costs are too high, the benefits are too low/To the
proposed Purple Lines we must say no.



 - RECORD #2696 DETAIL
First Name : Jane
Last Name : Ruane
Business Name :
Address : 4819 Flanders Ave.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JANERUANE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern,

The Capital Crescent Trail is one of our favorite spaces in the over
crowded
sprawling metropolitan area we call home.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10¹ from
hikers
and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive for
Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10¹
from
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous
natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that
cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region¹s ³Central Park² -- so
that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around
us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1331 DETAIL
First Name : Former Senator Ida
Last Name : Ruben
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Thank you very much. My name is Ida, I-D-A, Ruben, R-U-B-E-N. And
it's my pleasure to be here tonight. I have worked on this particular
project since day one. And we've been through the wars in Annapolis
trying to hold onto the money to ensure that we have the Purple Line.
And I also feel if we're going to do it, we should do it the right way. And I
feel the only right way is by light rail.

I will say that I read some of the material, most importantly what they will
do to dedicate a right-of-way for a bus line, particularly on Jones Mill
Road. If you have a dedicated part of Jones Mill Road and there's no
dedicated part there, buses can use the right hand lane that goes
straight. What happens if the line of cars is a mile back, which happens
many times during rush hour? They're going to have to wait til they can
get to the right-hand lane. That's going to take more time than projected.

I can tell you that the figures show that there will be more ridership with
the light rail. I live in Silver Spring, off New Hampshire Avenue. To get
across town, I have to take at least an hour more during rush hour to get
where I'm going. In the evening, an hour more to get home. It's important
for us to know that we have to do it not today but yesterday. Because we
have waited so long to mitigate the traffic in this county that the longer
we wait, the worse it's going to get.

Many of the things that George Leventhal said were things that I was
going to say. So I won't repeat them. But I will tell you when they tried to
do the beltway there were people that said, well, it'll cost too much and
we don't want it. Because, I understand, part of their property was taken.
Some of them had adjacent properties to the beltway. Without the
beltway today, I don't know where we would've been. We have to do
much of the transit, as much as of the transit as we can. If we were able
to build ahead of time and I was sent by the county counsel many, many
years ago to see what Ontario was doing, they built their two lanes for
their buses before any development can begin. Those two lanes go
through malls, hospitals, and other places before the development
starts. Then they allow the development with cars, I'm sorry, with homes,
where cars are not needed.

You take the bus because it goes right downtown, stops at the areas
that people need to go to without having to get in their cars. We don't
have that luxury here.

I won't go into any more details because they've already been said. I am
very much opposed to a bus line and I know that's not a very popular
thing to say here today. But when I was fighting for the money in
Annapolis I wasn't very popular but I was there to protect the county's
interest, not the popularity contest person.

So, let me just tell you, there is a way to do this with the new president
coming in, I believe there will be plenty of attention to the needs of traffic
in this county. Being the second worst in the county I'm sure we will be
recognized, particularly with all the federal workers that live and work
here. I believe we have to move as swiftly as possible. I remember when
the first time they recommended a bus line it was because they wanted
to deter the Purple Line. Let me say that I can remember when it would
have costs 70 million dollars, now it's much more.

The more we defer this project, the more it's going to cost. I urge
everyone to pull together, build the light rail, and I'm sure they're going to
say what took us so long. Thank you very much for allowing me to
speak.



 - RECORD #871 DETAIL
First Name : Carol & Ken
Last Name : Rubin
Business Name :
Address : 6907 Ridgewood Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : C.RUBIN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family and I were drawn to the neighborhood we live in because of its
access to the wonderful resource, the Capital Crescent Trail.  Through
the years we’ve used it to execise, meet and socialize with friends, walk
pets, and best of all, take our bikes into town to visit the mall, museums
and fireworks.  When friends come from out of town to visit their favorite
activity has been our bike trip to show them the neighborhood and our
access to the capital down the Trail.  This is such an important example
of how to keep a city humane.

We are outraged and ashamed that in this era of global warming and
struggle to remain green, our State and county is considering damaging
this amazing resource; particularly considering the recent Purple Line
Environmental Impact Statement confirms that the Purple Line between
Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Carol and Ken Rubin

6907 Ridgewood Ave., Chevy Chase, MD.



 - RECORD #2608 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth
Last Name : Rubin
Business Name :
Address : 6907 Ridgewood Ave.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : KEN.RUBIN@PACONSULTING.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff , County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews:

I have been a resident of Chevy chase for more than 20 years.   I and
my family use the Capital Crescent Trail nearly every week, from
Bethesda to Silver Spring or Bethesda to Georgetown.  I simply cannot
imagine foregoing this unique resource to our community to build rapid
transit along this alignment.

Of course, our family is not alone.  As you know, every week, more than
10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities --
use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The
Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from
all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquillity and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #152 DETAIL
First Name : Larry
Last Name : Rubin
Business Name :
Address : 2445 Lyttonsville Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910-1936
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Mention is being made in the media about residential properties that

would be seized and eliminated, yet in Chapter four on "Impacts" in the
AA/DEIS online document, there is no mention of this in any way. Please
provide a link to or an attachment of the names of the properties that
would be affected.

Thank you very much.

Larry Rubin
2445 Lyttonsville Road, Apt. 1500
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1936



 - RECORD #2947 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Rubin
Business Name :
Address : 2301 Glenallan Ave, #612
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Rubin_Michael.pdf (119 kb)





 - RECORD #2769 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Rubin
Business Name :
Address : 19701 Bucklodge Rd
City : Boyds
State : MD
Zip Code : 20841
Email Address : MDRCAPITOL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #104 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth
Last Name : Rubinson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : pres@kpcaonline.org
Submission Content/Notes : 1) Your web site is excellent

2) Assuming cost was not object, would it not be possible in the disputed
length to run the line underground with eastbound and westbound above
and below each other and under the path? The right of way would be no
wider than the path is now.



 - RECORD #1697 DETAIL
First Name : Marcia
Last Name : Rucker
Business Name :
Address : 5311 Tuscarawas Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARCIA.RUCKER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Andrews, Dr. Hanson, Mr. Leggett, and Ms. Ratcliff,

Thank you for your willingness to accept comment about the Purple Line
from the general public.

It is impossible for me to think of a proposed transportation project in this
area that deserves our support more than does the Purple Line.  Making
it possible for people to choose public transportation seems to me one of
our most urgent needs.  We simply must, at the very least, get the area
in compliance with present Federal emission limits, to say nothing of
making all possible efforts to slow climate change.

I don't know if building the line might be a project that the new Federal
Administration would fund, fully or partially, as part of its plan to
stimulate the economy with infrastructure projects.  If that is even a
possibility, the urgency of getting the Purple Line to "shovel-ready"
status would seem to be a priority.

In any event, I would like to be on record as supporting construction of
the Purple Line as soon as possible.



 - RECORD #2506 DETAIL
First Name : Marcia
Last Name : Rucker
Business Name :
Address : 5311 Tuscarawas Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARCIA.RUCKER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff, Mr. Leggett, Mr. Andrews:

For the reasons stated in the message below, which I have just sent to
Planning Board Chair Dr. Royce Hanson, I consider the light-rail,
master-plan-alignment Purple Line the most cost-effective and
environmentally-sound proposal for this line.

I hope you will also find these arguments convincing and that you will
give a light-rail, master-plan-alignment Purple Line your ardent support.

Sincerely yours,

Marcia Rucker
Bethesda

Dear Dr. Hanson:

I am writing in support of a light-rail, master-plan-alignment Purple Line.

According to trustworthy analysis, a light-rail, master-plan-alignment
Purple Line has the following advantages:

It will be significantly faster than any bus
It will attract and serve significantly greater numbers of riders than other
mode/alignment combinations

It will produce significantly lower greenhouse-gas emissions
Its cost to build, on a per-anticipated-passenger basis, will be more
attractive to Federal funders
I urge you, therefore, to formalize your support for the light-rail, master-
plan-alignment Purple Line.



 - RECORD #410 DETAIL
First Name : Colleen
Last Name : Ruddick
Business Name :
Address : 7504 Covey Road
City : Jessup
State : MD
Zip Code : 20794
Email Address : cjruddick@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Delegate Theodore Sophocleus

House Office Building, Room 162
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401-1912

Dear Delegate Sophocleus,

I enthusiastically support the Inner Purple Line and add my name to this
petition. I support this vision of an Inner Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Sent by:
Colleen Ruddick
7504 Covey Rd
Jessup, MD 20794



 - RECORD #1682 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick and Natalia
Last Name : Ruff
Business Name :
Address : 4012 Adams Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : PRUFFNSTUFF@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

I live in southern Montgomery County near Kensington MD.  I just
wanted to say I'm in favor of the  purple line "light rail" as originally
planned.  A bus line option would be a bad idea.

Maryland needs as much rail transit as it can get to alleviate traffic
problems.  Further, residents of Montgomery and PG counties that can
not afford to own a car deserve a rail option for transportation if that is
feasible (and it is!).  The metro rail system currently is designed only to
go to DC. Rail transit that designed to work within Maryland brings
possibilities that never existed before.

Regards,

Patrick and Natalia Ruff

4012 Adams Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20902

301-933-3586



 - RECORD #1352 DETAIL
First Name : Allison
Last Name : Rule
Business Name :
Address : 3906 Laird Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Allison Rule. A-L-L-I-S-O-N, R-U-L-E. I'm a resident of Chevy Chase
Hills and I represent my community on the Purple Line functional Master
Plan Advisory Group or MPAG. My experience on MPAG has given me
insight into the flaws and bias inherent and to MTA's consideration of the
Purple Line.

During MPAG meetings, dissenting opinions are regularly disregarded
and often omitted from meeting records. Further, many of the
assurances given to MPAG members having been proven questionable
in light of the DEIS. When members, including myself, raise concerns
about noise levels and condemnation impacts on residential
communities, we were told our0 concerns were unfounded.

Now, as reported in the Washington Post, we have learned that
construction of the light rail will result in the condemnation of 31 private
properties. And the construction of sound walls to shield residents from
high pitch squeal noises emitted from trains.

Also questionable are MTA's representations regarding funding for the
trail reconstruction, as such statements are flatly contradicted by the
DEIS. During MPAG meetings, MTA assured MPAG members that
funds existed to ensure trail preservation and that in no event would
reconstruction of the trail be jeopardized by budgetary constraints. Now,
the DEIS makes clear that no such funding exists. Rather, it will fall
solely to the county, which faces a 300-million- dollar budget shortfall to
fund reconstruction and maintenance of the trail.

Similar promises were made and broken regarding construction of the
trail along the ICC. The reality is that light rail on the Georgetown Branch
alignment means the destruction of invaluable green space with little
hope of the trail ever being reconstructed. When it comes to trail
reconstruction, trust us, no longer suffices.

By participating in MPAG, I also witnessed MTA's reluctance to give
adequate consideration to the impact of BRAC on this community.
Rather than give any recent consideration to a Jones Bridge Road
Alignment that addresses increased commuters from BRAC, the DEIS
ignores the ramifications of BRAC and states that other alignments will
provide comparable service. However, the DEIS provides no data to
support this conclusionary statement. Moreover, the DEIS contradicts
concerns raised by county officials about the gridlock that will result from
the addition of thousands of new commuters to our area.

Let's get real. Light rail on the Georgetown Branch Trail is not about
easing traffic congestion. It's about doing what's best for developers who
want transit-oriented development on an already gridlocked Connecticut
Avenue. Yes, light rail was included in the Master Plan. However, that
plan is decades old and does not account for the over 10,000
recreational and commuting users of the trail, like myself. Or the impact
of BRAC.

Adherence to an obsolete Master Plan is not good policy. Rather than
squander our opportunity for competitive federal dollars, I strongly
encourage MTA to give more consideration to other alternatives that
best address the evolving needs of this area.

Given the current financial crisis and the 1.6 billion dollar price tag of the
light rail, and the shortcomings of the DEIS, we must hold public officials
accountable and demand that they wisely spend our hard earned tax
dollars, honestly address our concerns and that they give equal and
recent consideration to every alternative, not just the one that best suits
developer special interests.
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Submission Content/Notes : After serving on MPAG and reviewing the DEIS, I am struck by the

inherent bias of MTA in considering alternatives to running light right on
the Capital Crescent Trail and the impact of light rail on the residential
communities of Chevy Chase AND Silver Spring.  During MPAG
meetings, we were assured that money existed for trail reconstruction
and expansion and that noise abatement measures would render the
presence of a train next to residential areas a non-issue.  However, the
DEIS clearly states otherwise.  Rather than the tranquil setting depicted
by MTA's misleading drawings and descriptions, residents off or near the
train will hear frequent high pitched squealing noises- as will trail users,
if indeed the trail is ever rebuilt.  This brings me to my next point:  as
stated in the DEIS and in recent articles, the state has no current plans
to pay for or assist with trail reconstruction.  Instead, the burden will fall
to the county- which is facing an unprecedented budget shortfall.

I can understand why the residents and politicians in Prince Georges
County may support the Purple Line light rail option - they get all the
benefits, without any of the burdens.  Given the current bleak financial
situation, it is unlikely that the nice extras like grass tracks and other
noise abatement measures that have been promised by MTA will ever
come to fruition.  Similarly, it is hard to imagine where the money will
come from to rebuilt the trail up to the standards advertised by MTA.
Quite frankly I resent these issues being characterized as small, petty,
nimby or something that can be addressed later.  These issues are real
and must be addressed BEFORE not after an alignment has been
selected.  In considering the true benefits and disadvantages inherent in
the trail alignment, I think that our elected officials owe it to the citizens
of this state to hold MTA accountable for its representations that have
been revealed to be less than candid.

By refusing to consider the trail as a park, MTA has conveniently failed
to take into account or factor in the number of trees that would be clear
cut, erosion impacts, quality of life issues, community issues, wildlife
displacement and a host of other environmental and community issues
associated with constructing light rail on the trail.

In closing, I want to dispel some of the unpleasant insults attributed to
my position and the position held my many in my community.  I do not
belong to a country club, I reside in a modest house (that does not abut
the trail, and I am not opposed to improving public transportation.
However, given the high price tag of the proposed light rail and the
potential loss of a treasured park, I think that any proposed
improvements be designed to ease traffic congestion and take cars off
the roads.  As it stands, the proposed purple line will worsen congestion
in Silver Spring- not improve it.  Moreover, as MTA concedes, the
proposed Purple Line will only shift current users of public transportation
and will not take a meaningful number of cars off our road ways.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail to commute to work every day.  I walk
the trail into Bethesda and take the Metro to my job.  I'm not a member
of any country club and resent the recent implications in the news that I
am also a racist because I don't want the trail torn up.

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.



3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and



in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeff Rule

3906 Laird Place

Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I currently use the trail to commute every day to work in Bethesda.  I
simply don't understand how we can destroy the trail when the effort will
take very few cars off the road.  The entire effort seems to be an excuse
to turn the stops into another commercial center like Friendship Heights.
I will be noting your votes and voting accordingly.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Submission Content/Notes : Hi Metro Reps -

I'm a Takoma Park resident and won't be able to attend the hearing this
weekend; I wholly endorse and support the purple line.

Sincerely,
Kevin Ruppenthal
7910 Long Branch Parkway, #1
Takoma Park, MD 20912
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Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it may concern:

I am writing as a concerned citizen about the proposed purple line.  I am
an outdoor enthusiast and use the capital crescent trail on a regular
basis.  My family and I will be devestated if the trail is compromised.  My
children swim at 5:00 AM at the Bethesda swimming pool and I exercise
while they swim.  I am forever amazed that at that time of the morning
that the trail is quite crowded with so many other people either
exercising for pleasure or commuting to work via bicycle.  The purple
line would take that enjoyment away from so many people.  We live in
such a crowded area.  Why take away such a unique trail for
transportation?  Please do not take the trail away!!!!!!!
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First Name : Steve
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Submission Content/Notes : To fellow stewards of our environment:

Since I moved into the area, 1993, as a young married man, I have
frequently used the the Capital Crescent Trail for many purposes.  I have
used it to get into shape for a "big" ski trip.  I have used it to rehabilitate
after undergoing numerous major surgeries.  And I have used it simply
to decompress mentally.  It is amazing that this piece of real estate is
located inside the beltway or within a major urban area.  It is also
amazing that this incredible asset is available to all at no cost.  Simply
stated, if the trail is replaced by a rail system, there will no longer be a
trail left.  What will be left is a road and train tracks that cut through a
neighborhood and beautiful green space.  We already have plenty of
concrete and pavement in the lower part of the county.

As my family grew, I now have four children, our family now uses this
resource more than ever.  The uses are so varied and represent the
interests ranging from those of a 9 year old mountain biker to a 45 year
old "walker."  This past summer, my wife dropped off my children for a
predawn swim practice at the Bethesda public pool.  It is amazing that
even at the wee hours of the morning, this trail is used by quite a large
number of residents.  Of course, on the weekends, the only issue
regarding usage is safety because of congestion.

Why must the light rail system come at the expense of the Capital
Crescent Trail?  Of course, it doesn't.  At other sites the tracks run where
they should:  down the middle of an existing highway.  This approach
upsets nothing.  Alternatively, the rail system should run along Jones
Bridge Rd. and then to the Medical Center.  And then the system should
go over the American Legion Bridge and eventually be connected with
Metro so that riders from MD will have a means to get to Tysons Corner
and Dulles Airport using public transportation.  This plan offers real
benefits to all of the county's residents.  Unlike the proposed route, this
route would actually take cars off the road.

Why is there such a push to destroy the Capital Crescent Trail--a unique
natural resource?   I am dumbfounded as to how any plan to create a rail
system could even entertain the thought of destroying this strip of
unadulterated green space.  Who is behind this madness?  Could it be
the developers who are looking for a windfall when land they own now
becomes contiguous to a new rail station?   Clear cutting a major swath
of trees through lower Montgomery County can't appeal to those
interested in preserving/saving the environment.

Who is going to foot the bill for this project?  Given the dire economic
situation this county faces (reflected by the fact that it can't pay its
teachers what it had promised), how can the county even consider such
an expenditure?  If the commuting patterns dictated such a sacrifice,
perhaps it would be prudent.  But existing commuting patterns clearly
don't.  There currently is adequate public transportation between Silver
Spring and Bethesda.  No, it is not perfect, but it is within budget and
gets the job done!

I could go on and on, but I think that I have expressed my point of view,
Thank you for considering it when  you vote on the future of the Capital
Crescent Trail.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Steve Rurka, that's R-U-R-K-A. Steven, S-T-E-V-E-N. I'm a

small business owner with a business in downtown Bethesda and I also
live in this neighborhood. For many different reasons, I strongly oppose
the building of the Purple Line.

I am distressed by the number of homeowners who's quality of life will
be horribly affected by having a rail system run through their backyards.
Not to mention, my backyard will not be one of them. But I grew up in
Chicago and I know what it is like to be rattled as trains rumble through a
neighborhood. Also, because of my familiarity with Chicago, I am also
aware of the housing values which are affected by whether or not you
have them on the side of the street with tracks running through your
backyard.

If this line is built, housing values in many areas will be negatively
affected and I'm concerned that these homeowners will be forced to take
a brunt, especially considering that the current economic climate is just
asking a little bit too much.

Again, I do own a small business and as a small business owner I am
perplexed that we're even having this discussion before we know how
this project will be funded. Who will service the bonds that will be
needed to be, that will be needed to finance this system? I'm afraid that
the county and state will simply increase the tax burden on small
businesses. All too often, small businesses are viewed as a piggy bank
with unlimited funds. Higher taxes mean fewer jobs. It really is that
simple.

Anecdotally, I note that currently my business has no problem attracting
employees. Many of my employees come from Silver Spring and
College Park and my business, if I didn't mention it, is in downtown
Bethesda. Apparently, public transportation serves my employees needs
as it is currently. And again, anecdotally, I hear no gripes and many
people are coming from College Park.

As a resident of this area, I am concerned that we having this discussion
before there has been any study, and whether the Purple Line will affect
crime rates in this neighborhood. To me, this omission is glaring. My four
children, my wife and I often hike and bike the trail.

I cringe at the thought of having to share this trail with trains. Currently,
the trail affords one the opportunity to escape the noise, stress and other
inconveniences of the city and enjoy the tranquility offered by nature.
Building the Purple Line will forever destroy this experience.

Finally, I'm opposed to the Purple Line because I think it obscures one of
our real needs. We need a rail system that will link College Park with
NIH, northern Virginia, and specifically the Dulles Airport. Thank you for
your time.
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Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line.  HEAVY RAIL, not Light Rail.

Chuck Russell
Manager of Sales & Marketing,  Uranium & Enrichment Services AREVA
NC Inc.
(office) +1-301-841-1658
(mobile) +1-240-515-0366
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Submission Content/Notes : Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

Dear Madame,

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring ONLY if it is tunneled under
downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to
avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  MTA data
since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact
Statement suggest that it is feasible to design a system with tunneling
for this segment as to be cost effective for federal funding approval and
to improve the ridership, travel time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of
approximately $1.4 billion.  Moreover, a tunnel is the ONLY way to
eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this segment
– impacts that testimonies and written comments of others in the
community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those
previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.  And this short tunneling will make a good and speedy
Purple Line that enhances the entire line, and all the residents and
commuters.

A surface route through downtown Silver Spring is the worst thing for
development of the downtown. Neither a station at Fenton Street nor a
station at Dale Drive, is needed and cost effective.  MTA must improve
its analysis and design for this silver spring segment,  or its job on the
Purple line will become a case study for bad public works!

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

Thanks and regards,

Dirk
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First Name : Joyce
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Submission Content/Notes : I do not think we need another type of transportation in Riverdale MD,

put the funds into what we already have. Metro bus stops are easier to
get to and metro is not much farther. Also some of the buildings that
would have to be torn down bring in money for our city. The BW
Parkway bridges that would have to be torn down are fairly new, I use it
everyday to go to Laurel for work. If we have to have a Purple Line then I
think it should be built in Laurel up Route 1 where there is not a very
good bus or train system other than the Marc train and the stations for
that are a little far away if you work on Route 1. As a
tax payer in Riverdale, MD I dont want to help pay for this. Thank you for
letting me voice my opinion. I hope others who feel the same also take
the time to let you know.
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Submission Content/Notes : Enough studies.  Just build the Purple Line now.  I would love for it to

come through Wheaton as well but let's not endlessly delay and debate.
Just build.  Its outrageous that we can plan and debate this for years and
years and the actual building is the easiest part.  Build it now!

The BRT is a red herring.  Let's do the light rail along the trail as we all
know in our hearts is the best long-term plan.  And if you can complete
the Capital Cresecent trail to Silver Spring and somehow connect
Wheaton, that would be much appreciated as well.
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First Name : Laura
Last Name : Rydland
Business Name :
Address : 317 1/2 Constitution Ave NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20002
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA~

As a voting member in Maryland (I grew up there and still vote there) I
STRONGLY support the implementation of the light rail Purple line.
While it would be even better if this link was heavy rail, I understand that
is not economically possible or feasible especially given the state of
today's economy.
While the Metro system is a great asset to the region, the system would
be so much stronger if it had a circumferencial route like the purple line.

I also broadly support the following statements:
1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Thank you for your time.
Laura Rydland

PS - I also want to say that I promote the light rail line that is being
planned as an extension to the red line from Shady Grove to Clarksburg.
I think it would be a huge let down and a huge mistake to allow the
upcoming increased density and development that is happening there (in
the anticipation of the light rail) to happen and not follow through on
building the light rail (or at least having a rapid bus service in those
areas).
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First Name : Joel
Last Name : Ryerson
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State : MD
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Joel Ryerson. That's J-O-E-L, R-Y-E-R-S-O-N. I live at 8611

Laverne Drive, Adelphi, Maryland 20783

I have some comments tonight. There is one concern about the website.
I hope they have this public hearing in Jessup on the website so we can
see what we said on the meetings.

I'm concerned about the bus (inaudible) bus routes. I hope they don't go
away when the MTA has that light rail coming onto the system.

I just bought a Smart Trip card. I hope they have those Smart Trip cards
in that system, too.

This is a real good project and I hope it goes through. I hope everything
goes well. I am still a little concerned about that (inaudible) I don't know
that the historic place is (inaudible) but hopefully they can have that one
option going down (inaudible) Drive, I hope they do.

I'm not too far from that (inaudible) I live off of, on Adelphi Road, so I
hope everything goes well with that alignment.

I hope they start (inaudible) I hope the trees don't get demolished from
the (inaudible) completed, the system for the (inaudible) project. I hope
the metro stations have, I guess that's about it. Thank you for having me
and thank you very much.
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